
The Testimony of Carlos Bringuier 

Carlos Bringuier is the 
only man known to have de-
bated the President's assassin, 
Lee Harvey Oswald. This now 
famous "radio debate" be-
tween the communist, Os-
wald, and the anti-commun-
ist, Bringuier, was broadcast 
on a New Orleans radio sta-
tion last August 21 .. . three 
months before President Ken-
nedy's assassination. Btinguier 
was the man who exposed 

Oswald after he made an unsuccessful attempt to infil-

trate an underground anti-  Castro movement which Brin-

guier headed in New Or leans. Here, Carlos Bringuier 

relates FACTS concerning Oswald and his activities, not 

generally known. 

irst of all, I want to express my gratitude to Dr. Billy 

ames Hargis for his kind invitation to address you today. In 

the name of all the countries that suffer the great tragedy of 

being ruled by imperialistic einniminisna I want to express my 

gratitude to all those responsible for this event. 

I would like to speak on a subject that has been in the 

headlines of the world's press since that black Friday. Novem-

ber 22, 1963. That day, sometime after noon, 1 was shocked 

to hear the news about President John F. Kennedy's assassina-

tion. Minutes later the radio reported that a young man had 

been arrested. I was having a late lunch at my home when I 

heard over the radio that this young man had been identified 

as Lee Harvey Oswald, That was a luncheon I never finished. 

When I heard the name ''Lee Harvey Oswald-  I jumped 

out of my seat and ran to the telephone. I got in touch with 

the FBI, the United Press, the Associated Press and the local 

newspapers in New Orleans, telling them who Oswald was. 

I also got in touch with several other people who, like myself, 

had net Lee Harvey Oswald in New Orleans. 

Before leaving my home that afternoon of November 22, 

I made a mental recollection of the situation. 

I decided to give all the information I had to all of those 

who wanted it without accepting any recompense for it. Un-

doubtedly, the Cuban organizations in exile, in general, and 

in particular the Cuban Student Directorate, which I repre-

sent, need money to fight-  'against Castro. But the money we 

could have received at that time was due to one of the greatest 

tragedies that the noble people who had so generously given 

us asylum ever experienced . . . the murder of their young 

President at rite hands of an agent of Fidel Castro. 

There may still be many Americans who in good faith 

doubt that Oswald was an agent of Castro arid think that he 

was a lone individual who acted on his own. I would like my 

word to reach those who still doubt in good faith. Those who 

in had faith go around spreading doubts, I am not interested 

in reaching. But, I wish that all of those who still doubt in 

good faith were here at this moment because there is one 

thing before which good faith must yield and admit the truth,  

and that is the solid facts already registered by history. 

On August 2, 1963. 1 received, in the store that I manage 

in New Orleans, the visit of two friends of mine who in 

formed me that there was a training camp a few miles outside 

of New Orleans sponsored by another Cuban organization. 

They also informed me of the fear they had that a Castro 

agent could be infiltrated in that training camp. According 

to them the agent was a former Cuban newspaperman called 

Fernando Fernandez Baroenas. I communicated this fear to 

the Cuban Student Directorate headquarters in Miami. 

Three days later, that is, August 5. I was in my store talk-

ing with an American student about Cuba and Castro when 

a young man approached us and, after looking around several 

articles, became very interested in our conversation. 

He told us his name was Lee H. Oswald and expressed his 

disgust with Castro and communism. I gave him some copies 

of the Cuban Report. During our conversation, he showed 

interest in knowing a hour our plans to fight Castro and 

especially on my duties as delegate of the Cuban Student 

Directorate in New Orleans. He told me that he had been 

in the Marine Corps and was willing to train Cubans to fight 

Castro. He also said that he was willing to go himself to 

fight Castro. Something at that moment made me extremely 

cautious. I remembered the training camp a few miles from 

New Orleans. 

I turned Oswald s offer down saying that in my duties I 

was concerned only with the information field and not in 

armed activities Oswald insisted and even tried to offer me 

money which I refused When we iontinued our conversation 

he offered to bring me a book which would help to train 

Cubans. I want you to notice this special interest of Oswald 

in helping me to train Cubans at a time when there was a 

secret training camp just a few miles from New Orleans, and 

fear existed that there was a communist agent infiltrated in it. 

