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18 Black Panthers Go on Trial Here Tomorzow 

    

By EDITH EVANS ASBURY 
Sixteen Black Panthers are 

scheduled to go on trial tomor-
row on charges of conspiring to 
bomb Mai;thattan department 
storeS, the Bronx Botanical 
Gardens, police stations, sub-
way switching-rooms and rail-
road tracks. 

They are also accused of 
possessing and carrying danger-
ous weapons, including guns, 
rifles, pistols, bombs and "ex-
plosive substances." 

The trial will be held before 
State Supreme Court Justice 
John M. Murtagh in the New 
York County Court house, 100 
Centre Street. During numerous 
protrial hearings in the build-
ing, as lawyers for the defen-
dants argued for the reduction 
of what they called "excessive 
bail" of $100,000 each, Panther 
party members demonstrated 
outside the building. They are 
expected to be there again to-
morrow, and extra policemen 
have been assigned to guard 
the building. 

Frame-up Is Charged 
Panther supporters, including 

clergymen who posted bail 
Thursday to free one of the two 
women held in jail since April 
2, contend that the ,,defendants 
are really being tried for their 
polttcal beliefs and that the in-
dictinents were a result of' a 
police frame-up. 

In addition to the two 
women, 11 other defendantS 
have been held in jail in lieu of 
bail since April. Two others 
have been held in no bail since 
their arrest Nov. 15. 

Bail 'for the 1 of those origi-
nally arrested was at first set 
a '$100,000 each, and-remained 
at that figureexcept -for two 
who obtained reductions to  

$50,000 each, and one whose 
bail was reduced to $25,000. 

The 16th defetidant, 17-year-
old Lonnie Epps, who volun-
tarily surrendered himself for'  
arrest, was freed in bail • of 
$10,000 and permitted to return 
to Long Island City High 
School, where he was a junior. 
He has since been promoted to 
the senior class, according to 
defense lawyers. 

Mrs. Afeni Shakur, also 
known as Alice Williams, 22- 
year-old wife of another de-
fendant, was selected by the 
National Panther party office 
at. Oakland, Calif., to be the 
one freed Friday by the bail 
raised by 'clergymen. She had 
been held since in $100,000 and 
party members posted $61,070 
in cash collateral and loans,  to 
obtain her, release. 

Dr., Robert P. Johnson, Gen-
eral Presbyter of the' Presby-
tery of New York, said the 
loans came from Episcopal and 
Presbyterian churches. Their 
help had been requested, he 
said, because it was prejudicial'  
to the rights of the Panthers, 
and amounted ‘'to "preventive 
detention,"`to 'hold them in jail 
for 10 months before their 
trial." 

Nursing Student Involved 
The other woman held in'  

jail since last April is Joan 
Bird, a 20-year-old nursing stu-
dent at Bronx Community Col-
lege who was also working as 
a kindergarten teaching assist-
ant at the time of her. arrest. 

Two other high sehool stu-
dents, in addition to Lonnie 
Epps, are among the defend-
ants. 

The other students are 17 
year-old Eddie Josephs, who 
was a student at Eyander Childs 
High §choorl ,at the.tie ni big  

arrests  held in jail in $25,000 
bail since April, and Alex Mc-
Kiever, 19, 'a student at Benja 
mhi Franklin High School and, 
president of its Afrb-American 
Histbry,Club., He has been held' 
since April in bail of $100,000. 

The two defendants whose 
bail was reduced to $50,000 are 
computer operator, and Michael 
Clark Squires, a 32-year-old 
Tabor, a 22-year-old employe 
of the Panther party.'  

Originally, 21 Panthers were 
indicted, and the group has 
been referred to EIS the "Panther 
21" by groups that hive pro-
tested their arrest. Two of those 
originally indicted are in jail 
in Newark on bank robbery 
charges and three are' still at 
large. The,  two in jail in Newark 
are Donald Weems, also known 
as Kwesi Balagoon, and Richard 
Harris. 

The three, whose where-
abouts are unknown are Na-
thaniel Burns, also known as 
Nathaniel Williams; Larry 
Mack and 'Thomas Berry. 

Lee Berry, a brother of 
Thomas, has been the subject 
of numerous legal moves and 
much publicly expressed indig-
nation by Panther supporters. 

They allege that he suffers 
froni  epilepsy that developed 
while he was in the armed 
forces; in Vietnam, and that his 
physical condition has been ag-
gravated * rough handling in 
PASOti, where he was confined 
in $100,000 bail atfer being ar-
rested in the Veterans Admin-
istration Hospital in Manhat-
tan last April 3. He was trans-
ferred to Bellevue prison ward 
No. 24. 

A 22d defendant and addi-
tional charges against to origi-
nal 21 were added in' 	30- 
count indictment handed up 
against the Panthers last ,NOv. 
17, which,• superseded 'the' pre-
vious, 12-count indictment. 

The new defendant was Fred 
Richardson, 27, of 870 Nostrand 
Avenue, identified 'by Assistant 
District Attorney ' .Joseph 
Phillips as the party's minister 
of information here. Attorney§ 
for the other defendants dis-
avow Mr. Richardson; asserting 
that he had.been expelled: freni 
the party,more than 'a year ago. 

Mr. Ferguson was'released in 
$25,000 bail, which Justlee Mur-
tagh declared forfeited,a.rhonth 
after his arrest when he failed 
to appear as required at a pre-
trial hearing. 

The other .d§fendariti : are 
Curtis Powell, 33, research bio-
chemist and Korean War vet-
eran; Richard Moore, 24-year-
old selfTemployed',painter; 
Lainumba Abdul Shakur„ 26-, 
husband' of ' the woman whose 
bail was Supplied by clergymen 
Friday, and former employe of 
the Harlem Commtnity.Hotising 
Council; John j. cassolo., 31, an 
organizer for the party; Walter 
Johnson, 24, a grocery clerk. 

Also indicted was Robert 
Collier, 32,yeat-old fanner staff 
director of the Tompkins 
Square. Community Center. He 
held this ,Rogtion, after serving 
21 months 'Off a five-year sen-
tence pronounced after he was 
convicted June 15, 1965' of con-
spiring with others ;to hloW up 
national monuments, including 
tile Statue of.  Liberty, and of 
smuggling dynamite from., Can-
ada. 


