
Protest Leader's 
kne W 

The Justice DeP 	n 
disclosed that it tapped phone 
conversations of Mayday pro-
test leader Bradford Lyttle, 
but in connection with a na 
tional security investigation, 
not Lyttle's arrest May 6 for 
assaulting a policeman 'here. 

The government made the 
disclosures in documents filed 
Wednesdayln Superior Court. 
The documents were filed after 
Lyttle's attorneys demanded 
that the government reveal 
when, where, why and 
whether Lyttle's conversations 
were tapped. 

In their documents, the gov-
ernment acknowledged only 
that it had performed the taps. 
It provided the court with 
transcripts of the tapped con-
versations in which Lyttle par-
ticipated, but, asked that, they 
be kept secret for reasons of 
national security, For the 
same reason, the government 
refused to disclose any other-

details about the taps. 
Defending the refusal, U.S. 

Attorney Thomas A. Flannery 
said in a memorandum that 
the government is only re-
quired to release transcripts 
and details about the taps if 
the taps were performed ille-
gally. 

? 

Tapped 
4  a not his premises; accord-

ing to one document filed in 
the ease by Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell. The "over-
hearings," Mitchell said, "oc-
curred on 'various oecsainne,  
during the course Of natienal 
security electronic surveil-
lance."  

That surveillance, which 
Mitchell said he had author-
ized, "was deemed neeessaa 
to protect the United. States 
against the overthrow of the. 
government by , force or other 
unlaethll Means, or against 
any other clear and present 
danger to the structure or ex-
istence of the government," 
Mitchell wrote. 

Asked' for further details 
about the security investiga-
tion, a Justice Department 
spokesman add he could not 
elaborate beyond what was in 
the docuinents. 
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"It is our contention that 
(the taps on Lyttle, were) . . 
lawful," Flannery wrote. 

Lyttle, a cochairman of the 
People's Coalition for Peane 
and Justice, one of the groups 
that led the Mayday demon-
strations here, was arrested 
May 6 in front of the Justice 
Department and charged with 
assaultiig a policeman with a 
bullhorn. Nib trial is sched-
uled to begin early next year. 

I

Lyttle's voice was ovetteard 
by FBI agents, at a place that 


