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B
lack Panthers: the 

ccording to governm
ent estim

ate, the B
lack 

P
anthers num

ber only about 1,200 m
em

- 
bers. T

hey are scattered across the U
.S

. in 
tw

o dozen chapters, som
e tightly organized, oth-

ers so unstable that a single arrest could bring 
ab

o
u
t th

eir co
llap

se. Y
et th

e P
an

th
ers h

av
e 

em
erged as the sym

bol of m
ilitant black rage, 

the hard edge of confrontation w
ith the police. 

"T
hey are convinced," says a senior Justice D

e-
partm

ent official, "that the black m
an w

ill never 
get his just dues w

ithout the force of violence. 
W

hitey just w
on't give in. S

o som
eone has to 

overthrow
 the system

, and they're it." 
T

he P
anthers spout the rhetoric of revolution 

("S
eize the tim

e! A
ll pow

er to the people!") and 
in chilling, specific detail exhort their m

em
ber-

ship ("G
uns, baby, guns. K

ill the racist pig cops. 
K

ill R
ichard N

ixon"). T
hey have arm

ed them
-

selves heavily in the nam
e of self-defense and 

they have used their w
eapons—

not only in self-
defense. S

o far, in the running guerrilla w
ar of 

ro
o
fto

p
 sn

ip
in

g
, m

id
n
ig

h
t am

b
u
sh

 an
d
 m

ass 
shoot-outs that the P

anthers and police have been 
w

aging in a num
ber of cities, four policem

en have 
been killed and scores m

ore w
ounded. In turn 

at least 19 P
anthers are dead (pp. 22, 23) and 

m
any have been w

ounded. (T
he P

anthers claim
 

2
8

 d
ead

, b
u

t it is u
n

certain
 th

at m
o

re th
an

 a 
dozen have died of police bullets.) 

T
he P

anthers charge that law
 officers are con-

ducting a nationally coordinated cam
paign to ex-

term
inate them

. T
he police deny it, but a C

hi-
cago sergeant speaks for m

any w
hen he argues, 

"1 don't say cops should have a hunting license  

to shoot people, but w
hen anybody—

I don't care 
w

hat his color—
starts scream

ing 'K
ill the pig 

cops' or tries to start a revolution, he belongs in 
jail. A

nd w
hen they start shooting police, they 

sure as hell are going to get shot back." 
In D

ecem
ber the street w

ar intensified w
hen 

police raided P
anther headquarters in L

os A
n-

geles and C
hicago. In the latter raid tw

o P
an-

thers w
ere killed, and there is evidence that the 

police did virtually all the shooting. T
he events 

gained the group so m
uch public sym

pathy that 
a L

os A
ngeles police official suggested, "M

aybe 
w

e're p
lay

in
g
 th

e P
an

th
ers' g

am
e." H

ith
erto

 
stand-offish black m

oderates gave statem
ents of 

support, and som
e w

hite liberals gave fund-rais-
ing parties and pledged m

oney—
especially w

el-
com

e because the P
anthers are chronically short. 

B
ut the crackdow

n w
ill continue. "I don't see 

the P
anthers snow

balling enough to succeed in 
overthrow

ing the governm
ent," says a federal of-

ficial. "B
ut they're not too sm

all to kill police, 
and m

aybe others. W
e can't allow

 it." 
L

IF
E

 asked the noted black photographer and 
author G

ordon P
arks, a m

an respected in both 
the black and w

hite com
m

unities, to report on 
the P

anthers and their leaders, especially E
l-

dridge C
leaver, the P

anther m
inister of infor-

m
ation. A

fter serving a term
 for rape and as-

sault, C
leaver w

as on parole w
hen authorities 

ordered him
 back to prison because of his in-

volvem
ent in a P

anther-police incident. A
fraid 

th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e k

illed
 in

 jail, h
e fled

 th
e 

country and is now
 living in A

lgiers. P
arks's 

in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 h

im
 b

eg
in

s o
n

 th
e n

ex
t p

ag
e. 



sh
ip

 ("D
u

n
s, b

ab
y

, g
u
n

s. K
ill th

e racist p
ig

 cops. 
K

ill R
ichard N

ixon"). T
hey have arm

ed them
-

selves heavily in the nam
e of self-defense and 

they have used their w
eapons—

not only in self-
defense. S

o far, in the running guerrilla w
ar of 

ro
o
fto

p
 sn

ip
in

g
, m

id
n
ig

h
t am

b
u
sh

 an
d
 m

ass 
shoot-outs that the Panthers and police have been 
w

aging in a num
ber of cities, four policem

en have 
been killed and scores m

ore w
ounded. In turn 

at least 19 P
anthers are dead (pp. 22, 23) and 

m
any have been w

ounded. (T
he P

anthers claim
 

2
8
 d

ead
, b

u
t it is u

n
certain

 th
at m

o
re th

an
 a 

dozen have died of police bullets.) 
T

he P
anthers charge that law

 officers are con-
ducting a nationally coordinated cam

paign to ex-
term

inate them
. T

he police deny it, but a C
hi-

cago sergeant speaks for m
any w

hen he argues, 
"1 don't say cops should have a hunting license  

com
e because the rantners are chronically snort. 

B
ut the crackdow

n w
ill continue. "I don't see 

the P
anthers snow

balling enough to succeed in 
overthrow

ing the governm
ent," says a federal of-

ficial. "B
ut they're not too sm

all to kill police, 
and m

aybe others. W
e can't allow

 it." 
L

IF
E

 asked the noted black photographer and 
author G

ordon P
arks, a m

an respected in both 
the black and w

hite com
m

unities, to report on 
the P

anthers and their leaders, especially E
l-

dridge C
leaver, the P

anther m
inister of infor-

m
ation. A

fter serving a term
 for rape and as-

sault, C
leaver w

as on parole w
hen authorities 

ordered him
 back to prison because of his in-

volvem
ent in a P

anther-police incident. A
fraid 

th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 b
e k

illed
 in

 jail, h
e fled

 th
e 

country and is now
 living in A

lgiers. P
arks's 

in
terv

iew
 w

ith
 h

im
 b

eg
in

s o
n
 th

e n
ex

t p
ag

e. 

W
eapons poised, S

an F
rancisco riot 

police (below
) face a taunting crow

d 
outside B

lack P
anther headquarters 

last spring after they had broken up 

a P
anther street rally. A

t right, a P
an-

ther in D
etroit kept a trigger-ready 

v
ig

il in
 D

ecem
b
er fo

llo
w

in
g
 a re-

port that a police raid w
as im

m
inent. 



hard edge of confrontation 





Eldridge Cleaver in Algiers, 
a visit w

ith Papa R
age 

In
 th

eir h
o
m

e cu
tsid

e A
lg

iers, 
P

arks photographed C
leaver and 

h
is w

ife K
ath

leen
 b

en
eath

 a p
ic-

tu
re o

f H
u
ey

 P. N
ew

ton, founder 
of the B

lack P
anther P

arty, w
ho is 

n
o

w
 in

 p
riso

n
 fo

r m
an

slau
g

h
ter. 

by G
O

R
D

O
N

 P
A

R
K

S
 

n
e n

ig
h
t, ju

st b
efo

re left N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 to
 see E

ld
rid

g
e C

leav
er in

 A
l- 

giers, a squad car eased alongside m
e 

and stopped. T
w

o policem
en jum

ped 
out. T

he older one carried a w
alkie- 

talk
ie an

d
 th

e y
o
u
n
g
er o

n
e b

lo
ck

ed
 

m
y

 p
ath

 an
d

 d
em

an
d

ed
 so

m
e id

en
-

tification. I w
as w

alking briskly from
 

m
y E

ast S
ide apartm

ent, late for the 
th

eater. D
esp

ite th
e fact th

at I, lik
e 

m
any other black people, experience 

th
is ty

p
e o

f h
arassm

en
t co

n
stan

tly
, 

I w
as im

p
atien

t. W
h

en
 I ask

ed
 w

h
y

 
I h

ad
 to

 id
en

tify
 m

y
self, th

e y
o
u
n
g
- 

er one w
arned m

e that he w
ould run 

m
e in

 if I d
id

n
't. "I'd

 p
refer th

at," I 
said

. H
e co

p
p
ed

 o
u
t, assu

rin
g
 m

e 
th

a
t th

in
g
s c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 w

o
rk

e
d
 o

u
t 

there on the street. T
hen he inform

ed 
m

e I w
as in a w

ealthy neighborhood 
w

here there had been several robber-
ies lately. 

"D
o
 I lo

o
k
 lik

e a ro
b
b
er to

 y
o
u
?" 

"A
ll ro

b
b
e
rs d

o
n
't g

o
 a

ro
u
n
d
 

w
earing little black m

asks," he said. 
"A

n
d
 all ro

b
b
ers d

o
n
't g

o
 aro

u
n
d
 

w
earin

g
 b

lack
 faces," I co

u
n
tered

. 
A

s I reached for m
y w

allet to prove 
o
n
ce ag

ain
 th

at I w
asn

't a crim
in

al, 
h

is h
an

d
 in

ch
ed

 to
w

ard
 h

is g
u

n
. 

"Y
o
u
 tw

o
 are p

retty
 ju

m
p
y
," I 

said, pulling out m
y L

IF
E

 card. 
I h

av
e alw

ay
s tu

n
ed

 o
u
t at th

e 
term

 "p
ig

." B
u
t w

h
en

 th
o
se tw

o
 fat 

faces red
d

en
ed

 at th
e sig

h
t o

f th
at 

c
a
rd

, I to
o
 g

o
t th

e
 im

a
g
e
—

v
e
ry

 
clearly. I turned and w

alked off. 
"S

o
rry

, M
r. P

ark
s." I k

ep
t w

alk
-

in
g

. "Ju
st d

o
in

g
 o

u
r jo

b
. T

ry
in

g
 to

 
p

ro
tect y

o
u

. M
erry

 C
h

ristm
as." I  

w
ent on w

ithout answ
ering, shocked 

at m
y
 th

o
u
g
h
ts o

f rifles w
ith

 silen
c-

ers, of rooftops—
and pigs. 

