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federal judge has granted a 
defense motion to suppress 
government wiretap evidence 
in a Petersburg area gambling 
case after twice refusing gov-
ernment motions to quash a 
subpoena for former U,S. At-
torney General JohriN. Mitch-
ell. 

U.S. District Court Judge 
Robert it. Merhige Jr. said in 
granting the motion Monday 
that the government had 
failed to establish the autho-
rity by which the wiretap 
evidence was gathered. 

Merhige's ruling led to the 
withdrawal, for the time being 
at least, of a subpoena for the 
appearance of Mitchell in 
connection with the disputed 
wiretap. 

The gambling case centers 
an the alleged placing of tele-
phone bets on sporting events. 
The suppression of wiretap ev-
idence would damage the ef-
forts of government prosecu-
tors. 

Murray Janus, attorney for 
two of the 18 defendants in 
the gambling case, argued 
Monday that the wiretap au-
thority was improperly 
granted by an acting assistant 
attorney genera]. 

Government attorneys con-
tended that Mitchell person-
ally had authorized the wire-
tap through the use of hisini-
tials. But Merhige said this 
had no direct bearing on the 
invalid authorization approval. 

Merhige said the govern. 
ment had failed to identify 
properly the source of the au-
thorization when seeking fed-
eral court approval as re-
quired by law. 


