10/16/73
Deay 1, :

Your attractive and woelcone card picked the begt ol possible days to get here, one
already broken up, : I

Imalmdﬂxismming. I returned to ved until alnost 5 a.m,, which, while
late for me again, turned out %o bo precisely the correct time for » perfect schedule,
It gave me to the minute exactly the time I needed to write and resd a short ingértion’
in an over-long,completed chapter I had just reread and b able to brew the spcedal ton
I serve my wife in bed at the moment the CBY TV Belle NEWS go@s on here, 7 dem. After 7
breakfast I took n stife congtitutuonal, enoush to have Ty legs athing for an hour affeér
I returned, The walk was just lon;: enough to Five ne tine 4o 80 over the paper bffore
8 coliaborator arrived. e is always latex and 1 tigured him just right, too! (Phat book
1s The Inforuars,) L .

The work on which I ai engaged will be enormous when conploteds Without g contract
and with no prospect, I auy as well be the Yr, Bliot of The Watergate and do the delinitive
record. Sure as #ell the Senate wonBt mnd the brow-flopoerw isn't, personadblc as hs is on
the tube, The chapter T just coupleted vinds up with how he covered up tix: whole IMxoh "
police~state plan, how he 8up resed evidence he had ane deleted the hot gtuff from what
he did not supvresss “n fact, they have denied pe coplies of the supposedly publie evidence,

ovn Senator secus a bit unhap,y about his insbility to get it, toos I guess the yest
of my life will be devoted Yo enother in a geries of whi tewashes., “nyway, it wili be
aout four books in one decause for couprehension and creaibility they have to be handled
together-when there is no publisher to say I do want this and 1 don8% want that, So it
is very couplex, nore diffieult to keep in mind than &y earlier worke And I'm writing a
book on a breaidng story, 4 began it in May, With all $he hearings held to date and with
all I've written - oy wife has retyped close to 754000 words and I have hoif that uuch
avalting her now ~There ig only one page on wldich I'1: be mokdng e change. (Brag,»,ur'c!)

"The pace of conteuporary cventa" o siuplifiea Yoo much, You nged complexity in
there, and eapecially about 4l. Jou snumerate,

I have read the Soakuw Ti. es~Pucayune coverage of tiw Varrison trial, I dougt wwow
Jour gources, I felt fron th fipas that ho was fromed, th trial SOAVINCUG we 01 ity and
the only way I figured he'd lose was by inadequate properation or blowin, it hiuself, 1 have
a notion that the deciding factor is the kind of thing that iusanc SEUUS can couvelve and
then pull off. I believe he offendsd «nc dencaned Yerveis to the podnt where “ervaie insisted
on being valled au g rebuttel witness. thig made the governmeat, not Larrison, "responsible”
for hin, %o wag Jhelr vitnesse I also believe hie parting of tle ways with his lawyers was
a contrivance, the only way he could aduress tihe jury aac confront his wecusers wiishout
taking the stand. If he Lug taken the stand, “ley'd have done o ni. viat e did to Shaw,
charge him with perjury after acquittale.ollontit 80 for the TILE linet it was & non-New
Orleans jury. One iew Urleancan ogly on it,

The eituation in the Hidile ast isy L Lelieve, quite Byzentine, nuch mors conplicated
that appears on +he surface or has veen indicated by any com entexy I've yead orp heard,

"Byzantine" fits thoe “guev situation, too, Nixen did 1%t to hin and he pretands or
believes othervise, Crazy msalemirs mediooraties only onc of who is pood at badness,

Hunt ig fasciiating. I've been Reking & not-impersonal stady of nim, *f you have any
impressions after watoching his testimony, I'd he interested 4in them, Hie nolitiecs are o
bit to the right or Vourtney's, if you did not know,

I predicted Ford would be Nixon's vep, in advanve in & memo in which 4 also laid out
the reasons. “hilc ihere were many possibilitics, I felt he wes the one and I em gatisfioed
By reasondng was sound. (I go tlds to tegt mysclf, not as ego~trip dng, +t makes g record
that tells ue how my aualysis ise +% is less Qifiicult then might seen to be the case ir
you know the beop.e, th: forces and ti necdss Going buckm over the analymes comforts ne
in the work bocause 4+ hold s minority view and the reascurence on widerstanding helps.)

One part of Ford's Uswald book should be enough to disqualify hiz aven for Nixon, ge blabbg
something terrible and in this part he unbugyed cate still not and never to be recaptured,
He is one of the world's analler six~-footers,



