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A
ffid

av
its an

d
 a letter ch

al-
lenging expert gun identification 
testim

ony in the S
irhan B

ishara 
S

irhan and Jack K
irschke m

ur-
d
er trials h

av
e b

een
 filed

 w
ith

 
th

e L
o
s A

n
g
eles C

iv
il S

erv
ice 

C
om

m
ission. 

T
he docum

ents raised a possi-
b
ility

 th
at th

e w
eap

o
n
 in

 ev
i-, 

d
en

te at th
e S

irh
an

 trial m
ig

h
t 

n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 th

e o
n
e u

sed
 in

 
th

e slay
in

g
 o

f S
en

. R
o
b
ert F

. 
K

ennedy. 

B
arb

ara W
arn

er B
leh

r, L
o
s 

A
ngeles civil and crim

inal attor- 
ney, subm

itted the m
aterial yes-

terd
ay

 in
 an

 ad
m

itted
 effo

rt to
 

b
lo

ck
 th

e ap
p
o
in

tm
en

t o
f D

e-
W

ayne A
. W

olfer as head of the 
P

o
lice S

cien
tific In

v
estig

atio
n
 

C
rim

e L
aboratory. 

P
olice C

hief E
dw

ard M
. D

avis 
im

m
ediately appointed a board 

of inquiry to investigate charges 
m

ade by M
rs. B

lehr, as early as 
possible next w

eek. 

D
av

is also
 said

 h
e h

as in
-

stru
cted

 W
o
lfer to

 m
ak

e n
o
 

com
m

ent pending the outcom
e 

of the inquiry. 	
• 

W
olfer testified for the prose-

cution in the trials in w
hich S

ir-
h
an

 w
as co

n
v
icted

 o
f th

e 1
9
6
8
 

assassin
atio

n
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
, a 

p
resid

en
tial c an

d
 id

 at e, an
d
 

K
irschke, a form

er deputy dis-
tric

t a
tto

rn
e
y
, fo

u
n
d
 g

u
ilty

 
of killing his w

ife and her lover. 
S

irh
a
n
 is o

n
 S

a
n
 Q

u
e
n
tin

's 

E
xpert Is 

C
h

allen
ged

 
• 

"D
eath R

ow
." B

oth are appeal- 
ing their cases, 

A
s the cases are aw

aiting ap- 
p
eal. D

av
is said

 h
e u

rg
ed

 th
e 

b
o
ard

 o
f in

q
u
iry

—
A

sst. C
h
ief 

Jack
 C

o
llin

s, D
ep

. C
h
ief Jo

h
n
 

M
cA

llister an
d
 C

m
d
r. G

eo
rg

e 

B
eck—

to have A
ttorney G

ener-
al, D

istrict A
tto

rn
ey

 an
d
 C

ity
 

A
ttorney representatives at the 

h
earin

g
. '- 

M
rs. B

leh
r to

ld
 T

h
e H

erald
-

E
x
am

in
er sh

e is q
u
estio

n
in

g
 

W
olfer's testim

ony only because 
sh

e is in
terested

 in
 seein

g
 th

at 
the P

olice D
epartm

ent has "the 
b
est th

ere is in
 scien

tific p
er-

sonnel. - 
S

h
e ad

d
ed

 sh
e d

o
es n

o
t b

e-
lieve W

olfer is qualified for the  ter Jack C
adm

an, O
range C

oun-
ty S

heriff's chief crim
inologist, 

an
d
 D

r. L
eM

o
y
n
e S

n
y
d
er, au

-
thor and authority in legal m

ed-
icin

e an
d
 h

o
m

icid
e in

v
estig

a-
tion. 

top post, on the basis of declar- 	
T

h
e t 

atio
n
s m

ad
e b

y
 o

th
er crim

in
al cen

ts 
investigation authorities. 	