S
ev

eral d
ay

s later I to
ld

 C
leav

er 
about m

y experience. H
e sm

iled eas-
ily

 a
n
d
 sp

o
k
e
 so

ftly
. "

T
h
in

g
s 

h
av

en
't ch

an
g

ed
 m

u
ch

 b
ack

 in
 B

ab
-

ly
o

n
 sin

ce I'v
e b

een
 o

n
 v

acatio
n

." 
T

o
 h

im
 m

y
 in

c
id

e
n

t m
u

st h
a
v

e
 

seem
ed

 lik
e ab

so
lu

tely
 n

o
th

in
g
. H

is 
last en

co
u
n
ter w

ith
 th

e C
alifo

rn
ia 

police ended w
ith 17-year-old B

obby 
H

u
tto

n
 sh

o
t to

 d
e
a
th

, o
n
e
 B

la
c
k
 

P
an

th
er an

d
 tw

o
 p

o
licem

en
 in

ju
red

, 
and C

leaver being hustled off to jail 
w

ith a bullet-shattered leg. 
C

leav
er w

as n
o

w
 liv

in
g

 w
ith

 h
is 

w
ife K

ath
leen

 an
d
 th

eir 5
-m

o
n
th

-
old son, M

aceo, outside of A
lgiers in 

o
n

e o
f th

o
se y

ello
w

ish
-w

h
ite co

n
-

crete houses that line the M
editerra-

n
ean

 co
ast. It w

as w
et, w

in
d
y
 an

d
 

u
n
u
su

ally
 co

ld
 fo

r A
lg

iers. H
e w

as 
slum

ped in a chair, his legs stretched 
o
u
t, th

e
 in

fa
n
t slu

n
g
 a

c
ro

ss h
is 

sh
o

u
ld

er. H
e g

en
tly

 m
assag

ed
 th

e 
b

o
y

's b
ack

. In
 th

e so
ft, rain

-filtered
 

light from
 the sea, he looked like any 

other father trying to burp his child. 
B

u
t h

is m
in

d
 w

as o
n
 a trag

ic, m
o
re 

violent thing—
the killing of his fel-

lo
w

 P
an

th
ers, F

red
 H

am
p
to

n
 an

d
 

M
ark

 C
lark

, b
y
 C

h
icag

o
 p

o
lice. "It 

w
as co

ld
-b

lo
o

d
ed

 m
u

rd
er," h

e said
 

in a low
, caustic tone. 

I handed him
 som

e clippings from
 

th
e A

m
erican

 p
ress, m

o
st o

f w
h
ich

, 
I felt, co

n
d
em

n
ed

 th
e p

o
lice actio

n
 

in
 th

e k
illin

g
s. C

leav
er started

 to
 

read
 an

d
 I w

atch
ed

 fo
r so

m
e ty

p
e 

of reaction. A
s his eyes m

oved over 
th

e p
rin

t h
is d

ark
 face w

as im
m

o
- 

bile. M
aceo finally burped. E

ldridge 
called

 K
ath

leen
. "C

o
m

e g
et th

is 
P

anther." A
s she took M

aceo aw
ay, 

E
ld

rid
g
e fro

w
n
ed

. "T
h
at little cat 

w
ill g

iv
e th

em
 h

ell o
n

e o
f th

ese 
d

a
y

s." H
e
 lit a

 c
ig

a
re

tte
, to

o
k

 a
 

healthy sw
allow

 of S
cotch and start-

e
d
 re

a
d
in

g
 a

g
a
in

. I g
o
t u

p
 a

n
d
 

lo
o

k
ed

 ab
o

u
t th

e h
o

u
se. 

T
h
ere w

ere fiv
e ro

o
m

s, co
u
n
tin

g
 

a tiled kitchen that also faced the sea. 
E

m
o

ry
 D

o
u

g
las, th

e P
an

th
ers' m

in
-

ister of culture, and his w
ife Judy oc-

cupied one room
. C

onnie M
atthew

s, 
an

 attractiv
e g

irl w
h
o
 rep

resen
ted

 
the P

anthers in S
candinavia, had the 

other room
. O

ff a dark hallw
ay w

as 
th

e "w
o

rk
sh

o
p

," littered
 w

ith
 ty

p
e-

w
riters, m

im
eo

g
rap

h
 m

ach
in

es, 
p

rin
tin

g
 m

aterials, E
m

o
ry

's p
o

sters 
an

d
 p

arty
 leaflets in

 sev
eral lan

-
guages. T

he large living room
-bed-

ro
o

m
 in

 w
h

ich
 I h

ad
 left E

ld
rid

g
e 

w
as the gathering point. 
T

h
ere w

as v
ery

 little lau
g
h
ter in

 
that house. T

oo m
any brothers w

ere 
in

 co
ffin

s o
r p

riso
n
s. T

h
e co

ld
 ev

e-
nings w

ere spent talking of friends, 
rev

o
lu

tio
n
 an

d
 d

eath
, th

in
k
in

g
 an

d
 

planning to O
tis R

edding's blues, to 
E

laine B
row

n's protest songs and to 
the soul-stirrings of A

retha F
ranklin 

an
d
 Jam

es B
ro

w
n
. It w

as th
e clu

t-
tered

, tem
p

o
rary

 sh
elter o

f a b
lack

 
m

a
n

 in
 e

x
ile

—
w

h
e
re

 b
a
g

s sta
y

 
p
ack

ed
 an

d
 all p

recio
u
s th

in
g
s are 

m
ad

e p
o

rtab
le. 

C
leav

er h
ad

 fin
ish

ed
 read

in
g
 th

e 
clippings w

hen I returned. "W
ell, 

w
h

at d
o

 y
o

u
 th

in
k

?" I said
. 

"C
rap

. U
n

ad
u

lterated
 o

b
jectiv

e 

"R
ig

h
t o

n
," sh

e rep
eated

. M
aceci-

b
eg

an
 to

 cry
. E

ld
rid

g
e p

ick
ed

 h
im

 
up. "H

e's angry. H
e w

as born angry 
—

lik
e a real P

an
th

er." 
W

hen M
aceo quieted I m

entioned 
that A

rthur G
oldberg and R

oy W
il-

kins w
ere form

ing a com
m

ittee to do 
som

e investigating of their ow
n. 

"A
n

d
 w

h
at are th

o
se d

u
d

es g
o

-
ing to investigate?" 

"T
h

e
 k

illin
g

 o
f H

a
m

p
to

n
 a

n
d

 
C

la
rk

." - 
E

ld
rid

g
e scratch

ed
 h

is b
eard

 an
d

 
sm

iled
 fo

r th
e first tim

e. "A
n

d
 th

ey
 

w
ill w

ind up saying the police w
ere 

ju
stified

 in
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 th

e b
ro

th
ers." 

"T
h

ey
 m

ig
h

t fin
d

 ju
st th

e o
p

p
o

-
site." 

"It doesn't m
ake m

uch difference 
w

hat they find. It's too late for their 
concern. T

he brothers are dead. A
ll 

that is left is the problem
. T

he P
an-

th
er is th

e so
lu

tio
n
." 

"A
re

 y
o

u
 a

w
a
re

 o
f th

e
 g

re
a
t 

am
ount of sym

pathy that has sprung 
up am

ong even the black m
oderates 

since the C
hicago incident?" 

"S
y

m
p

ath
y

 w
o

n
't sto

p
 b

u
llets. 

A
nd w

e can't defend every black per- 
son in B

abylon. R
ight now

 it's a big 
jo

b
 ju

st to
 k

eep
 o

u
rselv

es aliv
e. It's 

th
e b

ro
th

er's jo
b

, an
d

 rig
h

t, to
 d

e- 
fend his ow

n hom
e. A

nd there's only 
o
n
e w

ay
 fo

r h
im

 to
 d

o
 th

at. W
h
en

 
co

p
s b

u
st th

ro
u

g
h

 y
o

u
r d

o
o

r, p
u

t a 
g

u
n

 in
 th

eir faces an
d

 say
, 'S

p
lit, 

m
o

th
er!' T

h
ere's altern

ativ
es. C

all 
th

e U
.N

., o
r th

e civ
il lib

erty
 b

o
y

s, 
o

r th
e p

o
lice statio

n
, an

d
 tell th

em
 

y
o
u
're b

ein
g
 sh

o
t u

p
. T

h
en

 w
ait." 

"W
h
at d

o
 th

e P
an

th
ers h

av
e to

 
offer black m

oderates other than vi- 



I
j 

lilt 
I W

t1
1
.:, III a

 
V

V
C

c
IlL

ily
 

w
here th

e
re

 had been several robber-
ie

s la
te

ly. 
"D

o
 I lo

o
k like

 a
 ro

b
b
e
r to

 yo
u
?
" 

"A
ll ro

b
b
e
rs

 d
o
n
't g

o
 a

ro
u
n
d
 

w
e
a
rin

g
 little

 b
la

ck m
a
sks," h

e
 sa

id
. 

"A
n
d
 a

ll ro
b
b
e
rs d

o
n
't g

o
 a

ro
u
n
d
 

w
e

a
rin

g
 b

la
ck fa

ce
s," I co

u
n

te
re

d
. 

A
s I re

a
ch

e
d
 fo

r m
y w

a
lle

t to
 p

ro
ve

 
o

n
ce

 a
g

a
in

 th
a

t I w
a

sn
't a

 crim
in

a
l, 

h
is h

a
n

d
 in

ch
e

d
 to

w
a

rd
 h

is g
u

n
. 

"Y
o

u
 tw

o
 a

re
 p

re
tty

 ju
m

p
y
," I 

sa
id

, p
u
llin

g
 o

u
t m

y L
IF

E
 ca

rd
. 

I h
a

v
e

 a
lw

a
y
s
 tu

n
e

d
 o

u
t a

t th
e

 
te

rm
 "p

ig
." B

u
t w

h
e
n
 th

o
se

 tw
o
 fa

t 
fa

ce
s re

d
d

e
n

e
d

 a
t th

e
 sig

h
t o

f th
a

t 
c
a

rd
, I to

o
 g

o
t th

e
 im

a
g

e
—

v
e

ry
 

cle
a

rly. I tu
rn

e
d

 a
n

d
 w

a
lke

d
 o

ff. 
"S

o
rry

, M
r. P

a
rk

s
." I k

e
p
t w

a
lk

-
in

g
. "J

u
s
t d

o
in

g
 o

u
r jo

b
. T

ry
in

g
 to

 
p

ro
te

c
t y

o
u

. M
e

rry
 C

h
ris

tm
a

s
." I 

iic
a
lt L

u
a
s
u
 It 

W
cIN

 
w

e
t, 

IN
 iiiu

y
 a

liu
 

u
n
u
su

a
lly co

ld
 fo

r A
lg

ie
rs. H

e
 w

a
s 

slum
ped in a chair, his legs stretched 

o
u

t, th
e

 in
fa

n
t s

lu
n

g
 a

c
ro

s
s
 h

is
 

sh
o

u
ld

e
r. H

e
 g

e
n

tly m
a

ssa
g

e
d

 th
e

 
b
o
y's b

a
ck. In

 th
e
 so

ft, ra
in

-filte
re

d
 

light from
 the sea, he looked like any 

o
th

e
r fa

th
e

r tryin
g

 to
 b

u
rp

 h
is ch

ild
. 

B
u
t h

is m
in

d
 w

a
s o

n
 a

 tra
g
ic, m

o
re

 
vio

le
n
t th

in
g
—

th
e
 killin

g
 o

f h
is fe

l-
lo

w
 P

a
n
th

e
rs, F

re
d
 H

a
m

p
to

n
 a

n
d
 

M
a
rk C

la
rk, b

y C
h
ica

g
o
 p

o
lice

. "It 
w

a
s co

ld
-b

lo
o

d
e

d
 m

u
rd

e
r," h

e
 sa

id
 

in
 a

 lo
w

, ca
u
stic to

n
e
. 

