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G
overnm

ent w
iretapping is 

far m
ore pervasive and costly, 

but less legally useful than of-
fic

ia
l fig

u
re

s in
d
ic

a
te

, a
n
 

A
m

erican
' - C

iv
il L

ib
erties 

U
nion report contends. 
T

he report asserts that gov-
ernm

ent -  w
iretap

p
ers 

have 
m

onitored hundreds of thou-
sands of conversations by, tens 
o
f th

o
u
sa

n
d
s o

f p
e
o
p
le

 -
"m

an
y
 if n

o
t m

o
st o
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h
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are quite innocent" 

P
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p
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re

d
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n
 

S
chw

artz, a law
 professor at 

th
e state U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f N
ew

 
Y

ork at B
uffalo, the report is  to

 b
e
 d

istrib
u
te

d
 b

y
 th

e
 

A
C

L
U

. 
Schw

artz 
used' w

iretapping 
figures issued annually by the 
A

dm
inistrative O

ffice of the 
U

.S
. C

o
u
rts, b

u
t ex

p
ressed

 
them

 in totals rather than the 
av

erag
es in

 th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
report. 

T
hus, w

hile the official re-
p
o
rt n

o
ted

 th
at th

e 5
8
3
 state 

and federal listening devices 
installed in 1970 picked up an 
average of 44 persons and 65$ 
conversations, Schw

artz calcu-
lated

 th
at th

is ad
d
ed

 u
p
 to

 
381,86.5 conversations by 25,652 
persons. 

P
o
r th

e 2
%

-y
ear p

erio
d
 

since C
ongress authorized fed- eral w

iretapping in 198g, hit 
totals approxim

ate 622,292 to* 
versations by 61,400 persons 
recorded by L

O
W

 bidden de- 
. 

vices. 	
, 

"T
he percentage of convic-

tions per people overheard is 
so

 sm
all" as to

 b
e V

irU
tally

 
n
eg

lib
ib

le, S
ch

w
artz C

o
n
-

cluded. 
A

ccording to the annual re-
ports, the num

ber of convic-
tions produced by the W

iretaP-
ping since 1968 had totaled 257 
by last D

ec.31. 
A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 N

. 
M

itchell said recently that be-
cause of the tim

e lag betw
een 

arrest and trial, "W
e have no 

tru
e co

rrelatio
n
 W

s y
et b

e- tw
een
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T
he report contended that 

the cost tigtirea--over $2 m
il-

lion for federal devices and $1 
m

illion for states in 1970—
 

"are grossly uttde.rstated," ex-
cluding the nten-hours to pre-
pare applications, to keep rec-
ords and to handle court chal-
lenges, the report S

alt 
S

chw
artz also attacked Jus-

tice D
epartm

ent statem
ents on 

the extent of national . security 
w

iretap
p
in

g
 —

 w
iretap

p
in

g
 

W
ithout court order that is not 

included in the annual report 
totals. 

F
B

I D
irector d. tdgar H

oo-
ver,  told C

ongress that there W
ere 37 national secU

rit7 taint 
oper4ting last M

arch. 
T

he figure is "'highly: W
s-

leading." S
chw

artz said, be-
cause it reflects the num

ber of 
taps operating 

at 
an

y
 o

n
e 

tim
e, n

o
t th

e an
n
u
al to

tal as 
reflected

 b
y
 th

e fig
u
res o

n
 

court-authorized installations. 
S

chw
artz said figures sup-

plied by M
itchell to S

en. E
d-

w
ard M

. K
ennedy (D

-M
ass.) 

"indicate the federal .govern-
tnent tapped and bugged three 
tu

n
es as m

an
y
 d

ay
s fo

r n
a 

tional security purposes as it 
did pursuant to court order." 
(K

en
n
ed

y
 h

as d
eclin

ed
 to

 
m

ake public the correspond 
ence.) 


