
Panthers Climb 
In Influence 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Early each 
 morning in Oakland, San Fran-

cisco, Chicago and other cities across 
the 'land, cadres of the Black Panther 
party take up the humdrum chores of 
revolution. 

They serve breakfast and propa-
ganda to school children. They collect 
and distribute old clothes. They stand 
on street corners hawking the weekly 
Panther newspaper with its gory tales 
of "fascist oppression" and its revolu-
tionary catechisms. They read and 
memorize the works of Communist 
China's Mao Tse-tung and North Ko-
rea's Kim Il Sung. They make 
speeches, harangue the mass media 
and go out into suburbia to explain 
themselves and "scientific socialism" 
to nervous white liberals. Now and 
then, they pick up guns to kill people 
and to be killed in return. 

They are lionized by the white radi-
cals of the New Left, feared by the 
black middle class, harassed by police 
and regarded by the FBI as a grave 
threat to the internal security of the 
United States—a judgment enthusiasti-
cally shared by the chief of staff of thq 
Black Panther Party, David Hilliard. 

"It is not rhetoric," he declares, "to 
say that this government is oppressive 
and that it will be overthrown. They 
should take these words very seriously. 

"The oppressed have always outnum-
bered the dppressors and these are not 
just \,words and metaphors. We have 
history on our side. This system could 
be overthrown without a shot being 
fired. But I think the revolution will 
be violent because the people in power 
do not want it peaceful. It may take 20 
years but the revolution will win." 

Hilliard and the Panthers already 
have gone a long way down the revolu-
tionary road. Three .years ago, they 
were an obscure handful of young men 
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An unidentified guard in a Detroit 
Black Panther headquarters into 
which newsmen were invited after 
an, ahortive nolice raid. 
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dressed up like commandos for an in-
genious publicity stunt—a march on 
the California State Capitol to test 
their right to bear arms. They called 
themselves the Black Panther Party 
for Self-Defense but it was a "party" in 
name only. They had no money, no or-
ganization and no popular following. 

Today, like Vice President Spiro 
Agnew, the Panthers are a household 
word. They have chapters and 
branches in 22 cities and in three of 
the boroughs of New York. They have 
produced, in their brief existence, a 
constellation of folk heroes and mar-
tyrs whose names are known through-
out the world—Huey P. Newton, Eld-
ridge Cleaver, Bobby Seale, Fred 
Hampton, Li'l Bobby Hutton. They 
have introduced new images and 
words into the common language of 
the young American masses—"pig" 
(for policeman), "right on," "all power 
to the people." 

They dominate, whenever they 
choose, the caucuses of the Left. They 
have provoked police departments to 
violence in major cities across the 



country. They have entered into per-
sonal diplomacy with revolutionary 
parties and governments around the 
world—in Cuba, Algeria, North Korea, 
China and North Vietnam, the Arab 
guerrillas of Al Fatah in the Middle 
East. 

"We are," Willard says, "a part of 
the world revolution. Our struggle is 
merely one link in the worldwide revo-
lution. The enemies of U.S. imperial-
ism are our friends." 

Death, Prison or Exile 

IT HAS NOT BEEN EASY for the 
 Panthers. Their difficulties are 

symbolized by Hilliard, a slender, in-
tense man of 27 who eats and sleeps 
irregularly and who carries around a 
lot of burdens these days. 

He has been indicted by the federal 
government for threatening the life of 
President Nixon in the course of a 
speech at a San Francisco peace rally 
on Nov. 15: "We will kill Richard 
Nixon, we will kill any that stands in 
the way of our freedom." 
See PANTIIIIRS, Page B2, Colman 1 

His corefolirtiononaltre Sinua—r-
13,  afflicted. Huey P. Newton, the 
pity's minister of defea00,is in prison 1  
in California fot killing an Oakland po-
lieenian. The minister of information, 
Ele:iridge Cleaver, is in self-exile in Al-
gkria to avoid prosecution for parole 
violation. The party chairman, Bobby 
Sale, has been sentenced to four 
Yeps in prison for contempt of a fed-
gel court and awaits trial in New 

ven, Conn., for allegedly ordering 
e murder of )a Panther from New 

Ykrk. The list of dead Panthers is even 
loliger. Of the 11 positions in the par-
t's ruling Central Cemmittee, only 
fur are presently filled by Panthers 

11 in circulation. 
There:also have been difficulties in 

repent months with the party's rank 
acid file, which is thought to have 
' ver numbered more than. 3,000 or 

00. Substantial numbers of Panthera 
liard won't say how many) have 

been expelled for unacceptable Ocher-
iOr=–drug use, "petty banditry" alai 

er violations dl-the party's 26 rules 
o conduct. 