I h
a

n
d

e
d

 h
im

 so
m

e
 clip

p
in

g
s fro

m
 

th
e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 p

re
ss, m

o
st o

f w
h
ich

, 
I fe

lt, co
n

d
e

m
n

e
d

 th
e

 p
o

lice
 a

ctio
n

 
in

 th
e

 k
illin

g
s
. C

le
a

v
e

r s
ta

rte
d

 to
 

re
a
d
 a

n
d
 I w

a
tch

e
d
 fo

r so
m

e
 typ

e
 

o
f re

a
ctio

n
. A

s h
is e

ye
s m

o
ve

d
 o

ve
r 

th
e
 p

rin
t h

is d
a
rk fa

ce
 w

a
s im

m
o
- 

g
liclg

eb
. 1

 Ile all g
e liv

in
g
 ro

o
m

-n
e

o
-

ro
o
m

 in
 w

h
ic

h
 I h

a
d
 le

ft E
ld

rid
g
e
 

w
a
s th

e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
 p

o
in

t. 
T

h
e
re

 w
a
s ve

ry little
 la

u
g
h
te

r in
 

that house. T
oo m

any brothers w
ere 

in
 co

ffin
s o

r p
riso

n
s. T

h
e
 co

ld
 e

ve
-

n
in

g
s w

e
re

 sp
e

n
t ta

lkin
g

 o
f frie

n
d

s, 
re

vo
lu

tio
n
 a

n
d
 d

e
a
th

, th
in

kin
g
 a

n
d
 

p
la

n
n

in
g

 to
 O

tis R
e

d
d

in
g

's b
lu

e
s, to

 
E

la
in

e
 B

ro
w

n
's p

ro
te

st so
n
g
s a

n
d
 to

 
th

e
 so

u
l-stirrin

g
s o

f A
re

th
a

 F
ra

n
klin

 
a

n
d

 Ja
m

e
s B

ro
w

n
. It w

a
s th

e
 clu

t-
te

re
d

, te
m

p
o

ra
ry sh

e
lte

r o
f a

 b
la

ck 
m

a
n
 in

 e
x
ile

—
w

h
e
re

 b
a
g
s
 s

ta
y
 

p
a
cke

d
 a

n
d
 a

ll p
re

cio
u
s th

in
g
s a

re
 

m
a
d
e
 p

o
rta

b
le

. 

C
le

a
ve

r h
a

d
 fin

ish
e

d
 re

a
d

in
g

 th
e

 
clip

p
in

g
s w

h
e

n
 I re

tu
rn

e
d

. "W
e

ll, 
w

h
a

t d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k?
" I sa

id
. 

"C
ra

p
. U

n
a

d
u

lte
ra

te
d

 o
b

je
ctive

 
cra

p
. S

o
 w

e
 h

a
ve

 to
 b

e
 sh

o
t u

p
 a

n
d

 
m

u
rd

e
re

d
 in

 o
u
r h

o
m

e
s b

e
fo

re
 p

e
o
-

p
le

 b
e

c
o

m
e

 in
d

ig
n

a
n

t. W
e

 h
a

v
e

 
ch

a
rg

e
d
 th

e
 p

o
lice

 w
ith

 a
m

b
u
sh

 a
n
d
 

m
u
rd

e
r o

ve
r a

n
d
 o

ve
r a

g
a
in

. N
o
w

, 
a

fte
r 2

8
 m

u
rd

e
rs, p

e
o

p
le

 a
re

 ta
kin

g
 

a look. W
hat are w

e supposed to do, 
p
ra

y fo
r d

e
live

ra
n
ce

?
" H

e
 a

ske
d
 th

e
 

q
u
e
s
tio

n
 in

 a
 s

o
ft, d

is
p
a
s
s
io

n
a
te

 
v
o
ic

e
, th

e
n
 a

n
s
w

e
re

d
 it h

im
s
e
lf. 

"T
h
e
ir d

e
a
th

s
 w

ill h
a
v
e
 to

 b
e
 

a
ve

n
g

e
d

. T
h

e
 co

p
s w

h
o

 m
u

rd
e

re
d

 
th

e
m

 m
u
st b

e
 p

u
n
ish

e
d
 in

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 

w
a
y
 th

e
y
 c

o
m

m
itte

d
 th

e
 c

rim
e
." 

"R
ig

h
t o

n
, P

a
p

a
 R

a
g

e
," K

a
th

le
e

n
 

sn
a
p
p
e
d
. H

e
r b

lu
e
-g

re
e
n
 e

ye
s w

e
re

 
sm

o
ld

e
rin

g
 b

e
n
e
a
th

 a
 g

re
a
t co

p
p
e
r-

co
lo

re
d
 b

u
sh

y A
fro

. H
e
r fa

ce
, p

a
le

, 
stro

n
g

 a
n

d
 in

te
n

se
, re

ve
a

le
d

 a
 fe

a
r-

le
ssn

e
ss e

q
u

a
l to

 h
e

r h
u

sb
a

n
d

's. 

W
ounded in a 1968 O

akland police 
am

bush in w
hich another P

anther 
w

as killed, C
leaver w

as taken aw
ay 

in a police am
bulance. S

tate au-
thorities then re

vo
ke

d
 h

is p
a

ro
le

. .  

th
a
t is

 le
l t is

 th
e
 p

ro
b
le

m
. T

h
e
 P

a
n
-

th
e

r is th
e
 so

lu
tio

n
." 

"A
re

 y
o

u
 a

w
a

re
 o

f th
e

 g
re

a
t 

am
ount of sym

pathy that has sprung 
up am

ong even the black m
oderates 

since the C
hicago incident?" 

"S
y
m

p
a
th

y
 w

o
n
't s

to
p
 b

u
lle

ts
. 

A
nd w

e can't defend every black per-
so

n
 in

 B
a
b
ylo

n
. R

ig
h
t n

o
w

 it's a
 b

ig
 

jo
b
 ju

st to
 ke

e
p
 o

u
rse

lve
s a

live
. It's 

th
e

 b
ro

th
e

r's jo
b

, a
n

d
 rig

h
t, to

 d
e

-
fend his ow

n hom
e. A

nd there's only 
o

n
e

 w
a

y fo
r h

im
 to

 d
o

 th
a

t. W
h

e
n

 
co

p
s b

u
st th

ro
u

g
h

 yo
u

r d
o

o
r,, p

u
t a

 
g

u
n

 in
 th

e
ir fa

c
e

s
 a

n
d

 s
a

y
, 'S

p
lit, 

m
o
th

e
r!' T

h
e
re

's a
lte

rn
a
tive

s. C
a
ll 

th
e

 U
.N

., o
r th

e
 c

iv
il lib

e
rty

 b
o

y
s
, 

o
r th

e
 p

o
lice

 sta
tio

n
, a

n
d

 te
ll th

e
m

 
yo

u
're

 b
e

in
g

 sh
o

t u
p

. T
h

e
n

 w
a

it." 
"W

h
a

t d
o

 th
e

 P
a

n
th

e
rs h

a
ve

 to
 

o
ffe

r b
la

ck m
o

d
e

ra
te

s o
th

e
r th

a
n

 vi-
o

le
n

ce
, o

r a
 fig

h
t to

 d
e

a
th

?
" 

"N
o

th
in

g
. N

o
t e

ve
n

 co
n

d
o

le
n

ce
s, 

fo
r th

e
y w

ill b
rin

g
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
ir o

w
n
 

d
e
a
th

s th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
ir o

w
n
 a

p
a
th

y." 
H

e
 g

o
t u

p
 a

n
d

 m
o

v
e

d
 a

c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 

ro
o
m

. H
e
 is b

ig
, w

e
ll o

ve
r six fe

e
t, 

b
ro

a
d

-sh
o

u
ld

e
re

d
 a

n
d

 p
o

w
e

rfu
lly 

built. H
e m

oves w
ith the brutal grace 

o
f a

 fig
h
te

r. "V
io

le
n
ce

?
 O

u
r p

e
o
p
le

 
are program

m
ed into w

orse violence 
b
y U

n
cle

 S
a
m

. T
e
ll m

e
, w

h
y sh

o
u
ld

 
b
la

ck b
o
ys h

a
ve

 to
 g

o
 fig

h
t K

o
re

-
ans and V

ietnam
ese boys, instead of 

the M
addoxes, R

eagans and W
allac-

e
s a

t h
o
m

e
?
 A

 cra
ze

d
 w

h
ite

 lu
n
a
tic 

can attack a black m
an on the street. 

B
u

t w
h

e
n

 th
e

 co
p

s co
m

e
 th

e
y first 

clu
b
 th

e
 'vio

le
n
t n

ig
g
e
r.' V

io
le

n
ce

?
 

W
e

 h
a

te
 it. B

u
t is it vio

le
n

t to
 sh

o
o

t 
a
 co

p
 w

h
o
 b

re
a
ks in

to
 yo

u
r h

o
m

e
 

b
e

n
t o

n
 killin

g
 yo

u
?

 If so
, th

e
 P

a
n

-
th

e
rs a

re
 vio

le
n
t." 

I re
m

e
m

b
e
re

d
 th

a
t rig

h
t a

fte
r th

e
 

m
u
rd

e
r o

f M
a
rtin

 L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
, 

B
la

ck P
a
n
th

e
rs sp

re
a
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 

g
h
e
tto

s
 c

a
u
tio

n
in

g
 a

n
g
ry

 y
o
u
n
g
 

b
la

cks a
g

a
in

st vio
le

n
ce

 a
n

d
 rio

tin
g

. 
C

O
N

T
IN

U
E

D
 



N
ineteen m

en 
the Panthers 
list as 
`m

urdered' 
S

p
u
rg

e
o
n
 W

in
te

rs
, 1

9
, s

h
o
t b

y
 

p
o

lice
, C

h
ica

g
o

, N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1
9

6
9

. 
In

q
u
e
s
t ru

le
d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

." 

Jo
h

n
 H

u
g

g
in

s, 2
3

, sh
o

t to
 d

e
a

th
, 

U
C

L
A

 lu
n
ch

ro
o
m

, Ja
n
u
a
ry 1

9
6
9
. 

R
iv

a
l b

la
c
k
 m

ilita
n

ts
 c

o
n

v
ic

te
d

. 

W
a

lte
r P

o
p

e
, 2

0
, s

h
o

t b
y
 p

o
- 

lice
, L

o
s A

n
g
e
le

s, O
cto

b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. 

In
q
u
e
s
t: "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o
m

ic
id

e
." 

A
lp

re
n
tice

 C
a
rte

r, 2
6
, sh

o
t, U

C
L
A

 
lu

n
c
h
ro

o
m

, J
a
n
u
a
ry

 1
9
6
9
. R

i- 
va

l b
la

ck m
ilita

n
ts w

e
re

 co
n

victe
d

. 

