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LIT DOUG S:v,`IAT 
Sta:f \'/ 

'the xveckend diciocnre that evicleilec in the Tic-
hel:t 
ian have been altered lcd 
Monday to developments 
which. focu..,.i_:qt, attention on 11-1., I 	ca County 
Cleri;'s 

The de\ --elopniont. were: 
ordei. to County 

Clerk 'Willi:4m Sharp to in-spect hk s.oucc for laic security breachc.., to cc- 

and to in.yentc-e,:y exhibita 
and trans.( C IOta fro 	the Sirhan 	 tri- al. 

—A. statement by 
Sharp that a p::',tseual. in-

"faileci to ciiscloic any rnishandlilu:C 

there are 's till some 
coca uu , erer-.H." 

--The rev eititi(ra hy no ; ■ i ,-.1e to Dist. 	Joseph 
P. 13iLch 	 "soint: 

rrtOcirtsfh's o:- 
tir,r 

tce:ot.  
s itsi Inn vef: bin 

hf-fee 

tana- 
1 ct 

lice 

staf: 
i. eyinb:ts-. 

directly ban- 

in the Sirhali trial pond lug 
an appoal. 

'file order to Sharp conic 
from Supervisor Kenneth 

ho oversees the 
operation of the County 
Clerks Orrice. 

halm a l'4o directed the 
county's chief adniinitra-
tive officer, Arthur G. 
Will, to determine if the 
clerks office neccls addi-
tional prec autionary 
equipment, 

TThsch's aide, in reveal- 
in tim :1 	Cil-Tioyes, of Sharp were beiriz rafaTal to take polycc,-iph 

declined to identify 
the employes or specify 
the noreiher. 

In 	cu k(qo •u re. last 
\ueck, the disthet attorney 
Cud not say to.- heilier be 
conE:idei‘ori thc 
tainparin:-,; ileteut bun d or 
unintenjonaL 

However, he sf ressal it 
complicates an earlier in-
vestiL;.ition into claims 
that 	worit in the K.enntidy 	 h1111:0- 
1Y,r aid that a seco7H-I gun 

been fired iii ilie 
or tile 

Avon(IcC,  ,rjuric 

if x t e nice fampce:in -_; 
rrH:T.  

nr,tcrlitH, 

i 

iiiR—r!trt 
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County CIrk Says -1(-2 Fkr.5 

DiSCOVC,Ved No TampcJing 

J3,y I);\ vr.: 
TI1),!1 nit Vjrit?! 

WI . 	 1,0 ,T(tri 
un,-tutliorLecl per-

bean peirnit',cil 
t';irlian 

nitro:ler 
• ci' -1.; 	G. S.11.„0.1) 

Sharp made 	 p„;tcr 

s7.->id 	cia CrIlp!():••(..(1, 10 

i".1:1tOl'irli 	(.1H-!.!")•.j:\'' 
in 	lc.f.t,:n to rnf.. 

oa,-.-;•crationn 
in a 	of pn*:-.1.1)i!tt..e5 

	

evHcrft.c 	 or 

• v, 	ii 

con• 

th: achjh 
.1).;,t-i i 	1st raIl ha 

no 	 that au.■-orp:• 
\vitlt 1,1-te case, or 

the 
to lndle tile. key 

C T  tr: the e:--11-ibitl 
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CM) tl e d from Third l' uae  

After the Sirhaii trial 

concluded. Superior Jo iy,,i 
Herb,irt, 	■Vaker or- 
dered certain key exhibits 
",scaled" by a court order. 

But, Sharp said, the court 

order permitted "counsel 

of record" and attorneys 
for both the prosecution 

and defense, as wall as 
agents for those attornoy, 
access to the crucial ex- 

Sharp said a list of per-
sons asking to examine 
the exhibits his been kept 
by his office. Br estimated 
that several dozen names 
were in the records. 
Among thcm, he said, 
\'t-C3'0 tlios:i of Luke 
sack, Sii -han's dcfense 
couns,e1 itt hi; mali' idle 
appeal before the .c.;-,..Treule 
Court, 	 har- 
per, eriiiiinadkt 
tics 	p.?rt yb hes con 
tendc.i 
in the ,-)r ginal. 

granted aecc,.s,-.; a‘; Sri 	nit 
of MelciF„sack. 