The day after this interview that ended without any in-

terest from eny part since I did not trust Oswald, he brought 

the book he had offered It was -A Guidebook for Marines" 

with the name L. H. Oswald printed in the top of the first 

page. 
On August 9, around 2.00 p.m., a friend of mine, Celso 

Hernandez, told me that there was a man in Canal Street 

with a sign that read "Long Live Fidel-  distributing some lit-

erature about Cuba. He did not know what the literature 

said because he did not speak or read English. 

Along with another Cuban friend, Miguel Cruz, we went 

to the place where this man had been seen. Unfortunately, 

we did not find him. So we decided to take the Canal street-

car along that avenue and search for him. We failed to find 

him and I decided to return to my store. But, five minutes 

later my Cuban friend, Miguel Cruz, ran into the store to tell 

me that the man with the sign was in front of the seven 

hundred block of Canal Street. 

When we got there I was shocked to discover that the 

young man with the sign that read "long Live Fidel" was 

none other than Lee H. Oswald, the same man who had of-

fered his services to train Cubans in the fight against Castro. 

As soon as he recognized me lie was also shocked for a few 

seconds. Then he smiled and offered me his hand. I refused 

his handshake and called him a traitor and an agent of Castro. 

When he saw my attitude he ignored me and continued dis-

tributing his pro-Castro propaganda. They were leaflets of 

the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, New Orleans Chapter, and 

a booklet by Corliss Lamont entitled "The Crime against 

Cuba." 
It was around 3:00 on a Friday and a big crowd gathered 



around us to watch what was going on. When I saw that there 

were more than one hundred persons around us, I stopped 

accusing Oswald and told the public there that Oswald had 

tried to infiltrate the Cuban Student Directorate, that he was 

a Castro agent and that he was trying to do to them exactly 

what they did to us in Cuba—kill them and send their sons 

to the execution wall. Those words impressed the public and 

immediately they started to shout at Oswald: -Communist," 

"Go to Cuba," "Kill him," "Traitor" and some other phrases I 

couldn't repeat here. 

The scene was becoming more and inure violent. One 

policeman came to me and asked me to keep walking and to 

let Oswald distribute his literature. He was an agent of the 

law asking us to put an end to the scene and in a few seconds 

i remembered my relatives murdered in the fight against 

communism in Cuba; I remembered the faces of my old 

friends who now are in the prisons of Fidel Castro, and I re-

membered the thousands of young Americans who had been 

dying in the fight against communism in Korea, Laos, Viet 

Nam and Cuba. I thought that was neither just. human, nor 

patriotic, that ar the same time that they are fighting far 

from their homes, we would have to admit here in the rear-

guard that communist agents will try to crack the foundations 

of freedom and justice that had made this country the leader 

of the Free World. I didn't obey that order from the agent of 

the authority because I wanted to have my conscience clear 

and I liked to return later to my home and look directly at my 

son's eyes. 

When my friend Celso saw my decision, he took the litera-

ture that Oswald was distributing and broke it, and threw it 

in the air. At that moment one of the Americans who was 

watching the scene pushed Oswald by one arm. I tried to 

come near to Oswald to hit him, but when he saw what were 

my intentions, he put his arms down as an X and told me, 

-O.K., Carlos, if you want to hit me hit rrit::'  and put his face 

in the right way to recetce a hit. \\Theo  I saw the cold blood 

that Oswald was showing I decided re a ❑ o hit him because I 

understood he would like to appear as a victim. At that mo-

ment two patrol cars arrived and the policemen brought us to 

the First District of Police in New Orleans. 

And, it is there in the First District where Oswald showed 

another time his extraordinary cold blood He showed his cre-

dentials as New Orleans Chairman of the Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee, and at that moment I discovered something really 

interesting. The yellow literature that Oswald w,ls distributing 

in Cana! Street was signed by A. J. Hided dater, in Novem-

ber the police found that the rifle that killed President Ken-

nedy was bought under the name of A Hidell. 

Before we left the First District we received a citation to 

appear at 12:00 on August 12 at the Second Municipal Court. 

