
U.S. Releases Text 
Of 'Bugs' on Baker 

Says Recordings 
By FBI Don't 
Affect Tax Case 

By iliCialVi-farWOOd 
Washington Poet Mall Writer 

The Justice Department 
made extraordinary revela-
tions in Federal Court yes- 
terday on the origins and 
nature of its fraud and in- 
come tax case against Rob-
ert G. {Bobby) Baker, former 
secretary to the Senate Ma-
jority. 

In the process, the Depart-
ment made public a 34-page 
transcript of Baker conversa-
tions which had been secretly 
monitored by the FBI but 
which government lawyers in-
sisted was unrelated to Baker's 
indictment. 

The FBI's eavesdropping, 
the transcript revealed, in-
cluded private conversations 
between Baker and such di-
verse figures as a Las Vegas 
gambler and a White House 
aide, Mike Manatos. 
Informants Named 

But none of these record-
ings, Justice Department at-

. torney William 0. Bittman 
told the court, had any con-
nection with the Baker indict-
ment or with any evidence 
	.that will be offered against 
!him. 

Bittman identified Wayne 
L. Bromley, a Baker friend 
and a former lobbyist for the 
National Coal Policy Confer-
ence, as one of the key 
government informants. An 
anonymous letter to the In-
ternal Revenue Service on 
August 30, 1963, and a tip 
from John Nicoll, an attorney 
.n the office of the Comptrol-
er of the Treasury, also fig-
ired in the indictment, ac-
:circling to affidavits Rittman 
aibmitted to the Court. 

By Harry NaItchroran, Staff Photegranher 

Bobby Baker traces court after hearing FBI revelations. 

In naming his informants 
Bittman attempted to answer 
he allegation of Baker's at-
torney, Edward Bennett Wil-
liams, that the indictment was 
'tainted" by the "criminal be-
aavior" of the FBI's eaves-
dropping crews. 
Judge Must Decide 

The two lawyers argued the 
point before Federal District 
Judge Oliver Gasch, who must 
decide whether the Baker in-
dictment is defective as a re-
sult of the FBI's actions. 

Before the day was over, 
Baker himself—redfaced and 
tense—had taken the stand to 
testify about his extensive 
use of a Sheraton-Carlton Ho-
tel suite which Bittman admit-
ted had been electronically 
"bugged" by the FBI from 
February to April, 1963. The 
suite — rooms 438 and 440 -
was rented by Fred B. Black 
Jr., a Washington' business 
consultant. 

During that period, Bittman 
told the court, J. Edgar Hoov-
er's agents eavesdropped on 
11 conversations in which 
Baker participated, 

He also admitted that the 
FBI had bugged Baker con... 
versations from monitoring 
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posts in Miami and Las Vegas. 
The FBI used electronic 
equipment secretly installed 
in the offices of Benjamin 
Sigelbaum, a Miami finan-
cier, and Edward Levinson, 
owner of the Fremont Hotel 
and Gambling Casino in Las 
Vegas. 

Sigelbaum, Black and Lev-
inson, according to Bittman, 
were placed under surveil-
lance by the FBI in connec-
tion with an investigation of 
"organized crime." All three 
are former business associates 
of Baker. 

Held An Accident 
It was purely an accident, 

Bittman said, that Baker be-
came a subject of this eaves-
dropping operation. 

But Bittman implied that 
there are other recordings 
in the Government's posses-
sion of conversations be-
tween Baker and an unidenti-
fied party who consented to 
cooperate with government 
monitors. 

He said Williams and Baker 
were not entitled to see these 
transcripts because they may 
be used as evidence when 
and if Baker goes to trial. 

Williams disagreed and 
Judge Gasch withheld a rul-
ing. The proceeding resumes 
at 10 a.m. today. 

The 34-page transcript sup-
plied to the Court was a com-
plete record of all Baker con-
versations monitored by the 
FBI, according to. an affidavit 
submitted by FBI Director T. 
Edgar Hoover. 

Hoover Statement 
"Baker's conversations," said 

Hoover, "were never covered 
by electronic surveillance by 
the FBI at any other time or 
place." 

The first recording of Bak-
er made by the FBI monitors 
was of a conversation with 
Levinson. It was picked up 
Nov. 1, 1962, by an electronic 
bug installed by the FBI in 
Levinson's office phone at the 
Fremont Casino. 

"How are you, Bobbie?" the 
transcript reads. ". . . You're 
coming in on TWA. Okay. 
Yeah, I know Benny is there. 
Right now I'll put you into the 
Sands (Hotel). I'll get a hold 
of Cliff — MI call him right 
now, Well, Charlie won't be 
therg--his wife is being oper-
ated on . . . You're going to  

stay through Sunday? Okay, 
Buddy." 