'Strictest Security' 

Sharp told the. sup,?rvi-
sots: 

thc 
1 

of ma office to 
provicle 	 ..n:_.•cur- 
it 	,,H;ir'.-y-n 

seciv.ciy 	 which 

in the tr1  l. the 
in 

on!: 	rHierks 
coca- cadwiriin a F-iale 
;vithiu 

(It 	:3li f i  
;,j1 

'flY 
coL::tr•T•rc-..1 

71.0 W,1 t: 

Breach ro,Fnlle 
Sharp admit ted 1 hat 

special security could 
have been breach al in the 
Sirhan evidence, but seid 
he has no knowicA.h7,e of it. 

I n norm 	c,505, he sa id, 

the public is entitled to 
view evidence, in any 
where no court order for-
bids it. But even then the 
'evidence is re.,:tricted to an 
area kept under close sur- 
veillance.: 	. 

Dkt. Atty. Joseph P. 
Busch . Jr. rovei?,1,2d over 
the weekend ti' 'at his of- 
fice was "to. 	Ibly con- 
cerned" over evidence 
the fatal bitlleti and the 
gun in the Kennedy e•i:e 
might have been 

tely 	in..(.1-,-criently tact. 

pet's, 	 • 

This po:ssibnity coald 

Oii5( tiC all Car jell ill.VE.Sli- 
gatL-,n into okari:cs 
lo:l i4 	,.\-orl.; in the 
lion trial vio;E:tc..-; 
fie prop lute. 

Thorc, chrrge=-, i- :secl on 
private. 

gallon, v.- ere ledced 17,.- at- 
tomes\ • 	B:iri).-ira 	-,,V.aroar 
Blehr in an cL of to IlOCIt 
the appoint-?:-.2er} I of prdiee 
criminalist 	vric 
for s liepd ci tlie 	An- 
geles Police Dep::iir;r.-Yent 
crime Litt,. 

Harper and Mrs. Ele1,1' 
have giiikt,i':), , ed 
th:,re 
second gun:-:c.in  
Kennedy in aIdjtior;ta 
Sirhan---a q uetion 
only 	1-.•.a'r.ii.••;in.:•. 

ca u 1 ci 
at 

She 'p told 
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K.N.X.T. SPYMAL P.:.:20RT 
Approximately.  & p.m. 
July 16, 1971 

Reporter: "...with evidence in the Shirhan Sirhan. murder case has 
led to much speculation. The focus of the investigation by 
the D.A.' s office is on those WhO may have viewed certain n 
evidence without the required court order. 

At first KNXT News was rebuffed in it's efforts to learn the 
identity of those who had, access to exhibits in the County 
Clerk's office, but a ruling by the California Supreme Court 
enabled us to look at those records. In this copywritted 
report Bic: New reporter Howard Gingold tells what the clerk's 
record shows. Howard? 

Howard Gingeld: ''Jim, inquires by KNXT news have disclosed those 
facts. A number of persons viewed. physical . evldence from the 
Sirhan trial - some in apparent violation of a court order 
restricting access to trial exhibits. Physical evidence such 
as the death woanon, the fatal bullets and others used for test 
firing maybe no contaminated by mishandling it would be useless 
in future court proceedings. 

Administrative practices have been so slipshod that it's now 
hard to say exactly how many persons actually examined the 
evidence and who they aro. As a result of such practices 
coupled with proceedures used by a police crime expert and perhaps 
other court officerstoo, it is Possible that  O ther convictions 
besidesSirhan's may be challoned. 

That includes the murder conviction of former deunty district 
attorney-  Jack Kirschke - now serving a life senttnce for killin,g;  
his wife and her lover in 1966. 

