
C
H

IC
A

G
O

 D
A

IL
Y

 N
E

W
S, Saturday-Sunday, M

ay 27-28, 1972 

M
an

 accu
sed

 o
f sh

o
o

tin
g

 G
eo

rg
e W

allace 

traveled 7,000 m
iles in

 m
o
n
th

 b
efo

re attack
 

B
rem

er' s lo
n

g
s ro

a
d

 to
 L

a
u

rel 
B

y D
onald Z

ochert 
and E

dm
und J. R

ooney 

D
arkness w

as falling in upstate N
ew

 Y
ork, and state troop-

er P
aul W

. M
itchell w

as m
aking tracks. 

H
is squad car:streaked south on Interstate 81. T

he needle 
on the speedom

eter pointed to 75 m
iles an hour and held 

steady. 	
• 	

• 
A

head of him
 w

as a blue 1967 R
am

bler sedan w
ith bright 

yellow
 W

isconsin plates. W
isconsin w

as going 75, too. 
F

or eight m
iles T

rooper M
itchell kept the pace. T

hen he 
realized he w

as getting close to B
ingham

pton. H
e reached 

forw
ard and sw

itched on his siren and flashing lights. 
T

he R
am

bler slow
ed dow

n, pulled off to the side of the 
road, and stopped. 

T
rooper M

itchell pulled in behind it, the lights of his squad 
car still flashing. H

e opened the car door and stepped out. 
A

h
ead

 o
f h

im
, th

e d
riv

er's d
o

o
r o

f th
e R

am
b

ler o
p

en
ed

 
slow

ly. 
A

rthur T
i. B

rem
er stepped out. 

IT
 W

A
S 6:40 P.M

. SA
T

U
R

D
A

Y
, A

PR
IL

 15, 1972, and .B
re-

m
er w

as about to be arrested for exceeding the posted speed 
lim

it. 
N

o one knew
 then w

here he w
as com

ing from
, or w

here he 
w

as going. O
r w

hy he hurried. 
T

hey do now
. 

 
In the 12 days since A

labam
a G

ov. G
eorge C

. W
allace w

as 
critically w

ounded by a grinning, w
ould-be assassin, federal 

agents have been com
bing the eastern half of the country 

for traces of A
rthur B

rem
er's passage. 

T
hrough thousands of feet of television new

sfilm
, through 

hundreds of still photographs from
 the now

-silent W
allace 

cam
p

aig
n

 trail, th
ey

 h
av

e so
u

g
h

t a face in
 th

e cro
w

d
 -

A
rthur B

rem
er's face. 

A
nd they have found it. 

E
V

E
N

 A
S

 B
R

E
M

E
R

 P
L

E
A

D
E

D
 IN

N
O

C
E

N
T

 this w
eek to 

the attem
pt on W

allace's life, the record of his w
anderings 

led agents across the northern border into C
anada. 

T
he long, road of A

rthur B
rem

er began in M
ilw

aukee, 
early in A

pril. It ended in L
aurel, M

d., in the m
iddle of M

ay. 

A
rth

u
r H

. B
rem

er at K
alam

azo
o
, (M

ich
.) W

allace rally
. 

In betw
een, by the m

ost conservative estim
ate, B

rem
er 

traveled attri3 m
iles, search

in
g
 all th

e w
h
ile fo

r th
e d

ark
 

p
ro

scen
iu

n
fierag

ed
y

. 
T

his is the tim
etable of that search. 

A
pril, they say, is the cruelest m

onth. It found B
rem

er in 
M

ilw
aukee, out of w

ork and unrequited in love. H
e w

as 21 
years old and ow

ned tw
o handguns. 

O
n T

uesday, A
pril 4, he w

as seen at a W
allace rally in a 

m
otel only three blocks from

 his M
ilw

aukee apartm
ent at 

2433 W
. M

ichigan St. 
B

ut by the end of the w
eek, he w

as on the road. 

B
R

E
M

E
R

 R
E

P
O

R
T

E
D

L
Y

 W
A

S
 R

E
G

IS
T

E
R

E
D

 under his  

ow
n nam

e at N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity's regal W
aldorf-A

storia H
otel 

on F
riday, A

pril 7. 
S

en
. H

u
b
ert H

. H
u
m

p
h
rey

, lik
e W

allace a p
resid

en
tial 

can
d
id

ate, w
as sch

ed
u
led

 to
 m

ak
e an

 ap
p
earan

ce at th
e 

sam
e hotel on F

riday. H
e didn't. 