W
e

lto
n

 A
rm

ste
a
d

, 1
7
, sh

o
t b

y p
o

- 
lice, S

eattle, O
ctober 1969. Inquest 

ru
le

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

F
re

d
 H

a
m

p
to

n
, 2

1
, sh

o
t b

y p
o

lice
, 

C
h

ica
g

o
, D

e
ce

m
b

e
r 1

9
6

9
. In

q
u

e
st 

te
rm

e
d

 it "ju
s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

S
id

n
e

y M
ille

r, 2
1

, sh
o

t b
y sto

re
- 

ke
e

p
e

r, S
e

a
ttle

, N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 1
9

6
9

. 
T

h
e
 sto

re
ke

e
p
e
r w

a
s n

o
t ch

a
rg

e
d
. 

M
a

rk
 C

la
rk

, 2
2

, s
h

o
t b

y
 p

o
lic

e
, 

C
h
ica

g
o
, D

e
ce

m
b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. In

q
u
e
st 

c
a

lle
d

 it "ju
s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

T
o
m

m
y L

e
w

is, 1
8
, sh

o
t b

y p
o
lice

, 
L
o
s A

n
g
e
le

s, A
u
g
u
st 1

9
6
8
. In

q
u
e
st 

ru
le

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

C
O

N
T

IN
U

E
D

 

It o
n
ly

 g
iv

e
s
 th

e
 c

o
p
s
 a

 c
h
a
n
c
e
 to

 
k
ill m

o
re

 o
f u

s
, th

e
y
 w

a
rn

e
d

. A
n

d
 I
 

th
o

u
g

h
t it s

ig
n

ific
a

n
t th

a
t a

fte
r a

 
stu

d
y o

f vio
le

n
ce

, th
e
 L

e
m

b
e
rg

 C
e
n
-

te
r a

t B
ra

n
d
e
is

 U
n
iv

e
rs

ity
 re

p
o
rte

d
 

th
a
t "o

f 3
8
1
 ra

c
ia

l d
is

o
rd

e
rs

 o
c
c
u
r-

rin
g

 b
e
tw

e
e

n
 J

a
n

u
a

ry
 a

n
d
 A

u
g

u
s
t 

1
9
6
9
, o

n
ly

 1
7
 in

v
o
lv

e
d
 B

la
c
k
 P

a
n
-

th
e
rs a

n
d
 o

f th
o
se

 1
7
 o

n
ly e

ig
h
t w

e
re

 
vio

le
n
t co

n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 p

o
-

lice
 a

n
d

 B
la

ck P
a

n
th

e
rs." 

B
u
t th

e
 p

o
lice

 h
a

ve
 d

e
m

a
n
d
e

d
 th

e
 

P
a
n
th

e
rs' h

e
a
d
s, a

n
d
 th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
rs 

p
rid

e
fu

lly te
ll th

e
 p

o
lice

 to
 co

m
e
 a

n
d
 

. .  

T
h
e
re

 h
e
 w

ro
te

 S
o
u
l on Ice, a

 p
o
w

-
e
rfu

l a
n
d
 re

m
a
rk

a
b
ly

 fra
n
k
 in

s
ig

h
t 

in
to

 h
im

se
lf. H

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 in

 a
n
d
 o

u
t 

o
f ja

il sin
ce

 h
e

 w
a

s 1
6

, a
n

d
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 

le
ft p

ris
o

n
, a

t 3
1

, h
e

 g
o

t in
v
o

lv
e

d
 in

 
th

e
 b

la
ck re

vo
lu

tio
n

, p
o

litics a
n

d
 th

e
 

B
la

c
k
 P

a
n

th
e

r p
a

rty
. 

"A
n

d
 fro

m
 th

e
n

 o
n

," h
e

 sa
id

 w
ist-

fu
lly

, "th
e
 p

a
ro

le
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s
 g

a
v
e
 

m
e

 m
o

re
 tro

u
b

le
 th

a
n

 th
e

y d
id

 w
h

e
n

 
I w

a
s a

 ro
b
b
e
r. T

h
e
 co

p
s trie

d
 to

 kill 
m

e
 o

n
e
 n

ig
h
t in

 a
 p

la
n
n
e
d
 a

m
b
u
sh

. 
T

h
e

y
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 little

 B
o

b
b

y
 H

u
tto

n
 

in
ste

a
d

. T
h

e
y sla

m
m

e
d

 m
e

 in
to

 V
a

- 

T
hese four policem

en died in 



W
e

lto
n

 A
rm

ste
a

d
, 1

7
, sh

o
t b

y p
o

- 
lice, S

eattle, O
ctober 1969. Inquest 

ru
le

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

F
re

d
 H

a
m

p
to

n
, 2

1
, sh

o
t b

y p
o
lice

, 
C

h
ica

g
o

, D
e

ce
m

b
e

r 1
9

6
9

. In
q

u
e

st 
te

rm
e

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o

m
ic

id
e

." 

S
id

n
e

y M
ille

r, 2
1

, sh
o

t b
y sto

re
- 

ke
e
p
e
r, S

e
a
ttle

, N
o
ve

m
b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. 

T
h

e
 sto

re
ke

e
p

e
r w

a
s n

o
t ch

a
rg

e
d

. 

M
a
rk

 C
la

rk
, 2

2
, s

h
o
t b

y
 p

o
lic

e
, 

C
h
ica

g
o
, D

e
ce

m
b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. In

q
u
e
st 

c
a
lle

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o
m

ic
id

e
." 

T
o
m

m
y L

e
w

is, 1
8
, sh

o
t b

y p
o
lice

, 
Los A

ngeles, A
ugust 1968. Inquest 

ru
le

d
 it "ju

s
tifia

b
le

 h
o
m

ic
id

e
." 

C
O

N
T

IN
U

E
D

 

It o
n
ly g

ive
s th

e
 co

p
s a

 ch
a
n
ce

 to
 

kill m
o

re
 o

f u
s, th

e
y w

a
rn

e
d

. A
n

d
 I 

th
o
u
g
h
t it s

ig
n
ific

a
n
t th

a
t a

fte
r a

 
stu

d
y o

f vio
le

n
ce

, th
e

 L
e

m
b

e
rg

 C
e

n
-

te
r a

t B
ra

n
d
e
is U

n
ive

rsity re
p
o
rte

d
 

th
a
t "o

f 3
8
1
 ra

cia
l d

iso
rd

e
rs o

ccu
r-

rin
g
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 Ja

n
u
a
ry a

n
d
 A

u
g
u
st 

1
9
6
9
, o

n
ly 1

7
 in

vo
lve

d
 B

la
ck P

a
n
-

th
e
rs a

n
d
 o

f th
o
se

 l7
 o

n
ly e

ig
h
t w

e
re

 
vio

le
n
t co

n
fro

n
ta

tio
n
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 p

o
-

lice
 a

n
d

 B
la

ck P
a

n
th

e
rs." 

B
u
t th

e
 p

o
lice

 h
a
ve

 d
e
m

a
n
d
e
d
 th

e
 

P
a
n
th

e
rs' h

e
a
d
s, a

n
d
 th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
rs 

p
rid

e
fu

lly te
ll th

e
 p

o
lice

 to
 co

m
e
 a

n
d
 

g
e

t th
e

m
. A

s I sa
t th

e
re

 w
ith

 C
le

a
v-

e
r, I th

o
u
g
h
t th

a
t to

 a
vo

id
 th

e
 e

ve
n
 

g
re

a
te

r tra
g

e
d

y, a
ll o

f u
s w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 
to

 b
e

co
m

e
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 id

le
 w

itn
e

sse
s. 

T
h
e
 p

o
lice

 m
u
st b

e
 u

rg
e
d
 n

o
t to

 p
ro

-
vo

ke
 th

e
 b

la
ck re

vo
lu

tio
n
 in

to
 a

 fe
-

rocious blindness; the P
anthers m

ust 
re

a
lize

 th
a
t th

e
y h

a
ve

 e
m

e
rg

e
d
 a

s a
 

vita
l p

a
rt o

f o
u

r fig
h

t, b
u

t th
a

t re
a

-
so

n
, m

o
re

 th
a

n
 to

u
g

h
 rh

e
to

ric, is th
e

 
o
rd

e
r o

f th
o
se

 th
o
u
sa

n
d
s, b

la
ck o

r 
w

h
ite

, w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 su
p
p
o
rt u

s. S
u
re

-
ly, I th

o
u

g
h

t, so
m

e
w

h
e

re
 in

 o
u

r h
is-

to
ry o

f h
a

tre
d

 a
n

d
 d

e
a

th
 fo

r o
n

e
 a

n
-

other, there m
ust be an even greater 

p
la

ce
 fo

r co
u
ra

g
e
 a

n
d
 lo

ve
. 

"W
h
a

t is th
e
 fu

tu
re

 o
f th

e
 yo

u
n
g

 
b
la

ck m
a
n
 in

 A
m

e
rica

?
" I

 said. 
"R

ig
h
t n

o
w

 th
e
ir fu

tu
re

 is in
 th

e
 

hands of the W
allaces, A

gnew
s, N

 ix-
o
n
s, R

e
a
g
a
n
s, M

cC
le

lla
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
ir 

co
p
s. T

h
e
 b

la
ck yo

u
th

s in
 B

a
b
ylo

n
 

w
on't have a future unless they have 

th
e

 g
u

ts to
 fig

h
t fo

r it." 
S

o m
any tim

es during his ow
n life, 

I th
o
u
g
h
t, C

le
a
ve

r h
a
s a

p
p
e
a
re

d
 to

 
h
a
ve

 h
a
d
 n

o
 fu

tu
re

. H
e
 h

a
d
 fo

u
n
d
 

h
im

se
lf w

h
ile

 b
e
h
in

d
 p

riso
n
 w

a
lls. 

T
h
e
re

 h
e
 w

ro
te

 S
o

u
l o

n
 Ic

e
, a

 p
o
w

-
e
rfu

l a
n
d
 re

m
a
rka

b
ly fra

n
k in

sig
h
t 

in
to

 h
im

se
lf. H

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 in

 a
n
d
 o

u
t 

of jail since he w
as 16, and w

hen he 
le

ft p
riso

n
, a

t 3
1
, h

e
 g

o
t in

vo
lve

d
 in

 
th

e
 b

la
ck re

vo
lu

tio
n

, p
o

litics a
n

d
 th

e
 

B
la

ck P
a
n
th

e
r p

a
rty. 

"A
n
d
 fro

m
 th

e
n
 o

n
," h

e
 sa

id
 w

ist-
fu

lly, "th
e

 p
a

ro
le

 a
u

th
o

ritie
s g

a
ve

 
m

e
 m

o
re

 tro
u
b
le

 th
a
n
 th

e
y d

id
 w

h
e
n
 

I w
a

s a
 ro

b
b

e
r. T

h
e

 co
p

s trie
d

 to
 kill 

m
e

 o
n

e
 n

ig
h

t in
 a

 p
la

n
n

e
d

 a
m

b
u

sh
. 