All this comes to liuht after KYX91 's disclosure a week age, th?,t 
officials were investicatin the possibility that evdence in 
the Sirhan case had been altered. 

Since then County Clel,  ';rilliam narp, who's office t.lainta.in  
trial- evidence had denied sugostions that:'.x.r.,:23.5.1 irri:gula'ii:..o .. ('',)  
were permitted. 	 t 	_.:.- 

And the f,--uporior Court (7"u6r.-: cThryped a restrictio on the 
clerk's adlnistrative records prohibitinr, outcrs from learn-y
in. who had acces to the Sirhan trial exhibits. 

After KT= received assistaTIce fi'ol..3 the California Supree 
Court, the lowor COU2t or. _r was ::,,odif, aria this rei)ore-- 
gained acces to t'i.e clerk's recox 	rihose rcors include 
exhibit in entory lists and forms indicatin Yho was permitted 
to hook at those t11,:'..11bIt:,;, 	They alco inclue the ori:l.n?.,1 
order by .F.;uperior JudgeHe:obrt W ,X..::)r retrictin acce,7;s to 
certain. '—t,rd-cere evidence without the courts ezcoro 	per,Alsolen. 



II-K1TXT 

Such evidence as the &on - a 22 cal. Iver-Johnson revolver, and 
a number of bullets, some removed from the aTfLt victums, others 
used for ballistic testin3. 

There appears little doubt that Judge Walker's order was violated 
in some way. 

Amon; those allowed to view the exhibits was Theodore Cherach, 
a free lance journalist who claims that crucial evidence and 
testimony have boon surpressed. Cherach believes there was 
more than one gunman involved in Robert Kennedy's assassination 
and has brousht suit to force disclosure of•cortain evidence. 

Cherach made seven visits to the clerk's office in 1969 and '70, 
but it .V:7,s not clear what exhibits he actually inspected. 

Some forms have a jubble of exhibit numbers listed - some have 
no exhibit notations at all. 

The file contains no indication that Cherach had the court's 
permission to view restricted evidence, 

It is understood, however, that he was authorised to check the 
evidence by Slrhan's attorneys of record, George Shibbl ins and 
Luke 1,:enssack. 

Jukse 	 orisinal order made nu pfov_L6J.011 101.- 

of record to authorize anyone else to view the evidence. • 

• Another who viewed the evidence under the authority of Attorneys 
Shibblins and McKissac was William Harper, a criminalist who 
has exchanged information with. Cherach. 

Harper made 9 visits. He examined the un and bullets on a table 
in the clerk's office. (1) 

Harper told. K7TXT Hews ho handled the evidence in the course of 
the exPination. But he also said the gun and bullets had not 
been Eealed in plastic 	iser as Jude Walker had in  
They wore in plain pen er envele-oes. 

Harper says he does not know if the evidonce has bean contanThato4 
but as a crime expert he has stron reservations about the way 
it wao handled. 

To preoerve the interedy of such evidence, Haroer says, it should 
be wrap-oed and stored in such a way that it cannot C'.lome in 
abrasive contact with other objects. 

Yet, he says, the Sirhan bullets wore thrown ,r,:etlio.0 in 
er_volcoos, Usuoaly without protecive wr0000ir  

-.L. 
s7cr: but _..-no ,n.or taken s. ran his nce was loose i.`i 	o o 
envolo9e. 



III-KNXT 

Three bullets and two empty shell casinEs were mixed loosly in 
another envelope. And another bullet was loose in a slass vile 
with nothing to separate it from the hard sides of the 
container. 

The clerk's records show that a total of 15 persons examined 
Sirhan's trial evidence, but those records are so vaEue it is 
hardly possible to say for sure what evidence was examined 
and by whom. 

ReE:Arding the Jack Kirochke case, the records indicate that 
only one person over asked to examine the evidence from that 
trialk,  A state criminal investiator who looked at either a 
diagram or a color picture. 

