
Black Panthers: 
Behind the myth 
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Black Panthers: Serving the people, fighting 
B

y C
arl D

avidson 
T

h
e A

lam
ed

a co
u
n
ty

 jail co
n
tain

s an
 in

stitu
ticin.  

know
n to the black youth of the N

orth O
akland ghetto 

as the "soul-breakers," the solitary confinem
ent cells for 

"disruptive" prisoners. In 1964, the cells w
ere m

ore full 
than usual, follow

ing a series of food strikes and other 
d
em

o
n
stratio

n
s b

y
 b

lack
 p

riso
n
ers th

at ro
ck

ed
 th

e jail 
during the peak m

onths of the civil rights m
ovem

ent. 
O

ne of the prisoners later said the tim
e in solitary 

gave him
 tim

e to think "about the relationship betw
een 

b
ein

g
 o

u
tsid

e o
f jail an

d
 b

ein
g
 in

." T
h
e p

riso
n
er w

as 
H

u
ey

 P
. N

ew
to

n
 an

d
 th

e "so
u
lb

reak
er" cell w

as th
e 

b
irth

p
lace o

f th
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er o
rg

an
izatio

n
 o

f w
h
ich

 
N

ew
ton subsequently becam

e m
inister of defense. H

e is 
presently in jail. 

B
efo

re b
ein

g
 co

n
v
icted

 an
d
 sen

ten
ced

 fo
r a y

ear 
on an assault charge, N

ew
ton had been a law

 student at 
M

erritt C
o
lleg

e, w
h
ere, lik

e an
y
 n

u
m

b
er o

f m
ilitan

t 
young blacks, he had several run-ins w

ith the O
akland 

police. W
hen his sentence w

as up, he got in touch w
ith 

B
obby S

eale, w
ho .he had know

n at M
erritt and together 

w
ith a few

 other friends they form
ed the B

lack P
anther 

P
arty for S

elf-D
efense in the F

all of 1966.- 
"W

e're going to draw
 up a basic platform

," N
ew

-
to

n
 to

ld
 S

eale an
d
 th

e o
th

ers, "th
at th

e m
o
th

ers w
h
o
 

struggled hard to raise us, that the fathers w
ho w

orked 
hard to feed us, that the .young brothers in school w

ho 
co

m
e o

u
t o

f sch
o
o
l sem

i-illiterate, say
in

g
 an

d
 read

in
g
 

broken w
ords, and all of these can read . 	

" (S
ee text 

below
.) 
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F
ro

m
 th

e v
ery

 b
eg

in
n
in

g
, th

e P
an

th
ers' 1

0
-p

o
in

t 
program

 h
as b

een
 th

eir h
allm

ark
 w

ith
in

 th
e left m

o
v
e-

m
en

t. A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, th
is h

as b
een

 th
e asp

ect o
f th

e 
party m

ost obscured by the bourgeois new
s m

edia w
hich 

fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 h

as tried
 to

 p
ass th

e p
arty

 o
ff as a 

hand of apolitical, gun-toting crazies. 
T

h
e p

ress b
ased

 its d
isto

rtio
n
s o

n
 th

e fact th
at th

e 
p
arty

 o
p
en

ly
 ad

v
o
cated

 an
d
 p

racticed
 th

e rig
h
t o

f arm
ed

 
self-d

efen
se. A

n
d
, g

iv
en

 th
e-reig

n
 o

f w
h
ite p

o
lice terro

r 
co

n
stan

tly
 d

irected
 at th

e b
lack

 citizen
s o

f O
ak

lan
d
, th

e 
P

an
th

ers v
iew

ed
 th

is asp
ect o

f th
eir p

ro
g
ram

 as a d
ay

-to
-

d
ay

 n
ecessity

. 
"O

u
r m

essag
e is o

n
e an

d
 th

e sam
e," N

ew
to

n
 said

 
in

 F
e
b
ru

a
ry

 1
9
6
7
. "W

e
're

 g
o
in

g
 to

 ta
lk

 a
b
o
u
t b

la
c
k
 

p
eo

p
le arm

in
g
 th

em
selv

es in
 a*

 p
o
litical fash

io
n
 to

 ex
ert 

o
rg

a
n
iz

e
d
 

fo
rce in

 th
e
 p

o
litic

a
l a

re
n
a
 to

 -se
e
 to

 it th
a
t 

th
eir d

esires an
d
 n

eed
s are m

et. .. . S
o
 ii d

o
esn

't m
atter 

w
h
a
t h

e
a
d
in

g
 y

o
u
 p

u
t o

n
 it, w

e
're

 g
o
in

g
 to

 ta
lk

 a
b
o
u
t 

W
henever black m

en or w
om

en w
ere stopped by 

the police, arm
ed P

anthers w
ould-be on the scene, m

ak-
ing sure their constitutional rights w

ere not violated. T
he 

O
akland police w

ere outraged. B
ut the brutality, harass-

m
ent and obscenity directed at black m

en and w
om

en 
tapered off. T

he program
 w

as a success and new
s of the 

party's existence spread rapidly. 
T

he sight of arm
ed and disciplined groups of P

an-
thers soon becam

e fam
iliar in the B

ay A
rea. T

he party
.  

w
en

t to
 g

reat len
g
th

s, h
o
w

ev
er, to

 stress tw
o
 p

o
in

ts 
ab

o
u
t arm

ed
 self-d

efen
se. F

irst, th
ey

 w
ere o

p
eratin

g
 

w
ith

in
 th

e law
 as d

efin
ed

 b
y
 g

u
n
 reg

u
latio

n
s an

d
 th

e 
constitutional right to bear arm

s. S
econd, that the arm

s 
w

ere to
 serv

e a p
o
litical p

u
rp

o
se an

d
 w

ere n
o
t to

 b
e 

view
ed in purply m

ilitary. term
s,. 

• 
Ju

st h
o
w

 th
e p

arty
 o

p
erated

 w
as sh

o
w

n
 iii th

e 
action taken around the death of D

enzil D
ow

ell early in 
1967. D

ow
ell, a black youth living in N

orth R
ichm

ond, 
C

alif., h
ad

 b
een

 sh
o
t an

d
 k

illed
 b

y
 th

e p
o
lice, w

h
o
se 

o
fficial acco

u
n
t o

f th
e slay

in
g
 co

n
trad

icted
 d

o
zen

s o
f 

black eye-w
itnesses. 

T
h
e D

o
w

ell fam
ily

 h
ad

 called
 in

 th
e P

an
th

ers to
 

investigate and the party decided to hold a streetcorner 
rally

 in
 th

e n
eig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 to

 ex
p
o
se th

e facts o
f th

e 
slaying and the political im

portance of self-defense. T
he 

P
an

th
ers; assu

m
in

g
 th

e p
o
lice w

o
u
ld

 try
 to

 sto
p
 th

e 
rally, decided to dem

onstrate their point on the spot and 
set up arm

ed guards around the rally site. 
H

undreds of black people turned out, m
any carry-

ing their ow
n w

eapons. T
he pblice w

ho cam
e to stop the 

rally quickly turned aw
ay, except for one, caught in the 

m
iddle of the crow

d, w
ho sat quietly and listened to all 

the speeches. 

P
o
lic

e
 ra

id
 C

h
ic

a
g
o
 o

ffic
e
, D

e
c
. 4

, 1
9
6
9
. 

A
t th

at p
o
in

t a p
o
lice h

elico
p
ter b

eg
an

 b
u
zzin

g
 

over the crow
d.-  N

ew
ton pointed up and shouted, "A

nd 
alw

ays rem
em

ber that the spirit of the people is greater 
th

an
 th

e m
an

's tech
n
o
lo

g
y
!" T

h
e 'cro

w
d
 ch

eered
 an

d
 

hundreds signed up to w
ork w

ith the party that day. 
A

t this tim
e, the P

anthers had about 75 m
em

bers 
an

d
 w

ere b
ased

 p
rim

arily
 in

 th
e B

ay
 A

rea. T
h
e p

arty
, 

how
ever, did not view

 itself as only a local O
rganization 

and now
 faced the problem

 of expanding on a statew
ide 

and national level. A
t the sam

e tim
e, the party's initial 

successes had already reverberated to the state legisla-
ture, w

here C
alifornia A

ssem
blym

an D
on M

ulford intro-
d
u
ced

 a g
u
n
 co

n
tro

l b
ill d

esig
n
ed

 as an
 attack

 o
n
 th

e 
P

anthers. 
T

h
e p

arty
 h

ad
 to

 m
eet b

o
th

 th
e p

ro
b
lem

s o
f 

spreading the w
ord and defending their legal rights. A

n 
action w

as planned by N
ew

ton that w
as one of the m

ore 
controversial events in the party's history. W

hile the gun 
b
ill w

as b
ein

g
 d

eb
ated

, o
n
 M

ay
 2

, 1
9
6
7
, 3

0
 arm

ed
 

P
anthers, 24 m

en and 6 w
om

en, w
alked up the steps of 

th
e C

ap
ito

l b
u
ild

in
g
, read

 a statem
en

t ag
ain

st th
e b

ill 
an

d
 statin

g
 th

e p
arty

's p
rin

cip
les an

d
 w

alk
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

visitors gallery of the legislative cham
bers. 

. W
hen the police and press arrived, creating.a flurry 

o
f ex

citem
en

t, th
e P

an
th

ers left th
e b

u
ild

in
g
, read

 th
e 

statem
ent again and started to leave. T

hen they w
ere all 

arrested on a charge of conspiring to disturb the peace 
and held for several days until bailed out. 

A
 P

a
n
th

e
r m

in
is

te
r o

f h
e
a
lth

 a
t w

o
rk

. 

F
ro

m
 th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
rs' p

e
rsp

e
c
tiv

e
, th

e
 a

c
tio

n
 w

a
s 

c
a
re

fu
lly

 p
la

n
n
e
d
 a

n
d
 c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 le
g
a
l a

t e
v
e
ry

 ste
p
. 

T
h
ey

 w
ere actin

g
 n

o
 d

ifferen
tly

 fro
m

 an
y
 `g

lin
 lo

b
b
y
" 

reg
isterin

g
 o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e n

ew
 law

. B
u
t th

e sp
ectre o

f 
"b

lack
s-w

ith
-g

u
n
s-in

v
ad

e-leg
islatu

re" w
as to

o
 m

u
ch

 fo
r 

th
e p

ress to
 tak

e an
d
 th

e n
ew

s m
ed

ia rep
o
rted

 th
e ev

en
t 

acro
ss th

e n
atio

n
. 

T
h
e P

an
th

ers v
iew

ed
 th

e actio
n
 as a su

ccess. "I'm
 

a
c
tin

 r. 



th
eir d

esires an
d
 n

eed
s are m

et. ... S
o
 ri d

o
esn

't m
atter 

w
h

a
t h

e
a
d

in
g

 y
o

u
 p

u
t o

n
 it, w

e
're

 g
o

in
g

 to talk
 ab

o
u
t 

p
o

litical p
o

w
er g

ro
w

in
g

 o
u

t o
f th

e b
arrel o

f a g
u

n
." 

T
h

e p
arty

 p
u

t th
e p

ro
g

ram
 in

to
 p

ractice. A
m

o
n

g
 

th
eir first effo

rts in
 O

ak
lan

d
 w

as th
e fo

rm
atio

n
 o

f co
m

-
m

u
n

ity
 p

o
lice p

atro
ls. N

ew
to

n
 p

u
t h

is law
-sch

o
o

l train
-

in
g

 to
 w

o
rk

 a
n

d
 in

stru
c
te

d
 a

ll p
a
rty

 m
e
m

b
e
rs in

 th
e
 

b
a
sic

 c
o
n
stitu

tio
n
a
l rig

h
ts g

o
v
e
rn

in
g
 a

rre
sts a

n
d
 g

u
n
 

la
w

s. F
ro

m
 th

e
re

, th
e
 p

a
rty

 e
sta

b
lish

e
d
 a

 sy
ste

m
 o

f 
arm

ed
 p

atro
l cars, co

m
p
letely

 leg
al, carry

in
g
 b

o
th

 g
u
n
s 

an
d

 law
 h

o
o

k
s an

d
 fo

llo
w

ed
 p

o
lice p

atro
l cars m

ak
in

g
 

th
eir ro

u
n

d
s o

f th
e g

h
etto

. 

ifel-L-g-A
katit 11 -514N
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4
ie 

P
o

lice
 ra

id
 C

h
ica

g
o

 o
ffice

, D
e

c. 4
,1

9
6

9
. 

S
ev

eral P
an

th
ers ad

d
ressed

 th
e cro

w
d
, ex

p
lain

in
g
 

th
e p

arty
's p

ro
g
ram

. T
h
en

 H
u
ey

 N
ew

to
n
, p

arap
h
rasin

g
 

M
ao

 tse-T
u

n
g

, sp
o

k
e: "T

h
e m

asses o
f th

e p
eo

p
le w

an
t 

p
eace. T

h
e m

asses o
f th

e p
eo

p
le d

o
 n

o
t w

an
t w

ar. T
h
e 

B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
 ad

v
o

cates th
e ab

o
litio

n
 o

f w
ar. B

u
t 

at th
e sam

e tim
e, w

e realize th
at th

e o
n
ly

 w
ay

 y
o
u
 can

 
g

et rid
 o

f w
ar, m

an
y

 tim
es, is th

ro
u

g
h

 a p
ro

cess o
f w

ar. 
T

h
erefo

re, th
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 y
o
u
 can

 g
et rid

 o
f g

u
n
s is to

 g
et 

rid
 o

f th
e
 g

u
n

s o
f th

e
 o

p
p

re
sso

r. T
h

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 m
u

st b
e
 

ab
le to

 p
ick

 u
p
 g

u
n
s, to

 d
efen

d
 th

em
selv

es .... 

T
h
e P

an
th

ers v
iew

ed
 th

e actio
n
 as a su

ccess. 
g
o
in

g
 to

 sh
o
w

 y
o
u
 h

o
w

 sm
art b

ro
th

er H
u
ey

 w
as w

h
. 

p
lan

n
ed

 .S
a
c
ra

m
e
n

to
," B

o
b

b
y

 S
e
a
le

 sta
te

d
. "H

e
 

`N
o

w
 th

e
 p

a
p

e
rs a

re
 g

o
in

g
 to

 c
a
ll u

s th
u

g
s a

n
d

 1
 

lu
m

s 	
B

u
t th

e b
ro

th
ers o

n
 th

e b
lo

ck
, w

h
o
 th

e t 
b

een
 callin

g
 th

u
g

s an
d

 h
o

o
d

lu
m

s fo
r 4

0
0

 y
ears„ th

 
g

o
in

g
 to

 sa
y

, 'T
h

e
m

's so
m

e
 o

u
t o

f sig
h

t th
tig

s 
h

o
o

d
lu

m
s u

p
 th

e
re

 .... W
h

o
 is th

e
se

 th
u

g
s a

n
d

 I 
lu

m
s?' "H

u
ey

 w
as sm

art en
o

u
g

h
 to

 k
n

o
w

," S
eale cc 

u
e
d

, "th
a
t th

e
 b

la
c
k

 p
e
o

p
le

 w
e
re

 g
o

in
g

 to
 sa

y
, 

th
ey

'v
e b

een
 callin

g
 u

s n
ig

g
ers, th

u
g

s an
d

 h
o

o
d

lu
m

 

Political program of the Black Panther party 
F

ollow
ing is the 10-point program

 of the 
B

lack P
anther party, adopted in O

ctober 1966. 
1
. W

e w
an

t freed
o

m
. W

e w
an

t p
o

w
er to

 
d

eterm
in

e th
e d

estin
y

 o
f o

u
r b

lack
 co

m
m

u
n

ity
. 

W
e b

eliev
e th

at b
lack

 p
eo

p
le w

ill n
o
t b

e free 
u

n
til w

e are ab
le to

 d
eterm

in
e o

u
r d

estin
y

. 
2

. W
e w

an
t fu

ll em
p

lo
y

m
en

t fo
r o

u
r p

eo
-

p
le. W

e b
eliev

e th
at, th

e fed
eral g

o
v
ern

m
en

t is 
resp

o
n
sib

le an
d
 o

b
lig

ated
 to

 g
iv

e ev
ery

 m
an

 
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t o

r a g
u
aran

teed
 in

co
m

e. W
e b

e-
liev

e th
at if th

e w
h
ite A

m
erican

 b
utsinessm

en 
w

ill n
o
t g

iv
e fu

ll em
p
lo

y
m

en
t, th

en
 th

e m
ean

s 
o

f p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e tak

en
 fro

m
 th

e b
u

si-
n

essm
en

 an
d

 p
laced

 in
 th

e co
m

m
u

n
ity

 so
 th

at 
th

e p
eo

p
le o

f th
e co

m
m

u
n
ity

 can
 o

rg
an

ize an
d
 

em
p

lo
y

 all o
f its p

eo
p

le an
d

 g
iv

e .a h
ig

h
 stan

-
dard of living. 

3
. W

e w
an

t an
 en

d
 to

 th
e ro

b
b
ery

 b
y
 th

e 
cap

italist o
f o

u
r b

lack
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

. W
e b

eliev
e 

th
at th

is racist g
o

v
ern

m
en

t h
as ro

b
b

ed
 u

s an
d

 
n

o
w

 w
e are d

em
an

d
in

g
 th

e o
v
erd

u
e d

eb
t o

f 4
0
 

acres and tw
o m

ules. F
orty acres and tw

o m
ules 

w
as p

ro
m

ised
 1

0
0
 y

ears ag
o
 as restitu

tio
n
 fo

r 
slav

e lab
o

r an
d

 m
ass m

u
rd

er o
f b

lack
 p

eo
p

le. 
W

e w
ill accep

t th
e p

ay
m

en
t in

 cu
rren

cy
 w

h
ich

 
w

ill b
e d

istrib
u
ted

 to
 o

u
r m

an
y
 co

m
m

u
n
ities. 

T
h

e G
erm

an
s are n

o
w

 aid
in

g
 th

e Jew
s in

 Israel 
fo

r th
e g

en
o
cid

e o
f th

e Jew
ish

 p
eo

p
le. T

h
e 

G
erm

ans m
urdered six m

illion Jew
s. T

he A
m

er- 

ican
 racist h

as tak
en

 p
art in

 th
e slau

g
h
ter o

f 
over 50 m

illion black people; therefore, w
e feel 

th
at th

is is a m
o

d
est d

em
an

d
 th

at w
e m

ak
e. 

4
. W

e w
ant decent housing, fit for shelter 

o
f h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g

s. W
e b

eliev
e th

at if th
e w

h
ite 

lan
d
lo

rd
s w

ill n
o
t g

iv
e d

ecen
t h

o
u
sin

g
 to

 o
u
r 

black com
m

unity, then the housing and the land 
sh

o
u
ld

 b
e m

ad
e in

to
 co

o
p
erativ

es so
 th

at o
u
r 

co
m

m
u
n
ity

, w
ith

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t aid
, can

 b
u
ild

 
and m

ake decent housing for its people. 
5

. W
e w

an
t ed

u
catio

n
 fo

r o
u

r p
eo

p
le th

at 
ex

p
o
ses th

e tru
e n

atu
re o

f th
is d

ecad
en

t A
m

er- 
ican

 so
ciety

. W
e w

an
t ed

u
catio

n
 th

at teach
es u

s 
o

u
r tru

e h
isto

ry
 an

d
 o

u
r ro

le in
 th

e p
resen

t-d
ay

 
so

ciety
. W

e b
eliev

e in
 an

 ed
u
catio

n
al sy

stem
 

that w
ill give to our people a know

ledge of self. 
If a m

an
 d

o
es n

o
t h

av
e k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f h
im

self 
an

d
 h

is p
o
sitio

n
 in

 so
ciety

 an
d
 th

e w
o
rld

, th
en

 
he has little chance to relate to anything else. 

6
. W

e w
an

t all b
lack

 m
en

 • to
 b

e ex
em

p
t 

fro
m

 m
ilitary

 serv
ice. W

e b
eliev

e th
at B

lack
 

p
e
o
p
le

 sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 fo

rc
e
d
 to

 fig
h
t in

 th
e
 

m
ilitary

 serv
ice to

 d
efen

d
 a racist g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

th
at d

o
es n

o
t p

ro
tect u

s. W
e w

ill n
o

t fig
h

t an
d

 
k
ill o

th
er p

eo
p
le o

f co
lo

r in
 th

e w
o
rld

 w
h
o
, lik

e 
b
lack

 p
eo

p
le, are b

ein
g
 v

ictim
ized

 b
y
 th

e w
h
ite 

racist g
o

v
ern

m
en

t o
f A

m
erica. W

e w
ill p

ro
tect 

o
u

rselv
es fro

m
 th

e fo
rce an

d
 v

io
len

ce o
f th

e 
racist p

o
lice an

d
 th

e racist m
ilitary

, b
y
 w

h
at-

ever m
eans necessary. 

