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Dear Tom,

Dean~te the contrary busily propsgsndized by the crooks who seek cowr,
ond vhile I em proud of wist I think + have done, 1 have so little venity thet' I
have neo blogrsphicsl ststement and hsve no press pictures. I can't afford them,
anyway, but I have one Matt Herron to-k of me in shorts, samiazls snd & t-shirt
with the decgl, "I've bsen bouched by the Jolly Green Gisnt’,!

Ths best in on the back of the first printing of VHITEVASH,

The problem ls ncl the smount of publicity ‘erk gets, but whst he does
with it and whst he doese. I think thst if my bo~k on him is over putlicshed, you
will agrs= you h2we n ver secn such litersry surgery. It is foatucl, despite
what one might think, snd lie mekec this ersy becouss he iz so tolally coirupt.
’y cencern is over our survivel, not vengesnce, or 1'd have ruined his first
book of the bat with v plsgisrism cihsrge,

It mekes no imsediste aiifsremce, but do you think it is & zcod 1ces
without publicetion to mention A CITIZEI'S NESCENT? I think thst without the
stulf to bsck it up, it is merely divisive, 1'4 rathor net manition it ustil
it is o b publiched, which now sesms doubtful,

The bock missing i: the unpublished POST LORTEM: THI SUTTRUSSED
KRMNEDY aUTCioY. Vinee S=leondria, Gery chocner snd Hal Verb heve resd it
withic the mpast 10 deys, in =»mpXk ip i complete lorm. Some ~f it is s¢ hot T
didn t write it until I feel closo to publication, In thst form they sgree it is
the besb, tne most importsnt, end the most overvhelmingly persuasive de.truction
of the Hepcrt. I expeet to finish it up soon, '

7e heven't fermed in so long. This is the stunt Mark gropugstes to make
himself lock like wh=t he is noi end in sn efiort to demean men. e wWere fsmeus
and succescful farmers, having won overy first prise in ocur field for tas
country-even including cookin' 'em-both of us. We zre ssch asticnal cooking
champions.

To tell you of my work in lew vrlk sns, in ac¢dition to the ron-
fietion I"11 probsbly never write =nd what L have given Yim's office, I'd have Te
write not fewer than two novels, In fect non-fiction, they'll rot bes cradited
gs flction. So, there is 1lititle then cen be sold. 1 go there to investigste, to
interview witnesses, to establish fact, and I do. “hst I do not want you to say
is that I slso turn people oh as a writer can and fuzz and those vho aegs
either too laze or come through == too dishinest csnnot. Fhat I get thet is safe
I turn over, “hat iz not I work on betwesn trips by meil and phore. It is & sizesble
volums by now snd includss some of the potentislly more sipnificent developments.
Thz hegard in telking sbout what I do in N.O. except in grnerslities is to make 8
bad situstion {jesdousy) worse and to mekeo it seem that I'm either tryins to stesl
Jim's fire or attaching myself to his coatteils, neither of wiich is true., If anmy
comvent at 211 is mede of that, I think i+ shoulsd come fran him snd be unsolicited,

Do me & favor and write Jione Turner (Miss), 320 Ridgewsy urive,
Meteiriz, La.,, 70001, tell ner I have told you she has scme short poems and
sketches you'd like to condider, send me copies, smd judge on merit only. I
have seen one or two very short poems that I thought okay, ' nd her sketching
(what I've seen is moro cartooning), ie witty and atitrsctive. She is s young girl,
21, prescntly ill. She has be n both helpful and otherwise to me.

Good luck,