A clerk's aide confessed (that) it seems odd that only one person 
would be interested in exhibits from so celebrated a case. A 
fact that may point to deficiencies in the clerical records. 

But Kirsch tee evidence was handled in the same manner - If Kirschke 
evidence was handled. in the same manner as the Sirhan evidence 
Craver implications arise. 

Kirschke was convicted of killinz his victus with a cun  iat 
was never found. There were no witnosses. The most clre•a2-1 
evidence was testimony from police ballistic expert DoWayne 
Wolfer, who's methods Tive re,;T 	Clue5tioned. 

If indeed the Kirschke bullets have boon conaminated it may be 
imnossible to test the accuracy of Wolfer's findings, and there-
fore the validity of his methods. 

And if Wolfer motheds are discredited it may open the way for 
C: xat-.:=7. 7fx.=2::xkx.>:,(nf.cn 	defense 
at:::,:w17 attorneys to challan7e his finds in literally scores of 
cases in which. he was a kv witness 

It s a possibility that the District 	Attorney's •office may 
be facin uith a coed deal of concern. And the 	, 70115 
continues...' 

END FLoar!,  

FTN (1), 
Tt ?c 	LIGcl.orta-ncin that Earner also p'notoTrap: 	 bullE-Jts oaf mao 	 enli'rillont of thezi that s'rlOW that two o.those bullets c,me fro7,1 rd:!_ffc:.rent 4.1.112. Thin evirdonce is in a one hour 

by Chraoll 	hown to nows0n last weci (July 4-10) in :; cw York c.nc7. Wallir ton. 

PT': (2), 
A /1,-.= 	 7r1j -v 	14, in the Los A -ole-  "1 1 

ate -1 	: 	t, 

-o .loscoul-,ion in the murdo 2asc ,a(2,1n2t dirhan 
Slrhan 	 7hur.7;ay to T:day 	d:.c 	of no fir:7>t count 



ij 
IV7KNXT 

"But by 3:15 a.m. three hours after the shooting, Sirhan was 
enaging in earnest discussions and humorous banter with 
officers •- still without revealins anything about the shootinE, 
or even his name." 

"He waxed. chatty, however, about other matters and discussed 
with Dep. District Attorney John E. Howard, now one of his 
prosecutors, the Jack Kirschke murder case..." 

LOS ACT.7.LE3 TI1-3, 3/14/69 
pas° twenty-two, Dave smith 

K.N..X. RADIO 

July 10, 1 971 

Newsman: "The Los Thseles district attorney has confirmed an 
earlier report that investization is underway Into the possible 
altering of evidence used to convict Sirhan Sirhan for the asc 
asslnation of Senator Robert Kennedy. 

Distrt Attorney 	 ,vs nnd T °note "r-11  cour-'(, 
order proecinc the exhibit has been inored and the 
exhibits have not been proorly protected by the Country 
Clerk's office." 

Bush's news secretary William Farr quotes the D.A. as statlnf7 
"Indeed there is evidence tho exhibits havo 1 c r, Llbv 
urr,00uE; personE;." 	 "':?e, are currently in the midst of 
an :tnvetii-,:.alo'n to aotor:line whether there bun boon any 
intension:a er uf:.--intentio=1 	)E 1I with the 1:ey 
involvoa in thotrial, includi.n.p the rAwrier we:-:,pon and the bullets 
taken from the body of Senator Robert Kennedy. however, this 

office has 'punched a full investigation into this matter. 

have been cuthorirz,cd by the Los An olcn Police i)epartont to 
state that they intent no re i activation of itSEoecial unit 
senator section - which coluctd the initial comprwnisive 
probe into the Senator's asssin::?.tlon. 

At the concluion of the invo2'.-_,Iatio by my office mc will tal-..e 
appropriate ao'Lion and mp170 the full report to the mlelAc. 
arc still confidant at this - oint that the orle..infa 

man thoreu:h cod that the subeguent 	o jt eons w;-:.,n valid. 