During the trial, I showed the Judge the 'Guidebook for 

Marines" that Oswald gave me, and explained that the one 

who created the incident was Oswald when he tried to infil-

trate the Cuban Student Directorate. The Judge dismissed 

the charges against us and fined Oswald 510.00. That day, 

August 12, 1963, was the first time the relevision showed 

Oswald's face to the New Orleans citizens, 

The next day I was contacted by newsman NH Stuckey 

who was trying to find Oswald's address. I gave Stuckey the 

address but I asked him why he was looking for that. Bill 

told me he wanted to make an interview with Oswald. An-

other time I found myself confused. 1 asked Bill why he 

would give the chance to a communist to go on a radio pro-

gram to tell all his lies when in the countries ruled by com-

munism they don't permit the ones who love freedom and  

democracy to do the same. Bill offered me the chance to 

make another program interviewing me. Another time I 

turned down the offer but when I was sure :hat Stuckey 

would do something anyway, I asked him to arrange a public 

debate. A few days later Stuckey advised me that the debate 

would be held at WDSU Radio on August 21. 

On August 16 Oswald made another public demonstration 

----this time in front of the International Trade . start, now in 

company of two other persons. Another friend picked up one 

of the leaflets, this time signed by L. H. Oswald., 4907 Maga-

zine Street. 

1 asked my friend to go to Oswald's house posing as a 

pro-Castro and try to get as much information as possible 

from him. That night my friend visited Oswald in his house 

and was talking to him for about one hour. I cannot reveal 

my friend's name because he has his family in Cuba. At the 

beginning Oswald was cautious but later he became mote 

friendly. He gave my friend an application to become a mem-

ber of the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. During the con- 

versation Oswald's daughter came to the porch and Oswald 

spoke to her in Russian. When my friend asked about the 

language, Oswald told him that he was studying Russian at 

Tulane University. In that conversation Oswald tried to justi-

fy Fidel Castro's position and he said that if at any moment 

a fight would start between the United States and Castro, he 

would help Castro because Castro was right. 

On August 21 we went to WDSU Radio to debate against 

Oswald and his Fair Play for Cuba Committee. Before the 

debate started I tried to be as friendly to Oswald as I could. 

I told him that if at any moment, even if it was at midnight, 

he started to do something good for his country, for his family 

and for himself, he could come to me and I would help him. 

Oswald, extremely calm, assured me that he was convinced he 

was doing the best and that his side was the correct side. 

During the debate, one of the members of the panel, Ed 

Butler, Executive Vice President of the Information Council 

of the Americas, destroyed Oswald completely when Butler 

showed Oswald's past and his attempt to renounce his Ameri-

can citizenship to obtain Soviet citizenship. At the debate 

Oswald again showed his extraordinary cold blood. 

In one of my two questions to him I asked Oswald if he 

agreed with Prime Minister Fidel Castro when in his last 

speech on July 26, 1963, Castro qualified President John F. 

Kennedy as a ruffian and a thief. Oswald answered that he 

didn't agree with that particular wording, which means that he 

agreed with the qualification but not with the phraseology. 

After the debate I gave a press release explaining our conclu-

sions about it and in it I asked the citizens of New Orleans to 

do some things that I believed fundamentals at that moment: 

First: Help us destroy communism in Cuba. 

Second: Write your Congressmen asking for a full investi-

gation on Mr. Lee H. Oswald, a confessed "Marxist." 

Third: Be alert about the communist infiltration in this 

country because Khrushchev said, "1 will bury you." 

Unfortunately, and to the best of my knowledge, nobody 

published my press release or my suggestions. I wrote to the 

headquarters of the Cuban Student Directorate telling all that 

happened and advising them that Oswald would have to leave 

the city because he wits completely destroyed in New Orleans. 

In accordance with the communist tactics, "Oswald had 

been burned in New Orleans" but as he was a valuable agent 

inside the apparatus they would send him to another city to 

use his services. 

Is it possible to believe that a person could be qualified as 



a lonely nut who, after spending three years in Russia would 

return disillusioned and become a defender of Fidel Castro, 

who would even try to get all the information possible about 

the Cubans in exile in New Orleans and would try to infiltrate 

one anti-Castro organization? Could he be qualified as a 

lonely nut! He could be a nut, but not a lonely one because 

he was a member of the international movement of nuts who 

are trying to destroy the western civilization. 

There are some people who said that Oswald was not a 

communist because he had been disillusioned by Russia and 

that he did not defend Russia, but Castro. Very welt. But, 

what is Castro? Castro is the beachhead of communism in the 

Western Hemisphere and while he is not the only one be-

cause there are now other beachheads, at least he is the most 

vigorous and the only one in way of consolidation. Oswald 

did not have to defend Russia. He only had to defend Castro 

until he became so strong that the United States would not 

have any other alternative than to co-exist with him.  

