
While Panther Wiretaps Ruled Illegal 
Pram News Dispatches 

DETROIT, Jan. 26 — A fed-
eral judge has ruled that the 
government may riot, on its 
oWn. authority, Conduct wire-
tapS of &Meade groups to 
gain inforifeation in internal 
security capes: 

Disiriet Judge Damon Keith 
gave the government 48 hours 
to decide how to proceed after 
he ordered the government to 
turn over to the defense all 
records of electronic surveil-
lance on one,  of three mem-
bers of the radical 'White 

Panther Pszty accused of con-
an Ann Arbor, Mich., office of 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

In anticipation of a possible 
adverse ruling by Keith, the 
government asked the judge 
to delay-  his order pending a 
decision by Attorney General' 
Rohn N. Mitchell on how to 
proceed. 

Last, night, Justice Depart-
ment spokesman in Washing-
ton said that 'no decision had 
been reached. 

In his 	Keith said the  

authority to condutt elec-
tronic surveillance without 
court permission to obtain for-
eign intelligence essential to 
the security of the United 
States does not extent to do-
meStic organizations. 

In ,Los Angeles Jan. 12, 
Judge Warren J. Ferguson 
also ruled that the attorney 
general did not have the right, 
without court permission, to 
'Order Wiretaps in doinestic 
cases. Ferguson did not order 
wiretap eVidence turned over 
immediately to the defense, as  

did Keith in Detroit, but gave 
the government 30 days to ap-
peal the ruling. 

In a memo to federal Dis-
trict Court in Detroit, the Jus-
tice Department said it would 
prejudice the national interest 
to deny the governMent the 
right to wiretap Without court 
permission in domestic .cases. 
The department listed eight 
pages Of such acts that were 
authorized; 'it said-, by various 
presidents since Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. 

The government can appeal 
Keith's ruling or it can drop 
the charges against Lawrence 
Plamondon, 24,vo,un of-,the 4p 
ftPlants,  " ' 	; 	" 

The government's argument, 
Keith said Monday in his rul-
ing, is "that the President, 
acting through the Attorney 
General, has the authority to 
conduct electronic surveil-
lance in nationol security 
cases and to determine uni-
laterally, moult comes within 

Pivrt teMnitiDa•fOfkihatktithl 
Security. 

"An idea which seems., to 
permeate ?much ot the _govern-
ment'S 'Stun-lent is that a dis-
sident domestic organization is 
akin to an unfriendly foreign 
power and must be dealt with 
in the same fashion," Keith 
said. 

"There is great danger in 
an argument of this nature for 
it strikes at the very constitu-
tional privileges and immuni-
ties that are inherent in 
United States citizenship." 

An attempt by dissidents, 
Keith said, to "attack and sub-
vert the existing structure of 
government ... becomes crimi-
nal only where it can be shown 
that such activity was accom-
plished through unlawful 
means, such as Invasion of the 
rights of others, namely 
through force or, violence." 