T
h
e
y m

u
rd

e
re

d
 little

 B
o
b
b
y H

u
tto

n
 

in
ste

a
d
. T

h
e
y sla

m
m

e
d
 m

e
 in

to
 V

a
-

c
a
v
ille

 w
ith

 a
 s

h
o
t-u

p
 le

g
 a

n
d
 re

-
vo

ke
d

 m
y p

a
ro

le
 w

ith
o

u
t a

 h
e

a
rin

g
." 

1  w
a
s in

 C
a
lifo

rn
ia

 w
h
e
n
 S

u
p
e
rio

r 
C

o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e
 R

a
ym

o
n
d
 J. S

h
e
r-

w
in

 fre
e

d
 h

im
 o

n
 a

 w
rit o

f h
a

b
e

a
s 

co
rp

u
s, o

b
se

rvin
g
 th

a
t C

le
a
ve

r h
a
d
 

b
e

e
n

 a
 m

o
d

e
l p

a
ro

le
e

. I to
ld

 C
le

a
v-

e
r th

a
t I

 w
a
s su

rp
rise

d
 a

t th
is ru

lin
g
 

—
sin

ce
 th

e
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s fro
m

 R
e
a
g
a
n
 

o
n
 d

o
w

n
 h

a
d
 lin

e
d
 u

p
 a

g
a
in

st h
im

. 
"T

h
a
t d

id
n
't sto

p
 th

e
m

," h
e
 w

e
n
t 

o
n
. "T

h
e
y tru

m
p
e
d
 u

p
 so

m
e
 m

o
re

 
charges and ordered m

e back to pris-
o
n
. I kn

e
w

 th
a
t if I

 w
ent back to pris-

o
n
 I w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 k

ille
d
. S

o
 I s

p
lit." 

N
o
w

, d
e
sp

ite
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
s th

a
t, fo

r 
h
is o

w
n
 sa

fe
ty, h

e
 p

ro
lo

n
g
 h

is "va
-

ca
tio

n
 fro

m
 B

a
b
ylo

n
," C

le
a
ve

r to
ld

 
m

e
, "I'm

 g
o
in

g
 b

a
ck h

o
m

e
 to

 S
a
n
 

F
ra

n
cisco

. T
w

o
-se

ve
n

-se
ve

n
-se

ve
n

 
P

in
e
 is m

y a
d
d
re

ss. N
o
b
o
d
y is g

o
-

in
g

 to
 ke

e
p

 m
e

 a
w

a
y fro

m
 it." 

I a
ske

d
 h

im
 if h

e
 co

u
ld

n
't d

o
 th

e
 

p
a

rty m
o

re
 g

o
o

d
 b

y w
ritin

g
 fro

m
 A

l-
g

ie
rs, citin

g
 a

s a
n

 e
xa

m
p

le
 th

e
 tre

-
m

e
n

d
o

u
s sa

le
 o

f h
is b

o
o

ks b
a

ck in
 

th
e
 S

ta
te

s. H
e
 b

ristle
d
. "Y

o
u
 ca

n
't  

fig
h

t p
ig

s w
ith

 e
lo

q
u

e
n

ce
. I've

 g
o

t to
 

p
h
ysica

lly co
m

m
it m

yse
lf." 

If h
e
 co

m
e
s b

a
ck, a

n
d
 I a

m
 su

re
 

h
e
 w

ill, I b
e
lie

v
e
 it is

 to
 a

v
o
id

 a
n
-

o
th

e
r kin

d
 o

f d
e

a
th

. T
h

e
 d

e
a

th
 in

-
side him

 in exile is as bad as the other 
kin

d
 o

f d
e
a
th

 I fe
a
r a

w
a
its h

im
 b

a
ck 

h
e

re
. C

le
a

ve
r is a

rm
o

re
d

 w
ith

 th
e

 
b
ru

ta
l tru

th
 o

f P
a
n
th

e
r h

is
to

ry
, o

f 
h
a
rd

 stre
e
ts a

n
d
 to

u
g
h
 p

riso
n
s. Y

e
t 

a
 b

a
sic n

a
ive

té
 m

a
ke

s h
im

 vu
ln

e
r-

a
b
le

 a
t tim

e
s. "D

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k R

e
a
-

g
a
n
 a

n
d
 h

is
 c

o
p
s
 re

a
lly

 w
a
n
t m

e
 

back?" he asked m
e w

ith all serious-
n

e
ss, "o

r d
o

 yo
u

 th
in

k th
e

y w
o

u
ld

 
sle

e
p
 b

e
tte

r if I sta
ye

d
 lo

st?
" 

I d
id

n
't kn

o
w

. "B
u

t d
o

 yo
u

 w
a

n
t 

th
e
m

 to
 sle

e
p
 b

e
tte

r?
" I a

ske
d
. 

"I w
a
n
t th

e
m

 in
 a

 co
n
sta

n
t sta

te
  

of nightm
are," he answ

ered icily. H
e 

sa
t d

o
w

n
, lit a

n
o
th

e
r cig

a
re

tte
 a

n
d
 

cro
sse

d
 h

is le
g
s. T

h
e
n
, e

ye
in

g
 m

e
 

clo
se

ly, h
e

 to
ld

 m
e

 th
a

t th
e

 B
la

ck 
P

a
n
th

e
rs w

o
u
ld

 like
 fo

r m
e
 to

 jo
in

 
th

e
ir p

a
rty. "Y

o
u

 co
u

ld
 se

rve
 a

s a
 

m
in

iste
r o

f in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
." I sp

e
n
t a

n
 

u
n

c
o

m
fo

rta
b

le
 m

o
m

e
n

t th
in

k
in

g
 

th
a
t o

n
e
 o

ve
r. "A

 lo
t o

f yo
u
n
g
 ca

ts 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 g

la
d
 to

 fo
llo

w
 yo

u
 in

." 
"I'm

 h
o
n
o
re

d
," I fin

a
lly

 s
a
id

, 
"b

u
t—

" 
"W

e
 n

e
e

d
 yo

u
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 th

e
 E

s-
ta

b
lish

m
e
n
t d

o
e
s." 

"I'm
 h

o
n

o
re

d
," I re

p
e

a
te

d
, "b

u
t 

yo
u

 m
u

st re
a

lize
 th

a
t a

s a
 jo

u
rn

a
list 

I'd
 lo

s
e
 o

b
je

c
tiv

ity
." O

b
je

c
tiv

ity
, I 

thought, the w
ord he hated so m

uch. 
"I h

a
v
e

 th
in

g
s
 I w

a
n

t to
 re

p
o

rt to
 

T
hese four policem

en died in 

John F
rey, 23, shot arresting H

uey 
N

e
w

to
n
, O

a
kla

n
d
, 1

9
6
7
. N

e
w

to
n
 

w
a
s co

n
victe

d
 o

f m
a
n
sla

u
g
h
te

r. 

F
ra

n
cis R

a
p
p
a
p
o
rt, 3

2
, in

 C
h
ica

- 
g
o
 g

u
n
 b

a
ttle

, N
o
ve

m
b
e
r, 1

9
6
9
. 

A
 P

a
n

th
e

r ch
a

rg
e

d
 w

ith
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

2
2
 



gunfights w
ith the Panthers 

M
I A

 
A

IIli 
N

a
th

a
n

ia
l C

la
rk, 1

9
, sh

o
t b

y w
ife

, 
w

h
o
 P

a
n
th

e
rs sa

y is p
o
lice

 a
g
e
n
t, 

in
 L

o
s A

n
g
e
le

s, S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. 

A
i
r
 

L
a

rry R
o

b
e

rso
n

, 2
0

, sh
o

t b
y C

h
i- 

c
a
g
o
 p

o
lic

e
, J

u
ly

 1
9
6
9
, d

ie
d
 in

 
S

e
p

te
m

b
e

r. Ju
d

g
e

d
 "ju

stifia
b

le
." 

iii1111=111 
R

o
b
e
rt L

a
w

re
n
ce

, 2
2
, sh

o
t b

y p
o
- 

lic
e
, L

o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
, A

u
g
u
s
t 1

9
6
8
. 

In
q

u
e

s
t ru

le
d

 it "ju
s
tifia

b
le

." 

A
rth

u
r M

o
rris

, 2
8
, s

h
o
t in

 1
9
6
8
 

L
o
s A

n
g
e
le

s g
u
n
 fig

h
t n

o
t in

vo
lv- 

in
g
 p

o
lice

. N
o
 o

n
e
 w

a
s ch

a
rg

e
d
. 

A
le

x R
a

ckle
y, 2

4
, to

rtu
re

d
, sh

o
t, 

N
e
w

 H
a
v
e
n
, C

o
n
n
., M

a
y
 1

9
6
9
. 

P
anthers are charged w

ith m
urder. 

J
o

h
n

 G
ilh

o
o

ly
, 2

1
, s

h
o

t g
u

n
 b

a
t-

tle
 in

 C
h
ic

a
g
o
, N

o
v
e
m

b
e
r 1

9
6
9
. 

A
 P

a
n
th

e
r c

h
a
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

a
s
 b

ig
 a

n
 a

u
d
ie

n
c
e
 a

s
 p

o
s
s
ib

le
." 

"I'm
 m

o
re

 c
o
n
c
e
rn

e
d
 a

b
o
u
t 

yo
u
n
g
 stro

n
g
 ca

ts fo
llo

w
in

g
 yo

u
 in

to
 

th
e
 p

a
rty

." H
e
 h

a
d
 m

e
 th

in
k
in

g
 

—
b
a
ck to

 th
e
 in

fle
xib

le
 M

a
lco

lm
 X

. 
C

leaver w
as proving to be even m

ore 
in

tra
n

sig
e

n
t—

th
e

 m
o

st u
n

co
m

p
ro

-
m

isin
g
 in

d
ivid

u
a
l I e

ve
r m

e
t. 

