
Justice D
ept. A

dm
its W

iretapping in B
errigan C

ase 
B

y JA
C

K
 N

E
L

SO
N

 
and R

O
N

A
L

D
 J. O

S
T

R
O

W
 

S
p
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l to
 T

h
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q
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irer 

A
n
d

 L
o
s A

n
g

eles T
u
n

es 
' W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

. T
h
e Ju

s-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t d

isclo
sed

 
S

atu
rd

ay
 th

at a n
atio

n
al se-

cu
rity

 telep
h
o
n
e tap

 "p
ro

b
-

ably" picked up conversations 
or S

ister E
lizabeth M

cC
alister, 

t one of the eight defendants in 
r th

e so
-called

 B
errig

an
 co

n
-

sp
iracy

 case alleg
in

g
 illeg

al 
I 

r
 	

 

antiw
ar activities. 

It is th
e first tim

e th
e g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t h

as ack
n
o
w

led
g
ed

 
having any of the defendants 
under electronic surveillance. 

T
hey are accused of a broad 

co
n
sp

iracy
 th

at th
e g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent alleges began w
ith draft-

board raids and w
as designed 

to lead up to kidnapping P
res-

id
en

tial A
ssistan

t H
en

ry
 A

. 
K

issinger and blow
ing up un- 

d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 h

eatin
g
 p

ip
es in

 
W

ashington. 
T

he Justice D
epartm

ent ac-
k
n
o
w

led
g
ed

 th
at it d

id
 n

o
t 

h
av

e a co
u

rt w
arran

t to
 co

n
-

d
u
ct th

e electro
n
ics su

rv
eil-

lance, but said the P
resident, 

actin
g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e atto
rn

ey
 

g
e
n
e
ra

l, is e
m

p
o
w

e
re

d
 to

 
au

th
o

rize su
ch

 tap
s to

 "p
ro

-
tect national security." 

A
 F

ed
eral ap

p
ellate co

u
rt 

last m
onth branded such taps 

unconstitutional and the Jus-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t h

as u
rg

ed
 

the S
uprem

e C
ourt to reverse 

that ruling. 
T

he acknow
ledgem

ent that 
S

ister E
lizab

eth
's co

n
v

ersa-
tions had been m

onitored cam
e 

in a governm
ent reply to a de-

fen
se m

o
tio

n
 in

 a F
ed

eral 
court in H

arrisburg. 
T

he defense had asked U
. S

. 

D
istrict Judge R

. D
ixon H

er-
m

an to order a broad disclos-
u
re o

f all electro
n
ic su

rv
eil-

lance involving the defendant 
and others in the case. 

W
hile urging Judge H

erm
an 

to rule the w
iretapping legal, 

th
e d

ep
artm

en
t also

 arg
u
ed

 
that the overheard conserva-
tio

n
s "b

y
 th

eir v
ery

 n
atu

re 
co

u
ld

 n
o
t p

lay
 a p

art in
 th

e 
prosecution." 
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