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But as the court session began yes
terday morning—with a smiling David
Truong and 2 newly shaven Ronald
Humphrey in attendance—the govern-
ment's position was not clear. -

A government motion filed Thurs:
day argued that the testimony of Car-
ter, Bell and the others would be ir-
relevant because the government did

That statement was filed, however,
without consulting Bell i
high Justice Department officials, he
had been completely wrapped up in is-
sues related to the coal strike.

case that the Justice Department
would indeed defend its use of the
wiretaps.

Defense lawyers for Truong and
Humphrey maintain that the vast ma-
jority of the government's evidence is
related to the wiretaps and as such is
wainted"” if the wiretaps are ruled in-
admissible.

Judge Albert V. Bryan Jr. ruled yes-
terday that the subpoenas

guate. )
Bryan also ordered that all commu-
nications between Bell and President
Carter relating to the case be made
available to the defense lawyers.

to Defend Warrantless Taps

The government agreed to comply,
but said a separate protective order
would be needed. «gome of the infor-
mation might be of such sensitivity,”
gaid an assistant U.S. attorney, that
the president might not allow its re-
lease without such an order.

The controversy over this type of
evidence has been heightened by the
formation of defense committees for
Truong around the country. They are
largely composed of people who Were

. active in the antiwar movement and

who say the case has overtones of tac-
ties once used PY J. Edgar Hoover and
Richard Nixon under the egis of na-
..mE_E security. .

The case also comes 23 the Senate
attempts to revise standards for the
use of electronic surveillance.

Government spokesmen have said
the case against Truong and Hum-
phrey is strong enough without the
wiretaps, because scores of FBI
agents were used to make first-hand
observations of Truong and Hum-
phrey’s meetings, and there will be
testimony from a woman who acted as
an FBI informer and was directly in-
volved in several of the alleged trans-
actions, between Truong and repre-
sentatives of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.

According to 2 Justice Department
affidavit used to obtain search War-
rants, the informant had worked for
the FBI for someg time before the in-
vestigation of Truorg began, and was
personally acquainted with several -
high-ranking Vietnamese diplomats in
France, as well as the United States.

Revelation of her {dentity may
cause further problems in the already
strained relations between the U.S.
and Vietnam, according to State De-
partment sources.