I e
xp

la
in

e
d
 th

a
t m

y in
te

re
sts g

o
 

b
e

yo
n

d
 th

o
se

 o
f th

e
 B

la
ck P

a
n

th
e

rs, 
to

 o
th

e
r m

in
o
ritie

s
 a

n
d
 fa

c
tio

n
s
 o

f 
th

e
 b

la
c
k
 m

o
v
e

m
e

n
t w

h
o

 w
a

n
t 

change. H
e eased off, suggesting that 

w
e
 le

a
ve

 it o
p
e
n
. I w

o
n
d
e
re

d
 w

h
e
th

-
e
r h

e
 fe

lt m
y
 p

o
s
itio

n
 w

a
s
 a

 c
re

d
-

ita
b
le

 o
n
e
. L

o
o
kin

g
 b

a
ck to

 th
a
t m

o
-

m
e
n
t I fin

d
 th

a
t I a

m
 d

isp
le

a
se

d
 w

ith
 

m
y a

n
sw

e
r. I sh

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 sa
id

: B
o

th
 

o
f u

s
 a

re
 c

a
u
g
h
t u

p
 in

 th
e
 tru

th
 o

f  

th
e
 b

la
ck m

a
n
's o

rd
e
a
l. B

o
th

 o
f u

s 
are possessed by that truth w

hich w
e 

d
e

fin
e

 th
ro

u
g

h
 se

p
a

ra
te

 e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

. 
H

o
w

 w
e

 ch
o

o
se

 to
 a

ct it o
u

t is th
e

 
o
n
ly d

iffe
re

n
ce

. Y
o
u
 re

co
g
n
ize

 m
y 

sca
rs a

n
d
 I a

ckn
o
w

le
d
g
e
 yo

u
rs. Y

o
u
 

are 35. I am
 57. W

e m
eet over a deep 

ch
a
sm

 o
f tim

e
, th

e
 e

ve
n
ts o

f w
h
ich

 
fo

rg
e
d
 d

iffe
re

n
t w

e
a
p
o
n
s fo

r u
s. If I 

w
e

re
 2

0
 ye

a
rs o

ld
 n

o
w

 I w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
-

a
b
ly b

e
 a

 B
la

ck P
a
n
th

e
r. I re

m
e
m

-
b
e
r a

s a
 kid

 I a
lw

a
ys to

o
k th

e
 first 

lick b
e
fo

re
 I fo

u
g
h
t b

a
ck. B

u
t a

 fist 
is n

o
t a

 b
u

lle
t. I to

o
 w

o
u

ld
 sh

o
o

t a
 

co
p
, o

r a
n
yo

n
e
 e

lse
, w

h
o
 fo

rce
d
 h

is 
w

a
y in

to
 m

y h
o

u
se

 to
 kill m

e
. Y

o
u

 
a

re
 riskin

g
 e

ve
ryth

in
g

 b
y g

o
in

g
 b

a
ck 

to
 ch

a
lle

n
g
e
 a

 syste
m

 w
e
 b

o
th

 d
is-

like
. I w

ill co
n
tin

u
e
 to

 fig
h
t a

lso
, b

u
t 

o
n
 m

y
 te

rm
s
. I p

re
fe

r to
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 

th
in

g
s w

ith
o
u
t vio

le
n
ce

—
p
ro

vid
in

g
 

violence is not thrust upon m
e. If this 

is
 y

o
u

r p
o

s
itio

n
, to

o
, th

e
n

 y
o

u
r 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s a

n
d
 m

in
e
 a

re
 n

o
t a

s irre
c-

o
n
cila

b
le

 a
s yo

u
 m

ig
h
t th

in
k. 

C
le

a
ve

r w
e
n
t o

n
: "B

la
ck p

e
o
p
le

 
a

re
 a

fra
id

 to
 jo

in
 a

 m
ilita

n
t g

ro
u

p
. 

T
h

e
y're

 a
fra

id
 th

e
 co

p
s w

ill sh
o

o
t 

th
e
m

. T
h
a
t's ju

st w
h
y w

e
 m

a
d
e
 th

e
 

co
p
s o

u
r p

o
litica

l ta
rg

e
t—

to
 p

ro
ve

 
to

 th
e
 b

ro
th

e
r th

a
t co

p
s a

re
 ju

st fa
t, 

g
ristle

 a
n
d
 b

lo
o
d
." 

I asked him
 w

hat chances the P
an-

th
e
rs h

a
d
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
 o

ve
rw

h
e
lm

in
g
 

p
o
lice

 p
o
w

e
r. "If w

e
 w

o
rrie

d
 a

b
o
u
t 

the odds, w
e w

ould be defeated from
 

th
e
 sta

rt," h
e
 sa

id
. 

It w
a
s
 d

u
s
k
. K

a
th

le
e
n
 b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 
 a

 b
o
w

l o
f la

m
b
 s

te
w

. C
le

a
v
e
r 

re
a
ch

e
d
 o

ve
r a

n
d
 sp

o
o
n
e
d
 a

 m
o
u
th

-
fu

l, ta
lkin

g
 a

ll th
e
 w

h
ile

. "W
e
 w

o
n
't 

b
e
 a

lo
n
e
. A

 lo
t o

f w
h
ite

s re
la

te
 to

 
th

e
 sa

m
e

 issu
e

s th
a

t w
e

 d
o

. T
h

e
y're

 
ju

st a
s u

p
tig

h
t. T

h
e
 E

sta
b
lish

m
e
n
t 

w
ill h

a
ve

 to
 d

e
a
l w

ith
 th

e
m

 a
s w

e
ll. 

E
n
o
u
g
h
 te

a
r g

a
s a

n
d
 h

e
a
d
 w

h
ip

p
in

g
 

w
ill e

sta
b
lish

 th
e
 co

m
m

o
n
 e

n
e
m

y." 
"D

o
 yo

u
 w

e
lco

m
e
 w

h
ite

s to
 th

e
 

fig
h
t?

" 
"O

f course. T
here has to be som

e 
in

te
rco

n
n
e
ctio

n
. W

e
 h

o
p
e
 th

ro
u
g
h
 

s
o
m

e
 s

o
rt o

f c
o
a
litio

n
 to

 b
rin

g
 a

 
ch

a
n
g
e
 fo

r e
ve

ryo
n
e
. I ju

st d
o
n
't b

e
-

lie
ve

 th
a
t m

o
st w

h
ite

s w
ill sta

n
d
 b

y 
a
n
d
 se

e
 a

 m
in

o
rity w

ip
e
d
 o

u
t w

ith
-

o
u
t tryin

g
 to

 p
u
t a

 sto
p
 to

 it." 
"A

n
d
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists?

 T
h
e
re

 a
re

 
a
 lo

t o
f re

p
o
rts th

a
t th

e
y a

re
 tryin

g
 

to
 in

filtra
te

 yo
u
r p

a
rty." 

"B
la

ck p
e
o
p
le

 d
o
n
't n

e
e
d
 C

o
rn

- 

m
u
n
ists to

 te
a
ch

 th
e
m

 a
b
o
u
t tro

u
-

b
le

. T
h
e
 ja

ils in
 B

a
b
ylo

n
 p

ro
d
u
ce

 
m

ore rebels and revolutionaries than 
th

e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
is

ts
 c

o
u
ld

 d
re

a
m

 o
f 

p
ro

d
u

cin
g

 b
a

ck th
e

re
. A

n
 in

cre
d

ib
le

 
n
u
m

b
e
r o

f th
o
se

 re
b
e
ls a

re
 b

la
ck, 

a
n
d
 th

e
ir n

u
m

b
e
rs a

re
 g

ro
w

in
g
 b

y 
th

e
 h

o
u
r. W

e
 a

re
 o

u
t to

 te
a
r d

o
w

n
 

th
e
 s

y
s
te

m
 n

o
t w

ith
 fire

, n
o
t w

ith
 

g
u

n
s—

b
u

t w
ith

 so
lid

 p
o

litica
l a

n
d

 
scie

n
tific kn

o
w

-h
o
w

. If it co
m

e
s to

 
g
u
e
rrilla

 w
a
rfa

re
, in

d
iv

id
u
a
ls

 w
ill 

d
ie

. B
u
t in

d
iv

id
u
a
l tra

g
e
d
y
 c

a
n
't 

b
lo

ck lib
e
ra

tio
n
 fo

r th
e
 m

a
sse

s." 
"A

n
d

 w
h

a
t w

ill y
o

u
 b

u
ild

 in
 th

e
 

ru
b
b
le

?
" 

"S
o
cia

l ju
stice

. If th
e
 b

la
cks to

o
k 

p
o
w

e
r to

m
o
rro

w
 a

n
d
 tre

a
te

d
 th

e
 

w
h
ite

s like
 th

e
 w

h
ite

s h
a
ve

 tre
a
te

d
 

us for 400 years, I'd try to crush them
 

to
o
. W

e
 p

ro
m

ise
 to

 re
p
la

ce
 ra

cism
 

w
ith

 ra
cia

l so
lid

a
rity. T

h
e
re

 a
re

 n
o
 

b
e
tte

r w
e
a
p
o
n
s. W

e
 a

re
 d

iscip
lin

e
d
 

re
vo

lu
tio

n
a
rie

s w
h
o
 h

a
te

 vio
le

n
ce

. 
T

h
a
t's w

h
y w

e
 a

im
 to

 sto
p
 it a

t o
u
r 

front and back doors. T
hen w

e w
on't 

h
a
ve

 to
 w

o
rry a

b
o
u
t o

u
r ch

ild
re

n
 d

y-
in

g
 in

 b
lo

o
d
-d

re
n
ch

e
d
 b

e
d
s." 

T
h
a
t n

ig
h
t I le

ft C
le

a
ve

r o
n
 a

 w
e
t, 

w
in

d
-sw

e
p

t stre
e

t. It w
a

s stra
n

g
e

 
th

a
t h

is la
st w

o
rd

s w
e
re

 a
b
o
u
t so

-
cia

l ju
stice

, th
e
 kin

d
 th

a
t is irre

sp
e
c-

tiv
e
 o

f a
 m

a
n
's

 c
o
lo

r. I th
o
u
g
h
t 

a
b
o
u
t o

th
e
r b

rillia
n
t y

o
u
n
g
 b

la
c
k
 

m
e
n
 like

 S
to

ke
ly C

a
rm

ich
a
e
l, M

a
l-

c
o
lm

 X
 a

n
d
 M

a
rtin

 L
u
th

e
r K

in
g
, 

o
n
e
 s

e
lf-e

x
ile

d
, tw

o
 lo

n
g
 s

in
c
e
 

g
u
n
n
e
d
 d

o
w

n
. I co

u
ld

n
't h

e
lp

 b
u
t 

feel that C
leaver's prom

ise, like their 
d
re

a
m

s, w
o
u
ld

 g
o
 u

n
fu

lfille
d
. S

o
cia

l 
ju

stice
, it se

e
m

s, is m
u
ch

 m
o
re

 d
if-

ficu
lt to

 co
m

e
 b

y th
a
n
 m

a
rtyrd

o
m

. ■
 

2
3
 

N
e

lso
n

 S
a

ssce
r, 2

4
, sh

o
t, S

a
n

ta
 

A
n
a
, C

a
lif., J

u
n
e
 1

9
6
9
. P

a
n
th

e
r 

w
a
s a

ccu
se

d
, is still a

w
a
itin

g
 tria

l. 



S
ylvester B

ell, 34, beaten and shot, 
S

an
 D

ieg
o
, A

u
g
u
st 1

9
6
9
. R

iv
al 

black m
ilitants have been accused. 

B
obby H

utton, 17, shot by police, 
O

ak
lan

d
, A

p
ril 1

9
6
8
. G

ran
d
 ju

ry
 

ru
le

d
 it 'ju

stifia
b
le

 h
o
m

ic
id

e
." 

S
tev

e B
arth

o
lo

m
ew

, 2
1
, sh

o
t b

y
 

police, L
os A

ngeles, A
ugust 1968. 

In
q
u
e
st ru

le
d
 it "ju

stifia
b
le

." 

Jo
h
n
 S

av
ag

e, 2
1
, sh

o
t o

n
 S

an
 D

i- 
eg

o
 street in

 M
ay

 1
9
6
9
. 

  R
iv

a
l 

b
lack

 m
ilitan

t is aw
aitin

g
 trial. 

