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T

he H
ouse Intelligence C

om
m

ittee 
v
o
ted

 8
 to

 2
 y

esterd
ay

 to
 ap

p
ro

v
e a 

b
ill req

u
irin

g
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t to
 o

b
-

tain court approval for the use of elec-
tronic surveillance in m

ost foreign in-
teL

lignece cases. 
R

ep
. R

o
b
ert M

eC
lo

ry
 (R

ill.) an
d
 

John A
shbrook (R

-O
hio) dissented af-

ter failin
g

 in
 an

 effo
rt to

 b
ro

ad
en

 th
e 

opportunities for bugging U
.S

. citizens 
w

ho are w
orking for a foreign pow

er. 
T

h
e
 b

ill re
q
u
ire

s th
a
t th

e
y
 b

e
 In

-
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 activ
ities w

h
ich

 "m
ay

 in
- 

volve" a crim
inal violation. 

A
sh

b
ro

o
k

 an
d

 M
cC

lo
ry

 w
an

ted
 to

 
drop that standard altogether. 

A
fter a secret b

riefin
g

 last w
eek

 
fro

m
 D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t o

fficials 
an

d
 o

th
er ad

m
in

istratio
n
 w

itn
esses, 

the com
m

ittee did, how
ever, approve 

an
o
th

er am
en

d
m

en
t p

erm
ittin

g
 th

e 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t to
 co

n
tin

u
e th

e in
tercep

-
tio

n
 o

f co
m

m
u

n
icatio

n
s "ex

clu
siv

ely
 

b
etw

een
 o

r am
o
n
g
 fo

reig
n
 p

o
w

ers" 
w

ithout going to the courts. 
R

ep. R
om

ano M
azzoll (D

-K
y.) ob-

jected
, say

in
g
 h

e feared
 th

is m
ig

h
t 

leave F
B

I agents assigned to carry out  

th
e "b

lack
 b

ag
" jo

b
s p

reced
in

g
 su

ch
 

intercepts in legal jeopardy. 
B

ey
o
n
d
 th

at, M
azzo

ll said
 h

e felt 
strongly that the m

ain selling point of 
th

e b
ill o

u
g

h
t to

 h
e th

at "ev
ery

 co
m

-
m

u
n
icatio

n
 • p

ick
ed

 u
p
 b

y
 a w

iretap
 

concerning foreign surveillance w
ould 

be preceded by a court order." 
T

h
e ex

em
p
tio

n
 ap

p
ro

v
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
co

m
m

ittee o
v

er M
azzo

li's o
b

jectio
n

s 
involves som

e highly secret m
ethod of 

intercepting com
m

unications betw
een, 

fo
r in

stan
ce, a fo

reig
n
 em

b
assy

 an
d
 

its overseas capital. 
"T

here are no U
.S

. persons involved 
in

 th
e p

articu
lar ty

p
e o

f su
rv

eillan
ce 

w
e're concerned w

ith here." R
ep. M

or-
gan M

urphy (D
-III.) em

phasied after 
alluding to the the secret briefing. 

M
cC

lory said the intelligence com
-

m
u

n
ity

 d
id

 n
o

t w
an

t to
 su

b
ject th

e 
highly sensitive system

 "to risk of dis- 
clo

su
re ...ju

d
icial in

terferen
ce 	

o
r 

d
elay

," b
u
t M

azzo
ll said

 h
e saw

 little 
d

an
g

er in
 sh

arin
g

 th
e secret w

ith
 th

e 
1
1
 d

istrict ju
d
g
es an

d
 3

 ap
p
ellate 

Judges w
ho w

ill be assigned under the 
b
ill to

 c
o
n
sid

e
r th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t's 

other eletronic surveillance request. 
A

bout 75,000 people in the govern-
m

en
t h

av
e p

o
ten

tial access to
 d

etails 
ab

o
u
t th

e secret in
tercep

ts, it w
as 

said, although only 150 actually know
 

of it. 
C

om
m

ittee C
hairm

an E
dw

ard R
. B

o-
lan

d
 (D

-M
ass.) "Y

o
u

're n
o

t g
o

in
g

 to
 

g
et th

is b
ill th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e H

o
u

se in
 an

y
 

9
5

 to
 1

 fash
io

n
," a referen

ce to
 th

e 
m

argin by w
hich the S

enate approved 
a sim

ilar m
easure last m

onth. 
A

n A
m

erican C
ivil L

iberties U
nion 

sp
o
k
esm

an
 said

 th
e b

ill w
as a w

el-
com

e Im
provem

ent over current prac-
tice an

d
 stro

n
g

er in
 so

m
e resp

ects 
than the S

enate-approved m
easure. 

"T
he A

C
L

U
 is opposed to all w

ire-
tap

p
in

g
 b

u
t th

at said
. w

e th
in

k
 th

e 
C

o
n

g
ress is n

o
w

 g
o

in
g

 b
ey

o
n

d
 th

e 
co

u
rts in

 p
ro

tectin
g
 civ

il lib
erties In

 
th

is area," said
 A

C
L

U
 law

y
er Jerry

 
B

erm
an. T

he governm
ent, be noted, is 

co
n
d
u
ctin

g
 electro

n
ic su

rv
eillan

ce in
 

fo
reig

n
 in

tellig
en

ce cases rig
h

t n
o

w
 

w
ith

o
u

t an
y

 ju
d

icial w
arran

ts an
d

 th
e 

co
u

rts h
av

e n
ev

er ru
led

 ag
ain

st th
e 

practice. 
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