7
.W

e w
an

t an
 im

m
ed

iate en
d

 to
 p

o
lice  

b
ru

tality
 an

d
 m

u
rd

er o
f b

lack
 p

eo
p
le. W

,  
liev

e w
e can

 en
d

 p
o

lice b
ru

tality
 in

 o
u

r 1
 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

 b
y

 o
rg

an
izin

g
 b

lack
 self-d

el 
g

ro
u

p
s th

a
t a

re
 d

e
d

ic
a
te

d
 to

 d
e
fe

n
d

in
g

 
b
lack

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

 fro
m

 racist p
o
lice o

p
p
re: 

an
d

 b
ru

tality
. T

h
e S

eco
n

d
 A

m
en

d
m

en
t tt 

C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
 o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates g

iv
es ,a 

to
 b

ear arm
s. W

e th
erefo

re b
eliev

e th
at all t 

people should arm
 them

selves for self-defm
 

8
. W

e w
an

t freed
o
m

 fo
r all b

lack
 

h
eld

 in
 fed

eral, state, co
u

n
ty

 an
d

 city
 p

ri 
a
n
d
 ja

ils. W
e
 b

e
lie

v
e
 th

a
t a

ll b
la

c
k
 p

e
 

sh
o
u
ld

 b
e released

 fro
m

 th
e m

an
y
 jails 

p
riso

n
s b

ecau
se th

ey
 h

av
e n

o
t receiv

ed
 a 

and im
partial trial: 

9
. W

e w
ant all black people w

hen bro 
to

 trial to
 b

e tried
 in

 co
u

rt b
y

 a ju
ry

 o
f 

p
eer g

ro
u

p
 o

r p
eo

p
le fro

m
 th

eir b
lack

 
m

u
n

ities, as-d
efin

ed
 b

y
 th

e C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

 o
f 

U
n

ited
 S

tates .... 
1

0
. W

e w
an

t lan
d

, b
read

, h
o

u
sin

g
, ed

 
tio

n
, clo

th
in

g
, ju

stice an
d
 p

eace. A
n
d
 as 

m
ajo

r p
o

litical o
b

jectiv
e, a U

n
ited

 N
ati 

su
p
erv

ised
 p

leb
iscite to

 b
e h

eld
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t 

b
lack

 co
lo

n
y
 in

 w
h
ich

 o
n
ly

 b
lack

 co
lo

n
ial 

je
c
ts w

ill b
e
 a

llo
w

e
d

 to
 p

a
rtic

ip
a
te

, fo
r 

p
u
rp

o
se o

f d
eterm

in
in

g
 th

e w
ill o

f b
lack

 p
e 

as to
 th

eir n
atio

n
al d

estin
y

 ... . 

2
 /P

A
N

T
H

E
R

S
 /F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 1

9
7

0
 /G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

 



'JP
 

s
r
a

•a
r
... M

M
M

M
M

M
 

M
 	

1
1
0
.1

P
ir. 

police repression 
400 y

ears, th
at ain

't g
o

n
' h

u
rt m

e, I'm
 g

o
in

g
 to

 ch
eck

 
o
u
t w

h
at th

ese b
ro

th
ers is d

o
in

g
!' " 

B
u

t th
e su

ccess w
as n

o
t w

ith
o

u
t certain

 d
raw

-
backs. O

n the plus side, the P
anthers w

ere now
 national-

ly know
n and w

ithin a, few
 m

onths claim
ed branches in 

L
os A

ngeles, T
ennessee, G

eorgia, N
ew

 Y
ork and D

etroit. 
H

u
n

d
red

s o
f b

lack
 g

h
etto

 y
o

u
th

 w
ere attracted

 to
 th

e 
party and its program

. 
O

n the other. side, B
obby S

eale and several others 
serv

ed
 a six

-m
o

n
th

 p
riso

n
 sen

ten
ce: as a resu

lt o
f th

e 
actio

n
. T

h
e g

u
n
 restrictio

n
s w

ere p
assed

 an
d
 th

e p
o
lice 

an
d
 n

ew
s m

ed
ia u

sed
 'th

e p
u
b
licity

, w
h
ich

 h
ad

 w
o
rk

ed
 

fo
r th

e P
an

th
ers in

 th
e b

lack
 co

m
m

u
n

ity
, to

 in
itiate a 

racist hysteria against the party am
ong w

hites. T
he cam

-
paign w

as often successful and the reaction reached into 
som

e sectors of the black com
m

unity as w
ell. 

F
ro

m
 th

e P
an

th
er p

o
in

t o
f v

iew
, th

e w
h
ite reac-

tio
n

 w
as n

o
t th

e resu
lt o

f an
y

 "m
istak

e" o
n

 th
eir p

art, 
but an unavoidable initial aspect of the course of revolu-
tio

n
ary

 stru
g
g
le in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates th

at w
o
u
ld

 ev
en

=
 

tually be overcom
e. 

T
w

o
 p

o
litical d

yn
am

ics 
"W

e feel th
ere are tw

o
 th

in
g
s h

ap
p
en

in
g
 in

 th
is 

country," said E
ldridge C

leaver, the now
-exiled m

inister 
o
f in

fo
rm

atio
n
. "Y

o
u
 h

av
e a b

lack
 co

lo
n
y
 an

d
 y

o
u
 h

av
e 

th
e w

h
ite m

o
th

er co
u
n
try

 an
d
 y

o
u
 h

av
e tw

o
 d

ifferen
t 

sets of political dynam
ics involved in these tw

o relation- 
sh

ip
s. W

h
a
t's c

a
lle

d
 fo

r in
 th

e
 m

o
th

e
r c

o
u

n
try

 is a
 

rev
o
lu

tio
n
 an

d
 th

ere's a b
lack

 lib
eratio

n
 stru

g
g
le called

 
fo

r in
 th

e co
lo

n
y
." 

W
h
at th

e "d
ifferen

t d
y
n
am

ics" m
ean

t w
as th

at 
w

h
ites, ev

en
 rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 w
h
ites, w

o
u
ld

 ten
d
 to

 d
isto

rt 
o
r m

isu
n

d
erstan

d
 th

e n
atu

re o
f th

e b
lack

 stru
g

g
le u

n
til 

black control over the m
ovem

ent in the colony had been 
estab

lish
ed

. O
n
ce th

at w
as reso

lv
ed

, th
en

 u
n
ity

 b
etw

een
 

the tw
o struggles w

as not only possible but desirable. 
F

o
llo

w
in

g
 th

e S
acram

en
to

 actio
n
 an

d
 th

e leg
al 

d
efen

se th
ey

 h
ad

 b
u

ilt aro
u

n
d

 it, th
e P

an
th

ers co
n

tin
u

ed
 

th
eir o

p
eratio

n
s in

 th
e O

ak
lan

d
 b

lack
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

. T
h
e 

p
o

lice p
atro

ls co
n

tin
u

ed
, as w

ell as th
e p

arty
's ed

u
ca-

tio
n
al w

o
rk

 aro
u
n
d
 its 1

0
-p

o
in

t p
ro

g
ram

 an
d
 th

e estab
-

lishm
ent of the B

lack P
anther new

spaper. 
T

he party also continued and developed further its 
p

o
licy

 o
f fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 o

n
 w

h
atev

er im
m

ed
iate 

p
ro

b
lem

s b
lack

 p
eo

p
le w

o
u
ld

 p
resen

t to
 it an

d
 see th

at 
they w

ere solved. 

W
h

at m
ad

e th
e d

eb
ate so

 in
ten

se w
as th

e em
er-

g
en

ce o
f th

e P
eace an

d
. F

reed
o
m

 p
arty

 as a p
o
litical 

fo
rce in

 th
e C

alifo
rn

ia left an
d
 ev

en
tu

ally
 acro

ss th
e 

co
u
n
try

. T
h
e P

F
P

 w
as a co

alitio
n
 'm

ain
ly

 o
f w

h
ite left-

lib
erals an

d
 rad

icals o
rg

an
ized

 as a th
ird

 p
arty

 electo
ral 

altern
ativ

e in
 o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 th
e V

ietn
am

 w
ar an

d
 in

 
support of black liberation. 

T
h

e P
an

th
ers saw

 in
 th

e P
F

P
's cam

p
aig

n
 m

a-
ch

in
ery

 a ch
an

ce fo
r a w

id
er ed

u
catio

n
al cam

p
aig

n
 in

 
N

ew
to

n
's d

efen
se. B

u
t th

e p
arty

 h
eld

  th
at an

y
 "fu

n
c-

tio
n

al co
alitio

n
" w

ith
 w

h
ites co

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 b

e fo
rm

ed
 o

n
 

th
e b

asis o
f su

p
p
o
rt fo

r th
e d

em
an

d
 to

 "F
ree H

u
ey

." 
T

h
u

s, to
 fo

rm
 th

e allian
ce, th

e w
h

ite rad
icals h

ad
 to

 w
in

 
o
v
er th

e lib
erals,' m

an
y
 o

f w
h
o
m

 saw
 th

e P
an

th
ers as a 

th
reat to

 th
e P

F
P

's v
o

te-g
ettin

g
 "resp

ectab
ility

." 
A

s th
e tim

e ap
p
ro

ach
ed

 fo
r th

e P
F

P
 to

 file its 
b

allo
t p

etitio
n

s at th
e en

d
 o

f 1
9

6
7

, a sh
o

rtag
e o

f sig
n

a-
tu

res fo
rced

 th
e issu

e. T
h
e rad

icals w
o
n
 o

u
t an

d
 th

e 
allian

ce w
as fo

rm
ed

. T
h
e P

an
th

ers to
o
k
 th

e p
etitio

n
s 

in
to

 th
e
 b

la
c
k
 c

o
m

m
u
n
ity

 a
n
d
 p

u
t th

e
 P

F
P

 o
n
 th

e
 

b
allo

t—
b

u
t w

ith
 H

u
ey

 N
ew

to
n

, B
o

b
b

y
 S

eale an
d

 K
ath

-
leen

 C
leav

er as can
d
id

ates fo
r state o

ffices ru
n
n
in

g
 o

n
 

th
e b

asis o
f th

e P
an

th
er• 1

0
-p

o
in

t p
ro

g
ram

. E
ld

rid
g

e 
C

leaver w
as to be the C

alifornia P
F

P
's P

residential candi-
date, pending the national convention. 

T
h

e p
arty

's co
alitio

n
 w

ith
 th

e P
F

P
 g

av
e th

em
 an

 
im

m
ediate public political exposure—

am
ong both blacks 

an
d
 w

h
ites—

th
at w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e.  b
een

 d
ifficu

lt to
 attain

 
otherw

ise. A
nd, given the needs of N

ew
ton's defense and 

th
e p

ro
b

ab
ility

 o
f fu

rth
er rep

ressio
n

, th
e m

o
v

e w
as seen

 
as im

portant. if not necessary, for the party's survival.  

th
e P

an
th

ers' relatio
n
sh

ip
 to

 o
th

er fo
rces in

 th
e b

lack
 

m
ovem

ent. 
• 

S
q

o
n

 after th
e P

F
P

 cam
p

aig
n

 aid
 th

e.d
cfen

se o
f 

N
ew

ton got underw
ay, the anticipated police repression 

b
eg

an
: O

n
 Jan

. 1
6
, 1

9
6
8
, p

o
lice raid

ed
 th

e C
leav

ers' 
h

o
m

e. 'F
ro

m
 th

en
 o

n
," said

 K
ath

leen
 C

leav
er, "th

e 
harassm

ent of the P
arty intensified." 

• 
A

 m
onth ,later, follow

ing a raid on his !M
ine, S

eale 
• w

as,-arrested
 an

d
 ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 co
m

m
it 

m
u
rd

er. N
ew

ly
 fo

rm
ed

 p
arty

 b
ran

ch
eS

 w
ere h

arassed
 

acro
ss th

e co
u

n
try

. O
n

 A
p

ril 3
, a p

u
b

lic p
arty

 m
eetin

g
 

w
as b

ro
k
en

 u
p
 b

y
 arm

ed
 illeg

al seareb
es b

y
 O

ak
lan

d
 

P
olice. T

hen, on .A
pril 6, tw

o days afterlthe K
ing assassi-

nation, dozens of police opened fire on, a hom
e w

here a 
P

an
th

er .m
eetin

g
 w

as tak
in

g
 p

lace. B
o
b
b
y
 H

u
tto

n
. a 

fO
u

n
d

er o
f th

e p
arty

, w
as m

u
rd

ered
 :w

h
ile try

in
g

 to
 

surrender and E
ldridge C

leaver w
as w

ounded and placed 
under arrest. 

H
u

ey's trial • 	
;. 

T
h

e trial o
f H

u
ey

 N
ew

to
n

 lasted
 fro

n
t Ju

ly
 I S

 to
 

S
ept. 8 and m

arked a high point in the P
anthers' history. 

T
h
e p

u
b
lic atten

tio
n
 g

iv
en

 th
e trial, d

u
e in

 larg
e p

art to
 

the defense efforts and the P
F

P
 cam

paign, provided the 
P

an
th

er's w
ith

 an
 ex

cellen
t o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

, n
o
t o

n
ly

 to
 

defend N
ew

ton, but to w
age a political offensive' as w

ell. 
F

ro
m

 start to
 fin

ish
, th

e trial w
as v

iew
ed

 as a 
m

odel political defense. N
ew

ton's law
yer, C

harles G
arry, 

ex
p

o
sed

 th
e class an

d
 racial b

ias b
u

ilt in
to

 th
e co

u
rt 

system
 at every step. W

ithin the trial, N
ew

ton m
anaged 

to
 ex

p
lain

 th
e P

an
th

er p
ro

g
ram

 an
d

 w
h

y
 h

e w
as a 

political prisoner, as w
ell as dem

onstrate his innocence. 
O

u
tsid

e th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

, th
e p

arty
 m

o
b
ilized

 th
e co

m
-

m
unity in a continual series of m

ass rallies. 
W

h
en

 th
e v

erd
ict cam

e in
, th

e P
o

litical ch
aracter 

o
f th

e trial b
ecam

e ap
p
aren

t. N
ew

to
n
 w

as co
n
v
icted

 o
f 

in
v

o
lu

n
tary

 m
an

slau
g

h
ter, a ch

arg
e o

f w
h

ich
 h

e co
u

ld
 

not possibly have been guilty. T
he evidence of the trial 

w
as su

ch
 th

at h
e co

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 b

e g
u

ilty
 o

r in
n

o
cen

t o
f 

first-d
eg

ree m
u
rd

er. T
h
e "co

m
p
ro

m
ise v

erd
ict sim

p
ly

 
revealed the politiC

al forces at play. 

R
eag

an
 ad

m
in

istratio
n

 en
rag

ed
 

C
alifo

rn
ia's R

eag
an

 ad
m

in
istratio

n
 an

d
 th

e O
ak

-
land police w

ho w
anted N

ew
ton executed w

ere enraged 
at th

e o
u

tco
m

e o
f th

e trial. O
n

ly
 h

o
u

rs after th
e v

erd
ict 

w
as 

a
n

n
o

u
n

c
e
d

. 
th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
r n

ffire
 	

"tilts 



IL
 4

1
1
1
u

 
J

C
C

 
tIld

t 
they w

ere solved. 

ration school in .F. 
N

ew
to

n
 stated

, ag
ain

 an
d

 ag
ain

, th
at th

e p
atty

 
"w

as th
e p

eo
p
le's p

arty
" an

d
 w

as "lik
e an

 o
x
en

, to
 b

e 
rid

d
en

 b
y

, th
e p

eo
p

le an
d
 serv

e th
e n

eed
s o

f th
e p

eo
p

le." 
If th

e'p
eo

ple w
an

ted
 a traffic lig

h
t, th

e P
an

th
ers to

ld
 th

e 
p
o
lice to

 in
stall o

n
e im

m
ed

iately
 o

r th
e p

arty
 w

o
u
ld

 
sta

rt d
ire

c
tin

g
 tra

ffic
. If b

la
c
k
 c

h
ild

re
n
 w

e
re

 b
e
in

g
 

h
arassed

 in
 th

e sch
o

o
ls, th

e P
an

th
ers o

rg
an

ized
 m

o
th

ers 
to

 p
atro

l th
e h

alls w
h

ile arm
ed

 p
arty

 m
em

b
ers sto

o
d

 
g
u
ard

 o
u
tsid

e. L
ib

eratio
n
 sch

o
o
ls w

ere also
 set u

p
 after 

regular classes w
ere over. 

B
u

t as th
e p

arty
's su

ccesses g
rew

, so
 d

id
 th

e in
ten

-
sity

 o
f p

o
lice h

arassm
en

t. P
o

lice b
u

lletin
 b

o
ard

s b
lo

s-
so

m
ed

 w
ith

 d
escrip

tio
n
s o

f p
arty

 m
em

b
ers an

d
 th

eir 
cars. O

n
 fo

o
t o

r d
riv

in
g

 aro
u

n
d

, P
an

th
ers w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
sto

p
p
ed

 an
d
 arrested

 o
n
 ch

arg
es ran

g
in

g
 fro

m
 p

etty
 

traffic violations to spitting on the sidew
alk. (S

ee statis- • 
tics of police harassm

ent, page 4.) 
O

n
 O

ct. 2
8

, 1
9

6
7

, th
e issu

e cam
e to

 a h
ead

: early
 

in
 th

e m
o

rn
in

g
, a p

o
lice car rep

o
rted

, "I h
av

e a P
an

th
er 

car." S
ev

eral h
o
u
rs later, o

n
e p

o
licem

an
 w

as d
ead

 an
d
 

H
u

ey
 N

ew
to

n
 w

as u
n

d
er arrest w

ith
 fo

u
r b

u
llet w

o
u

n
d

s 
in his stom

ach. W
hen he recovered, he w

as charged w
ith 

m
u
rd

er an
d
 lo

ck
ed

 in
 A

lam
ed

a C
o
u
n
ty

 jail w
ith

o
u
t b

ail. 
N

ew
to

n
 im

m
ed

iately
 p

ro
claim

ed
 h

is in
n

o
cen

ce, 
b
u
t th

e p
o
lice an

d
 p

ress o
n
ce ag

ain
 w

h
ip

p
ed

 u
p
 an

d
 

in
ten

sified
 a racist, h

y
sterical reactio

n
'to

 b
o
th

 N
ew

to
n
 

an
d
 th

e B
lack

 • P
an

th
er p

arty
. F

o
r its p

art, th
e p

arty
 

m
o
b
ilized

 its fo
rces fo

r a "F
ree H

u
ey

" d
efen

se cam
-

paign. W
hile thousands of people, black and w

hite, rallied 
to

 N
ew

to
n
's d

efen
se, in

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 th

e u
n
eq

u
iv

o
cal 

dem
and to "F

ree H
uey" w

as the cause of som
e footdrag-

g
in

g
 in

 th
e w

h
ite lib

eral an
d

 rad
ical co

m
m

u
n

ity
. M

an
y

 
arg

u
ed

 th
at th

e d
em

an
d

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e "F

air T
rial fo

r H
u

ey
" 

w
hich w

ould supposedly w
in w

ider support. 
B

u
t th

e P
an

th
ers w

ere w
ag

in
g
 a p

o
litical d

efen
se 

an
d
 h

eld
 to

 th
e p

o
sitio

n
 in

 th
eir p

ro
g
ram

 th
at b

lack
 

p
eo

p
le co

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 receiv

e a fair trial b
y

 a ju
ry

 o
f th

eir 
peers. S

ince the colonial and class .character of the C
ali-

fo
rn

ia co
u
rts p

reclu
d
ed

 th
at p

o
ssib

ility
, th

e o
n
ly

 ju
st 

d
em

an
d

-an
d

 th
e o

n
ly

 o
n

e th
at m

ad
e sen

se-w
as th

at 
H

uey N
ew

ton be set free. 

0
1
1
1
1
1
1
11r  1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

1
1

P
 

Fred H
am

pton at a C
hicago rally, 1968. 

• 
T

h
e P

an
th

ers saw
 th

e allian
ce as p

rin
cip

led
, re-

specting the rights of black people to self-determ
ination. 

T
h

e m
u

tu
al ag

reem
en

t w
as th

at th
e P

an
th

ers, w
o

u
ld

 set 
th

e P
F

P
 lin

e o
n
 all issu

es related
 to

 th
e b

lack
 co

m
m

u
n
-

ity
. A

ll o
th

er p
o

licy
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e fo
rm

u
lated

 o
n

 th
e b

asis o
f 

o
n

e-m
an

, o
n

e-v
o

te. A
s E

ld
rid

g
e C

leav
er su

m
m

ed
 it u

p
: 

"W
e ap

p
ro

ach
ed

 th
e w

h
o
le th

in
g
 fro

m
 th

e p
o
in

t o
f v

iew
 

o
f in

tern
atio

n
al relatio

n
s. W

e feel th
at o

u
r co

alitio
n

 is 
p
art o

f o
u
r fo

reig
n
 p

o
licy

 .... " 
N

ev
erth

eless, a n
u
m

b
er o

f b
lack

 rad
icals o

u
tsid

e 
the party view

ed the alliance w
ith w

hites w
ith dism

ay, if 
n
o
t as a sell-o

u
t. T

h
e m

ain
 th

ru
st o

f b
lack

 p
o
w

er-th
e 

legitim
acy and necessity for blacks td form

 independent, 
all-black organizations-had only recently been establish-
ed. 

T
h
e issu

e w
as co

m
p
licated

 by 
th

e fact th
at th

e 
P

an
th

ers w
ere in

 th
e p

ro
cess o

f fo
rm

in
g
 a "m

erg
er w

ith
 

S
N

C
C

, w
h
ich

 w
as fo

rm
ally

 an
n
o
u
n
ced

 at an
 O

ak
lan

d
 

"F
ree H

u
ey

" rally
 o

n
. F

eb
. 1

7
, 1

9
6

8
. T

h
e p

rin
cip

le 
lead

ers o
f S

N
C

C
-Jam

es F
o
rm

an
, S

to
k
ely

 C
arm

ich
ael 

an
d
 H

. R
ap

 B
ro

w
n
-w

ere n
am

ed
 to

 lead
in

g
 p

o
sitio

n
s in

 
th

e p
arty

, w
ith

 th
e lead

ers o
f b

o
th

 g
ro

u
p

s an
n

o
u

n
cin

g
 a 

plan to form
 a m

ass black political party. 
T

h
e "m

erg
er" w

as sh
o
rt-liv

ed
 an

d
 b

eg
an

 to
 cru

m
-

ble alm
ost as soon as it w

as form
ed. W

hile the full story 
is still n

o
t k

n
o
w

n
, th

e ev
en

t w
as sig

n
ifican

t in
 sh

ap
in

g
 4 

at th
e o

u
tco

m
e o

f th
e trial. O

n
ly

 h
o

u
rs after th

e v
erd

ict 
w

as an
n

o
u

n
ced

, th
e P

an
th

er o
ffice W

as rid
d

led
 w

ith
 

b
u

llets b
y

 d
ru

n
k

en
 co

p
s. O

n
 S

ep
t. 2

7
, th

e d
ay

 N
ew

to
n

 
'w

as sentenced, the courts reversed the decision on C
lea-

ver's parole and gave him
 60 days to return to prison. 