There are some people who are asking . . what were 

Oswald and Castro looking for with Kennedy's assassination? 

About this, there is one answer divided in two parts: (1) 

With relation to Cuba; (2) With relation to the internal 

front of the United States. 

With Relation to Cuba. Kennedy could no longer admit 

Castro's presence in Cuba. There was coming the electoral 

campaign and everybody knew that Kennedy's opponents, not 

only outside but inside his Party, would start a tremendous 

campaign using Cuba as the center of it. Kennedy was con-

scious of what was coming and many people were expecting 

something to happen before the elections that would rehabili-

tate Kennedy's prestige and make him win the election 

Among the Cubans in exile was running the rumor of a so-

called "Operation Judas" which meant that Castro would be 

overthrown from inside with Moscow's compliance to put in 

power a neutralist government headed by less notorious mem-

bers from the Cuban Communist Party. There are a lot of 

articles and speeches that were written and told before Ken-

nedy's assassination telling about this "Operation Judas." 

Informed by his spies inside the United States, Castro 

thought that it would be good to let Kennedy know that he 

was informed about the plans and that he would not accept 

his overthrow. Castro, just as are many of the communists. 

is a communist by convenience and he would not accept the 

solution of the "Operation Judas." In that situation, taken by 

irritation and desperation, he went to a reception at the 

Brazilian Embassy in Havana on September 7, 196i, and ex-

pressed it this way: 

"We are prepared to fight them and answer in kind, 

U.S. leaders should think that if they are aiding terrorist plans 

to eliminate Cuban leaders they themselves will not be safe." 

With that threat of death against the leaders of this coun-

try, Castro was stating that he would not admit his downfall. 

In the meantime, among the Cubans in exile and even more in 

some zones of Latin America, were commentaries about "Op-

eration Judas." 

The bitterest Castro attack yet on President Kennedy was 

made early Sunday morning in a rambling, informal post-

midnight dissertation following a reception at the Brazilian 

Embassy. 

"Kennedy is the Batista of his times . . . and the most 

opportunistic American President of all times," Castro said. 

Fulgencio Batista was the Cuban dictator ousted by Castro's 

revolution. The United States, Castro said, "is fighting a bat-

tle against us they cannot win ... Kennedy is a cretin," Cas- 

tro asserted, -and a member of an oligarchi: family that con-

trols several important posts in the government. For instance, 

one brother is a Senator and another Attorney General . . . 

and there are no more Kennedy officials because there are no 

more brothers." 

Castro also disclosed that Cuba had not yet made up its 

mind about signing the limited nuclear test ban treaty drawn 

up last month in Moscow. A recent dispatch from Moscow 

indicated the Russians themselves have been puzzled by Cuba's 

silence in connection with the treaty. There was some specu-

lation that Castro was holding our for mere Soviet economic 

aid and threatening to cast -1;!. kit with the Red Chinese. The 

Prime 	aid not explain whit h points in the treaty 

were being given most consideration But, he said: "We are 

taking into account the current world situation, which of 

course, involves the Caribbean situation, which has been de-

terioration in the last few days due to piratical attacks by the 

United Stares against the Cuban people." 

Following are some declarations made by President Ken-

nedy before the Assembly of the Inver-American Press Asso-

ciation On Monday, November 18, 1963. 

"It is important to restate what now divides Cuba from 

my country and from all the American countries: it is the fact 

that a small band of conspirators has str.pped the Cuban peo-

ple of their freedom and handed over the independence and 

sovereignty of the Cuban nation to forces beyond the hemis-

phere. They have made Cuba a victim cf foreign imperialism, 

an instrument of the policy of others, a weapon in an effort 

dictated by external powers ro subvert the other American 

Republics. Thin. and 14,  rdOne divider us. As long at this is 

true nothing is possible. Withytit it, everything it possible. 

"Once this barrier is removed, we will be ready and 

anxious to work with the Cuban people in pursuit of those 

progressixe goals which, i few short years ago, stirred their 

hopes and the  sympathy of many people throughout the entire 

hemispere. 

-No Cuban need feel trapped between dependence on 

the broken promises of foreign communism arid the hostility 

of the rest of the hemisphere. For once Cuban sovereignty 

has been restored, us viii extend the hand or friendship and 

assistance to a Cuba whose political and economic institutions 

have been shaped by the will of the Cuban people." 