F
ran

k
 D

ig
g

s, 4
0

, fo
u

n
d

 sh
o

t to
 

d
eath

 in
 L

o
n
g
 B

each
, C

alif., D
e- 

cem
ber 1968. A

ssailant unknow
n. 

N
athanial C

lark, 19, shot by w
ife, 

w
h
o
 P

an
th

ers say
 is p

o
lice ag

en
t, 

in
 L

o
s A

n
g
eles, S

ep
tem

b
er 1

9
6
9
. 

L
arry

 R
o
b
erso

n
, 2

0
, sh

o
t b

y
 C

h
i- 

cag
o
 p

o
lice, Ju

ly
 1

9
6

9
, d

ied
 in

 
S

ep
tem

b
er. Ju

d
g
ed

 "ju
stifiab

le." 

R
o
b
ert L

aw
ren

ce, 2
2
, sh

o
t b

y
 p

o
- 

lice, L
o
s A

n
g
eles, A

u
g
u
st 1

9
6
8
. 

In
q
u
e
st ru

le
d
 it "ju

stifia
b
le

." 

A
rth

u
r M

o
rris, 2

8
, sh

o
t in

 1
9
6
8
 

L
os A

ngeles gun fight not involv- 
in

g
 p

o
lice. N

o
 o

n
e w

as ch
arg

ed
. 

A
lex

 R
ack

ley
, 2

4
, to

rtu
red

, sh
o
t, 

N
ew

 H
av

en
, C

o
n
n
., M

ay
 1

9
6
9
. 

P
anthers are charged w

ith m
urder. 

gunfights w
ith the Panthers 

o
n
 m

y
 te

rm
s. I p

re
fe

r to
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 

things w
ithout violence—

providing 
violence is not thrust upon m

e. If this 
is y

o
u
r p

o
sitio

n
, to

o
, th

e
n
 y

o
u
r 

w
eap

o
n
s an

d
 m

in
e are n

o
t as irrec-

oncilable as you m
ight think. 

C
leav

er w
en

t o
n
: "B

lack
 p

eo
p
le 

are afraid
 to

 jo
in

 a m
ilitan

t g
ro

u
p
. 

T
h
ey

're afraid
 th

e co
p
s w

ill sh
o
o
t 

th
em

. T
h
at's ju

st w
h
y
 w

e m
ad

e th
e 

co
p

s o
u

r p
o

litical targ
et—

to
 p

ro
v

e 
to

 th
e b

ro
th

er th
at co

p
s are ju

st fat, 
g
ristle an

d
 b

lo
o
d
." 

I ask
ed

 h
im

 w
h
at ch

an
ces th

e P
an

-- 

m
u
n
ists to

 teach
 th

em
 ab

o
u
t tro

u
-

b
le. T

h
e jails in

 B
ab

y
lo

n
 p

ro
d
u
ce 

m
ore rebels and revolutionaries than 

th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ists co

u
ld

 d
ream

 o
f 

producing back there. A
n incredible 

n
u
m

b
er o

f th
o
se reb

els are b
lack

, 
an

d
 th

eir n
u
m

b
ers are g

ro
w

in
g
 b

y
 

th
e h

o
u
r. W

e are o
u
t to

 tear d
o
w

n
 

th
e sy

stem
 n

o
t w

ith
 fire, n

o
t w

ith
 

g
u
n
s—

b
u
t w

ith
 so

lid
 p

o
litical an

d
 

scientific know
-how

. If it com
es to 

g
u
errilla w

arfare, in
d
iv

id
u
als w

ill 
d
ie. B

u
t in

d
iv

id
u
al trag

ed
y
 can

't 
block liberation fo

r th
e
 m

a
sse

s." 





Inside B
lack P

anther national head-
q
u
arters in

 B
erk

eley
 (left), P

an
th

er 
L

au
ry

n
 W

illiam
s frisk

s a w
h

ite g
irl 

v
isito

r fo
r arm

s, o
r d

o
p

e th
at m

ig
h

t 

b
e p

lan
ted

 to
 p

ro
v

o
k

e a p
o

lice raid
. 

In a S
an F

rancisco w
arehouse, volun-

teers w
ork on T

h
e
 B

la
ck P

a
n
th

e
r, the 

p
arty

's n
ew

sp
ap

er an
d
 p

ro
p
ag

an
d
a 

organ. E
ach w

eek 100,000 copies are 
d

istrib
u

ted
 n

atio
n

ally
 an

d
 o

v
erseas. 



h
im

 a
 b

a
ttle

 p
la

n
 d

ra
w

n
 u

p
 b

y th
e
 B

e
rke

le
y 

p
o

lice
 fo

r a
n

 a
ssa

u
lt o

n
 th

e
 n

a
tio

n
a

l P
a

n
-

th
e
r h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs: "A
ssig

n
 tw

o
-m

a
n
 sq

u
a
d
 

to
 fro

n
t w

ith
 sh

o
tg

u
n

 (so
lid

 slu
g

s) a
n

d
 a

r-
m

o
r-p

ie
rcin

g
 rifle

 to
 b

la
st a

rm
o

r p
la

te
 o

ff 
u
p
p
e
r w

in
d
o
w

s.... U
se

 b
u
cksh

o
t to

 sh
o
o
t 

o
u
t a

ll lo
w

e
r w

in
d
o
w

s. U
se

 rifle
 slu

g
s to

 try 
a
n
d
 k

n
o
c
k
 o

p
e
n
 m

a
in

 fro
n
t d

o
o
r. ... A

s
-

sa
u
lt sq

u
a
d
 (th

re
e
 m

e
n
) a

rm
e
d
 w

ith
 su

b
-

m
a
c
h
in

e
 g

u
n
s
 . . . e

n
te

r b
u
ild

in
g
. . . . 

T
w

o
 m

e
n
 ... fire

 3
0
 ro

u
n
d
s e

a
ch

 th
ro

u
g
h
 

se
co

n
d
-sto

ry flo
o
r a

n
d
 re

lo
a
d
. ... T

h
e
 e

n
-

tire building should be flooded w
ith tear gas. 

T
h
e
 e

n
tire

 u
p
p
e
r flo

o
r sh

o
u
ld

 b
e
 co

ve
re

d
 

w
ith

 in
te

n
se

 fire
.... A

ssa
u
lt sq

u
a
d
 w

ill th
e
n
 

p
ro

c
e
e
d
 u

p
s
ta

irs
 a

n
d
 b

rin
g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 

w
o

u
n

d
e

d
 a

n
d

 /o
r d

e
a

d
." B

e
rke

le
y P

o
lice

 
C

hief B
ruce B

aker said he had not seen the 
p

la
n

, b
u

t a
d

m
itte

d
 it w

a
s
 "p

ro
b

a
b

ly
 th

e
 

w
o
rk o

f o
u
r se

rg
e
a
n
ts." S

o
 fa

r th
a
t a

tta
ck 

h
a

s
n

't c
o

m
e

. "B
u

t," s
a

y
s
 P

a
rk

s
, "it w

a
s
 

so
 m

u
ch

 like
 th

e
 o

n
e
 in

 C
h
ica

g
o
 th

a
t d

id
 

h
a

p
p

e
n

—
e

xce
p

t fo
r th

e
 te

a
r g

a
s—

th
a

t I 
co

u
ld

n
't g

e
t it o

u
t o

f m
y m

in
d

. I sa
t in

 th
e

 
P

anthers' headquarters and looked at floors 
w

h
e
re

 6
0
 ro

u
n
d
s w

e
re

 to
 b

u
rst th

ro
u
g
h
, a

t 

A
tto

rn
e

y C
h

a
rle

s G
a

rry, w
h

o
m

 th
e

 
P

anthers call "the W
hite P

anther" be-
cause he has defended so m

any of 
th

e
m

 in
 co

u
rt, co

n
fe

rs w
ith

 B
o

b
b

y 
S

eale in a S
an F

rancisco jail. A
bove, 

S
eale's w

ife A
rtie and their son M

alik, 
3, visit B

erkeley headquarters, w
here 

M
rs. S

eale rem
ains an active P

anther. 

sa
ys P

a
rks, "yo

u
 h

a
ve

 to
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 ra

c-
ism

 a
s a

 b
la

ck m
a

n
 kn

o
w

s it. T
h

e
ir e

n
e

m
y 

is th
e

 p
o

lice
. A

n
d

 if yo
u

 a
re

 p
a

rt o
f th

a
t si-

le
n

t m
a

jo
rity th

a
t w

a
n

ts th
e

 p
o

lice
 to

 w
ip

e
 

th
e
m

 o
u
t, th

e
n
 yo

u
 a

re
 th

e
ir e

n
e
m

y to
o
." 

L
e

ss th
a

n
 fo

u
r ye

a
rs o

ld
, th

e
 P

a
n

th
e

r o
r-

g
a

n
iz

a
tio

n
 is

 a
lre

a
d

y
 ric

h
 in

 le
g

e
n

d
. In

 
B

e
rke

le
y, D

a
vid

 H
illia

rd
 d

e
scrib

e
d

 to
 P

a
rks 

th
e

 first co
n

fro
n

ta
tio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 p

o
lice

 a
n

d
 

H
u

e
y N

e
w

to
n

, th
e

 P
a

n
th

e
rs' ch

a
rism

a
tic 

fo
u
n
d
e
r. A

rm
e
d
 w

ith
 a

n
 M

-I a
n
d
 a

 la
w

 
b
o
o
k, N

e
w

to
n
 h

a
d
 fa

ce
d
 d

o
w

n
 se

ve
n
 co

p
s 

in
 fro

n
t o

f a
 b

la
c
k
 s

tre
e

t c
ro

w
d

. "H
u

e
y
 

d
id

 w
h
a
t th

o
se

 p
e
o
p
le

 h
a
d
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 d
o
 

fo
r a

 lo
n

g
 tim

e
. H

e
 to

ld
 a

 b
u

n
ch

 o
f co

p
s 

th
a
t h

e
 w

a
s th

ro
u
g
h
 b

e
in

g
 kicke

d
 a

ro
u
n
d
 

b
y th

e
m

. T
h

e
 b

la
ck b

ro
th

e
rs g

o
t th

e
 m

e
s-

sa
g
e
. S

o
 d

id
 th

e
 co

p
s." 

