
Bugliosi's 'Final Verdict' delayed 
By K

EITH
 J. K

ELLY
 

H
o
w

 lo
n
g
 is to

o
 lo

n
g
 to

 
w

rite a book? 
S

o far "H
efter S

kelter" au-
th

o
r V

in
cen

t B
u
g
lio

si h
as 

sp
en

t n
in

e y
ears w

ritin
g
 h

is 
n

ex
t b

o
o

k
 —

 an
d
 h

e's still 
going to m

iss the N
ovem

ber 
publication date. 

B
ugliosi signed the original 

contract. for "Final V
erdict".—

his long delayed tom
e on the 

assassination of John F
. K

en-
n
ed

y
 —

 in
 M

ay
, 1

9
8
9
 w

ith
 

W
. W

. N
orton. 

T
h

e
 b

o
o

k
 w

ill n
o

w
 b

e
 

b
u
m

p
e
d
 to

 th
e
 sp

rin
g
 o

f 
1999. 

"V
in

cen
t ask

ed
 fo

r m
o
re 

tim
e w

ith
 th

e m
an

u
scrip

t 
and people felt that this w

as 
not a book that they w

anted 
to

 ru
sh

 in
to

 p
rin

t," sa
id

 
L

o
u
ise B

ro
ck

ett, a sp
o
k
es-

w
om

an for N
orton. 

"It w
as in the fall (`98) cata-

lo
g
 —

 so
 w

e
 m

u
st h

a
v
e
 

th
o
u
g
h
t in

 A
p
ril th

at it w
as 

realistic fo
r p

u
b
licatio

n
 th

is 
year," said B

rockett. B
ut she 

said
 th

e d
elay

 w
as "n

o
th

in
g

 
unusual." 

"V
in

ce d
ecid

ed
 to

 d
o

 o
n
e 

m
ore rew

rite," offered P
eter 

M
iller B

u
g
lio

si's ag
en

t at 
P

.M
.A

. L
iterary &

 F
ilm

 M
an-

agem
ent 41- , 

T
he delay m

eans that W
.W

. 
N

o
rto

n
 is m

in
u
s o

n
e o

f th
e 

b
ig

 g
u

n
 titles fo

r its cru
cial 

C
hristm

as selling season and 
w

ill m
iss tie-in

s to
 th

e 3
5
th

 
anniversary of the m

urder in 
D

allas on N
ov. 22, 1963. 

"M
y gut reaction is th

at th
e 

delay w
ill be som

ew
hat hurt-

fu
l, b

u
t h

e h
as a p

retty
 im

-
p

ressiv
e track

 reco
rd

 an
d

 I 
still think it w

ill be a bestsel-
ler" said G

lenn S
anislo, a co-

p
u
b
lish

er o
f S

u
b
tex

t, an
 in

-
dustry new

sletter. 
D

espite the delay, S
im

on &
 

S
c
h
u
ste

r A
u
d
io

 h
a
s ju

st 
ag

reed
 to

 p
ay

 an
 estim

ated
 

$
5

0
,0

0
0

 fo
r th

e au
d

io
 rig

h
ts 

to
 th

e b
o
o

k
 —

 w
h
ich

 th
ey

 
p

la
n

 to
 re

le
a
se

 sim
u

lta
-

neously w
ith the hardcover-

book. 
O

n
e reaso

n
 N

o
rto

n
 is n

o
t 

to
o
 u

p
set ab

o
u
t th

e latest 
delay: since signing the origi-
nal JF

K
 book deal, B

ugliosi's 
w

ritten tw
o other bestsellers 

for the publisher. In 1996, he 
w

ro
te

 O
u
tra

g
e
: T

h
e
 F

iv
e
 

R
easo

n
s th

at O
.J. .S

im
p
so

n
 

G
ot A

w
ay w

ith M
urder" and 

in
 1

9
9
1
 h

e w
ro

te "A
n
d
 th

e 
S

ea W
ill T

ell," an investiga-
tion into a 1974 m

urder m
ys-

tery on a P
acific island. 

H
e also

 to
o
k
 tim

e o
ff last 

y
ear fro

m
 th

e JF
K

 b
o
o
k
 to

 
p
en

 a q
u
ick

ie 1
0
,0

0
0
 w

o
rd

 
W

ok for the new
 paperback 

R
an

d
o
m

 H
o
u
se im

p
n
n
t, th

e 
N

ew
 L

ib
rary

 o
f C

o
n

tem
p

o
 

 
n

ary
 T

h
o

u
g

h
t. In

 th
at, h

e 
b
lasted

 th
e S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt 

for allow
ing the P

aula Jones 
sexual harassm

ent civic suit 
to proceed w

hile B
ill C

linton 
w

as still in office. 
In

 th
e latest d

eal, b
o

th
 th

e 
audio and the book carry the 
tentative subtitle: "T

he S
im

-
p
le T

ru
th

 o
n
 th

e K
illin

g
 o

f 
John F

. K
ennedy." 

T
h
e b

asic p
rem

ise o
f th

e 
b
o
o
k
 is th

at th
ere w

as n
o
 

conspiracy and that L
ee H

ar-
v
ey

 O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e lo

n
e 

g
u

n
m

an
. B

u
t in

 so
 d

o
in

g
, it 

rip
s m

an
y
 o

f th
e o

th
er co

n
-

spiracy theories as w
ell as re-

p
o
rts su

ch
 as th

e W
arren

 
C

om
m

ission that support the 
lone gunm

an theory. 
°T

his is going to be the de-
finitive w

ork on the killing of 

V
IN

C
E

N
T

 B
U

G
L

IO
S

I 
B

ook on J.F
.K

. 

K
en

n
ed

y
," in

sisted
 ag

en
t 

M
iller. 
C

h
ris L

y
n
ch

, ed
ito

rial d
i-

recto
r o

f S
im

o
n
 &

 S
ch

u
ster 

A
udio bought the book after 

read
in

g
 o

n
ly

 th
e first 1

0
0
 

p
ag

es o
f th

e m
an

u
scrip

t It 
has a good narrative quality 
to it," said L

ynch. 
L

ynch acknow
ledged 

that 
th

e assassin
atio

n
 to

p
ic h

as 
b

een
 "co

v
ered

 ag
ain

 an
d

 
again —

 but I don't think the 
A

m
erican

 p
eo

p
le h

av
e h

ad
 

their A
li of it yet." 
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