Between that date and 
March 31, 1963, three more 
Levinson-Baker conservations 
were recorded. Two of them 
involved a Las Vegas architec-
tural firm—Zick & Sharp—
which was attempting to ob-
tain a contract for the design 
of the new Federal Building 
in Las Vegas. 

Only Levinson's end of the 
conversation was recorded 
and in it he strongly implied 
that Zick & Sharp had agreed 
to make political contributions 
in exchange for Government 
business." 

"Inauguration" Mentioned 
Levinson mentioned an "in-

auguration" at which the ad• 
mission price was $1000 a 
plate and subsequently said: 

"In regard to the architects 
here, he said it's O.K. Zick 
and Sharp . . . 1806 South 
Main Street, Las Vegas . 
He told me they wrote in to 
the general office of the GAO, 
I don't know what they call it. 
GSA. In regards to the one 
here in Las Vegas. I said, 
well if you deliver on this 
one, I'm sure they can help 
You on this other one. I said. 
all you have to do is (pause) 
I says, he committed himself 
to buy the 8 tickets. I said, on 
your next job, I don't know 
what they will want." 

(Walter Zick, a partner in 
the Las Vegas firm, said the 
Implications in the transcript 
were untrue and represented 
a "low blow." Zick said he 
got the architectural contract 
for the $4.3 million Federal 
Building going up there now 
but had made no political con-
tributions to anyone and had 
not even discussed the matter 
with Levinson. 

(Zick said his firm is also 
the architect for an addition 
to Levinson's Fremont Hotel 
which is presently under con-
struction.) 

Levinson and Baker, accord-
ing to the FBI transcript, also 
discussed a pending trip to the 
Dominican Republic, presum-
ably for the inauguration of 
President Juan Bosch in the 
spring of 1963. The then Vice 
President Lyndon Johnson 
was the official U.S, Govern-
ment representative. 

"The inauguration is when?"  

L e v In s o n said. "Well I've 
never been to the Dominican 
Republic. I'd be glad to go. 
Well all I'm interested in Is 
my brother ("Sleep-Out" Louie 
Levinson). Well he could he 
the bag man for them. You 
know he knows the business." 

The FBI bugging of the 
Black suite at the Sheraton- 
Carlton commenced on Febru- 
ary 7, 1963, and the first Baker 
conversation picked up there, 
according to the transcript, in-
volved Mike Manatos, who was 
then one of Lawrence 
O'Brien's assistants at the 
White House. 

The agent monitoring the 
Black bugging noted in his 
log that an "unknown male 
used the dial telephone . . . 
and said he was Bobby Baker." 
The call was to Manatos—pre- 
sumably at the White House—
and the conversation con- 
cerned committee assignments 
in Congress as well as pros-
pects for the Administration's 
1963 tax bill: "Baker said he 
tried to get a committee out 
of (Sen. Everett M. Dirksen 
. . . but they were not able 
to agree." 

Two days later—on Feb. 11, 
1963—the FBI recorded a con- 
versation between Baker and 
Black which took place in the 
suite. Black mentioned a num- 
ber of political figures. He 
told Baker he had been in-
formed then-Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy and his form- 
er deputy Nicholas deB. Kat-
zenbach had decided to pros- 
ecute Black on an income tax 
charge to "make this the Billie 
Sol Estes case of the year." 

Black professed his inno-
cence and told Baker, accord-
ing to the transcript: 

"I want you to back away 
from my problems. If anything 
happens to me and I have to 
go to the wrong place, I want 
somebody taking over to make 

living for my family while 

t. 
a 
it 

c'm gone. You just putt away 
and don't concern yourself 
anymore with It. I'll fight it 
out ... I got to be vindicated. 
While I'm not too (obscene) 
good to steal money from the 
Government in taxes, I just 
lldn't. I'm sarry I didn't. 1 
didn't do it and I'm sorry now 
I didn't do It. I just got a bad 
break when your boy (Sen. 
Robert Kerr died, that's all." 

Business Discussed 

Their discussion on this oc-
casion ranged over many mat-
ters including a scheme to 
invest in a medical building 
with a fallout shelter. Baker 
told Black that Congress was 
interested in foldout shelters. 

Baker later placed a-call to 
Dean McGee of the Kerr-
McGee 011 Ca. in Oklahoma 
City, to talk about politics and 
business. 

"Well, Lyndon told me the 
other day," Baker is quoted 
In the transcript, "that (Rep.) 
Carl Albert told him they did 
not think Bob (Kerr) Jr. could 
win that seat. 

"They want you (McGee) to 



tak
e it. I to

ld
 th

em
 th

at w
as 

o
u
t" 

T
h

e m
o
n
ito

rin
g
 ag

en
t su

m
-

m
arized

 th
e rest o

f th
e co

n
-

versation: 
"(B

aker) tells M
cG

ee (R
ep.) 

