
The Political Impact 
By JAMES DOYLE 

Star Staff Writer 
During the 1960s the United 

States was forced to accept 
senseless violence as a de-
terming factor in its poli-
tics. That violence now has 
been extended to another pres-
idential campaign and another 
decade. 

The mood of optimism that 
left American politics with the 
assassination of John F. Ken-
nedy in 1963 still has not re-
turned. 
The violent deaths of Mal-
colm X in 1965 and Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert 
F. Kennedy in 1968, brought 

wider sectors of the electorate 
toward the abyss of hopeless-
ness. 

Now the hopelessness • ex-
tends from left to right. The 
shooting of George. C. Wal-
lace robs a large number of 
alienated voters of their cham-
pion and perhaps their rea-
son for believing that Ameri-
can politics could work for 
them. 

An early effect of the shots 
that rang out yesterday in 
Laurel likely will be to mute 
the tone of the Democratic 
presidential primary campaign 
in California. From all re-
ports a bitter and divisive  

fight was brewing between 
Sens. Hubert H. Humphrey 
and George S. McGovern. 

And with the spectre of 
assassination injected int o 
presidential politics for a 
third successive campaign, 
the chances of the surviving 
Kennedy brother being pres-
surdd into accepting the Dem-
ocratic nomination, always re-
mote, would seem more so. 

Given ' the availability of 
handguns in the United States 
and the established' tenor of 
violence in the country's poli-
tics, there will never be a safe 
time for Sen. Edward M. Ken-
nedy to run for president. 

But the arguments against 
his running in 1972 are greater 
today than they were yester-
day, and the party leaders who 
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m
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w
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er. 

A
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ptim
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T
he chances are strong now

 
that the D

em
ocratic N

ational 
C

onvention in M
iam

i B
each 

w
ill b

e a tw
o
-m

an
 co

n
test, 

paign w
ill be lim

ited to tw
o 

m
ajor candidates, although a 

W
allace spokesm

an said early 
today the governor is still in 
th

e race an
d
 w

ill b
e o

n
 th

e 
political scene through the N

o-
vem

ber election. 
B

illy Joe C
am

p, the gover-
nor's press spokesm

an, said 
M

rs. C
ornelia W

allace and the 
w

ounded governor had dis-
cussed his political future in 
H

oly C
ross H

ospital and decid-
ed em

phatically "the gover-
nor w

ill continue." 

A
 K

ey Q
uestion 

A
sked specifically if W

allace 
him

self w
ould cam

paign in the 
future, C

am
p said optim

isti- 
cally, "Y

es, he w
ill.P 	

- 
T

he evidence of the prim
ary  elections is that W

allace's con-
stituency w

as broadening as 
his ow

n style softened and his 
fix

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e racial issu
e 

lessened. 
If W

allace is unable to con-
tinue his cam

paign, the vital 
but still unansw

erable ques-
tion is w

hich candidate w
ill 

appeal to his supporters. S
ur-

veys by the W
ashington S

tar 
in the W

ashington area indi-
cated that as m

any as half the 
p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 said

 th
ey

 w
ere 

going to vote for him
 today in 

M
aryland intended to vote for 

N
ixon in N

ovem
ber. 

In the days preoeeding the 

shooting, there w
as increas- 

ing speculation am
ong leading 

D
em

ocrats over w
hether W

al- 
lace w

o
u
ld

 ren
ew

 h
is th

ird
 

party candidacy of 1968. 
T

hat probably w
ould deprive 

P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 o

f so
m

e 
Southern state electoral votes 
but it could also subtract vital 
D

em
ocratic m

argins in states 
such as O

hio and M
ichigan. 

O
th

er D
em

o
crats arg

u
ed

 
W

allace seeking recognition  from
 D

em
ocratic party lead-

ers and 
a place at the head 

table in party deliberations. 
A

ttem
pts to accom

m
odate the 

governor w
ithout show

ing an 
accep

tan
ce fo

r h
is O

w
let 

view
s w

ere being sought. H
is 

n
ew

 ro
le as a fallen

 lead
er 

w
ill intensify the desire to ac-

com
m

odate him
. 

D
eleg

ate m
o
n
ito

rs at th
e 

D
em

ocratic N
ational C

om
m

it-
tee had expected that m

any of 
W

allace's 300-odd delegates 
m

ight defect from
 his cause 

early
 at th

e co
n
v
en

tio
n
 b

e-
cau

se th
e d

eleg
ates are n

o
t 

personally allied to his cause 
but conam

ited to him
 because 

h
e w

o
n
 p

ro
rn

airies in
 th

eir 
states. 

If W
allace rem

ains a candi-
date, those defections w

ould 
seem

 less likely. E
ven hostile 

delegates are likely to respect 
their allegiance to a w

ounded 
m

artyr. 
B

ut, despite the early optim
-

isim
 of his aides, there is the 

real possiblility that W
allace 

w
ill n

o
t b

e a facto
r at th

e 
convention, either because he  w

ith
d
raw

s o
r b

ecau
se h

is 
condition m

akes him
 inactive. 

Social Issue' L
oom

s 

T
h
is w

o
u
ld

 le
sse

n
 th

e
 

possibility of a deadlocked 
convention. W

ith only tw
o ac-

tive candidates—
H

um
phrey 

and M
cG

overn—
and no indi-

vidual folding the balance of 
pow

er, one is likely to gain a 
m

ajority on an early ballot. 
T

he issues that W
allace ar-

ticu
lated

 fo
u
n
d
ed

 in
 racial 

hostilities and polished to in-
clude a m

yriad of other points 
of abrasion betw

een 
classes 

and groups, w
ill not go tw

ay. 
W

allace did not preach re-
conciliation, and it is unlikely 
that 

his being gunned dow
n 

w
ill b

rin
g
 it to

 p
resid

en
tial 

politics in 1972. 
M

ore likely, the so-called 
"social issue," the argum

ent 
that perm

issiveness has in-
creased violence and tension 
and that a hard-hearted reac-
tion is a necessary antidote, 
w

ill once m
ore com

e to the 
fore. 

In the rem
aining prim

aries, 
it is har'1to im

agine this re- 

action taking hold. H
uM

phrey 
and M

cG
overn are m

ore like-
ly to call for handgun regis-
tration than to point to W

al-
lace's sh

o
o
tin

g
 as a m

an
l-

festation of a perm
issive se-

tid
y
. M

cG
overn H

urt? 

T
h
e first reactio

n
 am

o
n
g
 

som
e M

cG
overn supporters 

w
as that the shooting w

ould 
h
u
rt th

eir m
an

. In
 recen

t 
w

eeks M
cG

overn's foes have 
been pinning the "radical" la-
bel to him

 and this w
ould set 

h
im

 at th
e o

th
er p

o
le fro

m
 

W
allace. 
In

 th
e fall electio

n
 cam

-
paign, P

residential N
ixon is 

apt to reflect W
allace's posi-

tio
n
 an

d
 h

is rh
eto

ric m
o
re 

o
ften

 th
an

 th
e D

em
o
crats. 

B
ut an im

portant ingredient 
in the W

allace m
essage w

as 
anti-establishm

ent. 	
- 

"S
end them

 a m
essage," he 

said gleefully from
 his plat-

form
s. T

o m
any of his support-

ers, th
e m

essag
e w

ill h
av

e 
been cut short in L

aurel, and 
no other m

essenger w
ill seem

 
appropriate. 