O
n S

aturday, A
pril 8, B

rem
er reportedly checked out of 

his room
 at the W

aldorf-A
storia. B

y the evening of the next 
day, S

unday, A
pril 9, he w

as back in M
ilw

aukee. It's a long, 
but possible, drive. 

A
t 8:10 p.m

. on S
unday, the C

hesapeake &
 O

hio R
.R

. car 
ferry across L

ake M
ichigan edged aw

ay from
 its dock in 

M
ilw

aukee and pushed off into the darkness tow
ard L

uding-
ton, M

ich., 97 m
iles aw

ay. 
P

resum
ably, B

rem
er w

as aboard —
 or som

eone using his 
ticket. 

E
A

R
L

 N
U

N
N

E
R

Y
, T

R
A

IN
-M

A
S

T
E

R
 for the f err y, told 

investigators that he recalled B
rem

er's purchase —
 under 

his ow
n nam

e —
 of a ticket for the A

pril 9 crossing. It cost 
$18. 

R
ecords show

 that B
rem

er's 1967 R
am

bler w
as aboard the 

ferry. 
A

nd, said N
unnery, he clearly recalled that w

hen B
rem

er 
purchased his passage, he w

as accom
panied by a sw

arthy, 
husky m

an w
ith w

hom
 he w

as "jubilant about politics." 
T

he ferry arrived at L
udington about 10 m

inutes after 2 
o'clock in the m

orning on M
onday, A

pril 10. 
F

rom
 M

onday until F
riday, B

rem
er w

as out of sight. 
T

hen on S
aturday m

orning, A
pril 15, he suddenly reap-

peared —
 in O

ttaw
a, O

ntario. 
R

eportedly, he had registered at O
ttaw

a's L
ord E

lgin H
o-

tel. H
e is plainly visible in a photograph taken S

aturday m
orn-

ing of a crow
d that had gathered around P

arliam
ent H

ill to 
greet P

resident N
ixon, w

ho w
as in the C

anadian capital on a 
40-hour state visit. 

T
hat w

as A
pril 15. 

T
H

E
 S

A
M

E
 E

V
E

N
IN

G
, N

O
R

T
H

 O
F

 B
ingham

pton. N
.Y

., 

T
urn to P

age 6, C
olum

n 1 



B
rem

er's lon
g road

 to L
au

rel 
C

ontinued from
 P

age 5 

T
rooper M

itchell stopped B
rem

er for driving 10 m
iles an 

hour over the speed lim
it. 

M
itchell told his superiors later that B

rem
er had been 

"p
o
lite an

d
 co

u
rteo

u
s." H

e to
ld

 th
e tro

o
p
er th

at h
e w

as 
"just passing through." 

"I'm
 not a college student," B

rem
er said. 

H
e took the sum

m
ons, and his car w

as not searched. 
It w

as 29 days, 18 hours and 25 m
inutes aw

ay from
 the 

shooting of W
allace in L

aurel, M
d. 

O
nce again, B

rem
er dropped out of sight. 

F
ederal agents in Indiana have been conducting an exten-

sive investigation throughout that state —
 in Indianapolis, 

T
erre H

aute, S
outh B

end, G
ary, F

ort W
ayne, B

loom
ington 

and C
olum

bus —
 anyw

here that W
allace visited in his cam

-
paign for the M

ay 2 prim
ary. 

T
he results of the investigation are not know

n, although an 
F

B
I spokesm

an reported there w
ere a num

ber of "possible" 
but unconfirm

ed sightings of B
rem

er in Indianapolis pre-
ceeding the prim

ary. 
O

n F
riday, A

pril 28, nearly tw
o w

eeks after T
rooper M

it-
chell stopped 

h
im

 
in N

ew
 Y

ork, B
rem

er recrossed L
ake 

M
ichigan on the car ferry from

 L
udington, M

ich., to M
il-

w
aukee. 
O

ne w
eek later, on F

riday, M
ay 5, B

rem
er checked tw

o 
books out of the M

ilw
aukee P

ublic L
ibrary. B

oth concerned 
S

irhan S
irhan, the young A

rab nationalist w
ho assassinated 

Sen. R
obert K

ennedy in 1968. 
In M

aryland, G
eorge W

allace w
as on the cam

paign trail. 
S

O
M

E
 W

A
L

L
A

C
E

 S
U

P
P

O
R

T
E

R
S

 R
E

C
A

L
L

 seeing B
re-

m
er at a rally in C

um
berland, M

d., on S
aturday, M

ay 6. 
T

hese sightings are not im
possible, but not certain. 

