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SIRHAN g/16/71 

2ND LD 163 

BY YVONNE PATTEN 

LOS ANCELES(CNS)...*.A COUNTY GRAND JURY INQUIRY THUS FAR HAS PRODUCED 140 

EVIDENCE THAT THE EXHIBITS IN THE SIRHAN B1SHARA SIRHAN CASE HAVE BEEN 

TAMPERED WITH, A PROSECUTOR SAID TODAY. 

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY RICHARD HECHT MADE THE COMMENT TO NEWSMEN AT 

THE END OF THE FIRST DAY'S TESTIMONY BEFORE THE GRAND JURY. 

THE JURY SESSIONS ARE EXPECTED TO LAST TWO OR THREE MORE DAYS. 

"THERE IS NO EVIDENCE THE EVIDENCE HAS. BEEN TAMPERED WI-TH," HECHT 

SAID, 

HE SAID THE JURY'S INVESTIGATION IS "PRIMARILY AN INQUIRY ,INTO THE 

ACTIVITY OF THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE IN DISCHARGING ITS RESPONSIBILITY' 

IN CONNECTION WITH COURT ORDERS ISSUED. 

HECHT REFERRED TO RULINGS BY TWO SEPARATE SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES IN 

THE SIRHAN CASE ORDERING THE COUNTY CLERK NOT TO MAKE EXHIBITS AVAILABLE 

TO ANYONE WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM THE COURT. 

HECHT SAID THAT HIS COMMENT ABOUT TAMPERING WAS MADE ONLY IN CONNEC- 

TION WITH THE GRAND JURY PROBE. 

(MORE) 

TTHOOPM 
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1ST ADD 2ND LD 225 XXX PROBE. 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH P. BUSCH HAS LAUNCHED HIS UMNINVES
TICATION' 

INTO SEVERAL FACETS OF THE CASE INVOLVING THE ASSASSINATION
 OF U.S. 

SENATOR ROBERT F. KENNEDY IN JUNE OF 1968. 

BUSCH HAS NOT ANNOUNCED ANY FINDINGS YET IN HIS INVESTIGATI
ON. 

THE TWO SUPERIOR COURT JUDGES WHO ISSUED ORDERS IN THE SIRH
AN CASE, 

ARTHUR L. ALARCON, AND HERBERT V. WALKER, WERE AMONG EIGHT 
WITNESSES -

WHO APPEARED BEFORE THE GRAND JURY TODAY. 

NEITHER WOULD COMMENT ABOUT HIS TESTIMONY, BUT PRESUMABLY TH
EY EXPLAIN!) 

THEIR ORDERS TO THE JUR,ORS40 

ALSO TESTIFYING WERE COUNTY CLERK WILLIAM SHARP AND PETER J
. 

TALMACHOFF CHIEF OF THE CRIMINAL DIVISION OF THE COUNTY CL
ERK'S OFFICE. 

THEY ALSO WOULD NOT COMMENT TO NEWSMEN ABOUT THEIR TESTIMON
Y. 

TALMACHOFF0  WHO TESTIFIED FOR ABOUT AN HOUR, CARRIED A CA
RDBOARD CARTON 

FILLED WITH LARGE ENVELOPES INTO THE CLOSED•D00R HEARINC, 

WHEN NEWSMEN ASKED HIM WHAT THE CARTON CONTAINED, TALMACHOF
F REPLIED, 

"THE STUFF THEY SUBPOENAED." 



HE WOULD NOT ELABORATE. 

TALMACHOFF SAID HE WILL CONTINUE TESTIFYING TOMORROW AT 9t30 A.M. 

WHEN THE JURY RESUMES ITS SESSION* 

ALSO TESTIFYING TODAY WERE TWO OF SIRHAN'S PROSECUTORS. JOHN HOWARD 

AND.DAVID N. FITTS. HOWARD IS NOW CHIEF DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY AND 

FITTS IS A SUPERIOR,COURT JUDGE. 

IT IS BELIEVED HOWARD AND FITTS TESTIFIED ABOUT THE BACKGROUND OF 

THE SIRHAN CASE* 

THE TWO OTHER WITNESSES WERE FRED WYNBRANDT. CHIEF CRIMINALIST FOR 

THE STATE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE; AND JOYCE SHANNON, ONE OF THE 

SECRETARIES WHO DOES THE PAPERWORK FOR THE GRAND JURY. 

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY SIDNEY TRAPP tS ASSISTING HECHT IN THE 

PRESENTATION BEFORE THE GRAND JURY. 