firearm
 

T
he docum

ents she subm
itted B

l Blehr,.•  ii 
w

ere sig
n
ed

 b
y
 R

ay
m

o
n
d
 H

. m
issio

n
, 

P
in

k
er, retired

 ch
ief fo

ren
sic th

o
se pr 

ch
em

ist. an
d
 p

io
n
eer o

f th
e tim

o
n
y
, 

L
A

P
D

 C
rim

e L
aboratory; W

al- 

In
 th

e 
to in the 
num

ber– 

(C
ontinue 

U
n
ite

d
 P

re
si In

te
rn

a
tiO

n
a
l 	

• A
s
s
o
c
ia

te
d
 P

re
s
s
 • D
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R
T

ISIN
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A

U
 O

ther C
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V
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L
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O
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L
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N
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X
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E
R
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(C
ontinued from

 P
age A

-1) 
'fer violated four precepts w

hen 
he testified the defendant's gun 
and no other w

as involved in 
the shooting of K

ennedy and 
tw

o other victim
s. 

"T
he physical evidence, how

-
ever, upon w

hich his testim
ony 

w
as b

ased
. estab

lish
ed

 th
at th

e 
three above m

entioned evidence 
b
u
llets rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 v
ictim

s 
w

ere fired, not from
 the defend-

ant's gun but.in fact from
 a sec-

ondi sim
ilar gun w

ith a serial 
i num

ber H
18602," she w

rote. 

i
"T

he only possible conclusion 
that m

ust be reached is that tw
o  sim

ilar guns w
ere being fired at 

th
e scen

e o
f th

e crim
e," sh

e 
added. "S

uch a conclusion then 
leads unavoidably to the ques-
tio

n
: w

h
ich

 o
f th

e tw
o
 g

u
n
s 

fired the single fatal bullet?" 
B

u
t th

e seco
n
d
 sim

ilar g
u
n
 

w
as reportedly destroyed by the 

L
os A

ngeles Police D
epartm

ent 
in July, 1968, a m

onth after the 
assassination, she said. 

In
 th

e K
irsch

k
e case, M

rs. 
B

lehr said, W
olfer violated a 

precept by m
atching a single 

land im
pression on the test bul-

let w
ith tw

o different land im
-

pressions on a fatal bullet, thus  invalidating identification of the 
defendant's gun, 
S

h
e
 a

lso
 m

 a
 d

. e sim
ilar 

ch
arg

es relatin
g
 to

 a m
u
rd

er 
trial referred

 to
 o

n
ly

 as "S
C

 
num

ber A
234557, T

erry." 
W

olfer w
as described by C

hief 
D

avis as "a cautious, conserva-
tiv

e, straig
h
tfo

rw
ard

 an
d
 th

o
r-

o
u
g
h
 scien

tist," an
d
 as a "d

is-
tinguished expert.." 

D
av

is said
 

W
olfer has been 

actin
g
 h

ead
 o

f th
e crim

e lab
, 

and had been recom
m

ended by 
th

e ch
ief fo

r a p
erm

an
en

t ap
-

pointm
ent effective July 1. 



u
n
 	

e
n
n
e
 	

avir 
W

ro
n
g
 

T
hree top L

os A
ngeles police officials w

ill 
m

eet T
uesday to begin a probe of charges that 

police ballistics expert W
ayne A

. W
olfer erred 

in
 testim

o
n
y
 co

n
cern

in
g
 th

e w
eap

o
n
 u

sed
 in

 
the assassination of S

en. R
obert F

. K
ennedy. 

T
he panel, chaired by A

sst. C
hief J ack C

ol-
lin

s an
d
 co

n
sistin

g
 o

f D
ep

. C
h
ief Jo

h
n
 M

c-
A

llister and C
m

dr. G
eorge B

eck, w
ill m

eet at 
P

ark
er C

en
ter at 9

 a.m
., at th

e d
irectio

n
 o

f 
P

olice C
hief E

dw
ard M

. D
avis. 

B
arb

ara W
arn

er B
leh

r, L
o

s A
n

g
eles civ

il 
and crim

inal attorney, F
riday subm

itted affi-
davits and a letter challenging testim

ony giv-
en by W

ayne A
. W

olfer in the S
irhan B

ishara 
.S

irhan and Jack K
irschke m

urder trials. 

