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allywood has glamorized the
private detective as a ro-
mantic figure who skulks

through perilous dark alleys
in a collar-up trencheoat hunting out in-
justice. In the movies, he toils through
the day and speeds through the night in
pursuit of evil men. But in real life, he
belongs to quite a different hreed.

My Senate wiretap investigation has
brought me into close contact with
private eyes, | have learned how they
operate, how they violate the law with
impunity. Seme are thoroughly honest
and honorable. But all too many are men
without ethics, who traffic in sordid in-
formation and would sell out a client for
a higher bid. One investigatar who gave
up the business called it “crummy,
erooked and illegal "

“It's a jungle,” he said. “Anyone who
isn't nasty has no business in iL"

This country is literally crawling with
undercover snoops who pry into the per-
sonal and business lives of private cid-
zens. Though bound by the same laws as
anyone else, they set thousands of tele-
phone taps, plant electronic’ bugs and
hidden cameras in the most private of
places, infiltrate factories and businesses
to spy on employees and competitars,

The day of the private detective who
hailed a cab and shouted, “Follow that
car!” is past. Today he is more likely to
attach a tiny transmitier under the
fender and trafl the car by radio-signal
from a mile away. Modern technology
enables him to watch & quarry or over-
hear a conversation from a safe distance.
Na longer does he need to burst in on a
love nest with a Bash camera. It's simpler

Modern look In undercover wark—de-it-yoursalf private-ave kit
for domestic relations cases—is exhibited by detective agency
chief lohn Leon (r.), as he uses specially made transistor
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Laon at his desk: Electronic gadgatry has
provided jet-age supersieuths with a score
of insidious weapons for easier snooping.
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radio to bug phone conversation of suspect spouse in
nearby room (). With devices included in kit, closa
tabs can be kept on anyone—and at safe distances,

o film the bedmom scene with a con-
cealed camera.

One private detective agency offers a
“ten-dsy blitz service™ in domestic rela-
tions cases. “We came up with what was
practically a do-it-yourself system for
seeing and hearing what is happening
around the house while you are away,”
explains John Leon, head of Washing:
ton's second oldest agency. First, a small
“bug” is put on the telephone. It is so
simple anyone can install it. Next, a spe-
cial movie camera is mounted where it
can't be seen but can photograph the
bedroom. It takes pictures automatically
every 30 seconds. Even the suspected
spouse’s car is bugged. Stuck into the
dome light is 4 tiny transmitter that picks
up conversations and records them on a
tape recorder hidden in the trunk.

With a few minutes’effort, the de-it-
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vourself investigator can have his wife's
moves monitored for ten days, All the

S400, less than half what 3 good detec-
ve would charge for his peeping Tom
service. Leon also provided my commit-
tee with the Incidental intelligence that
most marital cases today involve hus-
bands checking on their wives. Only ten
vears ago, he said, BO percent were
wives checking on thelr husbands. Pri-
vately he attributes this reversal to the
sudden popularity of birth-control pills.
The balding, 57-year-old Leon, who
is a mild man and swigs low-calorie saft
drinks from the bottle, hardly bl

Such a memchard—A. David Terp-
stre—uwas planted on the payroll of the
H. L. Moore Drug Company of New
Britain, Conn., which had been swlling
rug products For less than the manufac-
turer's “suggested] prices.” One of the big
drug makers retained John Saviane, o
‘im Yoark City investigator, who had 43
ing across the

back to was
large, the possibility of gerting caught television over a bottle of Scotch.
small. Bminm!mdu:harebemmemm
The same igator was ined ge that many have
by Southern Bell Telephone Company of dopted During the
Louisiana t6 monitor over 40,000 tele- bidding an 2 $10 million icipal con-
phone lines in an attempt to catch some tract, a detective was hired by one bidder
employees who were salling long-dis- to find out bow much his chief rival
tance service al a discount to bookies. To would bid. The bids are kept so secret

the Green Homet. He has skulked
through his share of dark alleys during
his 32 years in the business, but his only
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his office—just photographs of his wife
and three children.

BUGS AND BUG DETECTORS

In keeping with the new age, how-
ever, his innocent-seeming desk phone
contains a tiny black box that records all
conversations on his five telephone lines.
Indeed, he has u drawerful of assorted
miniature bugs. The Jupanese transistor
radio on his desk isn't a radio at all but
“bug” detector. It locates 3 hidden bug
by picking up the radio signal. Once
tuned to the bug's transmitting frequen-
<y, this handy detector can bug the con-
versation that the bug is bugging.