C
leaver had played a leading role in N

ew
ton's and 

the party'S
 defense. A

fter the C
alifornia P

F
P

 nam
ed him

 
its P

residential candidate, several other states had follow
-

ed
 su

it. T
h

is h
ad

 o
p

en
ed

 u
p

 a w
id

e ran
g

e o
f sp

eak
in

g
 

en
g

ag
em

en
ts aro

u
n

d
 th

e co
u

n
try

, alo
n

g
 w

ith
 g

reater 
access to the new

s m
edia. 

In
 A

u
g

u
st, h

e w
o

n
 th

e n
atio

n
al P

F
P

 n
o

m
in

atio
n

, 
ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 h

is n
am

e w
as k

ep
t o

ff sev
eral state b

allo
ts 

(including C
alifornia's) because of his youth. T

he educa- 
tio

n
al effect o

f th
e cam

p
aig

n
 h

ad
 clearly

 h
elp

ed
 th

e 
p
arty

's su
rv

iv
al an

d
 ev

en
 led

 to
 its g

ro
w

th
. In

 th
e en

d
, 

th
e o

fficial electio
n
 tallies g

av
e h

im
 alm

o
st 2

0
0
,0

0
0
 

v
o
tes. In

 N
o
v
em

b
er, C

leav
er w

en
t in

to
 fo

reig
n
 ex

ile 
rather than return to prison, w

here he believed he w
ould 

be killed. 
T

h
e p

arty
, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 d
ro

p
p
ed

 th
e "fo

r self-d
e-

fense" from
 its nam

e to reem
phasize its.political charac- 

ter, w
as n

o
w

 larg
er th

an
 ev

er, w
ith

 3
0
 b

ran
ch

es an
d
 

p
erh

ap
s a th

o
u
san

d
 m

em
b
ers at th

e en
d
 o

f 1
9
6
8
. "W

e 
g

av
e th

e w
h

o
le y

ear o
f 1

9
6

8
 to

 th
e p

ig
s," said

 S
eale, 

co
m

m
en

tin
g
 o

n
 th

e rep
ressio

n
, "an

d
 th

an
k
 th

em
 fo

r 
organizing our organization." 

(C
ontinued on page 81 
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 E
. 4
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 S

t., N
e
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o
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r m
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.S
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n
 all b

u
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Bobby Seigle 
explain 

Panther politics 
B

la
ck

 P
a

n
th

er p
a

rty
 ch

a
irm

a
n

 B
o

b
b

y
 S

ea
le is 

serv
in

g
 a

 fo
u

r-y
ea

r p
riso

n
 term

 fo
r co

n
tem

p
t o

f fed
era

l 
ju

d
g
e J

u
liu

s H
o
ffm

a
n

's co
n

sp
ira

cy
 tria

l co
u

rt in
 C

h
ica

g
o
. 

S
e
n

te
n

c
e
 w

a
s im

p
o

se
d

. in
 N

o
v
e
m

b
e
r
 a

fte
r
 S

e
a

le
 w

a
s 

b
o

u
n

d
 a

n
d

 g
a

g
g

ed
 in

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 w
h

en
 h

e so
u

g
h

t to
 

rep
resen

t h
im

self d
u

rin
g
 th

e C
h

ica
g
o
 8

 tria
l in

 th
e a

b
-

sen
ce o

f h
is la

w
y
er. H

e still m
u

st sta
n

d
 tria

l a
g

a
in

 o
n

 
ch

a
rg

es resu
ltin

g
 fro

m
 th

e co
n

fro
n

ta
tio

n
 in

 C
h

ica
g

o
 d

u
r-

in
g

 th
e D

em
o

cra
tic co

n
v

en
tio

n
. In

 a
d

d
itio

n
, th

e p
a

rty
 

ch
a
irm

a
n

 is a
w

a
itin

g
 ex

tra
d

itio
n

 to
 C

o
n

n
ecticu

t fo
r h

is 
a

lleg
ed

 ro
le in

 th
e ca

se o
f th

e N
ew

 H
a

v
en

 P
a

n
th

er 1
4
, 

a
ccu

sed
 o

f m
u

rd
erin

g
 P

a
n

th
er A

lex
 R

a
ck

ley
. F

o
llo

w
in

g
 

is a
n

 in
te

r
v
ie

w
 c

o
n

d
u

c
te

d
 w

ith
 S

e
a
le

 F
e
b

. 1
1
 in

 S
a
n

 
F

ra
n

cisco
 C

o
u

n
ty

 ja
il b

y
 G

u
a

rd
ia

n
 sta

ff co
rresp

o
n

d
en

t 
F

ran
cis F

u
rey

. 

Y
ou have been in jail since A

ugust. C
ould you give 

som
e details on your treatm

ent in jail since then. - 
W

e
ll I'v

e
 b

e
e
n
 in

 a
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f ja
ils sin

c
e
 

I 
w

as 
at rested

 A
u
g
. 1

9
--S

.F
. C

o
u
n
ty

 an
d
 C

o
o
k
 C

o
u
n
ty

 [C
h
i-

ag
o
] an

d
 a n

u
m

b
er o

f o
th

er jails acro
ss th

e co
u
n
try

. In
 

S
.F

. C
o
u
n
ty

 ja
il I w

a
s th

ro
w

n
 in

 th
e
 h

o
le

 fo
r h

a
v
in

g
 a

 
P

a
n

th
e
r p

a
rty

 n
e
w

sp
a
p

e
r th

a
t o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 g

u
a
rd

s 
h
ere actu

ally
 let m

e h
av

e after m
y
 law

y
er, C

h
arles G

arry
, 

lu
csted

 th
at I 

h
a
v
e
 it b

a
se

d
 o

n
 th

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t I h

a
d
 to

 
In

a L
e so

m
e n

o
tes an

d
 o

u
tlin

es o
n
 so

m
e sp

eech
es th

at I 
h
a
d
 m

a
d
e
, th

e
 c

o
n
te

n
t o

f w
h
ic

h
 w

a
s to

 c
o
m

e
 u

p
 in

 
C

O
d
 r

t. C
o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 d

escrib
e th

e h
o
le? 

T
h

e
 h

o
le

 itse
lf is a

 b
o

x
 fiv

e
 fe

e
t w

id
e
 a

n
d

 se
v
e
n
 

feet lo
n
g
. Y

o
u
 h

av
e n

o
 b

ed
, n

o
 b

u
n
k
, n

o
 to

ilet. T
h
ere is 

o
n
ly

 a
 h

o
le

 in
 th

e
 flo

o
r w

h
e
re

 o
n
e
 c

o
u
ld

 d
e
fe

c
a
te

, 
u
lu

la
te

 a
n
d
 th

is o
fte

n
 o

v
e
rflo

w
s. T

h
is h

o
le

 w
a
s ru

le
d
 

m
ic

o
n
stitu

tio
n
a
l b

y
 sta

te
 su

p
re

m
e
 c

o
u
rt in

 1
9
6
6
. T

h
e
 

ru
lin

g
 sta

te
d

 th
a
t a

 m
a
n

's su
p

p
o

se
d

 to
 h

a
v

e
 a

t le
a
st a

., 
111,,i1T

etiti o
f so

m
e k

in
d
, fu

ll m
eals an

d
 a to

ilet. R
ecen

tly
 

iticr, iris b
een

 a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f co
u
n
ty

 jail 

H
uey N

ew
ton and E

ldridge C
leaver. H

uey w
as in jail and 

C
leav

er w
as in

 p
o
litical ex

ile an
d
 I th

in
k
 th

ey
 also

 saw
 

th
e n

ecessity
 to

 m
o
v
e o

n
 m

e. A
t th

e tim
e I w

as ch
arg

ed
 I 

w
as o

n
 a sp

eak
in

g
 to

u
r in

 th
e S

can
d
in

av
ian

 co
u
n
tries so

 
p

erh
ap

s th
ey

 w
ere h

o
p

in
g

 I w
o

u
ld

n
't co

m
e b

ack
. A

ll in
 

all, th
eir reaso

n
s fo

r m
o

v
in

g
 ag

ain
st m

e are th
e sam

e as 
th

e reaso
n

s th
ey

 are n
o

w
 m

o
v

in
g

 ag
ain

st b
ro

th
er [D

a-
v
id

] H
illiard

 an
d
 o

th
er P

an
th

er lead
ers. T

h
ey

 d
o
n
't h

av
e 

any evidence against m
e. A

ll I did w
as m

ake a speech [in 
C

h
icag

o
] ab

o
u
t th

e rig
h
t to

 self-d
efen

se ag
ain

st b
ru

tal, 
u

n
ju

st attack
. W

e'v
e alw

ay
s m

ad
e sp

eech
es lik

e th
is, b

u
t 

th
ey

 tu
rn

ed
 it aro

u
n
d
 an

d
 said

 th
at I w

as ad
v
o
catin

g
 a 

rio
t. T

h
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 sh
o
w

s th
at w

e d
o
n
't b

e-
liev

e in
 sp

o
n
tan

eo
u
s rio

ts b
ecau

se w
e'v

e seen
 so

 m
an

y
 o

f 
o

u
r p

eo
p

le k
illed

 d
u

e to
 th

e lack
 o

f p
ro

p
er o

rg
an

izatio
n

. 
A

n
o
th

er reaso
n
 th

ey
 in

clu
d
ed

 m
e in

 th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 is 

th
at th

e p
o
w

er stru
ctu

re is b
eg

in
n
in

g
 to

 realize th
at 3

0
 

m
illio

n
 b

lack
 p

eo
p

le are b
eg

in
n

in
g

 to
 listen

 to
 th

e P
an

-
th

er p
arty

. If w
e w

ere b
lack

 racists th
ey

 co
u

ld
 easily

 
iso

late u
s, b

u
t su

ch
 is n

o
t th

e case. 
T

h
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 h
as b

een
 criticized

 fo
r its 

rh
eto

ric. W
h
at is y

o
u
r reactio

n
 to

 th
is? 

W
h
en

 w
e u

se th
e term

 "p
ig

," fo
r ex

am
p
le, w

e are 
referrin

g
 to

 p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 sy

stem
atically

 v
io

late p
eo

p
les' 

constitutional rights—
w

hether they be m
onopoly capital-

ists o
r p

o
lice. T

h
e term

 is n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 ad

o
p
ted

 b
y
 rad

icals, 
h
ip

p
ies an

d
 m

in
o
rity

 p
eo

p
les. E

v
en

 th
e w

o
rk

ers, w
h
en

 
th

e p
ig

s su
p
p
o
rted

 strik
e-b

reak
ers lik

e th
ey

 d
id

 at U
n
io

n
 

O
il iri R

ich
m

o
n

d
 w

h
ere 1

0
0

 lo
cal p

o
lice cam

e in
 an

d
 

crack
ed

 strik
ers' h

ead
s, b

eg
an

 to
 call th

em
 b

y
 th

eir tru
e 

n
am

e. B
u

t I th
in

k
 p

eo
p

le,' esp
ecially

 w
h

ite p
eo

p
le, h

av
e 

to
 co

m
e to

 u
n
d
erstan

d
 th

at th
e lan

g
u
ag

e o
f th

e g
h
etto

 is 
a lan

g
u
ag

e o
f its o

w
n

 an
d

 as th
e p

arty
—

w
h

o
se m

em
b

ers 
fo

r th
e m

o
st p

art co
m

e fro
m

 th
e g

h
etto

—
seek

s to
 talk

 to
 

th
e p

eo
p

le, it m
u

st sp
eak

 th
e p

eo
p

le's lan
g

u
ag

e. 

P
a
rty ch

a
irm

a
n
 B

o
b
b
y S

e
a
le

. 
W

ere y
o
u
 b

ro
u
g
h
t to

 trial in
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 as a 

resu
lt o

f th
e co

n
tin

u
in

g
 crack

d
o
w

n
 b

y
 M

ay
o
r D

aley
 an

d
 

C
h
icag

o
 au

th
o
rities o

n
 th

e B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
, w

h
ich

 in
 

D
ecem

b
er resu

lted
 in

 th
e d

eath
s o

f F
red

 H
am

p
to

n
 an

d
  

rep
resen

ted
 a g

ro
ss criticism

 o
f N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 th

e p
o
w

er 
stru

ctu
re h

e rep
resen

ted
. T

h
e m

ed
ia to

o
k
 h

is rem
ark

: 
o
u
t o

f th
is c

o
n
te

x
t a

n
d
 c

re
a
te

d
 a

 c
lim

a
te

 o
f p

u
b
lic

 
o

p
in

io
n

 w
h

ereb
y

 h
e co

u
ld

 b
e ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 th
reaten

in
E

 
th

e P
resid

en
t's life. A

s a resu
lt o

f th
is ty

p
e o

f m
ed

ic 
co

v
erag

e, law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t felt th

at th
e p

eo
p
le h

ad
 b

een
 

su
fficien

tly
 m

isled
 to

 allo
w

 th
em

 to
 m

o
v
e o

n
 th

e P
an

-
thers. A

fter th
ey

 h
ad

 effectiv
ely

 tak
en

 aw
ay

 th
e lead

er-
sh

ip
 th

ey
 co

u
ld

 th
en

 m
o
v
e o

n
 th

e ran
k
 an

d
 file m

em
b
er. 

ship of the P
arty? 

E
xactly. 

W
hy do you think this backfired on them

? 
.T

h
e
y
 c

o
u
ld

n
't w

ip
e
 th

e
 b

lo
o
d
 o

ff th
e
ir h

a
n
d
s 

q
u
ick

 en
o
u
g
h
. T

h
ey

 h
ad

 d
o
n
e sim

ilar th
in

g
s in

 th
e p

ast. 
A

 lo
t o

f b
ro

th
ers h

ad
 b

een
 sh

o
t an

d
 k

illed
. B

efo
re, th

e 
p
ress w

o
u
ld

 p
rin

t th
e p

o
lice rep

o
rts an

d
 n

o
 o

n
e w

o
u
ld

 
b
e ab

le to
 k

n
o
w

 w
h
at really

 h
ap

p
en

ed
. B

u
t in

 th
is case it 

w
as d

ifferen
t. A

n
 estim

ated
 8

0
,0

0
0
 p

eo
p
le w

en
t th

ro
u
g
h
 

th
e h

o
u
se w

h
ere H

am
p
to

n
 w

as sh
o
t d

ead
 an

d
 actu

ally
 

saw
 th

e b
u

llet h
o

les in
 th

e w
all. T

h
ese p

eo
p

le receiv
ed

 a 
first-hand experience of genocidal tactics. 

In
 th

e ca
se o

f th
e p

o
lice a

tta
ck

 in
 L

o
s A

n
g
eles, a

 
sim

ila
r ed

u
ca

tio
n

a
l ex

p
erien

ce to
o
k

 p
la

ce d
id

n
't it?

 
P

re
c
ise

ly
. I a

ssu
m

e
 th

a
t w

h
a
t th

e
 L

.A
. p

o
lic

e
 

h
o

p
ed

 to
 d

o
 w

as p
u

ll o
ff an

 early
 m

o
rn

in
g

 1
0

 o
r 1

5
 

m
in

u
te raid

 an
d
 sh

o
o
t u

p
 an

d
 k

ill w
h
o
ev

er th
ey

 w
an

ted
 

to
 an

d
 g

et o
u
t o

f th
ere b

u
t th

e p
arty

 w
as sm

art an
d
 a 

sister in
 th

e o
ffice g

o
t a p

h
o
n
e call o

u
t b

efo
re th

ey
 cu

t 
th

e lin
es say

in
g
 w

e n
eed

 th
e p

eo
p
le an

d
 press h

ere. and 
th

ey
 cam

e to
 th

e sh
o
o
t-o

u
t scen

e. S
o
 w

h
en

 th
e p

o
lice 

v
ersio

n
 o

f th
e sto

ry
 cam

e o
u
t in

 th
e p

ress th
e p

eo
p
le 

w
e
re

 a
b
le

 to
 c

o
m

p
a
re

 th
a
t v

e
rsio

n
 w

ith
 w

h
a
t th

e
y
 

sa
w

.... 
It is sig

n
ifican

t th
at in

 th
e L

.A
. case so

m
e 3

0
0
 to

 
5
0
0
 p

o
lice eq

u
ip

p
ed

 w
ith

 th
e m

o
st ad

v
an

ced
 w

eap
o
n
ry

-
to

o
k
 fiv

e h
o
u
rs to

 o
v
erco

m
e a fo

rce o
f 1

4
 m

en
 an

d
 

w
om

en P
anthers. 

T
h

at's an
 im

p
o

rtan
t p

o
in

t. Y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 th

ey
 h

ad
 a 

tank ready on the scene. T
hat's fascism

—
that's all that is. ' 

D
esp

ite p
o
lice rep

o
rts to

 th
e co

n
trary

 th
at th

ey
 k

n
o
ck

ed
 

o
n
 th

e d
o
o
r an

d
 ask

ed
 th

e b
ro

th
ers to

 co
m

e o
u
t, th

e 
brothers w

ere sleeping w
hen the police riddled the office 

w
ith

 b
u
llets an

d
 w

h
en

 th
ey

 b
ro

k
e d

o
w

n
 th

e d
o
o
r an

d
 ; 

cam
e in

 sh
o

o
tin

g
 th

e b
ro

th
ers h

ad
 n

o
 ch

o
ice b

u
t to

 j 
defend them

selves. S
uch tactics reveal the true n

a
tu

re of 
p
o
lice in

ten
tio

n
s: o

n
e, to

 sh
o
o
t u

p
 an

d
 k

ill as m
an

y
 

P
a
n

th
e
rs a

s p
o

ssib
le

; tw
o

, to
 p

u
t th

e
 re

st in
 ja

il o
n

-'
 

tru
m

p
ed

 u
p

 ch
arg

es. In
 o

th
er w

o
rd

s, law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t 

w
an

ts to
 w

ip
e th

e P
an

th
ers o

u
t. T

h
ey

 d
o
n
't h

id
e th

eir.  



fl cr( b
as b

een
 a g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f co
u
n
ty

 jail 
co

u
d
it lo

n
s. b

u
t ev

ery
 tim

e a g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 m

em
b
er co

m
es 

aro
u
n
d
 th

ey
 tak

e p
riso

n
ers o

u
t o

f th
e h

o
le u

n
til h

e h
as 

left; th
en

 th
ey

'll p
u
t h

im
 b

ack
 in

. 
W

hat kind of reading are you allow
ed here? 

T
h
e o

n
ly

 th
in

g
 allo

w
ed

 is th
e d

aily
 n

ew
sp

ap
er an

d
 

o
f co

u
rse th

at's v
ery

 lim
ited

 in
 term

s o
f an

y
 k

in
d
 o

f 
b
lack

 h
isto

ry
 o

r literatu
re d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 th

e rev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 
ch

an
g
e th

at's g
o
in

g
 o

n
 in

 A
m

erica. E
v
en

 if I w
an

ted
 to

 
re

a
d
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 h

isto
ry

 o
f C

h
ic

a
n
o
 p

e
o
p
le

, A
sia

n
 o

r 
A

frican
 p

eo
p
les, th

ey
 w

o
n
't allo

w
 th

o
se m

aterials in
 th

e 
jails. T

h
ey

 call it co
n
trab

an
d
 h

ere. 
W

hy w
ere you charged in the C

hicago 8 conspiracy 
case sin

ce y
o
u
r co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

e o
th

er sev
en

 w
as. 

ten
u
o
u
s an

d
 y

o
u
 sp

en
t o

n
ly

 so
m

e 1
2
 h

o
u
rs in

 C
h
icag

o
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e rio
t p

erio
d
? 

