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Bugliosi says Oswald acted alone 
B

y T
o

m
 U

n
g

er 
G

lendale N
ew

s-Press 
L

a
w

y
e
r a

n
d
 a

u
th

o
r V

in
c
e
n
t 

B
u
g
lio

si faced
 w

h
at m

u
st h

av
e 

seem
ed like a hostile jury last F

ri-
d
a
y
 e

v
e
n
in

g
 a

t th
e
 G

le
n
d
a
le

 
C

en
tral L

ib
rary

 as h
e ex

p
lain

ed
 

w
h
y
 h

e feels th
ere w

as n
o
 co

n
-

spiracy behind the assassination of 
P

resident John F
. K

ennedy, just a 
24-year-old ex-M

arine nam
ed L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
T

he form
er L

os A
ngeles C

ounty 
deputy district attorney and G

len-
dale resident w

as the guest speaker 
in an authors' lecture series spon-
so

red
 b

y
 th

e F
rien

d
s o

f th
e G

len
-

dale P
ublic L

ibrary. 
T

h
e ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 2

5
0
 p

eo
p
le 

w
h
o
 atten

d
ed

 th
e fu

n
d
-raisin

g
 

ev
en

t in
 th

e lib
rary

's au
d
ito

riu
m

 
listened politely for the first hour as 
B

ugliosi gave w
hat seem

ed to be a 
m

ini-closing argum
ent on the case. 

T
h
e 5

8
-y

ear-o
ld

 law
y
er, b

est-
k
n
o
w

n
 fo

r h
is p

ro
se

c
u
tio

n
 o

f 
C

h
arles M

an
so

n
 an

d
 h

is su
b
se-

q
u
en

t b
o
o
k
, "H

elter S
k
elter: T

h
e 

T
ru

e
 S

to
ry

 o
f th

e
 M

a
n
s
o
n
 

M
u
rd

ers," p
o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at N
o
v
. 

22 w
ill be the 30th anniversary of 

the K
ennedy assassination and that 

nearly 600 books have been w
ritten 

about w
hat he term

ed "the m
ost in-

vestigated m
urder in history." 

B
ugliosi w

as hired in 1986 by a 
B

ritish T
V

 production com
pany to 

"prosecute" O
sw

ald in a m
ock trial  

(later b
ro

ad
cast in

 an
 ab

b
rev

iated
 

form
 on cable television). 

H
e to

ld
 th

e au
d
ien

ce h
o
w

, b
e-

cause of that production, he spent 
alm

o
st 1

0
0
 h

o
u
rs a w

eek
 fo

r fiv
e 

m
o
n
th

s research
in

g
 th

e ev
en

ts o
f 

th
at fatefu

l d
ay

 in
 D

allas. H
e is 

w
ritin

g
 a b

o
o
k
 to

 su
p
p
o
rt h

is b
e-

liefs. 

D
ism

issing O
liver S

tone's recent 
h
it film

 "JF
K

" as a "fan
tasy

" ("I 
w

alked out thinking I w
as the only 

o
n
e
 n

o
t in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 th
e
 c

o
n
-

sp
iracy

"), B
u
g
lio

si said
 th

e m
o
re 

he got into his research, the m
ore 

co
n
cern

ed
 h

e b
ecam

e w
ith

 b
o
o
k
s 

attem
pting to discredit the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission, w
hich had concluded 

O
sw

ald
 acted

 alo
n
e. F

ew
 p

eo
p
le 

have ever read the report explain-
ing the W

arren C
om

m
ission's con-

clusions, he added, not even those 
w

ho argue strongly against it. 
B

ugliosi touched upon tw
o of the 

m
ajor argum

ents in F
avor of a con-

spiracy: the shots reported com
ing 

from
 the grassy knoll in front of the 

p
resid

en
tial m

o
to

rcad
e an

d
 th

e 
backw

ards snap of K
ennedy's head 

after the three shots w
ere fired. 

A
 sniper w

ould have easily been 
seen

 o
n
 th

e g
rassy

 k
n
o
ll sin

ce at-
ten

tio
n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e fo

cu
sed

 in
 th

at 
area as the m

otorcade approached, 
B

ugliosi argued. S
o w

hy w
ould he 

shoot from
 there, he asked. 