The typical private eye, once he hooks
o client, has two pressing interests—
getting the job done as quickly as pos-
sible and collecting as large a fee as he
can. OF less concern are the methods.
Leon told our committee candidly that
he merely goes after the information the
client wants and leaves the question of
ethics to the client,

The hired snoop wsually will begin a
background investigation at any of a
number of credit bureaus, which keep 1
fantastic amount of information on
private citizens. Ten years ago, the New
York Credit Bureau already had files on
5 million people and was adding 10,000
names a week. From contacts inside a
credit burcau. an investigator can get a
rundowa on almost anyone,

He slso has access to Western Union
messages, unlisted telephone numben.
hotel registration cards, I
tax records, social security employment
records and military records. It is
rumored that detectives cun even arrange
For private “mall covers.” A locksmith
told our committee that private eyes in
the Washinginn area have master keys
for all the major hotels, When asked how
they procured the keys, he sail, “Money
buys evervthing”

Mest investigators seem to have no
qualms about using clectromic devices.
Many have confessed under oath that
they use wirctaps freely. We came across

knowing subscribers.

Industrial esplonage has become sa
idespread that busi tycoons hire
investigators to their secrets,

beat his rival on the market with them.
When the victims turned the probl

that each firm’s own representative usu-
ally must put through a telephone call
just before the deadline to get the final
fgure. The detective simply planted a
bug in the telephone booth which the
rival bidder would most likely use. Un-
known to the detective the competitor
had taken into sceount the possibility of
a wiretsp and had made advance arrange-
ments with his representative to bid
5200,000 less than the figure quoted on

& bid only $100,000 lower and lost the
contract by $100,000. The detective also
lost 3 hig commissian, although not from

lack of trying.
Detecti cies not only plant
7

over to the i he ;!
]numlﬂuhptbdh:hﬁudfhdh-
stalled feor the competitor.

Another investigator planted a tiny
television camera in a picture frame
looking down on a conference room that
had been chosen for an important busi-
ness meeting. Guards were posted out-

opera-
tives inside busk firms. S imes a
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tain employment for Terpsira with the

H. L. Moore company. Gradually,

Terpstra worked his way into a position

ofcmﬂd:n:e wh:rehcmld-udyﬂle
*s mail-order

He mailed daily r!puu to Saviano,
who compiled a sort of peeping “tome"—
142 pages of information, single spaced,
giving nindowns on 22 workers' affice

threatened reprisals and all but dried up
his sources.

It must be remembered that all private
Investigators are not shady operators,
Som: organizations, such as the 100-

company will hire a spy to watch its own
employees and try to curb internal theft,
which drains 52 billion annually from
business profits. Other times a2 company
will plant & spy in a competitor's plant tn
Blch trade secrets.

“Ten-day blitz" kit comes complete with
diagram that shows do-it-yourseifer in
2ight steps how to tap mate’s phone. tape

record all—;m; m— ‘s' ;uming t‘hai d;
vice's use is “Subject to legal restrictions
which are sole responsibiiity of purchaser *

Council of International In-
vestigators, propound ethics codes bar-
ring illegal or unethical wiretaps and
requiring member agencies to counsel
‘clients “against any illegal or unethical
course of action.” But I have come to the
the reluctant conclusion from my own
studies that there are more bad than good
guys in the snooping business,

‘What can be done to protect the rights
of individuals whaose privacy is invaded
by the investigators?

Legislation is needed tv curb elec-
tronic eavesdropping, and the laws al-
ready on the hooks must be enforced.
Bernard Spindell, a former private in-
vestigator who is now devoted to detect-
ing and preventing eavesdropping,
claims that ten years ago we were 25
years behind in regulating electronic
equipment. He added that we are now 50
years behind, and the gap is widening.

The problem. } s primarih

one for the states, which must adopt
vahea gk danls for Besndh
private investigators. Only 22 states re-
quire any Heense at all. Where licenses

are required—usually for the agency but
not for all its agents—qualification is
easy and revocation is rare. The Investi-
gators are not likely to respect the pub-
lic's privacy as long as they serve their
clients’” needs and are not convicted of
felonies, Undercovermen often operate
outside the states in which their agencies
are licensed, blithely ignoring any local
requirement that out-of-state agents be
licensed.

The states should take action at onee
in this ficld. If they will not, then the
federal government shoukl move in o
protect the privacy of all of us.