One month before, we could see the possibility of Castro's 

overthrow with the help of this counrry. Now, in view of the 

battle of the electoral campaign, Castro's position is stronger 

and in the horizon it's not possible ro see the possibility of an 

immediate American action to provoke Castro's downfall. 

Undoubtedly, Lee Harvey Oswald gained a wonderful victory 

for Castro on that black afternoon in Dallas on Nov. 22. And, 

what were Oswald and communism gaining in the internal 

front of the United Stares with the assassination in Dallas of 

John F. Kennedy? 

Dallas had been characterized by her active 'anti-commun-

ism. There had been different incidents such as the one with 

Adlai Stevenson, which had attracted the national and inter-

national attention to that city. While the communists were 

spreading hate all over the world against out civilization, they 

were trying here inside this country to destroy those who 

hate the ones who originated the hate. 

Jr is ridiculous to think about Oswald's lunacy because he 

took all the precautions that he needed to abandon the place 

of the assassination. But, thanks be to God, he failed—the 

escape failed and everything fell clown. I would like to know 

what would happen in this country, in this same city, if the 
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assassin had not been discovered as soon as he was. Still, even 

as quickly as he was discovered, there was enough time for 

those of the left to attack with hysteria "the hate created by 

the rightists and the racists." Luckily for you anti-communist 

Americans and for us Cuban refugees, that attempt to move the 

people of this country to a situation of collective hysteria 

against the rightists, and that could originate a repetition of 

the tragic night of Saint Bartholomew. had to be stopped 

when it was found that the suspected assassin being ques-

tioned didn't show any connection with the rightists but with 

the communists and particularly with the Castroites. 

Immediately a campaign started against the rightists and 

the Cuban refugees. It was impossible to permit them to 

arouse the American people. It made no difference that pre-

viously the rightists were blamed publicly —now the situation 

was different. The accused was a Castrone and now it was 

necessary to show to the world that this was a civilized nation 

— all of us had to be blamed for Kennedy's assassination -

that it was necessary to stop the hate and we must love one 

another. 

The day after Kennedy's assassination I received a threat 

of death because I "blamed an innocent and that one day I 

would have to pay for it." That night, November 23, 1963, 

Castro put his blame on me, qualifying me as a liar and he 

tried to deny facts as public as the debate held at WDSU 

Radio with Lee Harvey Oswald and that Oswald belonged to 

the Fair Play for Cuba Committee. 

Today I am telling you exactly what I told the press on 

November 23, 1963 If in Cuba there have been murdered 

i 0.000 Cubans, if in my country there are more than 80,000 

anti-communists suffering in prison, I cannot (lose my mouth 

cowardly fearing my personal security. And, for my fellow 

Cubans who were murdered, for the young American soldiers 

killed in the fight against communism and for the one billion 

human beings in slavery in Eastern Europe and Asia I have 

to tell the truth and nothing else but the truth until God our 

Lord calls us to His divine judgment. 

As most Americans know by now, tee Hat 	Oswald was 

assassinated by Jack Rubenstein who uses the alias lack Ruby. 

The organization which I represent, Cuban Student Direc-

torate, has turned over proof to the Federal Bureau of Investi-

gation that Ruby visited Castro's Cuba in 1959 and again in 

late 1962 and early 1963. Ruby, who has been sentenced to 

death for the murder of Oswald. admitted traveling to Cuba 

in 1959. While in Cuba, RuM's «intact in Havana was a 

Castro propagandist. Solomon Punkin Pratkin operates a 

tourist store in Havana. However, as all know. no U.S. visitors 

been allowed in Cuba since 1962. Therefore, the tourist 

stores in Cuba have become outlets for Castro propaganda. 

The American people need to know what Rubenstein. was 

doing in Cuba at the end of 1962 and the beginning of 1963. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the facts show that Lee Harvey 

Oswald was a Castro agent and that as a Castro agent he 

assassinated the President of the United Stares of America. 

In your hands you have the opportunity to avoid the Castro-

communist assassination of your way of life and your families, 

too. The enemy has proved to be not ninety miles away but 

right here- inside the United States. The anti-communists and 

true American patriots must wake up and give their help ac-

tively to those who are working in this fight or your sons 

will be condemned to live in slavery under the tyranny more 

terrible than has been suffered ever by humanity' THE 

COMMUNIST SOCIALISM. 
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