N
e
w

to
n
 is n

o
w

 in
 p

riso
n
. S

o
 is B

o
b
b
y 

S
eale, a P

anther leader w
ho, as a defendant 

in
 th

e
 C

h
ica

g
o

 co
n

sp
ira

cy tria
l, w

a
s se

n
-

te
n
ce

d
 to

 fo
u
r ye

a
rs fo

r co
n
te

m
p
t a

n
d
 a

t 
o
n
e
 p

o
in

t w
a
s o

rd
e
re

d
 b

o
u
n
d
 a

n
d
 g

a
g
g
e
d
 

in court by Judge Julius H
offm

an. S
eale also 

is fig
h
tin

g
 e

xtra
d
itio

n
 to

 C
o
n
n
e
cticu

t w
h
e
re

 
th

e
re

 is a
 m

u
rd

e
r ch

a
rg

e
 a

g
a
in

st h
im

. 
P

a
rks in

te
rvie

w
e
d
 S

e
a
le

 in
 a

 S
a
n
 F

ra
n
-

c
is

c
o

 ja
il. "O

u
r g

o
a

ls
," S

e
a

le
 to

ld
 h

im
, 

"a
re

 th
e

 sa
m

e
 o

n
e

s th
e

 w
h

ite
 m

a
n

 fig
h

ts 
fo

r. A
 d

e
ce

n
t e

d
u
ca

tio
n
 fo

r o
u
r ch

ild
re

n
, 

good jobs, good housing. W
e have a break-

fa
st p

ro
g

ra
m

 to
 fe

e
d

 p
o

o
r kid

s. W
e

 w
o

rk 
fo

r vo
te

r re
g
istra

tio
n
 so

 th
a
t e

ve
n
tu

a
lly w

e
 

c
a
n
 w

re
s
t c

o
n
tro

l o
f b

la
c
k
 c

o
m

m
u
n
itie

s
 

fro
m

 th
e
 p

o
lice

. In
 fa

ct w
e
 w

a
n
t ju

st a
b
o
u
t 

th
e

 sa
m

e
 th

in
g

s M
a

rtin
 L

u
th

e
r K

in
g

 w
a

n
t-

e
d
. It's o

n
ly o

u
r ta

ctics th
a
t d

iffe
r. T

h
e
re

 
a
re

 so
m

e
 stre

e
t cro

ssin
g
s in

 b
la

ck n
e
ig

h
-

b
o

rh
o

o
d

s th
a

t n
e

e
d

 tra
ffic lig

h
ts. O

u
r kid

s 
h

a
ve

 to
 ru

n
 like

 h
e

ll to
 ke

e
p

 fro
m

 g
e

ttin
g

 
h

it. W
e

'll h
e

lp
 th

e
m

 g
e

t a
cro

ss sa
fe

ly e
ve

n
 

if w
e
 h

a
ve

 to
 u

se
 g

u
n
s." 

P
a

rks fo
u

n
d

 th
e

 sa
m

e
 co

n
tra

st b
e

tw
e

e
n

 
vicio

u
s rh

e
to

ric a
n
d
 e

a
rn

e
st g

o
a
ls in

 a
ll 

th
e

 g
ro

u
p

s h
e

 visite
d

. H
e

 a
lso

 n
o

te
d

 th
a

t 
P

a
n

th
e

r in
flu

e
n

ce
 is sp

re
a

d
in

g
 in

 th
e

 b
la

ck 
c
o
m

m
u
n
ity

. "A
t firs

t I th
o
u
g
h
t m

y
 s

o
n
 

Ja
m

e
s w

a
s ju

st in
fa

tu
a
te

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 b

la
ck 

le
a
th

e
r ja

cke
t a

n
d
 b

e
re

t,-
  M

rs
. D

o
ro

th
y
 

W
o
o
d
, th

e
 m

id
d
le

-cla
ss m

o
th

e
r o

f a
 re

cru
it, 

to
ld

 h
im

. "B
u
t a

fte
r h

e
 e

xp
la

in
e
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

b
re

a
kfa

st p
ro

g
ra

m
 a

n
d
 so

m
e
 o

f th
e
 o

th
e
r 

aim
s it w

as easier for m
e to accept. N

atural-
ly I w

o
rry fo

r h
is sa

fe
ty. H

e
's b

e
e

n
 a

rre
ste

d
 

th
re

e
 tim

e
s
, ju

s
t fo

r s
e
llin

g
 th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r. T

h
e
y d

ro
p
p
e
d
 th

e
 ch

a
rg

e
s, b

u
t 

it'll p
ro

b
a

b
ly

 h
a

p
p

e
n

 a
g

a
in

 n
e

x
t w

e
e

k
." 

2
5

 



W
e  w

ant the sam
e things King 

w
anted. O

ur tactics are different' 
R

eturning from
 A

lgiers, P
arks sought out 

P
anthers in the U

.S
. to see how

 the orga-
nization w

orks and to get a sense of w
hy 

young blacks join it. In C
alifornia D

avid 
H

illiard, the P
anther chief of staff, show

ed 
him

 a battle plan draw
n up by the B

erkeley 
police for an assault on the national P

an-
ther headquarters: "A

ssign tw
o-m

an squad 
to front w

ith shotgun (solid slugs) and ar-
m

or-piercing rifle to blast arm
or plate off 

upper w
indow

s. . . . U
se buckshot to shoot 

out all low
er w

indow
s. U

se rifle slugs to try 
an

d
 k

n
o

ck
 o

p
en

 m
ain

 fro
n

t d
o

o
r. .. . A

s-
sau

lt sq
u
ad

 (th
ree m

en
) arm

ed
 w

ith
 su

b
-

m
ach

in
e g

u
n
s . . . en

ter b
u
ild

in
g
. . . . 

T
w

o m
en . . . fire 30 rounds each through 

second-story floor and reload. . . . T
he en-

tire building should be flooded w
ith tear gas. 

T
he entire upper floor should be covered 

w
ith intense fire.. .. A

ssault squad w
ill then 

p
ro

ceed
 u

p
stairs an

d
 b

rin
g
 d

o
w

n
 th

e 
w

ounded and /or dead." B
erkeley P

olice 
C

hief B
ruce B

aker said he had not seen the 
p
lan

, b
u
t ad

m
itted

 it w
as "p

ro
b
ab

ly
 th

e 
w

ork of our sergeants." S
o far that attack 

h
asn

't co
m

e. "B
u
t," say

s P
ark

s, "it w
as 

so m
uch like the one in C

hicago that did 
h
ap

p
en

—
ex

cep
t fo

r th
e tear g

as—
th

at I 
couldn't get it out of m

y m
ind. I sat in the 

P
anthers' headquarters and looked at floors 

w
here 60 rounds w

ere to burst through, at 

w
indow

s that buckshot w
ould blast out." 

T
h
e fear o

f su
rp

rise attack
 is a fact o

f 
life for the P

anthers and helps explain their 
conviction that the w

hole w
hite w

orld is 
against them

. "T
o understand these kids," 

says P
arks, "you have to understand rac-

ism
 as a black m

an know
s it. T

heir enem
y 

is the police. A
nd if you are part of that si-

lent m
ajority that w

ants the police to w
ipe 

them
 out, then you are their enem

y too." 
L

ess than four years old, the P
anther or-

g
an

izatio
n
 is alread

y
 rich

 in
 leg

en
d
. In

 
B

erkeley, D
avid H

illiard described to P
arks 

the first confrontation betw
een police and 

H
u
ey

 N
ew

to
n
, th

e P
an

th
ers' ch

arism
atic 

fo
u

n
d

er. A
rm

ed
 w

ith
 an

 M
-1

 an
d

 a law
 

book, N
ew

ton had faced dow
n seven cops 

in
 fro

n
t o

f a b
lack

 street cro
w

d
. "H

u
ey

 
d

id
 w

h
at th

o
se p

eo
p

le h
ad

 w
an

ted
 to

 d
o

 
fo

r a lo
n
g
 tim

e. H
e to

ld
 a b

u
n
ch

 o
f co

p
s 

that he w
as through being kicked around 

by them
. T

he black brothers got the m
es-

sage. S
o did the cops." 

N
ew

to
n
 is n

o
w

 in
 p

riso
n
. S

o
 is B

o
b
b
y
 

S
eale, a P

anther leader w
ho, as a defendant 

in the C
hicago conspiracy trial, w

as sen-
ten

ced
 to

 fo
u
r y

ears fo
r co

n
tem

p
t an

d
 at 

one point w
as ordered bound and gagged 

in court by Judge Julius H
offm

an. S
eale also 

is fighting extradition to C
onnecticut w

here 
there is a m

urder charge against him
. 

P
arks interview

ed S
eale in a S

an F
ran-

cisco
 jail. "O

u
r g

o
als," S

eale to
ld

 h
im

, 
"are th

e sam
e o

n
es th

e w
h
ite m

an
 fig

h
ts 

for.• A
 decent education for our children, 

good jobs, good housing. W
e have a break-

fast program
 to feed poor kids. W

e w
ork 

rn
r v

n
fP

r re
a

k
tra

tin
n

 c
n

 
th

a
t e

v
e
n
tlin

fly
 



In
 th

e
ir c

h
a
p
te

r h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rte

rs
 in

 S
an 

F
ran

cisco
, fiv

e P
an

th
ers stare straig

h
t 

in
to

 P
ark

s's cam
era. "A

fter 4
0
0
 y

ears 

o
f s

tru
g
g
le

 a
n
d
 d

e
a
th

," s
a
y
s
 C

h
ie

f o
f 

S
ta

ff D
a
v
id

 H
illia

rd
 (c

e
n
te

r), "re
v
o
-

lu
tio

n
 is

 th
e
 o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 le

ft. -
  T

h
e
 P

a
n
-

th
e
rs

 a
re

 c
a
re

fu
l to

 d
is

tin
e
u
is

h
 b

e
- 



In
 th

e
ir ch

a
p

te
r h

e
a

d
q

u
a

rte
rs in

 S
a

n
 

F
ra

n
cisco

, five
 P

a
n
th

e
rs sta

re
 stra

ig
h
t 

in
to

 P
a

rks's ca
m

e
ra

. "A
fte

r 4
0
0
 ye

a
rs 

o
f stru

g
g

le
 a

n
d

 d
e

a
th

," sa
ys C

h
ie

f o
f 

S
ta

ll D
a
v
id

 H
illia

rd
 (c

e
n
te

r), "re
v
o
-

lu
tio

n
 is th

e
 o

n
ly th

in
g
 le

ft." T
h
e
 P

a
n
-

th
e

rs
 a

re
 c

a
re

fu
l to

 d
is

tin
g

u
is

h
 b

e
-

tw
e

e
n
 rio

t—
w

h
ich

 th
e
y fe

e
l th

e
 w

h
ite

 
c
o
m

m
u
n
ity

 w
ill a

c
c
e
p
t, s

o
 lo

n
g
 a

s
 it 

o
ccu

rs in
 th

e
 g

h
e

tto
—

a
n

d
 re

vo
lu

tio
n

, 
w

h
ic

h
 im

p
lie

s
 a

 fa
r m

o
re

 s
w

e
e
p
in

g
 

a
n

d
 vio

le
n

t, b
u

t p
e

cu
lia

rly A
m

e
rica

n
, 

ch
a
n
g
e
. "It w

o
n
't b

e
 a

 re
vo

lu
tio

n
 like

 
th

o
s
e
 in

 C
h
in

a
, R

u
s
s
ia

, C
u
b
a
 o

r A
f-

ric
a
," B

o
b
b
y
 S

e
a
le

 to
ld

 P
a
rk

s
. "J

u
s
t 

a
 Y

a
n

ke
e

 D
o

o
d

le
 kin

d
 o

f re
vo

lu
tio

n
." 