W
ell, I w

as o
n
e o

f th
e lead

ers in
 th

e P
an

th
er'S

 
co

n
trib

u
tio

n
 to

 th
e rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 stru
g
g
le alo

n
g
 w

ith
 

D
ecem

b
er resu

lted
 in

 th
e d

eath
s o

f F
red

 H
am

p
to

n
 an

d
 

M
ark

 C
lark

? W
ere th

ey
 afraid

 o
f th

e g
ro

w
in

g
 in

flu
en

ce 
of the party on C

hicago's W
est S

ide? 	
• 

D
efin

itely
. B

u
t I w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 lo
calize th

is co
n
-

sp
irato

rial attem
p
t to

 p
art o

f th
e av

aricio
u
s d

em
o
g
o
g
ic 

Ju
lin

g
 class, w

h
ich

 ex
ten

d
s fro

m
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 reg

im
e o

n
 

d
o
w

n
. A

ll are p
art an

d
 p

arcel o
f th

is attem
p
t to

 w
ip

e o
u
t 

th
e p

arty
. W

h
en

 w
e see w

h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 b
ro

th
er F

red
 

H
am

p
to

n
 an

d
 b

ro
th

er M
,atk

 C
lark

 in
 th

e p
re-d

aw
n
 raid

. 
W

h
en

 w
e see th

is k
in

d
 o

f actio
n
 w

e see th
e sm

ack
 o

f 
fascism

. T
h
ey

 th
in

k
 th

ey
 can

 g
et aw

ay
 w

ith
 w

h
at th

ey
're

.  
doing because they've fooled and niisfed the people. Y

ou 
see w

h
en

 th
ey

 ch
arg

e, a p
erso

n
 w

ith
 a crim

e th
e m

ass 
m

ed
ia w

ill ten
d
 to

 d
iscred

it a p
erso

n
 co

m
p
letely

. W
e see 

this happen in the P
anther cases in C

onnecticut and N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 ... an
d
 in

 th
e case o

f b
ro

th
er H

illiard
, th

ere w
as 

n
o
 u

n
d
erstan

d
in

g
 in

 th
e p

ress o
f th

e w
ay

 h
e talk

s an
d
 

th
e lan

g
u
ag

e in
 th

e g
h
etto

. F
o
r ex

am
p
le h

is rem
ark

s 

H
o
u
n
d
, w

o
u
n
d
e
d
 a

fte
r L

o
s A

n
g
e
le

s O
a
 

co
n
sp

irato
rial in

ten
t. In

 th
e L

.A
. case it 

W
E

 
p
ap

ers h
o
w

 [G
o
v
. R

o
n
ald

)' R
eag

an
 an

d
 [F

I 
H

o
o
v
er w

ere talk
in

g
 o

v
er th

e p
h
o
n
e b

efo
re 

sh
o
w

s th
is. T

h
en

 w
h
en

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
ei 

th
at it h

as n
o
 in

ten
tio

n
 o

f w
ip

in
g
 o

u
t th

e P
ar 

k
n
o
w

 its claim
s to

 b
e false an

d
 w

e.k
n
o
w

 th
at 

bent on political repression. 

■
 

•
 

"H
e afraid

 o
f o

u
r b

lack
n
ess! ... T

h
ey

 
afraid

 o
f th

e p
o
w

er o
f th

e p
eo

p
le!" sh

o
u
ted

 
o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 y

o
u
n
g
 P

a
n
th

e
r 2

1
 a

t p
re

-tria
l 

h
earin

g
s in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 th
is m

o
n
th

. P
erh

ap
s 

h
e su

m
m

ed
 u

p
 so

m
e o

f th
e reaso

n
s fo

r th
e 

m
assiv

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t rep
ressio

n
 o

f th
e p

arty
 

th
at in

clu
d
es o

v
er 1

0
0
0
 in

cid
en

ts o
f h

arass-
m

en
t an

d
 1

9
 cases o

f h
o
m

o
cid

e b
etw

een
 

M
ay

 1
9
6
7
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e en
d
 o

f 1
9
6
9
. 

C
o
m

p
ile

d
 b

y
 th

e
 o

ffic
e
 o

f C
h
a
rle

s 
G

arry
, ch

ief atto
rn

ey
 fo

r th
e n

atio
n
al P

an
-

th
er p

arty
, h

arassm
en

ts ran
g
e fro

m
 a fed

eral 
in

d
ictm

en
t fo

r alleg
ed

 co
n
n
ectio

n
 to

 a m
u
r-

d
er w

ith
 n

o
 b

ail fo
r th

e accu
sed

—
to

 a ch
arg

e 
o
n
 Ju

ly
 6

, 1
9
6
9
 ag

ain
st Jo

h
n
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
, a 

L
o
s A

n
g
eles P

an
th

er m
em

b
er, fo

r sp
ittin

g
 o

n
 

the sidew
alk. 

C
h
arg

es in
clu

d
ed

 in
 m

o
re th

an
 tw

o
 

y
ears o

f p
o
lice h

arassm
en

t acro
ss th

e co
u
n
-

try
 w

e
re

 ro
u
g
h
ly

 th
e
 fo

llo
w

in
g
: o

v
e
r 3

5
 

ch
arg

es o
f d

iso
rd

erly
 co

n
d
u
ct, lo

iterin
g
, etc.; 

o
v
er 3

9
 ch

arg
es o

f resistin
g
 arrest o

r in
ter-

ferin
g
 w

ith
 a p

o
lice o

fficer; o
v
er 2

4
 n

arco
tics 

ch
arg

es; 4
 S

electiv
e S

erv
ice cases; o

v
er 1

2
5
 

ch
arg

es o
f co

n
sp

iracy
 (to

 b
o
m

b
, m

u
rd

er, 

011 
steal, co

m
m

it arso
n
); o

v
er n

in
e m

in
o
r fo

rm
al 

co
u
rt actio

n
s su

ch
 as b

en
ch

 w
arran

ts; o
v
er 

3
6
 traffic v

io
latio

n
s in

clu
d
in

g
 th

e M
ay

 1
9
6
9
 

in
cid

en
t in

 C
h
icag

o
 w

h
ere p

o
lice ram

m
ed

 
th

e b
ack

 o
f P

an
th

er m
em

b
er G

arry
 T

y
ler's 

car an
d
 th

en
 g

av
e h

im
 a tick

et fo
r n

o
 tail 

lig
h
ts; o

v
er 1

2
9
 ch

arg
es in

v
o
lv

in
g
 th

eft o
r 

sto
len

 p
ro

p
erty

; o
v
er 1

5
2
 acts o

r ch
arg

es o
f 

a v
io

len
t n

atu
re su

ch
 as o

f m
u
rd

er, arso
n
, 

ag
g
rav

ated
 b

attery
 an

d
 attack

s b
y
 p

o
lice o

n
 

P
a
n
th

e
r m

e
m

b
e
rs a

n
d
 o

ffic
e
s; o

v
e
r 1

5
0
 

charges involving w
eapons, such as failure to 

register or concealm
ent. 

T
h
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s fo

llo
w

e
d
 th

e
 P

a
n
th

e
rs 

w
h
erev

er th
ey

 w
en

t: In
 M

ex
ico

 A
u
g
. 1

5
, 

1
9
6
8
, th

ree P
an

th
ers—

G
eo

rg
e M

u
rray

, L
an

-
d
o
n
 W

illiam
s an

d
 D

av
id

 H
illiard

—
w

ere k
id

-
n
a
p
p
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 F

B
I; in

 H
a
w

a
ii tw

o
 d

a
y
s 

earlier, K
ath

leen
 C

leav
er w

as refu
sed

 en
-

ttan
ce to

 Jap
an

; B
ig

 M
an

 w
as refu

sed
 en

-
tran

ce to
 W

est G
erm

an
y
 in

 D
ecem

b
er o

f last 
year. 	

• 
T

h
e W

est co
ast saw

 o
v
er 3

3
6
 in

cid
en

ts 
in

clu
d
in

g
 1

4
9
 in

 L
o
s A

n
g
eles, 5

5
 in

 S
eattle, 

4
2
 in

 S
an

 F
ran

cisco
, 3

2
 in

 S
acram

en
to

, 2
8
 in

 
O

ak
lan

d
, sev

en
 in

 E
u
g
en

e an
d
 o

n
e each

 in
 

R
ich

m
o
n
d
, C

alif.;  B
erk

eley
 an

d
 S

alt L
ak

e 
C

ity. 
—

 ----111-e-444-dw
es.t saw

 _ _over1Q
,..11arass,__ 

in
en

ts in
 C

h
icag

o
, 3

6
 in

 In
d
ian

ap
o
lis. 1

9
 in

 
M

ilw
au

k
ee, 1

0
 each

 in
 D

etro
it an

d
 D

en
v
er, 

• fiv
e in

 K
an

sas C
ity

, M
o
. an

d
 tw

o
 in

 D
es 

M
oines. 

In
 th

e E
ast th

e P
an

th
ers w

ere h
arassed

 
over 152 tim

es in N
ew

 Y
ork. T

hey w
ere also 

h
arassed

 in
 W

h
ite P

lain
s, A

lb
an

y
, P

eek
sk

ill, 
Jersey

 C
ity

, B
o
sto

n
, B

altim
o
re, H

arrisb
u
rg

, 
Pa., N

ew
 H

aven and P
hiladelphia. 

B
ails h

av
e ran

g
ed

 fro
m

 $
2
5
 fo

r 1
7
 

P
an

th
er m

em
b
ers an

d
 $

1
0
0
0
 fo

r 6
0
 m

em
-

b
ers (o

n
e w

as fo
rfeited

) to
 $

1
0
0
,0

0
0
 fo

r 2
9
 

m
em

b
ers (tw

o
 w

ere red
u
ced

 to
 $

5
0
,0

0
0
 an

d
 

o
n
e to

 $
1
0
,0

0
0
). 

T
h
e 1

9
 h

o
m

o
cid

es listed
 b

y
 atto

rn
ey

 
G

arry
's o

ffice b
eg

an
 w

ith
 th

e fin
d
in

g
 o

f th
e 

b
o
d
y
 o

f A
rth

u
r G

len
n
 M

o
rris (n

am
e also

 
given as A

rthur G
lenn C

arter) in L
os A

ngeles 
in M

arch, 1968, w
ith police claim

ing to have 
n
o
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 ab

o
u
t h

is v
io

len
t d

eath
. T

h
e 

second death w
as the follow

ing m
onth w

hen 
B

o
b
b
y
 H

u
tto

n
 w

as sh
o
t b

y
 p

o
lice in

 O
ak

-
lan

d
 as h

e su
rren

d
ered

 w
ith

 h
is h

an
d
s in

 th
e 

air, u
n
arm

ed
. T

h
e last h

o
m

o
cid

es w
ere in

 
C

h
icag

o
 o

n
 D

ec. 4
 w

h
en

 p
o
lice m

u
rd

ered
 

F
red

 H
am

p
to

n
 in

 h
is b

ed
 an

d
 M

ark
 C

lark
 in

 
a pre-daw

n raid. 

P
erhaps 	

m
os' 

actions against the P
antl 

raids against B
lack P

ant 
in

g
 th

e p
ast tw

o
 y

ears.' 
th

e o
ften

 fatal an
d
 d

e 
police to various B

lack I 
T

h
e first listed

 r 
1
9
6
8
, w

h
e
n
 w

ith
 sh

e
 

b
ro

k
e u

p
 a m

eetin
g
 o

f 
N

eil's C
hurch in O

aklanc 
O

th
e
r ra

id
s
 it 

July, police attacked S
ea 

(n
ig

h
t o

f H
u
ey

 N
ew

to
i 

lan
d
 o

ffice sh
o
t u

p
; O

c 
sh

o
t u

p
; D

ecem
b
er, N

e• 
b
y
 p

o
lice; D

en
v
er o

ffic 
seco

n
d
 tim

e p
o
lice d

id
 $

 
ag

e an
d
 alleg

ed
ly

 sto
le 

o
ffice raid

ed
, ran

sack
ed

 
M

oines office attacked b 

1
 h

e 1
9
6
9
 raid

s i 
F

rancisco, L
os A

ngeles, 
M

o
in

es o
ffices attack

ed
 

stro
y
ed

 b
y
 b

o
m

b
in

g
; J 

o
ffices in

 C
h
icag

o
, S

an
 

an
d
 D

etro
it; Ju

ly
, p

o
lice 

o
ffice in

 a 4
5
-m

in
u
te sl 

to
 b

u
rn

 th
e
 o

ffic
e
 d

o
,  

destroyed food for break. 

4 /P
A

N
T

H
E

R
S

 / F
E

B
R

U
A

R
Y

 1970 / G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 



th
 reg

ard
 to

 th
e C

h
icag

o
 co

n
sp

iracy
 trial, d

efen
-

n
n
ie D

av
is h

as said
 th

at th
e sin

g
le m

o
st im

p
o
r-

e d
ram

atized
 b

y
 th

e trial w
as racism

, as sy
m

b
o
l-

'our gagging and chaining. H
ow

 do yO
u see that? 

:II, it's sy
m

b
o
lic in

 th
e sen

se th
at ju

d
icial racism

 
as D

red
 S

co
tt an

d
 it sh

o
w

s th
at v

ery
 little h

as 
sin

ce 1
8
5
7
 in

 th
e co

u
rts. O

n
 th

e o
th

er h
an

d
, m

y
 

an
d

 g
ag

g
in

g
 p

o
in

ts o
u

t th
e fact th

at in
 A

m
erica 

h
as ju

stice. I m
ean

 th
e w

h
ite cats in

 th
at trial 

ed
 sim

ilar to
 th

e w
ay

 I w
as treated

. T
h
e racist 

y
 c

a
n
 a

lso
 b

e
 a

p
p
lie

d
 to

 p
e
o
p
le

 o
th

e
r th

a
n
 

th
is is th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t p
o

in
t raised

 b
y

 m
y

 
it in

 th
a
t tria

l. 1
 m

e
a
n
 th

e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
y
 h

a
d
 

rsh
als in

 th
e trial d

id
n
't really

 sto
p
 th

e racism
 

rial itself. T
h
e u

se o
f th

e b
lack

 m
arsh

als . w
as a 

I.:try
 tactic o

n
 th

e p
art o

f th
e co

u
rt. T

h
e co

u
rt 

en
 claim

 as it d
id

 th
at th

e p
resen

ce o
f b

lack
 law

 
len

t in
 th

e co
u

rtro
o

m
 m

ad
e m

y
 claim

s o
f racism

 
ib

le. W
ell, I say

 th
at if a b

lack
 ju

d
g
e w

as g
o
in

g
 

ie sam
e fascist, racist tactics as Julius H

offm
an, I 

av
e acted

 n
o

 d
ifferen

tly
. Y

o
u

 see an
 im

p
o

rtan
t 

u
n
d
erstan

d
 is th

at th
e sy

stem
 itself is w

h
ite. 

s ev
id

en
t lately

 th
at th

ere h
as b

een
 a tactical 

o
n
 th

e p
art o

f rad
icals w

ith
 reg

ard
 to

 th
e ju

d
icial 

H
ereto

fo
re rad

icals, b
o
th

 w
h
ite an

d
 b

lack
 w

o
u
ld

 
an

d
 allo

w
 th

e co
u
rt to

 p
ro

ceed
 in

 "o
rd

erly
" 

N
o
w

 rad
icals h

av
e d

ecid
ed

 to
 m

ak
e th

eir trials 
itical fo

ru
m

s to
 ex

p
o
se th

e p
o
litical n

atu
re o

f 
ecu

tio
n
 an

d
 to

 p
u
b
licize p

o
litical id

eas an
d
 life 

b
y

 h
as th

is ch
an

g
e h

ap
p

en
ed

? 
fo

lin
d
 th

at lh
e p

ro
cess o

f th
e A

m
er- 

icial 	
in

clu
d
in

g
 trial p

ro
ced

u
re an

d
 ju

ry
 

p
resen

tly
 v

io
lates th

e co
n
stitu

tio
n
al rig

h
t to

 a 
b

y
 ju

ry
 o

f o
n

e's p
eers. It d

o
esn

't sto
p

 in
 th

e 
'in

. L
o

o
k
 a

t th
e
 ra

n
so

m
 b

a
ils in

 th
e
 N

.Y
. 2

1
 

iic
h
 a

m
o
u
n
t to

 fo
rc

ib
le

 d
e
te

n
tio

n
. T

h
e
y
 d

o
 

1-- $100,000 each—
but it can't be m

et. T
his is an 

v
io

latio
n

 o
f co

n
stitu

tio
n

al rig
h

ts. In
 m

y
 case in

 
I w

asn
't allo

w
ed

 to
 ev

en
 d

efen
d

 m
y

self, w
h

ere-
azi G

erm
an

y
 in

 1
9
3
3
, a B

u
lg

arian
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist 

o
f settin

g
 th

e R
eich

stag
 fire. w

as allo
w

ed
 to

 
iim

self. In L
.A

. recently, the P
anthers accused of 

ed
 m

u
rd

er in
 th

e W
atts sh

o
o
to

u
t b

ro
u
g
h
t rats to

 
:-tro

o
m

 w
h
ich

 th
ey

 h
ad

 cau
g
h
t in

 th
eir jail cells. 

o
n

e d
o

esn
't h

av
e m

u
ch

 ch
o

ice b
u

t to
 ex

p
o

se h
is racism

 
an

d
 fascism

 an
d
 stan

d
 u

p
 fo

r h
is co

n
stitu

tio
n
al rig

h
ts. 

A
ll I d

id
 in

 C
h

icag
o

 w
as to

 ex
ercise m

y
 leg

al rig
h

t to
 

speak in m
y ow

n behalf and I w
as given four years in jail 

as a resu
lt. B

u
t I th

in
k
 th

e m
o
st serio

u
s in

ju
stice p

erp
e-

trated
 b

y
 th

e co
u
rt sy

stem
 in

 A
m

erica is th
e in

ab
ility

 o
f 

a b
lack

 m
an

 to
 g

et a ju
ry

 o
f h

is p
eers. In

 H
u
ey

 N
ew

to
n
's 

trial there w
as one black. O

n the jury and he w
as over 40. 

T
h

is h
ap

p
en

ed
 in

 a city
 w

h
ich

 is o
v

er .5
0

%
 b

lack
. N

o
w

 
H

u
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

 a stu
d
en

t in
 co

lleg
e. W

h
y
 co

u
ld

n
't h

e 
h

av
e h

ad
 so

m
e y

o
u

n
g

 p
eo

p
le o

r stu
d

en
ts o

n
 th

at ju
ry

? 
W

h
at d

o
 y

o
u

 th
in

k
 ab

o
u

t th
t recen

t rev
elatio

n
 b

y
 

th
e M

ay
o
r o

f S
eattle th

at fed
eral au

th
o
rities attem

p
ted

 

to
 in

flu
en

ce h
im

 to
 raid

 th
e P

an
th

er h
ead

q
u
arters in

 th
at 

city? It's n
o

 rev
elatio

n
. W

e h
av

e b
een

 talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t a 

fed
erally

-led
 co

n
sp

iracy
 ag

ain
st th

e p
arty

 fo
r so

m
e tim

e. 
In

 o
n
e sen

se it is a rev
elatio

n
 th

at a g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficial 

w
o
u
ld

 ex
p
o
se th

e attem
p
t. B

u
t th

e m
an

 co
m

p
ared

 u
s to

 
M

in
u
tem

en
 an

d
 w

e're n
o
t M

in
u
tem

en
. W

e d
o
n
't b

eliev
e 

in
 b

u
ild

in
g
 arsen

als o
f w

eap
o
n
s. If y

o
u
 w

ere to
 g

o
 in

to
 a 

P
an

th
er o

ffice an
d

 fin
d

 1
0

 P
an

th
ers y

o
u

 w
o

u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 

fin
d
 th

a
t e

a
c
h
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
se

 p
e
o
p
le

 o
w

n
s a

 g
u
n
 fo

r 
self-d

efen
se o

n
ly

. T
h
e p

arty
's ru

les are q
u
ite strict ab

o
u
t 

th
is. I th

in
k

 it's im
p

o
rtan

t th
at th

is o
fficial d

id
n

't g
iv

e in
 

to
 th

e G
estap

o
 tactics o

f fed
eral law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t, b
u
t I 

th
in

k
 h

is co
n
cep

tio
n
 o

f th
e p

arty
's attitu

d
e ab

o
u
t self-

d
efen

se is erro
n
eo

u
s. T

h
is is a ty

p
ical m

istak
e: m

an
y
 

p
eo

p
le co

n
cen

trate o
n
 th

e self-d
efen

se asp
ect o

f th
e 

p
arty

's p
ro

g
ram

 an
d
 d

o
n
't tak

e a lo
o
k
 at o

th
er p

ro
g
ram

s 
th

e p
arty

 su
p
p
o
rts lik

e free b
reak

fast fo
r ch

ild
ren

, co
m

-

m
u
n
ity

 co
n
tro

l o
f th

e p
o
lice, free clo

th
in

g
 p

ro
g
ram

s, 
co

o
p
erativ

e m
ark

ets, co
o
p
erativ

e h
o
u
sin

g
, w

ith
 an

 em
-

p
h
asis to

 u
n
ify

 all w
o
rk

ers aro
u
n
d
 th

e issu
e o

f a 3
0
-h

o
u
r 

w
o
rk

 w
eek

 in
 th

is co
u
n
try

 w
ith

 th
e sam

e p
ay

, th
e issu

e 
o
f jo

b
s fo

r th
e p

o
o
r an

d
 o

p
p
ressed

 an
d
 th

e issu
e o

f w
h
o
 

co
n
tro

ls th
e m

ean
s o

f p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 in

 th
is co

u
n
try

. In
 

o
th

er w
o
rd

s, d
raS

tic so
cial ch

an
g
e th

ro
u
g
h
 so

cialism
. 

W
ith this in m

ind, it is hard to accuse us of being M
inute-

m
en types. 

T
h
e self-d

efen
se asp

ect o
f th

e p
arty

 d
o
es b

o
th

er a 
lo

t o
f p

e
o
p
le

 in
 th

is c
o
u
n
try

. C
o
u
ld

 y
o
u
 c

la
rify

 th
e
 

P
anther position? 

F
irst o

f all, n
o
 P

an
th

er can
 b

reak
 a g

u
n
 law

 u
n
less 

h
is life is in

 d
an

g
er an

d
 th

e p
arty

 reco
g
n
izes th

is. If h
e 

d
o
es so

 w
e w

ill ex
p
el o

r su
sp

en
d
 h

im
 d

ep
en

d
in

g
 o

n
 th

e 
serio

u
sn

ess o
f h

is o
ffen

se. P
an

th
er p

arty
 train

in
g
 in

 th
e 

area of self-defense includes a study of. gun law
s, safe use 

o
f w

e
a
p
o
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
re

 is a
 stric

t ru
le

 th
a
t n

o
 p

a
rty

 
m

em
b
er can

 u
se a w

eap
o
n
 ex

cep
t in

 th
e case o

f an
  

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e n
o

tio
n

 o
f sex

u
al d

ifferen
ces b

y
 race. C

u
l-

tural nationalists, like R
on K

arenga, are m
ale chauvinists 

as w
ell. W

hat they do is oppress the black w
om

an. T
heir 

b
lack

 racism
 lead

s th
em

 to
 th

eo
ries o

f m
ale d

o
m

in
atio

n
 

as w
ell. T

hus black racists com
e to the sam

e conclusions 
th

at w
h

ite racists d
o
 w

ith
 resp

ect to
 th

eir w
o
m

en
. T

h
e 

p
arty

 say
s n

o
 to

 th
is. P

erso
n
ally

, I .d
o
n
't th

in
k
 th

at 
w

o
m

en
 w

h
o
 w

an
t lib

eratio
n
 w

an
t p

en
ise—

th
ey

 ju
st 

w
an

t to
 b

e treated
 as h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g
s o

n
 an

 eq
u
al b

asis, 
just as blacks w

ho dem
and the liberation of their people. 

