
Law Professors 
Attack Claim 
Of Tap Powers 

Thirteen prominent law pro-
fessors hare called on _Attor-
ney General John N. Mitchell 
to drop his claim that the Gov-
ernment may wiretap and bug, 
free from court supervision, 
domestic organization is con-
siders subversive_ 

"To grant such a claim 
would gravely threaten some 
of our most fundamental litter• 
ties as well as the rule of taw 
itself: the law professor said 
in a letter to Mitchell_ 

The Justice Department, 
which asserted the eavesdrop 
power in a legal brief filed in 
the conspiracy case against 
eight protesters at Last sum-
mer's Democratic National 
Convention, had no comment 
on the letter_ 

The professors, including  

; Dean Louis H. Pollak of Yale 
i Law School, said they took no 
position on the Government's 
right to unfettered eavesdrop-
ping in "foreign intelligence" 

:investigations under the Prcsi• 
kleiirs foreign affairs powers, 
ibut added, "We firmly can 
idemn this attempt to obtain 

I

such absolute power against 
our own people in domestic al-

, fairs." 
In its Chicago brief the Jus-

i tire Department said the Exec-
olive Branch had special corn- 

1 

 peter.ce that judges neressar-
ay lacked to determine 
whether taps and microphones 

I

should be used against "do-
mestic organizations seeking 
to attack and subvert the Gov-
ernment by illegal means." 

The professors said the re-
' cently disclosed wiretapping 
_of the late Rev. Dr, Martin Le-i 
Cher King Jr_ and Elijah Mu- 
hammed showed 'how dubious 
is the competence" of Federal 
officials. 

"The argument that Rig 
Brother knows best has been 
steadily invoked in order to 
resist the application of many 
other provisions of the Bill of 
Rights.' the letter said. 

Besides Pollak, the signers 
of the letter were Anthony G 
Amsterdam, 1.:versity of 
Pennsylvania; Vern Yotmtry. 
man. Harvard; Norman Dor-
sen, New York University; Ste-
ven B. Duke, Yale: Kenneth 
W. Graham Jr.. UCLA; Gerald 
Gunther, Stanford: Michael S. 
Josephson.. Wayne State; Yale 
Kamisar and Arthur R. Miller, 
Michigan; Edmund W. Bach, 
Chicago: Berman Schwartz. 
State University of New York 
at Buffalo, and Alan Westin, 
Columbia, 


