
LIFE .. SNOOPING ELECTRONIC 
INVASION OF 

PRIVACY 
The man on the opposite page, peering through 
an illuminated magnifying glass as he assembles 
a tiny bugging device, is a specialist in the multi-
million-dollar industry of eavesdropping. With-
out the slightest awareness on the victim's part, 
this handiwork may wind up in the olive of a 
nearby martini, in the mouthpiece of his tele-
phone, in a knob on his car's dashboard, in the 
handle of his briefcase, even in a cavity in the 
tooth of an intimate associate. It will pick up 
what he says, amplify it and transmit it word for 
word to tape recorders that sometimes are situ-
ated hundreds of miles away. Despite the protec-
tion against invasion of privacy afforded by the 
Fourth Amendment to the Constitution, hugging 
is so shockingly widespread and so increasingly 
insidious that no one can he certain any longer 
that his home is his castle—free of intrusion. 

Senator Edward V. Long (Dem.-Mo.), whose 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee hiss been hold-
ing intensive hearings on invasion of privacy by 
government agencies, has charged that "Federal 
agents are embarked on a nationwide campaign 
of wiretapping. snooping and harassment of 
American citizens?' The government has been 
electronically spying on its citizens for years. The 
Internal Revenue Service, for example, has ad-
mitted bugging public and private phones and 
even rooms where IRS auditors called business-
men for questioning, on the theory they might 
reveal something when IRS men left the room. 

Federal agencies and police operatives at least 
can argue that wiretapping and bugging are help-
ful aids in the enforcement of the law. But that 
justification does not exist for the growing le-
gions of pri vale ci tizens—b usi nessmen, union of-
ficials, employers, suspicious spouses—who find 
it ridiculously easy to indulge in electronic spy-
ing. They can choose from a vast array of inexpen-
sive, easy-to-install snooping devices which can 
be bought over the counter with no questions 
asked. On these pages Lin reveals in detail this 
electronic assault on privacy, the murky legal 
problems that are involved and the phenomenon 
which long before Orwell's 1984 presages what 
Senator Long has called "a naked society, where 
every citizen is a denizen in a goldfish bowl.-  
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by JOHN NEARY 
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