2@8 Tests F S& No Link w&scmm: waam and ~©,

q- d.71
By Stuart Auerbach
Washington Post Staff Writer

Two psychologists, working
independently, reported yester-
day that any differences in in-
telligence and achievement
_ test scores between whites and
minority groups is due to so-
cial and economie factors.

Their findings clash with
the controversial conclusions
of California psychologist Dr.
Arthur R. Jenson and physi-
cist Dr. William Shockley that
blacks are genetically inferior
to whites.

“These papers refute Shock-
ley and Jenson,” said Dr. Ed-
ward J. Casavantes, a staff
member of the U.S. Commis-
sion on  Civil Rights wh
headed a panel discussion
the annual meeting here of
the American wmwnrogo&
Association.

.“These will give. Euﬁ:a

tion to the other side Aumﬂua
Shockley and Jenson) for the
first time,” he added. :
The studies were done by
Un Jane R. Mercer of the Uni-
versity of California in River-

side and Dr. George W. E»« A

eske of the federal mo«og
ment’s Office of Education. -
The studies were &Rﬁ.gr

.11, |Mrs. Mercer looked at intelli-

gence tests while Mayeske
studied achievement tests.
Both used different methods,
and neither knew of the oth.
er's studies. )

But at the end, both reached
the same conclusions: .race
and ethnic background have
nothing to do with intelligence
or scholastic achievement, |

“This -pew- evidence from

%3 separdte gnd independent

Tstudies is the strongest ever.
presented ' docimenting that
environmental and social fac-
tors affect test, scores,” said

Casavantes.

“Many social m&murma have
always felt there were no basic
intelligence differences he-
tween = racial and ethnic
groups, but until now there
has been an absence of scien-
tific data.”
+*1 was quite excited to find
that Dr. Mayeske reached

identical findings by aoBJmSawE housing, aromm par-

pletely  different methods,”
said Mrs. Mercer.

Her seven-year, $375,000
study focused on Mexican-
American and black students
in Riverside who were classi-
fied as mentally retarded.

She found that many of
these students, though scoring
low on 1Q tests and listed as
mentally retarded, “were very
intelligent in their cswuﬁs. in.
the community.” -

Instead of Eoﬁ&.?m their
inteHigence, . Mrs, gs.aa.
found, the IQ tests were in-’
fluenced by the socio-eco-

nomic¢ conditions of the Mexi-

'|between;.. the .average. . test

nwﬂ.?ﬁoﬂowum and the Ewowm. umsm_. than the minority
- These Mexican-Americans |groups—Orientals,  Indians,
and blacks, for example, Mexican-Americans, Negroes

whose families were like mid-
dle-class white Americans in
Riverside,” had 1IQs that
matched the whites, Those
who lived in crowded, sub-

ents didn’t speak English and
who weren’t expected to do
well in school, fared badly on
the 1Q tests.

“The IQ -test as it now
stands,” she - said, “measures
20 per cent to 30 per cent cul-
tural background.”

“Although genetic - factors, .
undoubtedly produce differ-
ences in ability within various
ethnic groups, the difference|

 scores’ o.?&faw ‘antt’ Qlicehoy
Mexican-American * -~ students
and the scores of white mid-
dle-class students can be ac-

counted for by mEE.o.:EmuE,
|factors,” she concluded. )
' Mrs. Mercer, over the. m»ma.

‘seven years, has ma&& 1,500

students - 5 the yerside
«,mm.

- ‘He' studied achievement
test results of 123,000 students
from ‘#cross the: couniry that
were pulledtogether. by the
federal government 4n 1965.

This data ‘was: 5& then by
John -+ Hopkins | peychologist
James 8. Coleman, who con:
cluded  that minerity group
children had suffersd so niuch!
cultural ~ deprivatiori by the!
time they reached gchoal. that
no-amount of education could
{bring them up.to par. :

Mayéske studied ~the
achievement-test  scores. of
sixth graders to find out why
whites, - on the -average, did

and Puerto Ricans.

“The differences. among the
racial-ethnic groups approach
zero as more and more consid
erations related to differences
in their social conditions are
taken 58 »onoga ” he. re
ported.

The most E.uoﬁﬁﬂ aspect,
Mayeske found, was liow much
the student was motivated by
his family to do well in school.

“We “intended to study the
effect of race on test scores,”
he said, “and ended by study-
ing ns effect of racism on test
scores.” ,
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