(INCLUDES PREVIOUS) 
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LOS ,ANGELES(CAS)*•THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY GRAND JURY OPENED AN 

INVESTIGATION TODAY INTO REPORTS THAT PHYSICAL EVIDENCE FROM THE SIRHAN 

SIMIAN TRIAL MAY HAVE BEEN TAMPERED WITH SINCE THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

TRIAL*  

TWO JUDGES AND A PROSECUTING ATTORNEY WERE AMONG THE FIRST 

WITNESSES SUMMONED FOR THE CLOSEMPODOR DUESTIONINC* 

THE GRAND JURY HEARINGS ARE EXPECTED TO LAST TWO TO THREE DAYS* 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOSEPH BUSCH HAS SAID THERE IS EVIDENCE THAT 

ATTORNEYS AND PRIVATE CITIZENS INTERESTED IN THE SIRHAN CASE MAY HAVE 

HAS ACCESS TO THE COURTROOM EXHIBITS SINCE THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

TRIAL* 

SIMIAN WAS CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR THE ASSASSINATION 

OF SEN. ROBERT F. KENNEDY AT THE AMBASSADOR HOTEL IN JUNE OF 1,6g0  

TAMPERING WITH THE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE COULD AFFECT LEGAL,APPEALS IN THE 

CASE. 

THE LEADOFF WITNESS AT THE HEARING AT THE HALL OF JUSTICE WAS CHIEF 

DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN HOWARD, WHO WAS ONE OF THE PROSECUTORS 

IN THE SIRHAN TRIAL* 



IT WAS REPORTED THAT HE TESTIFIED REGARDING BACKGROUND Of Mt. CASL, 

THE SECOND WITNESS WAS LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR COURT 

JUDGE ARTHUR ALARCON, WHO SIGNED THE ORIGINAL ORDER SEALING THE 

EXHIBITS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE. 

RETIRED SUPERIOR JUDGE HERBERT V. WALKER, WHO PRESIDED OVER THE 

SIMON TRIAL AND LATER EXTENDED ALARCON'S ORDER, ALSO TESTIFIED BEFORE 

THE GRAND JURY, 

UNDER THE COURT ORDER, NO ONE WAS TO BE PERMITTED ACESS TO THE 

PHYSICAL EXHIBITS WITHOUT WRITTEN COURT PERMISSION* 

COUNTY CLERK WILLIAM SHARP WAS SCHEDULED TO TESTIFY LATER TODAY*  

(PICKUP 'TM PGH: BUSCH SAID XXX) 

IE 1113AM 
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LOS ANCELES(CNS)00THE COUNTY CRAND JURY TODAY IS SCHEDULED TO BEC I % 

AN INVESTICATION INTO POSSIBLE TAMPERING WITH EXHIBITS IN Tilt CRIE OF 

CONDEMNED ASSASSIN SOHN SIRHAN. 

THE PROVE IS SET TO SEC1N/AT TO *.MA IN THE JIM, MOM ON 'NE 

rIMI !toot or tic issa to' mina., 
MIRKY ATTORNEY JOSEPH 	SON ARKEi FORME 	"MATS ON eTO 

- CCTERMINEm;JNE NATURE AND EXTENT Of THE VIOLATIlS11 OF THE COURT 

ORDER RECARDINC ?NE StRNON rxmleffs. 

NE REFERRED TO AN ORDER 'OWED NY A JUKE AT TIC OtOINNIRC OF SIRHA S 

PROSECUTION PROHIB TINC ANYONE FROM EXAMININC EXHIBITS IN THE' CASE 

RITMO' COURT PE*I 'SION* 

ca THE PROMPU OW OF THE PROSE IS TO FOCUS UPON THE 

Int. EXHIRits IN NeatTO fAritamINE IF ANY OTHER 
PPR R I ATE ACTION NEEDS TO BE TAKEN,. 

ST OMAN AN iNvESTICATION OF HIS ONN INTO THE MKHAN CASE 

WHEN AM ATTORNEY CHARM THAT A LOS ANCELES POLICE MINIMALIST 010 NOT 

mai PROPER PROCEDURES IN THE BiLLISTICS PHASE OF THE I NVESTICATI ON 
NTO THE SLAYINC OF SM., ROM, F. KENNET.,  

TIE DISTRICT ATTORNEY HAS EMPHASIZED THAT THE CRANO JURY PRONE IS 

NERCLY ONE FACET OF THE TOTAL INvEsTiCAT,ON INTO THE ALLEGATIONS IN.  

THE SIRHAN CASE. 

JS1,4dAm 


