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NEW YORK—What do you do about
a wild sect of revolutionaries who

wink at violence, look like bums, hate

all police and speak only with con-
,mpt about “Jaw and order”?

" 'What do you do when these radicals
develop an organized following among
the oppressed and are led by agitators
with a theatrical flair, militants who
are quite capable of jumping bail and
', fleeing to Conimunist countries?

In particular, what do you do with

them during wartime with its accom-

panying unrest?

One answer is to hunt them relent-
lessly; with the Justice Department en-
oouraging local police, which is what
happened to the Industrial Workers of
the World —the “Wobblies” —a half
eentury ago.’

No historical parallel can be exact,

‘but there are certain striking similari-

, ﬁel in the reaction to the Wobblies
ahd to the present attitudes toward the
Black Panthers. -

Like the Black Panthers, the Wob-
blies detested what they regarded as
“the system” and provoked confronta-
tions with the police by using a tactic
_ they called “direct action.” TWW mili-
tants were dlways violent in rhetoric
and sometimes violent in ‘deed; they
were accuted of dynamiting and assas-
sinations, and their noblest hero, Joe
Hill, was executed as a murderer.

Like the Panthers, the Wobblies

steadfastly maintalned that politics.

was a racket and that the oppressed
,should organize themselves, creating a
new and just society within the rotting
husk of the old. Class interest, they
‘felt, justitied extreme weapons of de-
fense, such as sabotage.

Quite understandably, decent-
minded Americans found such pre-
cepts alarm!ng, and from the moment
the TWW came into existence in 1905,
ity leaders were blamed for every
eruption of class violence.

‘On ‘Dec.. 30, 1905, Frank Steunen-
berg, the former governor of Idaho,
was blown to pleces by a bomb. Three
IWW leaders—Bill

wood, Charles
Moyer and George Petubm—we 1t

erally abducted, without extradition,

from Denver and charged with the -
‘crime (Haywood was apprehended 1n a

brothel).

The Haywood- Pettlbone-Moyer mur-
der trial in Boise City, Idaho, was
every bit as notorious as the Oakland
trial of the Black Panthers. In the end,
with the help of Clarence Darrow as
defense counsel, the trio was acquit-
ted.

In the Whlte House, President Theo- .

dore Roosevelt spoke for respectable
opinion. The defendants, he sald in a
letter to an inquiring politician, were

representative of those who “habitu-

“ally stand as: - of imcitement to or
‘apolegy fer bloodshed and viclence, If

" that does mot comstitute undesirafile’

‘citizenship, then there canm aevu&h
any undesirable citizen.” e :

‘Angered by those words, ehouu“‘
of protesters put on lapel buttcwh
scribed, “I am an undesirable citix .

Partly because of systematic p Iy
tion, the Wobblies caught the inigf
pation of most American ngicql;

In strikes led by the IWW at
rence, Mass., in 1012 and Ptterson
in 1913, the plight of industrial
ers was dramatized. The W h

What
Wobblies
We speak to you from jail today,
Two hundred union men, _
We’re here because the bosses’ laws
Bring slavery dgain.
s g R
County Jail, October, 1918

“If every person who represented
law and order and the nation beat
you up, railroaded you to jail, and
the good Christian people cheered

~ do you expect a man to be patri-
otic?”
H, 1920

We hate you! Damn you! Hate you!
We hate your rotten breed.

We hate your slave religion with sub-
mission for its creed.’

We hate your judges. We hate your
court:.

We hate that living lie

That you call “justice” and we hate
with a hate '

That shall never die. ‘

We zhall keep our hate and cherish
our hate .

And our hate shall ever grow.
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- must be met with preventive as
- as punitive measures . . . Instead-of "

and told them to go to it, how in hell

-—An rw-w mambor to eumn 3

- give a salutary lesson to pro

direction of the Attorney Gengp
. something quite effective is undigls
way with respect to the IWW -sfifi§

‘appointed if the results wh

. - keep thé wratches: in ‘order.”.
st um’& mmunm
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“The nation is at war, and tremﬁ&

waiting to see if their bite is poi
ous, the government should
them at once.”

persistently Mrisoned or put e
of existence.” i
’ “Sean Franclsco Chr il

can here end thers be arrested os
substantial grounds of sedition o |
disorderly intent; and their xrn'é‘v
and summary punishment wo £

tive lawbreakers.”