In addition, a sniper at the grassy 
knoll w

ould be shooting at a target 
m

oving from
 his left to his right, 

O
n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, so

m
eo

n
e 

sh
o
o
tin

g
 fro

m
 th

e n
o
w

 in
fam

o
u
s 

T
ex

as S
ch

o
o
l B

o
o
k
 D

ep
o
sito

ry
 

w
ould have an easier angle for the 

sh
o
t, h

e said
, referrin

g
 th

e au
-

d
ien

ce to
 a larg

e m
ap

 o
f th

e as-
sassination scene he had draw

n on 
a chalk board to illustrate his talk. 

A
nd since the m

otorcade had al-
ready passed the depository w

hen 
th

e . sh
o
o
tin

g
 o

ccu
rred

, atten
tio

n
 

w
ould not be focused on a sniper 

there, he said. 
T

h
e b

ed
lam

, ex
citem

en
t an

d
 

co
n
fu

sio
n
 o

f th
e p

resid
en

t's v
isit, 

S
ee B

ugliosi / A
1
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m
other told h

im
, b

u
t 1 w

ill say that depressed and contem
plated a va

ri- C
h

ica
g

o
, Iii. 6

0
6

1
1

-0
5

6
2

. 	
T

h
iriy stu

d
e
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ts w
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itte
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BUGLIOSI 
F

ro
m

 A
9 

c
o

m
b

in
e
d

 w
ith

 th
e
 e

c
h

o
in

g
 

aco
u

stics o
f th

e p
laza w

h
ere th

e 
shots rang out, led som

e w
itnesses 

to
 m

is
ta

k
e
n

ly
 th

in
k
 s

h
o

ts
 w

e
re

 
fire

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 g

ra
s
s
y
 k

n
o

ll, 
B

ugliosi said. 
"The grassy knoll is nonsense," 

h
e said

. "It o
n

ly m
akes sen

se to
 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o

 w
an

t to
 b

elieve in
 a 

conspiracy." 
T

h
e
 8

rn
m

 film
 o

f th
e
 k

illin
g

 
taken by a bystander seem

s to show
 

K
en

n
ed

y's h
ead

 sn
ap

p
in

g
 to

 th
e 

rear, cau
sin

g
 m

an
y to

 b
elieve h

e 
w

as sh
o

t fro
m

 th
e fro

n
t (fro

m
 th

e 
grassy knoll), B

ugliosi said. 
B

u
t an

 in
-d

ep
th

 exam
in

atio
n

 o
f 

in
d

ivid
u

al fram
es o

f th
e film

 re-
v
e
a
ls

 K
e
n

n
e
d

y
's

 h
e
a
d

 in
itia

lly
 

b
ein

g
 p

u
sh

ed
 fo

rw
ard

 as th
e sh

o
t 

cam
e from

 the rear, he said. 
A

 n
e
u

ro
m

u
s
c
u

la
r re

a
c
tio

n
 

cau
sed

 K
en

n
ed

y's h
ead

 to
 sn

ap
 

b
ackw

ard
 after th

e in
itial th

ru
st 

fo
rw

ard
, B

u
g

lio
si said

. A
 p

h
o

to
 

enlargem
ent of the president at the 

p
o

in
t o

f th
e b

u
llet's im

p
act sh

o
w

s 
o

rg
an

ic m
aterial sp

rayin
g

 to
 th

e 
fro

n
t, h

e ad
d

ed
. 

B
ugliosi w

ent on to explain how
 

O
sw

ald
's fin

g
erp

rin
ts w

ere fo
u

n
d

 
on the book cartons used to build a 
w

a
ll a

ro
u

n
d

 th
e
 w

in
d

o
w

 fro
m

 
w

here the fatal shots w
ere fired as 

w
ell as on th-e m

urder w
eapon. 