E
ld

rid
g
e C

leav
er talk

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

is in
 "S

o
u
l o

n
 Ice." 

S
u
p
erm

an
 n

ev
er tries to

 relate to
 L

o
is L

an
e, n

o
r d

o
es h

e 
try

 to
 re

la
te

 to
 th

e
 o

p
p
re

sse
d
. R

a
th

e
r h

e
 re

la
te

s to
 

superficial violence, throw
ing people halfw

ay across the 
o
cean

, etc. T
h
e co

n
cep

t I'm
 try

in
g
 to

 estab
lish

 is th
e 

cro
ss-relatio

n
 o

f m
ale ch

au
v
in

ism
 to

 an
y
 o

th
er fo

rm
 o

f 
chauvinism

—
including racism

. In other w
ords the idea of 

say
in

g
 "k

eep
 a w

o
m

an
 in

 h
er p

lace" is o
n

ly
 a sh

o
rt step

 
a
w

a
y
 fro

m
 sa

y
in

g
 "k

e
e
p
 a

 n
ig

g
e
r in

 h
is p

la
c
e
." A

s 
E

ld
rid

g
e said

 in
 h

is b
o
o
k
, th

e w
h
ite w

o
m

an
 is a sy

m
b
o
l 

o
f freed

o
m

 in
 th

is co
u
n
try

. T
h
e w

h
ite m

an
 to

o
k
 th

is 
ch

ick
 an

d
 stu

ck
 h

er u
p
 o

n
 a p

ed
estal an

d
 called

 h
er th

e 
S

tatue of L
iberty and gave her a torch to hold. W

ell I say 
put a m

achine gun in her other hand. 

P
an

th
ers in

 S
an

 F
ran

cisco
 rally. 

R
ecen

tly
 Jerry

 R
u
b
in

 rem
ark

ed
 th

at alth
ou

gh
 th

e 
ju

d
ge in

 th
e con

sp
iracy trial h

as com
p

lain
ed

 ab
ou

t th
e 

lan
gu

age of th
e d

efen
d

an
ts, th

e real ob
scen

ity in
 th

e case 

w
a

s th
e w

illin
g

n
ess o

f th
e co

u
rt to

 u
se v

io
len

ce in
 th

e . 
co

u
rtro

o
m

 to
 p

rev
en

t th
e d

efen
d

a
n

ts fro
m

 a
ssertin

g
 

th
eir con

stitu
tion

al righ
ts. 

T
h

at's ty
p

ical. It sh
o

w
s th

e sy
stem

's p
reo

ccu
p

a-
tio

n
 w

ith
 w

o
rd

s rath
er th

an
 th

e m
o
re b

asic q
u
estio

n
 o

f 
h
o
w

 p
eo

p
le relate to

 o
n
e an

o
th

er. F
o
r ex

am
p
le, in

 lo
w

er 
class term

s, m
o
th

erfu
ck

er d
o
esn

't n
ecessarily

 m
ean

 a 
sex

u
al tab

o
o

. It can
 b

e u
sed

 fiv
e tim

es in
 o

n
e sen

ten
ce 

b
y
 a b

ro
th

er in
 th

e b
lack

 g
h
etto

 an
d
 each

 tim
e it w

ill 
h
av

e a d
ifferen

t m
ean

in
g
 an

d
 co

n
n
o
tatio

n
. In

 an
y
 case, 

research indicates that the origin of the term
 com

es from
 

th
e slav

e m
aster's rap

e o
f a slav

e's m
o
th

er. W
e see th

e 



A
tm

 $
h
a
k
u
r, p

ro
te

s
tin

g
 N

. Y
. 2

1
 tria

l. 

to
 m

ale d
o
m

in
atio

n
 an

d
 it is p

erp
etu

ated
 as su

ch
 b

y
 tb

 
ru

lin
g
 d

ais in
 A

m
erica. W

h
en

 w
e talk

- ab
o
u
t w

o
m

en
's 

. lib
eratio

n
 w

e're n
o
t talk

in
g
 so

 m
u
ch

 ab
o
u
t b

io
lo

g
ics' 

eq
u
ality

. T
h
ere is a b

asic b
io

lo
g
ical d

ifferen
ce b

etw
een

 
m

ales an
d
 fem

ales ju
st as th

ere are ev
en

 m
o
re strik

in
g
 

b
io

lo
g
ical sim

ilarities b
etw

een
 th

e sex
es. T

h
o
u
g
h
 m

ale 
an

d
 fem

ale d
iffer w

ith
 resp

ect to
 th

e g
en

italia, all h
u
m

an
 

beings have an essential biological sim
ilarity—

tw
o arm

s, 
tw

o
 leg

s an
d

 w
h

at h
av

e y
o

u
. B

u
t th

at is n
o

t w
h

at w
e're 

talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t w

h
en

 w
e talk

 ab
o
u
t eq

u
ality

 fo
r w

o
m

en
. 

A
ll p

eo
p
le talk

, th
in

k
, feel an

d
 h

u
m

an
 relatio

n
sh

ip
s h

av
e 

to
 
b
e d

eterm
in

ed
 o

n
 th

at b
asis, n

o
t o

n
 a sex

 b
asis. T

h
e 

sam
e goes for racial differences. T

he puritanical tradition 
also

 h
ad

 a lo
t to

 d
o
 w

ith
 m

ale ch
au

v
in

ism
. T

h
e tab

o
o
 o

n
 

sex
 w

as ab
su

rd
 in

 th
e first p

lace b
ecau

se th
ree b

illio
n

 
p

e
o

p
le

 g
o

t o
n

 th
is e

a
rth

 th
a
t w

a
y

. lo
o

k
in

g
 b

a
c
k

 in
 

h
isto

ry
, it Is easy

 to
 see th

at w
o
m

en
 h

av
e receiv

ed
 th

e 
b

lu
n

t en
d

 o
f E

u
ro

p
ean

 p
reju

d
ice ag

ain
st sex

. H
o

w
 is 

racism
 co

n
n
ected

 w
ith

 th
is? A

 g
o
o
d
 p

art o
f racism

 is th
e 

ab
su

rd
 p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical feaii o

n
 th

e p
art o

f p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 

th
in

k
 th

at th
e b

lack
 m

an
- h

as a b
ig

g
er p

en
is th

an
 th

e 
w

h
ite. T

h
u
s m

ale su
p
rem

acy
 o

n
 th

e b
asis o

f sex
u
al 

o
rg

an
s can

 b
e co

n
n
ected

 to
 racial su

p
rem

acy
 arriv

ed
 at 

O
d

tsid
e

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk co

u
rth

o
u

se
. 

E
v

en
 jail co

n
d

itio
n

s v
io

late o
n

e's co
n

stitu
tio

n
al rig

h
ts. In

 
th

at sam
e jail recen

tly
, o

n
e o

f th
e d

ep
u
ties tried

 to
 b

eat 
a b

ro
th

er u
p

 an
d

 th
e b

ro
th

ers h
ad

 to
 d

efen
d

 th
em

selv
es 

ag
ain

st th
e d

ep
u

ties, so
 o

n
e can

 see th
at th

e u
n
co

n
stitu

-
tio

n
ality

 o
f th

e ju
d

icial . sy
stem

 ap
p

lies to
 all lev

els, 
in

clu
d

in
g

 th
e p

en
al. T

h
e p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 b

ear th
e b

lu
n

t en
d

 
o

f th
is sy

stem
 are n

o
w

 sh
o

w
in

g
 a w

illin
g

n
ess to

 stan
d

 u
p

 
a
g
a
in

st it a
n
d
 re

c
e
n
t tria

ls p
o
in

t th
is o

u
t. T

h
e
y
 a

re
 

w
illin

g
 to

 d
efin

e a racist ju
d
g
e as a fascist an

d
 a p

ig
—

th
at's w

h
at th

e p
arty

 m
ean

s b
y
 p

ig
, o

n
e w

h
o
 v

io
lates a 

p
erso

n
's co

n
stitu

tio
n

al rig
h

ts. In
 an

y
 case th

e ju
d

icial 
b
ran

ch
 o

f th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t is th
e last area o

f ap
p
eal fo

r a 
p

erso
n

 w
h

o
se rig

h
ts h

av
e b

een
 v

io
lated

 b
y

 u
n

ju
st law

s 
an

d
 b

ru
tal en

fo
rcem

en
t, so

 w
h
en

 y
o
u
 g

et to
 a co

u
rtro

o
m

 
an

d
 fin

d
 th

at th
e ju

d
g

e h
im

self is a fascist at th
is p

o
in

t 

	ip
le

 o
f 	

,q
e
m

p
te

c
t to

 b
u
rn

 d
o
w

n
 P

e
e
k
sk

ill, N
 Y

. 

	

o
f 2

4
 	

o
ffic

e
• 

A
 u

g
u
st , p

o
lic

e
 re

tre
a
te

d
 fro

m
 

	:es dur- 	
a
tte

m
p
te

d
 ra

id
 o

n
 R

ic
h
m

o
n
d
 o

ffic
e
 a

fte
r 

itrcln 	
at-tem

pt w
as_announced 
	

N
ovem

ber_ 

	its" b
y
 	

S
an

 D
ieg

o
 an

d
 A

lb
an

y
 o

ffices raid
ed

; D
e- 

. 	
cem

ber, police raided the L
os A

ngeles office, 

	,p
ril 3

, 	
setting off a five-hour glinfight. 

	police 	
T

h
e
 list o

f h
a
ra

ssm
e
n
ts o

f P
a
n
th

e
r 

	F
ath

er 	
m

em
b
ers in

 M
ilw

au
k
ee d

u
rin

g
 th

e m
o
n
th

 o
f 

A
ugust 1969 is an exam

ple—
m

inus the horn-
o
cid

es—
o
f co

n
tin

u
in

g
 h

arassm
en

ts ag
ain

st 

	p
t. 2

8
, 	

P
an

th
er m

em
b
ers acro

ss th
e co

u
n
try

: 

	,) O
ak- 	

R
ich

ard
 S

m
ith

: cu
rfew

 v
io

latio
n

. R
ich

- 

	office 	
an

d
 S

m
ith

: sam
e, fo

llo
w

in
g

 w
eek

. R
ich

ard
 

	om
bed 	

S
m

ith
: arrested

 cro
ssin

g
 in

co
rrectly

 at in
ter- 

	:e (th
e 	

se
c
tio

n
. R

ic
h
a
rd

 S
m

ith
: a

rre
ste

d
 in

v
e
sti- 

	if dam
- 	

g
atin

g
 arrest o

f tw
o
 sisters. R

ich
ard

 S
m

ith
: 

	aapolis 	
a
rre

ste
d

 se
llin

g
 p

a
p

e
rs fo

r litte
rin

g
, ja

y
- 

	d; D
es 	

w
alk

in
g
 o

r ju
st w

alk
in

g
. Jak

i S
im

p
so

n
: h

a- 
rassed

, red
-b

aited
 b

y
 p

o
lice. N

ate B
ellam

y
: 

th
reaten

ed
 w

ith
 p

ark
in

g
 tick

et, th
reaten

ed
 

	il, S
an

 	
w

ith
 arrest fo

r talk
in

g
 w

ith
 p

eo
p
le ab

o
u
t 

	nd D
es 	

arrest o
f sister fo

r jay
w

alk
in

g
. K

aren
 B

u
n
d
y
: 

	Illy de- 	
arrested

 fo
r d

iso
rd

erly
 co

n
d

u
ct ab

o
u

t jay
- 

	[eluded 	
w

alk
in

g
 tick

et. L
o

v
etta X

. B
ro

w
n

: sto
p

p
ed

 

	im
ento 	

b
y

 p
o

lice, su
b

m
itted

 to
 search

 after h
av

in
g

 

	11.icago 	
g
u
n
 p

o
in

ted
 at h

er. L
o
v
etta X

. B
ro

w
n
: sto

p
- 

	m
pting 	

p
ed

 in
 car. L

o
v

etta X
. B

ro
w

n
: sto

p
p

ed
 in

 car 

	)0
 an

d
 	

ag
ain

. Jesse W
h
ite: p

o
lice .tried

 to
 tak

e 'p
a- 

	; police 	
pers and harassed in several incidents. 	

R
,B

 

tn
,t1

tu
"
 L

a
lt u

iw
 a

 w
r
a
}
f
(
J
l
, G

A
A

.C
1

/
1

. t
t
l
 I

n
c
 ...C

I
C

 V
I
 a

n
 

attack
 o

n
 h

is life—
w

h
eth

er th
e attack

er b
e a p

o
lice 

o
fficer o

r an
y

 o
th

er p
erso

n
. In

 th
e case o

f p
o

lice h
arass-

m
en

t th
e p

arty
 w

ill m
erely

 p
rin

t th
e o

ffen
d

in
g

 o
fficer's 

p
ictu

re in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er so
 th

e o
fficer can

 b
e id

en
tified

 
as an

 en
em

y
 o

f th
e p

eo
p
le . .. n

o
 attem

p
t o

n
 h

is life w
ill 

be m
ade. 
W

h
at is th

e B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
's p

o
sitio

n
 o

n
 m

ale 
chauvinism

? 
T

h
e fig

h
t ag

ain
st m

ale ch
au

v
in

ism
 is a class stru

g
- 

g
le—

th
at's h

ard
 fo

r p
eo

p
le to

 u
n
d
erstan

d
. T

o
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 

m
ale ch

au
v
in

ism
 o

n
e h

as to
 u

n
d
erstan

d
 th

at is it in
t 

lo
ck

ed
 w

ith
 racism

. M
ale ch

au
v

in
ism

 is d
irectly

 related
 

Ine slav
e m

aster s rap
e o

f a stav
e s m

o
tn

er. w
e see m

e 
tab

o
o
 co

n
cep

t as'b
ein

g
 clo

sely
 lin

k
ed

 to
 racism

. A
t th

e 
sam

e tim
e th

e p
arty

 sees th
e n

eed
 to

 sto
p
 u

sin
g
 th

e term
 

ju
st so

 w
e can

 g
et a seg

m
en

t o
f th

e w
h

ite p
o

p
u

latio
n

 to
 

u
n
d
erstan

d
 th

e aim
s o

f th
e p

arty
. W

h
en

 w
e talk

 ab
o
u
t 

o
b
scen

ity
 in

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

, 1
 th

in
k
 th

e m
o
st o

b
scen

e 

II" 
I 

T
h

is
 m

o
n

th
, in

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

. 

th
in

g
 is th

e
 ru

lin
g

 c
la

ss' !e
fu

sa
l to

 re
la

te
 to

 th
e
 life, 

lib
erty

 an
d

 p
u

rsu
it o

f h
ap

p
in

ess o
f th

o
se w

h
o

 culturally 
refu

se to
 g

o
.along w

ith its norm
s. W

e say hum
an beings 

h
av

e a rig
h

t to
 liv

e an
d

 su
rv

iv
e. T

h
e o

b
scen

ity
 in

 th
e 

C
hicago_conrtrabm

_is the violation of hum
an and consti-, 

tutional rights. 
M

u
ch

 o
f th

e m
ass m

ed
ia h

as b
een

 p
lay

in
g
 u

p
 th

e 
circus aspect of the trial in C

hicago and has been treating 
H

o
ffm

an
 as an

 ex
cep

tio
n

al case in
 a ju

d
icial sy

stem
 

w
h

ich
 is o

th
erw

ise ju
st an

d
 h

o
n

o
rab

le. W
h

at d
o

 y
o

u
 

th
in

k
? P

eo
p
le lik

e H
o
ffm

an
 are th

e ru
le esp

ecially
 w

ith
 

resp
ect to

 m
in

o
rity

 p
eo

p
les. M

u
rtag

h
, th

e ju
d
g
e in

 th
e 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 P
an

th
er 2

1
 case, is a n

o
to

rio
u
s racist. It's ju

st 
n

o
w

 th
at p

eo
p

le lik
e M

u
rtag

h
 an

d
 H

o
ffm

an
 are b

ein
g

 
exposed for w

hat they are: fascist and racist. 
D

o
 y

o
u
 ex

p
ect an

y
 ch

an
g
es in

 th
e stru

ctu
re o

r 
d
irectio

n
 o

f th
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 in
 th

e fu
tu

re? 
O

u
r o

b
jectiv

e is th
e ed

u
catio

n
 o

f th
e p

eo
p

le. I 
d

o
n

't th
in

k
 w

e'll m
ak

e th
e sam

e m
istak

e th
at th

e C
o

m
-

m
u
n
ist p

a
rty

 m
a
d
e
 in

 th
e
 1

9
5
0
s a

s a
 re

su
lt o

f th
e
 

rep
ressiv

e m
easu

res th
e g

o
v

ern
m

en
t to

o
k

 d
u

rin
g

 th
at 

tim
e. Y

o
u
 h

av
e to

 g
o
 o

u
t an

d
 fig

h
t th

e b
attle fo

r th
e 

o
p

p
ressed

 p
eo

p
le—

w
h

ite, b
lack

. red
, b

ro
w

n
—

w
h

erev
er 

th
e
y

 m
a
y

 b
e
. T

h
e
 p

a
rty

's re
c
e
n

t fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee to

 C
o

m
b

at F
ascism

 rep
resen

ts a 
ch

an
g
e, a g

o
o
d
 o

n
e, in

 th
at it creates an organization in 

w
hich m

ovem
ent groups can com

e together and coalesce 
to

 fig
h
t th

e o
p
p
resso

r. In
 an

y
 case I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 th

ere is 
any w

ay for the party to stop doing w
hat it's doing and I 

d
o
n
't th

in
k
 it w

ill u
n
d
ertak

e an
y
 sig

n
ifican

t p
o
licy

 
change in the near future. 

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 /P

A
N

T
H

E
R

S
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E
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A
R
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Panther pa 
on trial in 

Los Angeles 

B
y P

atty L
ee P

arm
alee 

G
uardian L

os A
ngeles B

ureau 	
L

os A
ngeles 

T
h
e en

tire B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
 an

d
 its p

o
litical p

h
ilo

s-
o
p
h
y
 are o

n
 trial h

ere, n
o
t ju

st th
e y

o
u
n
g
 b

lack
 m

en
 an

d
 w

o
m

en
 

know
n as the L

os A
ngeles 18. 

T
h
e d

efen
d
an

ts are ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 co
m

m
it 

m
urder, a capital offense and other felony charges stem

m
ing from

 
police raids on P

anther offices in the pre-daw
n hours of D

ec. 8. In 
o
n
e raid

 at a P
an

th
er o

ffice, th
e d

efen
d
ers h

eld
 o

ff 3
0
0
 p

o
lice fo

r 
several hours in a w

ild exchange of gunfire. 
P

erh
ap

s co
n
cern

ed
 th

at th
e p

o
lice raid

s m
ay

 b
e d

eter-
m

in
ed

 illeg
al o

r th
at th

e P
an

th
er ro

le in
 th

e g
u
n
fig

h
t w

ill b
e 

reco
g
n
ized

 as a clear in
stan

ce o
f self-d

efen
se, th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 is 

attem
p
tin

g
 to

 d
iv

ert atten
tio

n
 b

y
 attack

in
g
 th

e p
arty

. 

E
v
en

 th
e L

o
s A

n
g
eles T

im
es reco

g
n
ized

 th
is m

eth
o
d
. A

t 
th

e en
d
 o

f th
e th

ree-w
eek

 p
relim

in
ary

 h
earin

g
; th

e T
im

es rep
cirter 

su
m

m
arized

 o
n
 Jan

. 2
4
: "M

u
ch

 o
f th

e evidence p
resen

ted
 .. . w

as 
an

 in
d
ictm

en
t o

f th
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

. T
h
e p

ro
secu

tio
n
 ch

ar-
g
ed

 th
at th

e .p
arty

 p
o
licy

 called
 , fo

r arm
ed

 in
su

rrectio
n
 .an

d
 

m
u
rd

er o
f p

o
lice o

fficers. T
h
ey

 in
tro

d
u
ced

' p
arty

 p
u
b
licatio

n
s, 

co
n
fiscated

 p
arty

 reco
rd

s an
d
 in

tellig
en

ce' rep
o
rts to

 su
p
p
o
rt th

eir 
co

n
ten

tio
n
s. T

h
ey

 th
en

 p
resen

ted
 ev

id
en

ce in
ten

d
ed

 to
 sh

o
w

 th
e 

L
o
s A

n
g
eles g

ro
u
p
 to

o
k
 actio

n
s to

 carry
 o

u
t th

o
se p

lan
s." 