Xii addition, infiltration of the party 
criminals and police informers b$- 

came so widespread, Hilliard said, that 
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	 treasury — fed by 
w members are no longer being u-
pted. The party's 

1 
 nations and sales of newspaPers, ree-

'11ils and posters — has been depleted 
the drain of legal.  fees and bell 

tads.  

	

inally, the party has 	d serious 
problems. Its iden Cation in 

	

Poindur Mind as an 	ahation 

	

se up, ati one writer put 	it, 	lieftly 
for the murder of policeinen" hike been 
hurtful. Its support of the Arab states 
against Israel in the Middle East his 
turned off potentialjewish sympathiz-
ers. Its harsh and violent rhetoric, its 
contempt for "peaceful deMonstra-
tions" have alienated segments of the 
white peace movement. 

"People don't relate to us as much as 
we want," Hilliard says, "but we have 
400 years of whitewash to overcome.',' 

To speed this process, the Pan-
thers have adopted the technique 
of education by exposure. 

Hilliard explains that the killing of 
Panthers in shootouts with police is a 
valuable if unfortunate "example" for 
the American masses. It demonstrates, 
he says, the "repressive"`character of 
the police and the "fascist" Character 
of the American state. (ThOs far, be-
tween a dozen and 30 Panthers have 
been killed in these. confrontations; 
the exact number is in dispute. The poi 
lice toll; according to the FBI, has 
been seven killed and 120 injured.) 

Influence on Community 

THE GAGGING of Bobby Seale (for 
disruptions) at his federal conspir-

acy trial in Chicago demonstrates, Hil-
liard says, the "repressive" nature of 
the courts and their unwillingness to 
give justice to black men. 

The free breakfast program of the 
Panthers — involving small but sym-
bolically important numbers of school 
children — is designed tq "exposé a 
capitalist system that sends satellites 
to the moon but doesn't solve the prob-
lems of hunger." 

"The One thing this system, can't 
stand," says Hilliard, "is exposure, And 

, that is what we 'are doing by our exam-
ples." 

Even art it used as "example" in the 
Panther design for ,revolution. Emory 
Douglas, the party's minister of cut. 
ture and cartoonist for the Panther 
newspaper, has written: "We, the 
Black Panther artists, draw deadly Pic-
tures of the enemy — pictures that 
show him at his death door or dead — 
hill bridges are blown up, in our pic-
tures — his institutions are destroyed 
— and in the end he is lifeless. We try 
to create an atmosphere for the vast  

majority, of blaeit people who *Met 
readers but ectielits -- Wealth their 
observation of our work, they feel they 
have thi right to destroy the enemy." 

The success of the Panthers in creat-
ing community support through "ex-
ample" has never been accurately ex-
plored. Hilliard maintains that they 
have achieved the status of a "mass 
party. The most clear-cut indication'of 
that is our continued existence." 

Percy Moore, the black director of 
the federal community action pro-
grams in Oakland, finds evidenee to - 
support Hilliard's judgment. 'Their 
major strength," he says, "is as a cent-
munity influence. They are able to 
identify Issues and rally support from both black and white . . . Obviously, 
they are able to raise money . 

"A lot of their influence is through 
propaganda, A lot of the young people 
articulate the Panther rhetoric. The 
impact population is of high school age 
or a couple of years older. Whether 
they understand the rhetoric, I don't 
know. But it has become a part of 
their language." 

Revolutionary Fervor 

POLICE WITNESSES summoned, to 
a Senate investigation of Panther 

activities last year told of "thousands 
of Panther sympathizers" in :several cities. 

"The Panthers," said a New York detective, "have a charisma about 
them which has lent them surprising 
success and popularity. It is exciting, 
attractive, and basically masculine,— 
with strong paramilitary qualities . .` 
It is their revolutionary fervor which 
seems to retain (their) momentum 

A recent Wall Street Journal survey 
of attitudes in the black communities 
of feta- cities turned up substantial 
sympathy and support for the Pan-
thers. And Hilliard says that the mas- 
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New York Black Panthers Marching dawn 4841 Skeet 
in July, 1968, on their way to the United Maims so 

sive police raids on Panther headquar-
ters in Chicago and Los Angeles were 
carried out in the predawn hours to 
avoid community uprisings. (In both 
cases, police have said the timing re-
sulted from their desire to minimize 
the risk of injury to passersby.) When 
Los Angeles police began a search for 
a child allegedly kidnaped by the 
Panthers this month, they waited in 
the streets while community repre-
sentatives made a search of Panther 
headquarters, 