M
rs. Janet P

etrone, a W
allace cam

paign w
orker in M

ary-
land, reportedly has told authorities that B

rem
er appeared 

at the cam
paign headquarters in S

ilver S
pring, M

d., early 
the next w

eek, and that she chatted briefly w
ith him

 at that 
tim

e. 
B

ut in the m
iddle of the w

eek, on T
uesday, M

ay 9, B
rem

er 
once again w

as on the C
hesapeake &

 O
hio R

.R
. car ferry 

from
 M

ilw
aukee, headed for L

udington, M
ich. 

T
he ferry left at daw

n, 5:37 a.m
. 

It w
as only 6 days, 7 hours and 28 m

inutes to L
aurel. 

O
n T

hursday, M
ay 11, A

rthur B
rem

er reportedly w
as ob-

served at a W
allace cam

paign rally in F
rederick, M

d. T
his 

sighting is unconfirm
ed. 

B
ut the next day, F

riday, M
ay 12, B

rem
er definitely w

as 
in K

alam
azoo, M

ich. So w
as W

allace. 
T

he R
eid H

otel stands at 345 N
. B

urdick, at K
alam

azoo, 

A
 m

an
 resem

b
lin

g
 B

rem
er (arro

w
) in

 a cro
w

d
 o

u
tsid

e 
C

an
ad

ian
 P

arliam
en

t in
 O

tto
w

a, w
h

ere P
resid

en
t N

ix
o

n
 

w
as speaking. 

seven stories high. Y
ou can't m

iss it. N
o bar, no bellhops. 

A
t 1 p.m

., A
rthur B

rem
er checked in. It w

as raining. 
H

e paid $8.32 in advance for R
oom

 702, the last single w
ith 

a bath. H
e carried tw

o pieces of luggage —
 a suit bag w

ith 
tw

o handles, and a sm
aller bag sim

ilar to a shaving kit. 
H

e checked out at 9 a.m
. S

aturday m
orning. 

S
atu

rd
ay

 aftern
o
o
n
, K

alam
azo

o
 p

o
lice receiv

ed
 an

 
anonym

ous telephone com
plaint that a suspicious-looking 

m
an w

as sitting in his car near the N
ational G

uard A
rm

ory. 
It w

as B
rem

er. H
e told P

atrolm
an E

dw
ard G

ooding that 
he w

as w
aiting for the W

allace rally to begin in the arm
ory. 

G
ooding had no reason to doubt him

: B
rem

er w
as w

earing a 
W

allace cam
paign button. 

T
H

A
T

 E
V

E
N

IN
G

, B
R

E
M

E
R

 S
A

T
 IN

 the 11th row
 on the 

aisle, grinning. H
e w

ore a red, w
hite and blue shirt. H

e w
as 

listening to W
allace give 'em

 hell. 
T

he next day, S
unday, M

ay 14, B
rem

er hit the road again,  

for the last tim
e. H

e headed east. T
he R

am
bler w

as begin-
ning to show

 the strain. 
M

onday m
orning, the 15th of M

ay, W
allace w

as back on 
the cam

paign trail. T
he place w

as W
heaton, M

d. 
B

efore W
allace spoke to the m

oiling crow
d, television 

cam
eras sw

ept the audience, picking out faces. 
O

ne of them
 w

as A
rthur B

rem
er's. 

SH
O

R
T

L
Y

 A
FT

E
R

 N
O

O
N

, W
A

L
L

A
C

E
 H

A
D

 L
E

FT
 W

hea= 
ton, grabbed a quick lunch, and headed for another rally in 
nearby L

aurel. 
O

nce again, the television cam
eras sw

ept the crow
d. 

O
nce again, B

rem
er w

as there. 
W

allace delivered his speech w
ith gusto. D

espite the burn-
ing sun, the crow

d loved it. T
hey stom

ped and shouted and 
clapped. 

T
hey w

ere G
eorge W

allace's kind of folks. 
H

e stepped out from
 behind the podium

, and dow
n to the 

asphalt. H
e shucked his coat and rolled up his sleeves. 

A
nd over to his left, som

eone shouted out: 
"H

ey
 G

eo
rg

e! C
o
m

e h
ere! A

in
't y

o
u
 g

o
n
n
a sh

ak
e m

y
 

hand?" 


