
B
odyguard hit, kept giving orders 

B
y R

obert Signer 

T
he A

labam
a state trooper 

w
h

o
 w

as o
n

e o
f th

ree o
th

er 
persons shot and w

ounded dur-
ing the assassination attem

pt 
on G

ov. G
eorge C

. W
allace 

"w
as still giving orders" after 

1 being shot. 
T

he w
ounded trooper, C

apt. 
E

. C
. D

othard, apparently w
as 

shot in the abdom
en but never 

lost consciousness, according to 
S

g
t. R

o
y

 S
m

ith
 o

f th
e state 

troopers. 
D

othatd, 40, w
as in charge of 

th
e co

n
tin

g
en

t o
f fiv

e o
th

er 
A

labam
a troopers w

ho m
ake 

up W
allace's personal corps of 

bodyguards. 

A
 S

P
O

K
E

S
M

A
N

 for H
oly 

C
ross H

ospital in L
aurel, M

d., 
said D

othard suffered "a glanc-
ing blow

" and w
as treated and 

released. 
D

othard w
as assigned to W

al-
lace's staff at the governor's 
request after he w

as elected 
to office in 1962. T

hey becam
e 

"the closest of friends," S
gt. 

Sm
ith said. 

D
othard joined the force in 

F
ebruary, 1957, and w

as pro-
m

o
ted

 stead
ily

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e 
ranks until he w

as appointed a 
captain in January, 1971. H

e 
served on the staff of the gover-
nor's first w

ife, L
urleen, w

hen 
she w

as governor in 1967 and 
1968. She died in office. 

D
othard lives in M

ontgom
ery 

w
ith his w

ife, V
irginia, and  

their four children, w
ho range 

fro
m

 5
 y

ears to
 1

7
 y

ears o
f 

ag
e. M

rs. D
o
th

ard
 flew

 to
 

M
aryland to stay w

ith her hus-
band until he is w

ell enough to 
return hom

e. 
O

thers w
ounded during the 

assassination attem
pt w

ere: 

• N
icholas Z

arvos, a S
ecret 

S
ervice agent. 
Z

arvos, 37, of A
tlanta, w

as 
shot in the throat, apparently 
by the first shot from

 the as-
sailant. 

W
itnesses said he clutched 

his throat, ran to the back of 
the podium

, and collapsed into 
the arm

s of tw
o other S

ecret 
S

ervice agents. H
e w

as taken 
to L

eland M
em

orial H
ospital,  

w
here doctors said the bullet 

narrow
ly m

issed his jugular 
vein and lodged in his jaw

. 

• M
rs. D

ora T
hom

pson, a W
al-

lace cam
paign w

orker w
ho w

as 
treated and released at H

oly 
C

ross H
ospital. 

A
labam

a State trooper E
. 

C
. D

o
th

a
rd

 lies o
n

 th
e 

ground after he w
as shot at 

th
e rally in

 L
au

rel, M
d

. 

N
ich

olas Z
orvas, a S

ecret 
Service agent, clutches his 
throat after he w

as w
ound-

ed at L
aurel, M

d. (U
P

I) 