Hilliard and other Panthers claim 
that the signs of public support are a 
result of the powerful "examples" 
they have set in the ghettos. "We are 
educating the people," , he says, -"to 
show them what they are fighting for 
... We have not gained the strength we 
would like. But we have withstacdthe 
repression. After each pig attack, We 
gain members and support. One of our 
most pnwerful weapons is the idiocy of 
these pigs and their oppression." 

The most dramatic evidence of Bil-
liard's point was the public sympathy 
for the Panthers following the police 
raids last month in Los Angeles and in 
Chicago, where two Panther leaders 
were killed. Condemnation of the pd. 
lice action was immediate and wide-
spread. "The mere fact that the black 
congressmen came out in support of 
our party for the first time," Hilliard 
said, "shows the support we have 
won." 

the Oeitland its 	trial of Huey  •P. New 
their perty's defense minister. 

It IR shown 	other ways. The 
Panthers, says, community action direc-
tor Moore (a teacher at the University 
of California), have introduced new so-
cial concepts that have gained wide ac-
ceptance—the concept, for. example, 
that black communities in central 
cities are "colonies" systematically ex-
ploited by the capitalist system. 

The Panthers have given meaning, 
he said, to the codeepto of "opprea- 

Mon" and "community control." More- 
°Vet, they have made Progrells In rid-
ding themselves of the "racist" label 
by welcoming white support and seek-
ing out coalitions with white groups 
through such subsidiary organizations 
as the National Committee to Combat 
Fascism. (The r  violence-prone Weather-
man faction of Students for a Demo-
cratic Society has won Hilliard's ex-
plicit approval.) 

The Panthers have, in short, come a 
long way since 1966, despite the bloody 
tactics they have sometimes employed 
and despite the violent Marxist solu-
tions they preach. 



All. Absence of HoPe 
(WE MAN WHO is not overly con- 

cerned by all this is, surprisingly, the Oakland. Chief 'of Police, E. R. Gain. He has lived with the Panther problem since the party` was formed. His men have shot it out with Panthers on more than one occasion; one of tinom was killed by Huey Newton. 
Yet he feels that the Panthers are al-most irrelevant to the great social problems of the American city today. He is convinced, first of all, that they are an insignificant social force: "They have no leadership, 'no organization, no adherents." The proof, he says, is that 

the most highly publicized and highly organized ,demonstration for Huey Newton in the San Francisco-Oakland area attracted only 3,000 people, "most of them white." Another indicator cited is the hooting and booing of MI-Wed • during his militant ("kill Richard Nixon") speech at the San Francisco peace rally on Nov. 15. 
More than that, however, Gain re-gards the Panthers as mere symptoms of a social condition that "white Amer-ica" has refused to correct. 
"The American people," he says, "should recognise that the `Pheneese- 

non of the Black Panther Parma sot 
at all unique, given the violence of Our 
society, given the 'divithins. ih our 
country, given the plight of the poor 
blacks in our cities . . . The Black 
Panther Party is a retrogressive, irra-
tional, ambiguous movement . . It 
could not survive were -it not fori the 
underlying conditions under which 
black people are forced to live. 

"If the poor black man in this min: 
try could Only have hope. If be could see a national government 1,vhere si President would speak up and see Met plight and promise a national commitment to change it. If they meld sense that hope, they would end the Black Panther Party and its present platform The Black Panthers fold upon the justified'grievances of Merit people ... 
"But theY have not, been given that hope. President Johntion refused to St. dorse the Kerner Commission report, maybe because 'his pride was hurt be-

cause it didn't praise him enotigti. President Nixon hasn't endorsed the Eisenhower Commission report (on the Causes and Prevention of Violence). These reports just sit there on the shelf. There is no national comma merit to do something about createnii jobs and housing and hope. 	3FIM have Panthers and you have crime which is caused by poverty, 
"We can deal with it for the short rug with more and more policemen, and you may wind up with a police state. Or we can make the kind of comnnt-ment that has to be made to correct these conditions. It's up to us, and the Panthers have very little' to do, with it." 

Gain waves his hand, and shakes his head. "Don't get me started on this," he says. "bemuse I find. it hard to stop." 