D
u
rin

g
 th

e p
relim

in
ary

 h
earin

g
, 5

6
 w

itn
esses—

m
o
stly

 
p
o
lice o

fficers—
attem

p
ted

 to
 co

n
n
ect th

e d
efen

d
an

ts w
ith

 v
ario

u
s 

crim
es alleg

ed
ly

 co
m

m
itted

.  b
y
 o

th
er. P

an
th

ers an
d
 to

 create th
e 

im
p
ressio

n
 th

at th
e P

an
th

ers w
ere p

lan
n
in

g
 a w

ar o
f ag

g
ressio

n
 

ag
ain

st th
e p

o
lice. O

n
e p

o
lice w

itn
ess d

escrib
ed

 ,th
e in

cid
en

t in
 

w
h
ich

 p
o
lice m

u
rd

ered
 y

o
u
n
g
 W

ally
 T

o
u
re P

o
p
e O

ct. 2
8
 an

d
 

called
 it an

 am
b
u
sh

 b
y
 P

an
th

ers—
w

h
ereu

p
o
n
 th

e d
ep

u
ty

 d
istrict 

atto
rn

ey
 stated

 th
at th

e L
.A

. 1
8
 w

ere also
 p

arties to
 su

ch
 acts o

f 
u

in
lp

n
ra

 A
 n

rs
tl...., 	

• 	
• 

o
u
s b

easts h
as b

een
 co

m
p
o
u
n
d
ed

 d
aily

 b
y
 th

e w
ay

 th
e d

efen
d
an

ts 
are led

 in
to

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 h
an

d
cu

ffed
 an

d
 ch

ain
ed

 to
g
eth

er. 
D

efen
se atto

rn
ey

 L
eo

 B
ran

to
n
's attem

p
t to

 g
et th

e ju
d
g
e to

 
intervene against the chaining w

as unsuccessful. B
ranton charged 

th
ey

 w
ere treated

 "lik
e in

m
ates o

f so
m

e G
estap

o
 estab

lish
m

en
t" 

an
d
 ad

d
ed

, "I can
't h

elp
• n

o
tice, in

 n
ew

sp
ap

er p
ictu

res, th
at th

e 
d
e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts in

 th
e
 T

a
te

 a
n
d
 L

a
B

ia
n
c
a
 c

a
se

, o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st 

atro
cio

u
s m

u
rd

ers in
 h

isto
ry

, are n
o
t h

an
d
cu

ffed
." 

A
fter alm

o
st a m

o
n
th

 in
 jail, th

e 1
 1 

defendants w
ho had 

b
een

 h
eld

 w
ith

o
u
t b

ail fin
ally

 g
o
t b

ail set F
eb

. 6
. B

ail, o
r ran

so
m

 
as th

ey
 call it, ran

g
es fro

m
 $

1
0
,0

0
0
 to

 $
5
0
,0

0
0
. 

O
f th

e 2
2
 P

an
th

ers o
rig

in
ally

 ch
arg

ed
 D

ec. 8
, th

ree w
ere 

released
 b

efo
re th

e p
re-arraig

n
m

en
t an

d
 o

n
e, G

ilb
ert P

ark
er, w

as 
releaS

ed after the prelim
inary hearing for lack of evidence. H

e w
as 

in fact outside the C
entral S

t. P
anther office.w

hen police attacked. 
P

o
lic

e
 g

ra
b
b
e
d
 h

im
 a

n
d
 to

o
k
 h

im
 to

 th
e
 ro

o
f a

s a
 sh

ie
ld

 so
 

P
an

th
ers in

sid
e w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t sh

o
o
t at th

em
 th

ro
u
g
h
 a sk

y
lig

h
t. 

P
arker:w

as arrested by the cops and charged w
ith the sam

e crim
es 

as those inside, then badly beaten in jail. 

F
ew

 P
an

th
ers allow

ed
 b

ail 

O
nly tw

o
 o

f th
e rem

ain
in

g
 1

8
 d

efen
d
an

ts are p
resen

tly
 

o
u
t o

n
 b

ail, an
d
 th

ese tw
o
 w

ere n
o
t at th

e C
en

tral S
t. o

ffice 
D

ec, 8. 
D

efen
se strateg

y
 w

h
en

 th
e trial b

eg
in

s in
 M

arch
 w

ill b
e 

to
 try

 to
 h

u
rry

 th
e p

ro
ceed

in
g
s alo

n
g
, sin

ce th
e first p

rio
rity

 is to
 

g
et th

e P
an

th
ers b

ack
 o

n
to

 th
e streets. T

h
e first d

efen
se m

o
tio

n
 

in
 th

e trial p
ro

p
er w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 b

e a m
o
tio

n
 to

 d
ism

iss ch
arg

es 
since the search w

arrant leading to arrest w
as illegal. 

It w
as th

e search
 w

arran
t, sig

n
ed

 b
y
 su

p
erio

r co
u
rt ju

d
g
e 

A
n
to

n
io

 C
h
av

ez tw
o
 d

ay
s b

efo
re th

e raid
, th

at o
rig

in
ally

 set th
e 

strateg
y
 o

f try
in

g
 th

e p
arty

 fo
r its b

eliefs, rath
er th

an
 in

d
iv

id
u
als 

fo
r th

eir actio
n
s. T

h
e p

relim
in

ary
 h

earin
g
 an

d
 p

resu
m

ab
ly

 also
 

th
e trial are o

n
ly

 ex
ten

sio
n
s o

f th
e lo

g
ic o

f th
e w

arran
ts. 

L
aw

yers here say they have never seen a w
arrant like this 

1
8
-p

ag
e d

o
cu

m
en

t, w
h
ich

 p
u
rp

o
rts to

 sh
o
w

 th
at "th

ere is p
ro

-
b
ab

le an
d
 reaso

n
ab

le cau
se" fo

r issu
in

g
 a search

 w
arran

t, fo
r 

in
clu

d
in

g
 a n

o
-k

n
o
ck

 clau
se an

d
 fo

r en
terin

g
 in

 th
e n

ig
h
t o

n
 th

e 
b
asis o

f an
 in

terp
retatio

n
 o

f P
an

th
er p

o
litics an

d
 p

rio
r in

cid
en

ts 
b
etw

een
 P

an
th

ers an
d
 p

o
lice in

 o
th

er cities. T
h
e w

arran
t g

o
es so

 
far as to

 cite th
e C

h
icag

o
 p

o
lice v

ersio
n
 o

f th
e k

illin
g
s o

f F
red

 
H

am
p
to

n
 an

d
 M

ark
 C

lark
 as if it w

ere fact, as w
ell as statin

g
 "in

 
th

e last sev
eral y

ears, m
em

b
ers o

f th
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 h
av

e 
killed policem

en
-in

 O
ak

lan
d
 an

d
 a p

o
licem

an
 in

 S
an

ta A
n
n
a." It 

is .tru
e th

at a P
an

th
er w

as accu
sed

 o
f k

illin
g
 a S

an
ta A

n
n
a co

p
 last 

sp
rin

g
 b

u
t h

e w
as released

 fo
r lack

 o
f ev

id
en

ce an
d
 an

o
th

er 
P

an
th

er is still aw
aitin

g
 trial o

n
 th

e ch
arg

e. T
h
e k

illin
g
 o

f W
ally

 
T

oure P
ope is also cited as an exam

ple of P
anther violence against 

police. 
T

o
 sh

o
w

 th
at th

ese alleg
ed

 acts are p
arty

 p
o
licy

, th
e 

w
arran

ts rep
rin

t "E
x
ecu

tiv
e M

an
d
ate N

o
. 3

" b
y
 H

u
ey

 N
ew

to
n
, 

w
hich is nearly tw

o years old. It describes the S
t. V

alentine's D
ay 

M
assacre in 1929, w

hen outlaw
s nosed ac 



a
t tu

n
ic

),  sta
te

u
 m

a
t to

e
 L

.A
. its w

ere also p
arties to

 su
ch

 acts o
f 

v
io

len
ce. A

n
o
th

er co
p
 testified

 P
an

th
ers w

ere p
lo

ttin
g
 to

 lay
 a 

trap
 fo

r p
o
lice an

d
 firem

en
 b

y
 settin

g
 fire to

 n
eig

h
b
o
rin

g
 b

u
ild

-
in

g
s' an

d
 th

en
 firin

g
 fro

m
 th

eir h
ead

q
u
arters o

n
 firem

en
 an

d
 

p
o
licein

en
 w

h
o
 resp

o
n
d
ed

. T
h
is ab

su
rd

 claim
 is o

n
ly

 o
n
e o

f m
an

y
 

th
at h

ad
 n

o
th

in
g
 w

h
atev

er to
 d

o
 w

ith
 th

e ch
arg

es b
ro

u
g
h
t ag

ain
st 

th
e d

efen
d
an

ts. 
T

h
e carefu

lly
 cu

ltiv
ated

 im
p
ressio

n
 b

ein
g
 fo

isted
 o

n
 th

e 
p
u
b
lic an

d
 th

e y
et u

n
selected

 ju
ry

 th
at th

e P
an

th
ers are d

an
g
er- 

New Haven 14 under pressure 
that bail be granted because there w

as no sub 
stan

tial ev
id

en
ce ag

ain
st h

er T
h
e co

u
rt w

as 
fo

rced
 to

 ag
ree th

at th
is w

as so
 an

d
 in

 a lan
d
-

m
ark decision bail w

as granted for the fitst tim
e 

ever in a C
onnecticut capital case. F

rances C
ar-

ter w
as b

ailed
 o

u
t o

n
 Jan

. 1
9
 after h

er p
aren

ts 
scraped up a $750 bond to secure $10,000 bail. 

L
ess than tw

o days later, the state called 
h
er 'to

 th
e stan

d
, g

ran
ted

 h
er a rath

er v
ag

u
e 

im
m

u
n
ity

 an
d
 to

ld
 h

er sh
e m

u
st. testify

. H
er 

law
y
er p

ro
tested

 th
e co

n
stitu

tio
n
ality

 o
f th

is 
m

ove, but w
as overruled. F

acing a bitter choice, 
C

arter n
o
n
eth

eless refu
sed

 to
 testify

! "n
o
t 'b

e-
cause I feared that anything I said w

ould result 
in any harm

 to m
e by m

y brothers acid sisters, 
b
u
t b

ecau
se I lo

v
e an

d
 resep

ct th
en

i an
d
 th

e 
m

asses of the people and w
ould never turn on 

them
." S

he w
as im

m
ediately held in O

ontem
pt 

o
f co

u
rt, h

er b
ail w

as rev
o
k
ed

 an
d
 sh

e w
as 

sen
ten

ced
 to

 six
 m

o
n
th

s in
 jail. - 

 

B
ut even this kind of harassm

ent, includ-
in

g
 b

ein
g
 sep

arated
 fro

m
 h

er tw
o
-m

o
n
th

-o
ld

 
child, did not break F

rances C
arter's spirit. In a 

statem
en

t w
ritten

 ju
st after h

er m
o
m

en
t o

f 
freed

o
m

 h
ad

 b
een

 term
in

ated
, sh

e slid
: "I'd

 
rath

er ro
t in

 jail th
an

 to
 g

iv
e state's n

tto
rn

ey
 

M
arkle a chance to try to gain som

e m
anhood 

o
r in

flate h
is eg

o
 an

y
 m

o
re th

an
 w

h
at it is. I 

h
av

e th
e p

eo
p
le w

ith
 m

e. A
s lo

n
g
 as th

ey
 re-

m
a
in

 to
 h

a
v
e
 th

e
 fa

ith
 in

 m
e
, I'll re

m
a
in

 
stro

n
g
 .. .. M

ark
le an

d
 h

is lack
ey

s can
n
o
t jail 

m
y spirit and they definitely can't jail the revo-

lu
tio

n
. S

eize th
e tim

e! A
ll p

o
w

er to
 th

e P
eo

-
ple!" 

Special to the G
uardian 

N
ew

 H
aven, C

onn. 
. M

o
n
th

s b
efo

re th
e N

ew
 H

av
en

 1
4
'B

lack
 

P
an

th
er m

u
rd

er trial is to
 b

eg
in

, th
e p

ro
secu

-
tion and police are increasing their coercion and 
intim

idation of the P
anther defendants. 

U
nw

illing to w
ait until the trial starts, the 

o
fficials are attem

p
tin

g
 to

 p
ressu

re th
e d

efen
-

dants into trying to save their ow
n skins at the 

cost of betraying their com
rades in the P

anther 
p
arty

, in
 retu

rn
 fo

r th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 o

f lesser 
punishm

ent. 
T

o date, nine of the defendants, although 
su

b
m

itted
 to

 eig
h
t m

o
n
th

s o
f p

ressu
re an

d
 

brainw
ashing, have w

ithstood this pressure. T
w

o 
o
th

ers, L
o
retta L

u
ck

es an
d
 W

arren
 K

im
b
ro

, 
have given in to the pressure and have pleaded 
guilty to various lesser charges. 

T
he P

anther defendants, including nation-
al p

arty
 ch

airm
an

 B
o
b
b
y
 S

eale, are ch
arg

ed
 

w
ith

 th
e k

id
n
ap

-m
u
rd

er o
f A

lex
 R

ack
ley

. If 
convicted, all face the death penalty. T

he party 
m

aintains that R
ackley w

as a m
em

ber in good 
standing of the P

anthers and w
as m

urdered by 
police agents. 

T
h
e p

o
lice ch

arg
e ' th

at th
e P

an
th

ers 
th

o
u
g
h
t R

ack
ley

 w
as an

 in
fo

rm
er in

 th
e N

ew
 

Y
O

rk 21 case and w
as tried and executed by the 

P
anthers. 

F
rances C

arter, 2
2
, is ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 acces-
so

ry
 

to
 m

u
rd

er, k
id

n
ap

p
in

g
, co

n
sp

iracy
, an

d
 

b
in

d
in

g
. S

h
e w

as p
reg

n
an

t at th
e tim

e o
f h

er 
arrest, an

d
 g

av
e b

irth
 u

n
d
er arm

ed
 g

u
ard

. H
er 

law
yer, C

atherine R
otaback, m

oved last m
onth 

6 /P
A

N
T

H
E

R
S /F

E
B

R
U

A
R

Y
 1970 /G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

 

M
assacre in 1929, w

hen outlaw
s posed as police to gain entr 

to
 th

e lo
ck

ed
 p

rem
ises o

f riv
al b

o
o
tleg

g
ers, w

h
o
m

 th
ey

 k
 

w
ith

 m
ach

in
e g

u
n
s. H

u
ey

 lists a series o
f th

reats an
d
 il 

entrees of P
anther residences and concludes, "W

e have no w
z 

d
eterm

in
in

g
 th

at a m
an

 in
 u

n
ifo

rm
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a fo
rced

 o
u
 

en
try

 in
to

 o
u
r h

o
m

e is in
 fact a g

u
ard

ian
 o

f th
e law

. H
e is ai 

lik
e a law

b
reak

er an
d
 w

e m
u
st m

ak
e an

 ap
p
ro

p
riate resp

o
i 

T
he search w

arrant interprets H
uey's directive as advocating ' 

lence to police officers." 
Iro

n
ically

, N
ew

to
n
's w

arn
in

g
 o

n
 th

e S
t. V

alen
tin

e's 
M

assacre w
as alm

o
st a p

ro
p
h
ecy

 o
f th

e w
ay

 p
o
lice b

eh
av

c 
4
:3

0
 a.m

. D
ec. 8

. T
h
e p

o
lice v

ersio
n
 o

f th
e b

attle states 
sim

p
lY

 y
elled

 "O
p
en

 u
p
, th

is is th
e p

o
lice" at th

e d
o
o
r an

d
 

b
attered

 th
e d

o
o
r d

o
w

n
—

n
ev

er m
en

tio
n
in

g
 th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 
ran

ts. (P
an

th
ers say, th

at th
ey

 w
ere aw

ak
en

ed
 b

y
 th

e so
u
n
 

co
p
s sh

o
o
tin

g
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e d
o
o
r.) E

v
en

 w
ere th

e p
o
lice sto

ry
 

it w
o
u
ld

 b
e clear w

h
y
 th

e P
an

th
ers th

o
u
g
h
t th

ey
 w

ere t 
attacked. M

any prom
inent b

lack
 citizen

s as w
ell as law

y
ers 

stated
 th

at th
e raid

in
g
 p

arty
 in

ten
d
ed

 to
 m

u
rd

er th
e P

an
th

ers. 

S
earch

 w
arran

t a p
loy 

. T
h
e ev

id
en

ce th
at th

e ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 search

 w
arran

t 
an

 ex
cu

se to
 catch

 th
e P

an
th

ers b
y
 su

rp
rise an

d
 m

u
rd

er th
ey

 
n
ig

h
t ap

p
ears co

m
p
ellin

g
. W

h
y
 w

as n
o
 attem

p
t m

ad
e o

n
 seN

 
p
o
ssib

le o
ccasio

n
s to

 p
eacefu

lly
 arrest P

an
th

ers n
am

ed
 in

 
w

arran
t p

rio
r to

 th
e attack

s? .W
h
y
 d

id
 p

o
lice co

n
d
u
ct th

e rai 
th

e early
 m

o
rn

in
g
 d

ark
n
ess, th

en
 tell th

e n
ew

s m
ed

ia th
e r 

started
 at 5

:3
0
 (d

ay
b
reak

)? W
h
y
 d

id
 p

o
lice cu

t o
ff all co

m
m

 
catio

n
s in

 th
e attack

 'area, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e streets an
d
 p

ay
 I 

phones? W
hy did they attem

pt to keep the press out? W
hy dig 

th
ey

 w
arn

 an
y
 n

eig
h
b
o
rs u

n
til tw

o
 h

o
u
rs after th

e sh
o
o
 

began? W
hy did they practice the attack w

eeks in advance, bet 
th

ey
 h

ad
 a w

arran
t, ev

en
 b

efo
re th

e alleg
ed

 "assau
lt" (P

an
t! 

p
o
in

tin
g
 a g

u
n
 at a co

p
) w

h
ich

 resu
lted

 in
 th

e arrest w
arm

 
W

h
y
 b

rin
g
 3

0
0
 co

p
s, m

ilitary
 w

eap
o
n
s, d

y
n
am

ite, an
 arr 

h
elico

p
ter an

d
 a tan

k
 o

n
 th

e first attem
p
t to

 search
 a b

u
ild

in
g
? 

T
h
e sp

irit o
f th

e jailed
 P

an
th

ers an
d
 o

f th
o
se free 

carry
 o

n
 p

arty
 w

o
rk

 is am
azin

g
ly

 h
ig

h
. T

h
e L

.A
.'I8

 are refer 
to

 a
s h

e
ro

e
s a

n
d
 v

ic
to

rs. T
h
e
 C

e
n
tra

l S
t. o

ffic
e
 h

a
s b

 
co

n
d
em

n
ed

 b
y
 th

e H
ealth

 D
ep

artm
en

t an
d
 th

e P
an

th
ers h

 
been evicted, but they are opening a new

 office on 1 13th S
t. 1 

breakfast-for-children program
 is co

n
tin

u
in

g
 an

d
 ex

p
an

d
in

g
.3

1
 

h
ealth

 clin
ic h

as n
o
w

 b
een

 o
p
en

ed
. M

u
ch

 o
f th

e P
an

th
ers' su

e( 
in

 co
n
tin

u
in

g
 th

eir w
o
rk

 is d
u
e to

 trem
en

d
o
u
s co

m
m

u
n
ity

 s 
p
o
rt, w

h
ite an

d
 b

lack
. M

u
ch

 is also
 d

u
e to

 th
e m

o
o
d
 o

f v
icti 

th
at still su

rro
u
n
d
s th

e D
ec. 8

 b
attle an

d
 to

 th
e clear an

d
 

stan
d
in

g
 th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t h
as sin

g
led

 th
e p

arty
 o

u
t fo

r an
n
ih

 
tion. M

oderate blacks-h
av

e b
een

 fo
rced

 to
 co

m
e to

 term
s w

ith
 

v
io

len
ce o

f A
m

erica an
d
 d

efen
d
 th

e P
an

th
er p

ro
g
ram

; th
e m

o
 

m
en

t, b
lack

, w
h
ite an

d
 lib

eral is u
n
ited

 aro
u
n
d
 th

e' n
eed

 
d
efen

d
 th

e P
an

th
ers. If o

n
e m

o
re P

an
th

er w
ere to

 b
e k

illed
 n

c 
all hell m

ight break loose. 



Panthers grow from ghetto oppression 
B

y R
enee B

lakkan 
D

in
g

y
 sto

res m
u

ltip
ly

 in
 all d

irectio
n

s 
aro

u
n
d
 th

e B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
 m

in
istry

 o
f 

inform
ation office in the B

ronx section of N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 C
ity

. T
in

 can
s an

d
 filth

 lin
e th

e streets, 
clogged w

ith traffic. 
Inside the office, B

renda H
yson, a young 

P
anther w

om
an, described the conditions w

hich 
gave rise to the P

anther party. 
"T

h
e g

h
etto

," sh
e said

. "A
ll th

e co
n
-

d
itio

n
s o

f th
e g

h
etto

 m
ak

e th
e fo

rm
atiO

n
 o

f a 
rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 p
arty

 n
ecessary

 b
ecau

se all th
e 

co
n
d
itio

n
s—

fro
m

 d
isease to

 p
o
o
r h

o
u
sin

g
 to

 
bad food

—
co

n
stitu

te a'p
lo

t o
f g

en
o

cid
e b

y
 th

e 
pow

er structure against. the black people of the 
U

nited S
tates." 