“I must say to you that under

of your Western friends will be
hope to obtain are achieved.”.
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“Fear is the only force tha
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were accused, justifiably, of manipulat-
ing the mass media through such tech-
niques as organizing a great pageant in
the old Madison Square Garden.

- But the movement made its deepest

. imprint on the West, where miners and

 lumberjacks enforced their demands
for 4 shorter work day by simply walk-
inz from the job while IWW agitators

cted cheeky “free speech” cam- ’

sin autoentic eompany towns.

jy the time'the United States en-
tered World War 1,° the Wobblies,

scornfully ‘derided as the “I

-though
W't Works,” had béecome a_costly
auwlsance to. employers, who now ap-
petled to the Justice Department for a
concerted attack on the movement on
tlu mundl that it opposed the war.
m plea was heéded by President
"Wilson’s ' Attorney Genéral’ Thomas
“Gregory, and even more sedulously by

Gregery’s industrious successor,” A. =

Miteliell Palmer. In August, 1017, the

Justics Department planned an all-out -

slissn}t on the Wobblies as well as on
other antl-war radical movements, -

,On Sept. 5, Justice Department ,
mm, armed with the broadest possi- - -
‘ble péarch warrants, swarmed through .-
every city in which the Wobblies had : -~
an office, seizing everything they eould .-
fisd, from minute books to the love - -

. Jetters- of Ralph Chaplin, a famoua 20

Wohbly bard. -

In Chicago,: 186 IwWwW lendm ‘were .
“wyeested on charges of conspiring to vi- ' =

olgfe federal laws, while federal grand.

jurles returned -similar indictments in -

Sserinento, Fresno, Wichita and
Omaha. The intention simply was, to
put the movement out of business.

As Melvin- Dubofsky wrlte- in his au-
thmtive history of the- -movement,
“We Shall Be All" (1960): “The men
who ‘insisted that -America remain ‘a
land of laws’ and who were charged
with enforcing those laws considered

the Wobblies to be degenerate and, in

fact, Yeyond the pale of law.”

" 'This did not happen without dissent,
‘howeyer muted. A conservative-minded
Yaukee, George W. Anderson, the U.S.

. y for Massachusetts, vainly ad-

ed his superiors, “I think the
m .government - should be eriti-
cally «careful not:only:to keep within

-,

the law ,.. . but to see to it that itis

- ot made an unwilling and perhaps un-
conscionshble partner in one of the .

lowest and meanest mercenary tricks

_ ever played in any aspect of the class
- struggle,” By “trick” he meant the use
" of the war by business imterests to de-

stroy the IWW,

By the end of the ‘war, the move-ﬁ-‘

ment’s leaders were in jail or.on trial,

and remaining lesser fry were netted.
. in the 1919 Red Scare raids authorized
.- by Attorney General Palimer, who was

aided by a young assistant, J. Edgar
Hoover. -

In a further blow, Big B111 Haywood
the most famous IWW leader, jumped

bond in' 1921 and 'fled to the Soviet:
Union, where he lived as a lonely and -
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l"rom the Iww vubllntlon Bolldtrity. Aut [ 8 llﬂ ‘

alcoholic exile untﬂ his death in um
By the common judgment “of his-
torians, the persecution of the. IWW
brought shame on the country and
its police and added glory, some of
it no doubt undeserved, to thefk wie-

. tims. In killing the movement, federal

and local police did not kill its ideals,
however vague and confused’ they
sometimes appeared to be. I
The right to organize, the eight-hahr
day, the formation of industrial uniofis
to help the unskilled worker, were some

of the key IWW objectives, and the -

achieyement of them seems as unex-

ever,” the official union anthem, writ-
ten by Wobbly. composer Ralph Chap-

L

_ceptionable today as “ Solidarity For- "