A
lb

ert w
an

ts to
 g

et G
en

eral 
D

y
n
am

ics to
 b

u
ild

 a p
lan

t in
 

O
klahom

a. C
arl says h

e's g
o

t 
to

 h
av

e so
m

eth
in

g
 in

 h
is d

is-
trict to

 su
rv

iv
e p

o
litically

. D
. 

(S
en. R

ichard) R
ussell m

ade a 
d
eal to

 (S
en

. J. H
o
w

ard
) E

d
-

m
ondson on (the S

enate) S
pec 

C
o

em
m

ittee. C
lin

t (S
en

. C
lin

-
to

n
) A

n
d

erso
n

 isn
't g

o
 to

 d
o

 
an

y
th

in
g
 fo

r O
k
lah

o
m

a an
y
-

w
ay." 

E
xpresses 'C

oncern' 
B

lack
 th

en
 g

o
t o

n
 th

e p
h

o
n

e 
to M

cG
ee and is quoted: 

"T
w

o
 th

in
g
s, first o

f a
ll, 

since the old m
an (S

en. R
obert 

K
err) died, this fellow

 (N
A

S
A

 
D

irector Jam
es) W

ebb has got-
ten

 w
eak

er an
d

 w
eak

er w
h

ere 
state o

f O
k

lah
o

m
a is co

n
cern

-
e
d
... H

e's ju
st n

o
t d

o
in

g
 an

y
-

th
in

g
 fo

r u
s. I'm

 g
ettin

g
 co

n
-

cern
ed

 ab
o

u
t a few

 th
in

g
s in

 
O

klahom
a C

ity itself. N
A

S
A

 is 
not helping us. W

hen the B
en- 

P
hotos b. T

h. W
ashioston P

ost and A
P

 

B
L

A
C

K
 L

E
V

IN
S

O
N

 S
IG

E
L

B
A

U
M

 

. . . all "
b

u
gged

"
 b

y F
B

I 

star w
as aliv

e, h
e'd

 b
e h

elp
-

ing." 
A

t th
e
 e

n
d

 o
f th

is c
a
ll, 

B
a
k

e
r is q

u
o

te
d

 a
s te

llin
g

 
B

lack
 th

at E
arle C

lem
en

ts, 
fo

rm
e
r K

e
n
tu

c
k
y
 S

e
n
a
to

r, 
m

ad
e a "d

eal" to
 settle h

is tax
 

p
ro

b
le

m
s w

ith
 th

e
 F

e
d

e
ra

l 
G

overnm
ent and "the F

B
I and 

In
tern

al R
ev

en
u

e co
u

ld
n

't d
o

 
a th

in
g
. " 

T
h
e
 c

o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
 e

n
d
e
d
 

w
ith

 a p
ercep

tiv
e sp

ecu
latio

n
 

by B
lack: 

"I w
o

n
d

e
r if th

e
y

 g
o

t th
e
 

lin
es tap

p
ed

." 
B

o
th

 B
ak

er an
d
 B

lack
 ap

-
p
eared

 in
 co

u
rt y

esterd
ay

 to
 

su
p

p
o

rt atto
rn

ey
 W

illiam
s' ar-

g
u

m
en

t th
at n

o
t all th

e B
ak

er 
conversations recorded by the 
F

B
I h

av
e b

een
 m

ad
e av

ail-
able. 

T
h
e tw

o
 m

en
 testified

 th
at 

B
aker used the B

lack suite al-
m

o
st d

a
ily

. B
a
k
e
r sa

id
 h

e
 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e m

ad
e as m

an
y
 as 

5
0
0
 telep

h
o
n
e calls fro

m
 th

e 
su

ite
 in

 th
e
 p

e
rio

d
 th

e
 F

B
I 

b
u
g
 w

as in
 o

p
eratio

n
 —

 fro
m

 
F

eb
ru

ary
 to

 A
p

ril, 1
9

6
3

. B
u

t 
o
n
ly

 1
1
 calls w

ere in
 th

e F
B

I 
tran

sev
iat. 

B
ak

er also
 said

 h
e h

ad
 n

u
• 

m
ero

u
s co

n
v
ersatio

n
s in

 th
e 

su
ite w

ith
 W

ay
n

e B
ro

m
ley

, 
w

h
o

se testim
o

n
y

 w
as cru

cial 
to

 B
a
k
e
r's in

d
ic

tm
e
n
t fo

r 
evading $23,090 In F

ederal in-
c
o
m

e
 ta

x
e
s a

n
d
 o

b
ta

in
in

g
 

$100,000 by fraud. 
B

rom
lye described in detail,  

sa
id

 p
ro

se
c
u

to
r R

ittm
a
n

, a
 

schem
e under w

hich a num
ber 

o
f co

rp
o

ratio
n

s —
 In

clu
d

in
g

 
U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s F
re

ig
h
t, a

n
d
 

F
irst W

e
ste

rn
 F

in
a
n

c
ia

l—
m

ad
e clan

d
estin

e p
ay

m
en

ts to
 

B
ak

er. T
h

e ch
eck

s, said
 B

itt-
m

an
, w

ere m
ad

e o
u

t to
 B

rom
-

ley, 
w

h
o

 g
av

e th
e m

o
n

ey
 to

 
B

ak
er. B

ro
m

ley
 rep

o
rted

 th
e 

m
o

n
ey

 o
n

 h
is o

w
n

 in
co

m
e tax

  retu
rn

 an
d

 p
aid

 th
e tax

es d
u

e, 
said

 B
ittm

an
. 