M
rs. B

le
h

r, a
d

m
ittin

g
 h

e
r e

ffo
rts a

re
 

aim
ed at blocking the appointm

ent of W
olfer 

as head of the P
olice S

cientific Investigation 
C

rim
e L

ab
o

rato
ry

, filed
 th

e d
o

cu
m

en
ts w

ith
 

th
e L

o
s A

n
g

eles C
iv

il S
erv

ice 
C

om
m

ission. 
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T

h
ey

 raise th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
e w

eap
o
n
 in

 
ev

id
en

ce at th
e S

irh
an

 trial m
ig

h
t 

not have 
been the one used in K

ennedy's slaying. 

P
ending the outcom

e of the inquiry by the 
blue-ribbon panel, D

avis said he has instruct-
ed W

olfer to m
ake no com

m
ent concerning the 

m
atter. 

W
o
lfer testified

 fo
r th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 in

 th
e 

trials in
 w

h
ich

 S
irh

an
 w

as co
n
v
icted

 o
f th

e 
1968 assassination of K

ennedy, a presidential 
candidate, and K

irschke, a form
er deputy dis-

trict atto
rn

ey
. 

K
irsch

k
e w

as fo
u
n
d
 g

u
ilty

 o
f k

illin
g
 h

is 
w

ife an
d
 h

er lo
v
er, an

d
 w

as g
iv

en
 a life sen

-
ten

ce. S
irh

an
 is o

n
  S

an
 Q

u
en

tin
's "D

eath
 

R
ow

." B
oth are appealing their cases. 

A
s th

e cases are aw
aitin

g
 ap

p
eal, D

av
is 

said
 h

e u
rg

ed
 th

e b
o
ard

 o
f in

q
u
iry

 to
 h

av
e 

A
ttorney G

eneral, D
istrict A

ttorney and C
ity 

A
tto

rn
ey

 rep
resen

tativ
es at th

e h
earin

g
. 

X
I? 	

eel'? 
A

irs. B
lehr told T

he H
erald-E

xam
iner she 

is questioning W
olfer's testim

ony only because 
she is interested in seeing that the P

olice D
e-

p
artm

en
t h

as "th
e b

est th
ere is in

 scien
tific 

personnel. 

S
h

e ad
d

ed
 sh

e d
o

es n
o

t b
eiiev

e W
o

lfer is 
qualified for the top post, on the basis of dec-
larations m

ade by other crim
inal investigation 

authorities. 

T
he docum

ents she subm
itted w

ere signed 
by R

aym
ond H

. P
inker, retired chief forensic 

chem
ist and pioneer of the L

A
P

D
 C

rim
e L

ab-
oratory; W

alter Jack C
adm

an, O
range C

ounty 
S

heriff's chief crim
inologist, and D

r. L
eM

oyne 
S

nyder, author and authority in legal m
edicine 

and hom
icide investigation. 

T
he experts listed six precepts considered 

in
v
io

lab
le in

 firearm
s id

en
tificatio

n
. M

rs. 
B

leh
r, in

 h
er letter to

 th
e co

m
m

issio
n

, said
 

W
o
lfer v

io
lated

 th
o
se p

recep
ts in

 h
is ex

p
ert 

dtr 

testim
ony, and therebl 

tion of m
urder w

eapor 

In the S
irhan case-

o
n
ly

 b
y
 its co

u
rt n

u
. 

W
olfer violated four 

lied the defendant's gi 
volved in the shootin; 
other victim

s. 

'.T
h
e p

h
y
sical ev

: 
w

hich his testim
ony 

that the three above 
lets rem

o
v
ed

 fro
m

 v
 

from
 the defendant's 

seco
n
d
 sim

ilar-g
u
n
 

H
I8602," she w

rote. 

"T
he only possible 

reach
ed

 is th
at tw

o
 si 

fired
 at th

e scen
e o

f 
"S

uch a conclusion tin 
the question: w

hich of 
single fatal bullet?" 