O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e o

n
ly em

p
lo

yee 
o

f th
e
 b

o
o

k
 d

e
p

o
s
ito

ry
 u

n
a
c
-

counted for after the assassination; 
he lied about bringing a large paper 
b

a
g

 w
ith

 h
im

 to
 w

o
rk

 th
a

t d
a

y
 

(w
h

ic
h

 w
a
s
 a

p
p

a
re

n
tly

 u
s
e
d

 to
 

carry the m
urder w

eapon), and tw
o 

w
itnesses identified him

 as the m
an 

w
ho shot a police officer later that 

sam
e day, B

ugliosi pointed out. 
"T

h
e
 m

u
rd

e
r (o

f th
e
 o

ffic
e
r) 

b
o

re th
e sig

n
atu

re o
f a d

esp
erate 

m
an

 in
 flig

h
t," h

e co
n

ten
d

ed
. 

B
u

g
lio

si ad
d

ed
 th

at if th
ere h

ad
 

been a conspiracy and others w
ere 

in
v
o

lv
e
d

 in
 th

e
 k

illin
g

, it w
o

u
ld

 
have been im

possible to keep it se-
cret fo

r th
is lo

n
g

. T
h

ere h
as n

o
t 

b
een

 an
y so

lid
 evid

en
ce to

 p
ro

ve 
the conspiracy theory, he added. 

Finishing his form
al presentation 

in
 ab

o
u

t an
 h

o
u

r, B
u

g
lio

si field
ed

 
questions and entered into debate 
w

ith a som
etim

es row
dy audience, 

m
a
n

y
 m

e
m

b
e
rs

 o
f w

h
ic

h
 w

e
re

 
openly skeptical of his conclusions. 

R
e
fe

rrin
g

 o
fte

n
 to

 h
is

 n
o

te
s
, 

B
ugliosi rebutted m

any of the pro-
conspiracy statem

ents and claim
s 

fro
m

 th
e au

d
ien

ce w
ith

 !estim
o

n
y 

an
d

 evid
en

ce fro
m

 W
arren

 C
o

m
-

m
ission hearings, quoting specific 

volum
e and page num

bers from
 the 

com
m

ission's m
assive report. 

S
o

m
e au

d
ien

ce m
em

b
ers cam

e 
up w

ith their ow
n volum

e and page 
n

u
m

b
e
rs

 to
 s

u
p

p
o

rt th
e
ir a

rg
u

-
m

ents. 
"I can tell you people have done  

y
o

u
r h

o
m

e
w

o
rk

," B
u

g
lio

s
i s

a
id

 
adm

iringly. 
T

h
e d

iscu
ssio

n
 g

rew
 h

eated
 at 

tim
es as au

d
ien

ce m
em

b
ers in

ter-
ru

p
ted

 B
u

g
lio

si an
d

 each
 o

th
er, 

p
ro

m
p

tin
g

 th
e fam

o
u

s law
yer to

 
p

lay th
e ro

le o
f a ju

d
g

e to
 resto

re 
order. 

"I th
in

k
 w

e
 s

h
o

u
ld

 ta
k
e
 o

n
e
 

q
u

estio
n

 at a tim
e," h

e said
. "It's 

g
ettin

g
 a little u

n
ru

ly." 
A

fter an
 h

o
u

r o
f q

u
estio

n
s an

d
 

answ
ers, B

ugliosi called an end to 
th

e p
resen

tatio
n

 an
d

 th
an

ked
 th

e 
audience for participating. 

"I learn
ed

. I h
o

p
e yo

u
 learn

ed
 

som
ething also," he concluded. 
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W
ind ensem

ble 
slates concert 

T
h

e O
ccid

en
tal-C

altech
 W

in
d

 
E

nsem
ble w

ill present a program
 of 

classical and m
odern w

orks, includ-
in

g
 th

e L
o

s A
n

g
eles p

rem
iere o

f 
R

alp
h

 D
u

n
lap

's "S
ym

p
h

o
n

y in
 M

i-
n

o
r K

eys" at 8 p
.m

. to
d

ay in
 O

c-
cidental C

ollege's Thorne H
all. 

T
h

e co
n

cert b
y th

e 45-m
em

b
er 

group is free to the public. 

For m
ore inform

ation, call (213) 
259-2785. 
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