"A
s a resu

lt o
f th

e In
fo

rm
a- 

tio
n

 fu
rn

ish
ed

 to
 b

e b
y

 B
ro

m
-

ley
 (o

n
 F

eb
. 1

5
, 1

9
6

5
)," said

 
B

ittm
an

, "an
d
 h

is testim
o
n
y
 

b
efo

re th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
, to

g
eth

-
er w

ith
 o

th
er ev

id
en

ce w
h

ich
 

th
e g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 in

q
u
iry

 d
ev

o
l-

oped, it w
as recom

m
ended that 

B
ak

er b
e in

d
icted

..." 
B

ak
er to

ld
 th

e co
u

rt y
ester-

d
a
y
 h

e
 h

a
d
 o

fte
n
 m

e
t w

ith
 

B
rom

ley in B
lack's suite to dis-

cuss "business m
atters" w

hich 
m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 related

 to
 th

e 
Indictm

ent. 
W

illiam
s O

bjection 
W

h
en

 B
ittm

an
 p

ressed
 h

im
 

to
 elab

o
rate, B

ak
er's law

y
er, 

W
illiam

s, objected on grounds 
th

at B
ittm

an
 w

as g
o

in
g

 b
e-

y
o
n
d
 th

e q
u
estio

n
 o

f w
h
eth

er 
th

e F
B

I's b
u

g
g

in
g

 h
ad

 b
een

 
a facto

r in
 th

e In
d

ictm
en

t. 
A

t th
at p

o
in

t, Ju
d

g
e G

u
th

 
recessed

 th
e h

earin
g

 u
n

til to
-

day. 
Y

esterd
ay

 's p
ro

ceed
in

g
s 

w
ere notew

orthy in several re-
sp

ects. T
h

ey
 p

ro
d

u
ced

 n
ew

 
co

n
firm

atio
n

 o
f th

e ex
ten

siv
e 

electro
n

ic eav
esd

ro
p

p
in

g
 o

r-
d
ered

 b
y
 J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er 

In 
th

e early
 1

9
6
0
s as p

art o
f th

e 
F

B
I's in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f "o

rg
an

-
ized

 crim
e." T

h
ey

 id
en

tified
 

th
e tip

sters w
h

o
se lead

s an
d

 
testim

o
n

y
 w

ere in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 
B

ak
er's in

d
ictm

en
t. A

n
d

 th
ey

 
raised

 an
ew

 th
e co

n
stitu

tio
n
al 

q
u
estio

n
s in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 elec-
tronic surveillance by G

overn-
m

ent agencies. 
O

ther B
ugs C

onfirm
ed 

W
h
ile in

sistin
g
 th

at B
ak

er's 
conversations had been bugged 
in

 o
n

ly
 th

ree lo
catio

n
s, th

e 
G

overnm
ent confirm

ed the ex-
isten

ze o
f at least fiv

e o
th

er  listen
in

g
 d

ev
iceif u

sed
 b

y
 th

e 
F

B
I in

 L
as V

eg
as. 

T
h
ey

 w
ere id

en
tified

 o
n
ly

 
b

y
 file n

u
m

b
ers-9

2
-8

2
6

, 9
2

-
703, 92-461, 92-704, and 92-706. 
T

h
o
se files, a Ju

stice D
ep

art-
m

en
t affid

av
it said

, co
n
tain

 
"n

o
 reco

rd
 o

f an
y
 co

n
v
ersa-

tio
n

 in
 w

h
ich

 th
e d

efen
d

an
t, 

R
o

b
ert G

. B
ak

er, w
as a p

ar-
ticip

an
t o

r at w
h

ich
 h

e w
as 

present." 
T

h
e 3

4
 p

ag
es o

f tran
scrip

-
tions, said F

B
I D

irector H
oov-

er in
 an

o
th

er d
o
cu

m
en

t, are 
the "only logs containing con-
v

ersatio
n

s in
 w

h
ich

 th
e d

e-
fe

n
d

a
n

t p
a
rtic

ip
a
te

d
 o

r a
t 

w
h
ich

 h
e w

as p
resen

t." 


