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FBI ,Taps 
In Area Set 
At 50 .to, .100 

go+102. Robinson 
wmieraciaa P*341. Staff Writer 

A local telephone company 
executive has estimated that 
between 50 and . 100 national 
Security wiretaps were in op- 
eration in the Washington 
area as recently as January 
and that the number of such 
wiretaps has remained rela-
tively constant here for the 
past several years. 

Earl A. Connor. staff super. 
visor or security for the Ches- 
apeake and Potomac Tele- 
phone Co. and the only C&P 
official who handles requests 
here for FBI national security 
wiretaps, made the estimate in 
a January deposition In a civil 
lawsuit here. His deposition 
was filed Friday in U.S. Dis-
trict Court. 

The testimony by Conner 
and other C&P officials indi- 
cates that the telephone com- 
pany has responded immedi-
ately and without question to 
such FBI requests for wire- 
taps during the past three dec-
ades. Only In the past four 
years has the telephone com-
pany even required a written 
confirmation of such requests, 
from the director of the FBI, 
Connor said. 

The written confirmation 
may not arrive until after the 
tap already has been placed 
on a telephone Line following 
a telephonic request for such 
services by an FBI official, 
Connor added. 

The only other recent 
change in the procedure for 
handling national security 
wiretaps is C&P policy to bill 
the FBI for such services, Con-
nor said. Before 1971, the 
services were provided free 
of charge. 
See WIRETAPS, A4, Col. 2 

alstimate. 1 really can't hit 
Ltaactly." 

In a deposition filed in the 
Halperin suit last month, 
Hampton outlined for the first 
time his 22 years of handling 

national security wiretap 
requests. He said 100 such 

wiretaps were in operation at 
one time here during most of 
the last three presidential ad-
ministrations. Connor succeed-
ed Hampton upon his retire-
ment. 

Connor said he was given 
the handwritten list of exist- 
ing taps by Hampton in 1971, 
and that he makes erasures 
and additions on that same 
list. 

Former FBI Director J. Ed-
gar Hoover, in his reports to 
Congress, regularly reported 
that the number of national 
security wiretaps in place 
throughout the country never 
exceeded 100. 

However, information dis-, 
closed during the House Judi-! 
ciary Committee impeachment 
hearings last year confirmed 
what had been a longtime 
Washington rumor—that Hoo- 
ver would order certain taps 
disconnected shortly before 
his appearances on the Hill 
so the number of such taps 
would armpftv small 

He said he would make the 
sameestimate for each year 
up to now. "I think it is an ay. 
+erage trend." said Connor, the 

soap  remain44 utuce  Apr*  21 +only C&P official with regular 
agittoidv Niter ltd Mt tam tin •daily access to the list. 
to 	lieltecrrt, renewal farne . He said no review is made 

a nearby,' 111 the ullobel•of the taps, no reports are 
de to any of his superiors 

about the taps, and that he 
has never turned down an FBI 

!request for a tap. 
The FBI official who nor-

mally makes request for a na-
tional security wiretap is 
lames Gaffney, according to 
•Connor, whom he said he met 
through former C&P official 
Homer Hampton, who pre-
ceded Connor in handling 

)-wiretaps. 


