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Congresaional Report 

is Panel Votes 
ar:tCurbs on 
Airetaps 

- 
; The Senate Judiciary 

"-• bommitee yesterday an-

Proved 11 to 15 legislation to 

.;.:torbid the government from 
• Wiretapping any American 
,/,....for national security reasons 

ovithout a court order. 

. The measure would, for 
the first time make major 

in federal wiretap-
1sping procedures involving 

foreign intelligence informs-
'ilon and national security 
!Investigations. 
1 v. The sole dissenting vote 

was cast by Sen. John V. 
Tunney (D-Calif.) who feels 
the bill is still unnecessarily 
broad and would sanction 

' too much wiretapping. 

• I " A compromise worked out 
;4 1;between the Ford adminis. 
!..1" tration and Sen: Edward M. 

Kennedy (D-Mass.), the bill 
'Would require that no Amer-
ican be wiretapped for na-
tional security purposes un-
less the approval of a fed-
eral judge is first obtained. 

-',"The approval would have 
to be based on a showing of 
probable cause by the gov-
ernment that the target of 

"• 'the surveillance Is an agent 
at a foreign power acting 
tinder that power's direr- 

.; tion. 
Kennedy said the bill 

would "assure, at long last, 
▪ that the American. people 

will have firm clear legirla-
tive protections governing 

I national security wiretap. 
nine." 

The legislation is the 
• product of more than two 
• years of hearings and de- 
▪ bate in the Senate arising 

from wiretapping abuses un- 
covered in the Watergate 

' scandals. 


