J ﬁtlgé Bars
Evidence on

P‘gi::?“ll 3 (AP)—A

federal judge has granted a
defense motion to ‘suppress
govemmant wiretap evidence
{ in aFatersburg area gambling
case after twiee refusing gov-
m'nment motionn to quash a
; subpoeua for former U.S. At-
torney Ganeral Joh:LN. Mitch‘
el

u.s. District Court Judge
Rohert R. Merhige Jr. “said in
gra.nﬁng the motion Mnndu
that the government . had
failed to establish the autho-
rity by which the wiretap
evidence was gathered.

Merhige's ruling led to the
‘withdrawal, for the time being |
‘at least, of asubpoena for the
appearance of Mitchell in
‘connection with tﬁe d.i.!puted
wiretap.

" The gambling case uenters
lon the alleged placing of tele-
‘phone bets on sporting events,
‘The suppression of wiretap ey-
‘idence would damage the ef-
forts of government prosecu
tors..

Murray Janus, attorney for
two of the 18 defendants in
the gambling case, arguedr
Monday that the wiretap au-

thority improperly
‘granted By an aetlng assistant
attorney general.

. Government attameys con-|
temded ‘that Mitchell person-
ally had authorized the wire-
tap ﬂu-nugh the use of hisini-
tials. But Merhige said this
had no direct bearing on the |
invalid authorization approval.
| Merhige said the govern-
iment had failed to identify
‘properly the source of the au-
thorization when seeking fed-
leral court. appmval -as re-
qujredby law. Y