A
s exam

ple she talked briefly of B
row

ns-
v

ille, a sp
raw

lin
g

 b
lack

 g
h

etto
 in

 B
ro

o
k

ly
n

 
w

here the party is also organizing. 
"B

ro
w

n
sv

ille resem
b

les a b
o

m
b

ed
-o

u
t 

zone," she said. "T
here's not a block that is not 

run dow
n, w

here there aren't buildings burned 
out, boarded up or com

pletely torn dow
n. R

ats 
run in packs. T

here m
ust be three, four or five 

bad fires a day." 
F

ro
m

 th
e P

resid
en

t o
f th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
an

d
 th

e ru
lin

g
 class to

 th
e slu

m
 lan

d
lo

rd
 an

d
 

the cheating grocer—
all, she said, profit from

 
th

e ex
p
lo

itatio
n
 an

d
 o

p
p
ressio

n
 o

f th
e b

lack
 

m
asses. "A

n
d
 th

at," sh
e co

n
tin

u
ed

, "is w
h
y
 

there is a B
lack P

anther party." 
G

enocide, said B
renda H

yson, is w
hen a 

b
lack

 ch
ild

 d
ies o

f p
n
eu

in
o
n
ia in

 an
 u

n
h
eated

 
g

h
etto

 ap
artm

en
t. G

en
o

cid
e is w

h
en

 a y
o

u
n

g
 

m
an

 o
r w

o
m

an
 is d

en
ied

 a d
ecen

t jo
b

 o
r th

e 
ed

u
catio

n
 to

 g
et a jo

b
. G

en
o
cid

e is w
h
en

 a  

teen
ag

e k
id

 tu
rn

s to
 h

ard
 d

ru
g
s to

 escap
e th

e 
reality of the w

hite m
an's black ghetto. 

T
o
 b

e p
o
o
r an

d
 b

lack
 in

 A
m

erica, sh
e 

said
, is to

 b
e th

e v
ictim

 o
f "a co

ld
, calcu

lated
 

plot lasting from
 before birth until death." 

T
alk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t d

ru
g
 ad

d
icts in

 th
e b

lack
 

com
m

unity, she pointed out that just as opium
 

w
as used against the people by the rulers of old 

C
h

in
a, so

 d
o

p
e an

d
 h

ero
in

 are u
sed

 ag
ain

st 
oppressed people in the U

.S
. "U

ntil black peo-_ 
p
le g

ain
 co

n
tro

l o
f th

e p
ig

 [p
o
lice] d

ep
art-

m
en

t," sh
e d

eclared
, "th

is p
ro

b
lem

 w
ill co

n
-

tin
u
e. T

h
e co

p
s p

erm
it th

e d
ru

g
 p

u
sh

ers to
 

o
p

erate. T
h

e sy
stem

 d
o

esn
't w

an
t to

 sto
p

 
d
o
p
e." 

P
overty program

s a hustle 

"P
overty program

s?" said B
renda H

yson. 
"T

hey have one going now
 w

here you are sup-
p

o
sed

 to
 call u

p
 th

e M
ay

o
r an

d
 tell hiin your 

problem
s. T

hese program
s aren't m

eant to serve 
the people. T

hey are set up to serve the ruling 
class—

an
d
 th

e p
eo

p
le k

n
o
w

 th
at. T

h
e p

eo
p
le 

th
ey

 g
et to

 w
o
rk

 o
n
 th

e p
o
v
erty

 p
ro

g
ram

s are 
just hustling'for them

selves." 
O

n
e o

f th
e reaso

n
s th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t is 
crack

in
g
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

e P
an

th
er p

arty
, sh

e said
, 

w
as that the people in the black com

m
unity are 

beginnini tp realize the P
anthers are seriously 

trying to serve the people w
hile the city, state 

and federal agencies are serving the hustlers. 
T

h
e sch

o
o

ls also
 serv

e th
e p

o
w

er stru
c-

ture, she. said. "T
he rulers say, 'w

e w
ill not let 

blacks get too educated because w
e need cheap 

labor; scab labor.' " 
T

he-P
anthers understand th

ere w
ill n

ev
er  

b
e a d

ecen
t life fo

r b
lack

 p
eo

p
le u

n
d

er th
e 

cap
italist sy

stem
. "H

u
ey

 [N
ew

to
n
] w

rites 
about how

 the black m
an blam

es him
self if he 

fails. T
h
e p

arty
 p

o
in

ts o
u
t," sh

e said
, "th

at 
capitalism

 m
akes him

 fail. T
he only place out-

side the ghetto for a black person, in the capi-
talist's m

ind, is in the grave." 
T

h
e P

an
th

er p
arty

 w
as b

o
rn

 o
u
t o

f th
e 

needs of the people in black A
m

erica, she said 
and the party has developed program

s to m
eet 

these needs.. T
he police and press try to depict 

th
e
 P

a
n

th
e
rs a

s to
ta

lly
 a

b
so

rb
e
d

 in
 v

io
-

len
ce—

b
u

t th
e reality

, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 B

ren
d

a 
H

yson and party practice, is quite different. 
T

h
e P

an
th

er free b
reak

fast-fo
r-ch

ild
ren

 
p

ro
g

ram
 in

 d
o

zen
s o

f b
lack

 co
m

m
u

n
ities is a 

serious effort to feed hungry children—
to serve 

th
e p

eo
p

le o
r at least th

at sm
all n

u
m

b
er o

f 
p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 can

 b
e serv

ed
 w

ith
in

 th
e P

an
th

er 
party's lim

ited resources by providing the sem
-

b
lan

ce.o
f an

 ad
eq

u
ate d

iet fo
r th

o
u

san
d

s o
f 

young black children. 
T

h
e
 p

a
rty

 a
lso

 c
o
n
d
u
c
ts lib

e
ra

tio
n
 

sch
o

o
ls w

h
ere b

lack
 ch

ild
ren

 learn
 rev

o
lu

-
tionary culture and history. W

hen w
eather per-

m
its, th

ey
 tak

e th
e ch

ild
ren

 o
n

 field
 trip

s. In
 

the liberation classes, children from
 age three to 

1
0

 learn
 ab

o
u

t th
e p

arty
's 1

0
-p

o
in

t p
ro

g
ram

 
(page 2), "about H

uey and B
obby [S

eale] and 
other things that relate directly to their lives," 
the P

anther w
om

an said. "It is the children, fed 
good food for the first tim

e, learn
in

g
 th

eir tru
e 

h
isto

ry
 fo

r th
e
 first tim

e
, w

h
o
 w

ill m
a
k
e
 th

e
 

rev
o
lu

tio
n
." 

N.Y. tries 
in

 em
o

ch
 th

in
 

B
y R

od S
uch 

T
h
e B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 cam
e to

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

 in
 th

e 
la

te
 su

m
m

e
r o

f 1
9
6
8
. B

y
 A

p
ril 1

9
6
9
, th

e
 p

a
rty

's N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 
lead

ersh
ip

 w
as im

p
riso

n
ed

 an
d
 n

o
w

 faces m
ax

im
u
m

 sen
ten

ces o
f 

1
5
0
 y

ears in
 p

riso
n

 in
 th

e P
an

th
er 2

1
 co

n
sp

iracy
 trial. P

re-trial 
h
earin

g
s b

eg
an

 in
 F

eb
ru

ary
. 

B
u
t to

 im
ag

in
e th

at th
e p

arty
's o

rig
in

al lead
ersh

ip
 en

jo
y
- 

p.ft 	
n
p
rin

ri 	
i.n

n
t
 	

• 	
• 	

• 



to sm
asn toe 

Panthers 
B

u
t to

 im
ag

in
e th

at th
e p

arty
's o

rig
in

al lead
ersh

ip
 en

jo
y
-

ed
 a p

erio
d
 o

f at least eig
h
t m

o
n
th

s in
 w

h
ich

 to
 o

rg
an

ize in
 th

e 
b
lack

 co
m

m
u
n
ities o

f H
arlem

 an
d
 B

ed
fo

rd
 S

tu
y
v
esan

t, free fro
m

 
p
o
lice h

arassm
en

t, is an
 illu

sio
n
. N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 p
o
lice fasten

ed
 th

eir 
h

o
o

k
s _

o
n
 th

e P
an

th
ers fro

m
 th

e m
o

m
en

t o
f th

e p
arty

's in
cep

tio
n

. 
" T

h
e testim

o
n
y
 in

 th
e first w

eek
 o

f th
e trial h

earin
g
 o

f 
p
o
lice in

sp
ecto

r W
illiam

 K
n
ap

p
 h

as clearly
 rev

ealed
 th

e n
atu

re 
an

d
 ex

ten
t o

f th
e p

o
lice actio

n
s. T

h
e p

o
lice S

p
ecial S

erv
ices 

D
iv

isio
n
, k

n
o
w

n
 as th

e R
ed

 S
q
u
ad

, in
filtrated

 th
e P

an
th

ers w
ith

 
th

ree fu
ll-tim

e u
n
d
erco

v
er p

o
licem

en
, w

h
o
 jo

in
ed

 th
e p

arty
 w

h
en

 
it w

as o
rg

an
ized

. T
h
e in

filtrato
rs w

ere reg
u
lar p

o
lice o

fficers, n
o
t 

p
aid

 in
fo

rm
ers, w

h
o
 rem

ain
ed

 in
 th

e p
arty

 u
n
til A

p
ril 2

 last y
ear 

w
h
en

 th
e P

an
th

er 2
1
 w

ere arrested
 o

n
 th

e co
n
sp

iracy
 ch

arg
es, 

according to police sources. 
T

h
e u

n
d
erco

v
er co

p
s, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e N

.Y
. P

o
st, are to

 
b
e th

e M
an

h
attan

 d
istrict atto

rn
ey

's k
ey

. w
itn

esses• w
h
en

 h
e at-

tem
p
ts to

 p
ro

v
e th

at th
e P

an
th

ers co
n
sp

ired
 to

 fireb
o
m

b
 fiv

e 
M

an
h
attan

 d
ep

artm
en

t sto
res, to

 b
o
m

b
 sectio

n
s o

f th
e N

ew
 

H
av

en
 co

m
m

u
ter railro

ad
, to

 attack
 v

ario
u
s p

o
lice p

recin
cts an

d
 

to
• b

o
m

b
 th

e B
ro

n
x
 B

o
tan

ical G
ard

en
s, as ch

arg
ed

 in
 th

e g
ran

d
 

ju
ry

 in
d
ictm

en
t A

p
ril 2

. 

P
olice h

arassm
en

t 

P
an

th
er attorn

ey G
erald

 L
efcou

rt d
escrib

ed
 th

e u
n

d
er-

cover su
rveillan

ce as a clear in
d

ication
 th

at "
th

e govern
m

en
t 

w
a
n

ted
 to

 try
 to

 set u
p

 th
e p

a
rty

 fro
m

 th
e b

eg
in

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 to
 

co
n

tro
l its co

u
rse."

 It a
lso

 m
a
d

e it p
o
ssib

le to
 im

p
riso

n
 th

e 
P

an
th

ers on
 con

sp
iracy ch

arges, for crim
es n

ever com
m

itted
. 

D
u

rin
g th

eir b
rief h

istory in
 N

ew
 Y

ork
 th

e P
an

th
ers h

ave 
b

een
 co

n
tin

u
a
lly

 su
b

ject to
 p

o
lice h

a
ra

ssm
en

t. T
h

ey
 w

ere a
t-

tack
ed

 b
y off-d

u
ty p

olicem
en

 in
 a B

rook
lyn

 cou
rth

ou
se S

ep
t: 4, 

1968; th
ey h

ave con
sisten

tly faced
 arrests on

 p
etty ch

arges an
d

 
last O

ctob
er th

e H
arlem

 office w
as ran

sack
ed

. 
In

 th
e m

on
th

s b
efore th

eir arrests, th
e P

an
th

ers w
ere 

active in
 organ

izin
g arou

n
d

 sch
ool d

ecen
tralization

 in
 N

ew
 Y

ork
; 

sp
ecifically, th

e exp
erim

en
t in

 com
m

u
n

ity con
trol of sch

ools in
 

th
e O

cean
 H

ill-B
row

n
sville d

istrict. T
h

ey estab
lish

ed
 a b

reak
fast-

for-ch
ild

ren
 p

rogram
, a lib

eration
 sch

ool an
d

 organized a success-
fu

l ren
t strik

e, in
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 settin
g
 u

p
 a cen

ter w
h
ere w

elfare 
rights w

ork w
as done. 

Z
ay

d
 S

h
ak

u
r, th

e P
an

th
er's•N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 d
ep

u
ty

 m
in

ister 
o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
, h

as arg
u
ed

 th
at w

h
en

 an
y
 m

ilitan
t b

lack
 g

ro
u
p
 

b
eg

in
s relatin

g
 co

n
cretely

 to
 b

lack
 p

eo
p
le, it is en

d
em

ic to
 th

e 
city

's p
o
w

er stru
ctu

re to
 d

estro
y
 th

at g
ro

u
p
. S

in
ce th

e assassi-
n
atio

n
 o

f M
alco

lm
 X

, em
erg

in
g
 b

lack
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
s, lik

e th
e 

fo
rm

er R
ev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 A
ctio

n
 M

o
v
em

en
t (R

A
M

), w
ere d

estro
y
ed

 
b
efo

re th
ey

 co
u
ld

 g
ro

w
 an

d
 th

e sam
e p

o
lice lo

g
ic w

as ap
p
lied

 to
 

th
e P

an
th

ers, S
h
ak

u
r said

. 
A

s p
riso

n
ers aw

aitin
g
 trial th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 2
1
 w

ere in
car-

cerated
 in

 sev
en

 d
ifferen

t jails sp
read

 acro
ss th

e fo
u
r b

o
ro

u
g
h
s o

f
,  

th
e city

, m
ak

in
g
 it v

irtu
ally

 im
p
o
ssib

le fo
r th

e d
efen

se atto
rn

ey
s 

to
 p

rep
are th

eir d
efen

se. It 
to

o
k
 a fed

eral co
u
rt ru

lin
g
 sev

eral 
m

o
n
th

s after th
e in

d
ictm

en
t b

efo
re atto

rn
ey

s co
u
ld

 m
eet w

ith
 

th
e im

p
riso

n
ed

 P
an

th
ers as a grou

p
. It also took

 several m
on

th
i 

M
ounted cops on guard during N

. Y
. 21 p

rotest. 

b
efo

re th
e 2

4
-h

o
u

r, lig
h

ts-o
n

 lo
ck

u
p

, th
e restricted

 v
isitin

g
 an

d
 

recreatio
n
 rig

h
ts an

d
 o

th
er d

iscrim
in

atin
g
 p

riso
n
 co

n
d
itio

n
s w

ere 
p
artially

 reliev
ed

. E
v
en

 n
o
w

, h
o
w

ev
er, th

e P
an

th
ers are k

ep
t in

 
m

ax
im

u
m

 secu
rity

, iso
lated

 fro
m

 o
th

er p
riso

n
ers an

d
 fed

 o
n
e 

m
eal a day in the evening. 

M
an

h
attan

 su
p
rem

e co
u
rt an

d
 ju

stice Jo
h
n
 M

. M
u
rtag

h
, 

th
e trial ju

d
g
e, in

 p
articu

lar, are p
rim

arily
 resp

o
n
sib

le, fo
r th

e 
nearly 11 m

on
th

s im
p
riso

n
m

en
t o

f 1
2
 P

an
th

ers cu
rren

tly
 o

n
 trial, 

h
eld

 o
n
 b

ail ran
gin

g from
 $50,000 to $100,000. In

 th
e cou

rse of 
th

e p
re-trial h

earin
gs, th

e P
an

th
ers h

ave m
ad

e it clear th
at th

eir 
op

en
 d

efian
ce of th

e cou
rts is largely d

u
e to th

e violation
 of th

eir 
con

stitu
tion

al righ
ts, u

n
d

er th
e 14th

 A
m

en
d

m
en

t, b
ecau

se th
e 

bail requirem
ents am

ount to pre-trial detention. 
P

an
th

er attorn
eys h

ave ap
p

ealed
 for b

ail red
u

ction
s at 

20 d
ifferen

t h
earin

gs b
efore five state cou

rts an
d

 th
ree fed

eral 
cou

rts. T
h

e U
.S

. su
p

rem
e cou

rt h
as d

elayed
 for n

early a m
on

th
 its 

d
ecision

 on
 w

h
eth

er to h
ear th

e P
an

th
er's ap

p
eal. T

h
e d

elay, 
according to the P

anther party, is clearly for political reasons. 
In

 refu
sin

g
 to

 lo
w

er b
ail, M

u
rtag

h
 an

d
 ju

stice C
h
arles 

M
ark

s b
efo

re h
im

 ap
p
aren

tly
 accep

ted
 assistan

t d
istrict atto

rn
ey

 
Jo

sep
h
 P

h
illip

s' arg
u
m

en
t th

at th
e P

an
th

ers w
ere "terro

rists." 
D

esp
ite a n

eb
u
lo

u
s in

d
ictm

en
t, th

e fact th
at b

o
m

b
in

g
s d

id
 n

o
t 

o
ccu

r an
d

 th
e b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

s o
f m

o
st o

f th
e P

an
th

ers, th
e ju

stices 
h
av

e in
 effect d

eterm
in

ed
 th

e P
an

th
ers g

u
ilty

—
u
n
til p

ro
v
en

 in
n
o
-

cent. T
he court can barely hide its collusion in a political trial. 

T
h
e m

ed
ia h

as p
lay

ed
 a p

articu
larly

 d
estru

ctiv
e ro

le in
 

th
e case o

f th
e P

an
th

er 2
1

. B
eg

in
n

in
g

 w
ith

 sen
satio

n
alized

 ac-
co

u
n
ts o

f th
e arrests last A

p
ril, th

e p
ress fo

llo
w

ed
 u

p
 w

ith
 articles 

alleging the P
anthers received aid from

 C
uba; w

ere involved in the 
fireb

o
m

b
in

g
 o

f a b
lack

 ch
u
rch

; h
ad

 sto
len

 fu
n
d
s fro

m
 &

city
 

poverty agency; w
ere involved in the shooting of a black national-

ist in H
arlem

 and w
ere linked w

ith the m
urder of A

lex R
ackley in 

N
ew

 H
av

en
, C

o
n
n
. N

o
n
e o

f th
ese alleg

atio
n
s p

an
n
ed

 o
u
t, b

u
t 

p
o
lice co

n
tin

u
e to

 leak
 sto

ries o
f th

is n
atu

re to
 th

e m
ed

ia w
h
en

-
ever convenient. 

B
etw

een
 th

e -p
o
lice, th

e p
ress an

d
 th

e ju
d
g
e, it h

ard
ly

 
seem

s lik
ely

 th
e P

an
th

er 2
1
 w

ill b
e b

ack
 o

n
, th

e streets fo
r a lo

n
g
 

tim
e to

 co
m

e—
w

h
ich

 is p
recisely

 w
h
at th

e p
o
w

er stru
ctu

re in
-

ten
d
ed

 th
e d

ay
 th

e first P
an

th
er cam

e.to
  N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 to
 o

rg
an

ize 
am

ong the largest concentration of black people in A
m

erica. 

G
U

A
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D
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N
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A
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T
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Black 
oppression 

in America 

B
y R

andy Fiust 
F

or 22 m
illion black A

m
ericans in the U

nited S
tates, the 

daily struggle for survival is particularly acute. T
hey are oppressed 

as b
lack

s an
d
 as w

o
rk

ers—
an

d
 in

 cap
italist A

m
erica, th

ey
 co

m
e 

• 
out last, econom

ically, politically and of course, as a race. 
W

hat follow
s are statistics outlining that oppression, de-

rived from
 governm

ent reports except w
here otherw

ise noted: 
• In

fan
t m

o
rtality

 rate: O
u
t o

f ev
ery

 1
0
0
 b

ab
ies W

h
o
 d

ie 
in infancy, 75%

 are black babies, the N
ational U

rban L
eague said 

in
 its 1

9
6
8
 an

n
u
al rep

o
rt.... T

h
e in

fan
t m

o
rtality

 rate in
 1

9
6
8
 

w
as 24.8 per thousand for non-w

hite infants, less than one m
onth 

o
ld

. T
h
e rate fo

r w
h
ites w

as 1
5
.6

.... T
h
e in

fan
t d

eath
 rate fo

r 
o
n
e m

o
n
th

 to
 a y

ear w
as 1

4
 p

er th
o
u
san

d
 fo

r n
o
n
-w

h
ites. T

h
e 

rate for w
hites w

as five per thousand. (T
here are about 22 m

illion 
b
lack

s, co
n
stitu

tin
g
 1

1
%

 o
f th

e p
o
p
u
latio

n
 o

f th
e U

.S
. T

h
e term

 
n
o
n
-w

h
ite is o

ften
 u

sed
 b

y
 th

e C
en

su
s B

u
reau

. O
f th

e,to
tal 

non-w
hite population, 92%

 is black.) 
L

ife ex
p
ectan

cy
: F

o
r b

lack
s in

 th
e U

.S
., th

e U
rb

an
 

L
eag

u
e rep

o
rts th

at life ex
p
ectan

cy
 w

as 6
3
.6

 y
ears in

 1
9
6
8
 w

h
ile 

for w
hite A

m
ericans, it w

as 70.19 Y
ears. 