Our concern: now 	who 	there Ins been nosy viel!,,tion of tn,,.; 
trial e;:hibits. Ye arc torrbly concer:10d. abut the -,7)oibility 



wh':',t he (D.: 	r:.'1 ,..a ns by ' 4- 

Ap-oroximately 11:30 a.m. 
July 10, 1971 

Newsman: "Details from newsman John Goodman at C.B.X. station KN)C 
Los Angeles," 

Goodman: "The District Attorney confirms Er:uful that court orders 
protectinz the evidence have been wAlta violated and there are 

. indications that the exhibits includin the murder weapon have 
been tampered with. 

Sirhan defense attorney Luke 1.:cKissick nays he regards the issue 
as a smoke screen to cover up inadaquate in the procescutions 
Proof.. 

MCKissick: "Well, this has always been my fundamental notion is that 
there should be a, you know, public inquiry - a full inquiry - 
with everybody havins access to it. Let the people from the 
press be there - lot everyone that wants to examine - let us, 
let's see what the situation is. 

Rather than just have private parties run around on their own and 
do their owe little investisation. I'm for a full public 
inouiry, T 	that's whas called for. 

Goodman: "licNiss:ck says he has authorized only one person to 
exat nine those exhibits. rfhe probie by the District Attorny 
Was prompted durirCE the course of another inestiEsation 
into all(Ted irreularltios in the ballistic investiation 
of the murder' E7,un. John. Goodman. for CI-3 I:ews in Los Aneles.° 

NMHP7' 
1i 1proxY ; 1:f the name hour. 

...Kuauthorized persons may have handled the sun, bullets and the 
coat worn by Kennedy when he was fatally shot at the Aq,lbasador Hotel 
in Jun 1:=2)6S. n'? 	n roort 	the plastic seals 	 thoe 
items 	 broken. 

The discovery has roulted in the cancellation of two 	con- 
ferences at which :-.3usch was to reveal results of ft.n Investiation 
into ch,A:02 that ballistic tests on tbo murer woon have boo 
mis2hanlod and that two Eun ,wore used i,n the 	 That probe is 
still un'Thrway. 

Vs) 

...those ex.hibits would be handled - 	don't know how a 
person could exi,r-lino it othe-2wIse. Clearly the -pron,ccutions 

7C! 	 wh7y:a 



If we have this loose description by Chief Davis sucesting 
that you know - maybe the scratch marks were chansed - the 
identifyinT characteristics of the bullets. 	 don't 
know exactly how that takes place and as far as I know It was 
done ituy: 	dos-in at the Clerk's office and in a very authorized 
and traditional fashion." 

K-CX radio 
time; 6:40 13.m. 
July 12, 1971 

Newsman: "CharETs of tamperinz with evidence in the Sirhan Sirhan 
case have resulted in the lnvestisation of some county 
employees. KNX newsman Pete 1:iorasa has the Story. 

Moraa: 	Two investiL7,ations have been undertaken to determine if 
evidence in the Sirhan Sirhan case, now entrusted to the custody 
of the county clerk has been mls-handled. One investisation 
has boon. conducted by the District AtternTy's office, which has 
said that lie-dector tests of Laployees in the county clerk's 
office indicates that someone is not tellins the truth. 

But County Clerk 1u1iam Sharp tells KL: news radio, his own 
investlatioil has failed to reveal that strict security relatin-
to the evIC:ence has beep Nbroen. 

Sharp: 	L 	 sLrIctest, sccur:.ty at Lilo 	 thp 
thins, went to trial. I reeuested that there has been some 
ouecion as to whether that request was r17idly adhered 'o. Our 
investization :Indicaes that - does not iildftcao that there 
was a violation of it." 

noraLa: 'Sharp adds that his office- is just as interested in protectins 
the rihts of the stte as those Of the defendant in seeins 
that only authorized persons have access to the evidence In 
question. This is Ifete 	 ril;a10, 
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