In
co

m
e an

d
 p

o
v
erty

: D
esp

ite th
e rh

eto
ric o

f th
e K

en
n
e-

d
y
, Jo

h
n
so

n
 an

d
 N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
s, co

rp
o
rate p

ro
fits re-

m
au

led
 far m

o
re im

p
o
rtan

t th
an

 p
eo

p
le's in

co
m

es an
d
 b

lack
 

A
m

erican
s rem

ain
ed

 th
e m

o
st o

p
p
ressed

. B
ased

 o
n
 th

e g
o
v
ern

-, 
m

en
t's d

efin
itio

n
 o

f p
o
v
erty

, th
ere w

ere 2
5
.5

 m
illio

n
 p

o
o
r p

eo
p
le 

in the U
.S

. in 1968 and three out of 10 w
ere black and non-w

hite, 
th

e D
ep

artm
en

t o
f L

ab
o
r rep

o
rts.. .. In

 1
9
6
8
 th

e in
co

m
e o

f 
b
lack

 fam
ilies w

as o
n
ly

 6
0
%

 o
f th

e m
ed

ian
 in

co
m

es o
f w

h
ites 

.. T
h
e m

ed
ian

 fam
ily

 in
co

m
e o

f a b
lack

 fam
ily

 in
 th

e U
.S

. w
as 

$
5
3
5
9
 in

 1
9
6
8
. T

h
e m

ed
ian

 in
co

m
e fo

r a w
h
ite fam

ily
 acco

rd
in

g
 

to
 th

e U
.S

. D
ep

t. o
f C

o
m

m
erce w

as $
8
9
3
6
. ... In

 1
9
6
8
 2

3
%

 o
f 

b
lack

 fam
ilies h

ad
 m

ed
ian

 in
co

m
es o

f less th
an

 $
3
0
0
0
. N

in
e p

er 
cen

t o
f w

h
ite fam

ilies in
 th

e U
.S

. earn
ed

 less th
an

 $
3
0
0
0
.... T

h
e 

C
o
m

m
erce D

ep
artm

en
t rep

o
rts th

at o
n
e-th

ird
 o

f all fam
ilies th

at 
w

ere b
lack

 o
r n

o
n
-w

h
ite earn

ed
 $

8
0
0
0
 o

r m
o
re. H

o
w

ev
er, in

fla-
tio

n
 h

as tak
en

 its to
ll o

n
 in

creased
 in

co
m

es. A
n
 $

8
0
0
0
 in

co
m

e in
 

1
9
6
8
 w

a
s e

q
u
iv

a
le

n
t to

 th
e
 p

u
rc

h
a
sin

g
 p

o
w

e
r o

f $
5
1
0
0
 in

 
1947.... B

lack w
om

en w
orkers face the m

ost severe...w
age discri-

m
ination. T

he incom
e of a black w

om
an is about $1800 less than 

a b
lack

 m
ale. T

h
e m

ed
ian

 in
co

m
e o

f a fu
ll-tim

e b
lack

 m
ale 

w
orker w

ho took hom
e w

ages or salary in 1968 w
as $5370. F

or a 
b
lack

 w
o
m

an
 it w

as $
3
5
6
1
.... In

 1
9
6
8
, ab

o
u
t o

n
e h

alf o
f all 

blacks w
ho lived in urban areas, lived in poverty areas. S

om
e 55%

 of 
blacks lived in central cities. 

U
n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t: T

h
e u

n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t rate am

o
n
g
 b

lack
s 

w
as 6

.5
%

 acco
rd

in
g
 to

 L
ab

o
r D

ep
artm

en
t fig

u
res th

at carry
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 Jan

u
ary

 1
9
6
9
, a fig

u
re th

at ru
n
s tw

ice th
at o

f w
h
ites. A

t 
th

e sam
e tim

e, th
e .u

n
em

p
lo

y
m

en
t rate fo

r b
lack

 teen
ag

ers w
as 

24.4%
, com

pared to 10.8%
 for w

hite teenagers. 
E

m
ploym

ent:' A
bout 40%

 of black and other non-w
hites 

w
ere in service, laborer' or farm

 occupations, m
ore than tw

ice the 
p
ro

p
o
rtio

n
 o

f .w
h
ites w

h
o
 m

u
st d

o
 su

ch
 w

o
rk

.... In
 1

8
9
0
, a 

rep
o
rted

 sev
en

 o
f eig

h
t b

lack
 w

o
rk

ers w
ere field

 w
o
rk

ers o
r 

serv
an

ts. T
w

en
ty

 p
er cen

t o
f b

lack
 o

r n
o
n
-w

h
ite w

o
m

en
 w

o
rk

ers 
(m

o
re th

an
 8

0
0
,0

0
0
) are p

riv
ate h

o
u
seh

o
ld

 w
o
rk

ers.. . . S
o
m

e 
4
5
%

 o
f all b

lack
 an

d
 n

o
n
-w

h
ite w

o
rk

ers w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
 u

n
d
er six

  

w
ere em

ployed. F
or w

hite w
om

en faced w
ith the sam

e situation, 
the figure w

as 28%
. 

C
apitalists: N

ixon's prom
ise of creating black capitalists' 

in
 th

e U
.S

. is a m
y
th

. It can
't h

ap
p
en

 h
ere. T

h
e A

m
erican

 ru
lin

g
 

class is virtually all w
hite and m

ost black-ow
ned business depends 

on loans from
 w

hite-controlled banks, and the w
hite pow

er struc-
tu

re co
n
tro

l.... A
s o

n
e illu

stratio
n
, th

ere w
ere so

m
e 1

0
0
0
 b

lack
-

o
rien

ted
 rad

io
 statio

n
s in

 th
e U

.S
. in

 1
9
6
7
 w

h
ich

 rep
o
rted

ly
 • 

brought in $28 m
illion. A

ll but five of those stations w
ere ow

ned 
by w

hites, according to H
istory of the N

egro in A
m

erica (1969). 
W

elfare: B
lack A

m
ericans are disproportionately on w

el-
fare.' S

o
m

e 3
.8

 m
illio

n
 b

lack
 an

d
 n

o
n
-w

h
ites receiv

ed
 w

elfare: 
allo

w
an

ces in
 1

9
6
8
. A

n
 estim

ated
 5

.6
' m

illio
n
 w

h
ites receiv

ed
 

w
elfare. T

h
e law

: A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e. S

tatistical A
b
stract o

f th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates fo

r 1
9
6
9
, m

o
re th

an
 o

n
e-th

ird
 o

f in
d
iv

id
u
als in

 
p
riso

n
, refo

rm
ato

ries, jails o
r w

o
rk

h
o
u
ses w

ere b
lack

 in
 1

9
6
0
. 

T
h
ere w

ere 2
1
6
,0

4
9
 w

h
ites in

 "co
rrectio

n
al" in

stitu
tio

n
s an

d
 

.1
3
3
,2

4
9
 b

lack
s.... B

etw
een

 1
9
3
0
 an

d
 1

9
6
4
 so

m
e 1

7
5
1
 w

h
ites 

w
ere executed for alleged crim

es. D
uring the sam

e period, 2066 
blacks w

ere executed by civil authorities. 
E

d
u
catio

n
: O

n
 M

ay
 1

7
, 1

9
5
'4

; in
 iliro

w
n
 v

s. th
e B

o
ard

 
o
f. E

d
u
catio

n
" th

e su
p
rem

e co
u
rt ru

led
 sch

o
o
l seg

reg
atio

n
 w

as 
u
n
co

n
stitu

tio
n
al sin

ce "sep
arate ed

u
catio

n
al facilities are in

-
h
eren

tly
 u

n
eq

u
al." T

h
e C

iv
il R

ig
h
ts A

ct: o
f 1

9
6
4
 fo

rb
ad

e d
iscri-

m
ination in public accom

m
odations and em

ploym
ent, rights gua-

ran
teed

 b
y
 C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
al am

en
d
m

en
ts—

b
u
t—

discrim
ination re-

m
ain

s a b
latan

t reality
.... F

o
r ex

am
p
le, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e g

o
v
ern

-
, m

en
t d

efin
itio

n
 o

f racial im
b
alan

ce, 9
9
%

 o
f th

e sch
o
o
ls in

 L
O

S
 

A
ngeles are segregated.. . . O

n S
ept. 13, R

obert H
. F

inch, S
ecre-

tary
 o

f. H
ealth

 E
d
u
catio

n
 an

d
 W

elfare said
 th

at 3
3
2
7
 o

f 4
4
7
6
 

school districts in 17 S
outhern and border states had been totally • 

desegregated. T
he C

ivil R
ights C

om
m

ission has charged that m
ore 

than 1000 of H
E

W
's "com

pletely desegregated" districts have no 
b
lack

 stu
d
en

ts at all. ... B
lack

 stu
d
en

ts co
n
tin

u
e to

 fin
ish

 h
ig

h
 ' 

sch
o
o
l at th

e lo
w

est rates, alth
o
u
g
h
. th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t say
s th

e ' 
num

ber graduating is increasing. E
ighteen per cent of w

hites and 
42%

 of blacks 20 and 21 years old had not com
pleted high S

chool 
in

 1
9
6
8
.... S

o
m

e 4
.3

%
 o

f th
e b

lack
 an

d
 n

o
n
-w

h
ite p

o
p
u
latio

n
 

co
m

p
leted

 co
lleg

e in
 1

9
6
0
. In

 1
9
6
9
, 6

.6
%

 o
f b

lack
s an

d
 n

o
n
-

w
hites had finished four years of college or m

ore. In 1969, 16.2%
 

o
f w

h
ites h

ad
 fin

ish
ed

 fo
u
r y

ears o
f co

lleg
e o

r m
o
re.... A

n
 

estim
ated 3%

 of m
edical students in the U

.S
. are black. 

H
o
u
sin

g
: T

h
e B

u
reau

 o
f th

e C
en

su
s say

s th
at h

o
u
sin

g
, . 

w
h
ich

 lack
s b

asic p
lu

m
b
in

g
 facilities o

r is d
ilap

id
ated

 d
o
es n

o
t 

m
eet specified criteria. A

 full* 24%
 of black and other non-w

hite ' 
h
o
u
seh

o
ld

s fail to
 m

eet th
is sp

ecific criteria. F
o
r w

h
ites, 6

%
 o

f 
the households fell below

 this m
inim

um
 standard. 

T
h
e w

ar in
 V

ietn
am

: A
fter all th

is, b
lack

 A
m

erican
s.  

m
u
st fig

h
t in

 V
ietn

am
 ag

ain
st a p

eo
p
le stru

g
g
lin

g
 fo

r:. self-
- determ

ination. In 1966 and 1967, 269,000 black A
m

ericans w
ere • 

called for pre-induction exam
inations by S

elective S
ervice. D

uring 
th

o
se tw

o
 y

ears alo
n
e, so

m
e 9

3
,0

0
0
 b

lack
s w

ere d
rafted

.. .. A
s 

of M
arch 31, 1969, 67,000 blacks had served in S

outheast A
sia, 

and 4000 blacks had died, according to the D
efense D

epartm
ent. 



1
11. 

F
tlY

d
le

 1
1
O

U
S

C
1
1
0
1
(1

 w
o
rk

ers.... so
m

e 
4
5
%

 o
f all b

lack
 an

d
 n

o
n
-w

h
ite w

o
rk

ers w
ith

 ch
ild

ren
 u

n
d
er six

  
o
f M

arch
 3

1
, 1

9
6
9
, 6

7
,0

0
0
 b

lack
s h

ad
 serv

ed
 in

 S
o
u
th

east A
sia, 

and 4000 blacks had died, according to the D
efense D

epartm
ent. 

Black Panthers: Serving people, fighting repression 
(C

o
n
tin

u
e
d
 fro

m
 p

a
g
e
 3

) 
W

h
ile th

e p
arty

's d
efen

se w
o
rk

 h
ad

 h
elp

ed
 its 

g
ro

w
th

, th
e w

o
rst w

as y
et to

 co
m

e. S
eale an

d
 th

e re-
m

ain
in

g
 p

arty
 lead

ers faced
 ev

en
 g

reater task
s. L

ate in
 

N
o
v
em

b
er, S

eale p
u
b
licly

 said
 th

e p
arty

 h
ad

 b
een

 h
eav

-
ily

 in
filtrated

 b
y
 p

o
lice ag

en
ts. B

y
 D

ecem
b
er, p

arty
 

branches everyw
here w

ere being hit by local police, w
ith 

p
u
b
lic in

d
icatio

n
s fo

r th
e first tim

e th
at th

e attack
s w

ere 
d
irected

 fro
m

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
. O

n
 Jan

. 1
8
, m

em
b
ers o

f th
e 

b
lack

 cu
ltu

ral n
atio

n
alist "U

S
" o

rg
an

izatio
n
, k

n
o
w

n
 fo

r 
w

o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e p
o
lice, o

p
en

ly
 m

u
rd

ered
 tw

o
 p

arty
 

m
em

bers in L
os A

ngeles. 
T

o
 su

rv
iv

e th
e g

ro
w

in
g
 attack

s, S
eale effected

 a 
d
ram

atic sh
ak

e-u
p
- o

f th
e p

arty
's ch

aracter. A
lo

n
g
 w

ith
 

ch
ief o

f staff D
av

id
 H

illiard
, h

e o
rd

ered
 a th

ree-m
o
n
th

 
b
an

 o
n
 recru

itm
en

t an
d
 at th

e sam
e tim

e b
eg

an
 a p

ro
 

g
ram

 o
f in

ten
sified

 p
o
litical ed

u
catio

n
. T

h
ese m

easu
res 

acco
m

p
an

ied
 a sy

stem
atic p

u
rg

e o
f th

e p
arty

's ran
k
s o

f 
"fo

o
ls an

d
 jack

an
ap

es" refu
sin

g
 p

arty
 d

iscip
lin

e, in
d
u
l-

g
in

g
 in

 d
ru

g
s o

r p
etty

 crim
e, o

r o
p
eratin

g
 in

 a "p
u
rely

 
m

ilitary" m
anner—

as w
ell as conscious police agents. 

S
e
rv

e
 th

e
 p

e
o

p
le

 

• 
A

lo
n
g
 w

ith
 th

e in
tern

al ch
an

g
es, a ren

ew
ed

 em
-

p
h
asis w

as p
laced

 o
n
 th

e p
arty

's o
rig

in
al "serv

e th
e 

p
eo

p
le" p

ro
g
ram

s in
 th

e b
lack

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

. F
o
u
r p

ro
-

g
ram

s w
ere sp

ecified
: free b

reak
fast fo

r ch
ild

ren
, free 

health clinics, liberation schools and petition cam
paigns 

fo
r co

m
m

u
n
ity

 co
n
tro

l o
f p

o
lice. E

v
ery

 b
ran

ch
 w

as 
req

u
ired

 to
 im

p
lem

en
t at least th

e b
reak

fast p
ro

g
ram

 
and the police petitions. 

T
h
e first b

reak
fast p

ro
g
ram

 started
 in

 O
ak

lan
d
, 

Jan
. 2

0
,1

9
6
9
 an

d
 sp

read
 to

 d
o
zen

s o
f cities w

ith
in

 a few
 

m
o
n
th

s. T
h
e b

reak
fasts—

co
o
k
ed

 fro
m

 d
o
n
ated

 fo
o
d
 o

b
-

tain
ed

 b
y
 th

e p
arty

 fro
m

 lo
cal b

u
sin

esses an
d
 serv

ed
 in

 
lo

cal ch
u
rch

es o
r co

m
m

u
n
ity

 cen
ters—

w
ere so

o
n
 feed

-
ing thousands of hungry children every day. 

W
h
ile im

m
en

sely
 p

o
p
u
lar, th

e p
ro

g
ram

 w
as criti-

cized
 b

y
 so

m
e rad

icals as "refo
rm

ist." S
eale an

sw
ered

: 
"a refo

rm
ist p

ro
g
ram

 is o
n
e th

in
g
 w

h
en

 th
e cap

italists 
p
u
t it u

p
 an

d
 it's an

o
th

er th
in

g
 w

h
en

 th
e rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 
cam

p
 p

u
ts it u

p
." 

B
re

a
kfa

st fo
r ch

ild
re

n
. 

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 its o
w

n
 m

erits, th
e b

reak
fast p

ro
-

g
ram

 w
as also

 an
 asp

ect o
f th

e p
arty

's p
o
litical d

efen
se. 

T
h
e m

ed
ia-created

 im
ag

e o
f th

e P
an

th
ers as a "b

lack
 

m
afia" w

as still w
id

ely
 accep

ted
 b

y
 w

h
ites an

d
 ev

en
 

am
ong som

e blacks w
here the party w

as not know
n. T

he 
n
atio

n
w

id
e p

ractice o
f serv

in
g
 th

e p
eo

p
le b

y
 feed

in
g
 

h
u
n
g
ry

 ch
ild

ren
 w

as a g
reat h

elp
 in

 sh
atterin

g
 th

e false 
stereo

ty
p
e..  

T
h
e p

o
litical reactio

n
 to

 th
e p

arty
's n

ew
 tu

rn
 w

as 
ev

en
 m

o
re sev

ere an
d
 w

as n
o
w

 b
ein

g
 d

irected
 b

y
 th

e 
N

ix
o
n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e A
tto

rn
ey

. G
eneral's 

office and the Justice D
epartm

ent. P
anther offices across 

the country w
ere raided. F

ood supplies for the breakfast 
program

 w
ere destroyed. T

he N
ew

 Y
ork 21 and the N

ew
 

H
av

en
 1

4
-w

ere fram
ed

,-  along w
ith a num

ber of sm
aller 

cases. O
n
 M

arch
 2

0
, S

eale, alo
n
g
 w

ith
 7

 w
h
ite an

tiw
ar 

activ
ists, w

as in
d
icted

 o
n
 co

n
sp

iracy
 ch

arg
es stem

m
in

g
 

fro
m

 th
e d

em
o
n
stratio

n
s at th

e D
em

o
cratic N

atio
n
al 

C
onvention in C

hicago. 
F

aced
 w

ith
 th

is o
n
slau

g
h
t—

w
h
ich

 d
ecim

ated
 th

e 
p
arty

's lead
ersh

ip
, p

laced
 h

u
n
d
red

s in
 jail, tied

 th
e rest 

u
p
 in

 co
u
rt cases, an

d
 resu

lted
 in

 at least 1
9
 d

eath
s—

S
eale an

d
 th

e rem
ain

in
g
 fu

n
ctio

n
al lead

ersh
ip

 called
 fo

r  

a n
atio

n
al co

n
feren

ce in
 M

id
-Ju

ly
 to

 estab
lish

 a "u
n
ited

 
front against fascism

." 
A

s far as the P
anthers w

ere concerned, fascism
 w

as 
n
o
t o

n
ly

 a th
eo

retical p
o
ssib

ility
 in

 th
e U

.S
., it w

as 
so

m
eth

in
g
 th

ey
 felt th

e b
ru

n
t o

f ev
ery

d
ay

. "P
eo

p
le 

have to realize," said S
eale, "that fascism

 is right in front 
of their very noses in new

 garm
ents." 

T
h
e U

F
A

F
 m

eetin
g
 w

as o
p
en

 to
 an

y
o
n
e—

lib
eral, 

radical or w
hatever—

w
ho opposed fascism

 and had the 
so

le p
u
rp

o
se o

f ap
p
ro

v
in

g
 an

d
 im

p
lem

en
tin

g
 o

n
e p

ro
-

g
ram

: a n
atio

n
w

id
e cam

p
aig

n
 fo

r co
m

m
u
n
ity

 co
n
tro

l o
f 

police. 

U
rg

e
n

c
y
 a

b
o

u
t d

e
fe

n
s
e
 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 w

id
ely

 atten
d
ed

, th
e su

ccess o
f U

F
A

F
 

w
as lim

ited
. Its p

o
sitiv

e ach
iev

em
en

t w
as a ren

ew
ed

 
sen

se o
f u

rg
en

cy
 am

o
n
g
 a w

id
e sp

ectru
m

 o
f g

ro
u
p
s to

 
rally

 to
 th

e P
an

th
ers' d

efen
se. H

o
w

ev
er, th

e p
etitio

n
 

cam
p
aig

n
, alth

o
u
g
h
 v

erb
ally

 en
d
o
rsed

, n
ev

er really
 g

o
t 

off the ground. 
In

 th
e m

o
n
th

s sin
ce U

F
A

F
, th

e rep
ressio

n
 o

f th
e 

B
lack P

anther party has continued to escalate. S
eale has 

b
een

 im
p
riso

n
ed

 fo
r fo

u
r y

ears after b
ein

g
 b

o
u
n
d
 an

d
 

g
ag

g
ed

 an
d
 fo

u
n
d
 in

 co
n
tem

p
t o

f Ju
d
g
e H

o
ffm

an
's 

co
u
rt. In

 A
u
g
u
st h

e w
as ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 
co

m
m

it m
u
rd

er in
 C

o
n
n
ecticu

t. F
red

 H
am

p
to

n
 an

d
 

M
ark C

lark have been m
urdered in C

hicago, follow
ed by 

a pollee para-m
ilitary assault on the L

os A
ngeles P

anther 
office. D

avid H
illiard is charged w

ith threatening N
ixon's 

life. 
Y

et th
e P

an
th

ers h
av

e co
n
tin

u
ed

 to
 h

o
ld

 th
eir 

o
w

n
, to

 fu
rth

er th
eir p

ro
g
ram

s an
d
 to

 g
ain

 ev
en

 w
id

er 
su

p
p
o
rt am

o
n
g
 g

ro
w

in
g
 n

u
m

b
ers o

f p
eo

p
le—

b
lack

, 
brow

n and w
hite. T

he party has its problem
s, to be sure 

and the assault against them
 w

ill undoubtedly grow
. B

ut 
so w

ill its w
ill to resist and its chances of final victory. 

F
o
r in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 B

la
c
k
 P

a
n
th

e
r p

a
rty

 o
r to

 s
e
n
d
 

c
o
n
trib

u
tio

n
s
, a

d
d
re

s
s
 M

in
is

try
 o

f In
fo

rm
a
tio

n
, B

la
c
k
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

p
a
rty, B

o
x 2

9
6
7
, C

u
sto

m
 H

o
u
se

, S
a
n
 F

ra
n
cisco

, C
a
lif. 9

4
1
2
6
-4

 
th

re
e
-m

o
n
th

 su
b
scrip

tio
n
 to

 th
e
 p

a
rty's w

e
e
kly p

a
p
e
r, T

h
e
 B

la
ck 

P
a
n
th

e
r, is a

va
ila

b
le

 fo
r $

2
.5

0
. 	
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