Fistfight By ecks Out
At Panther Hearmg

By EDITH EVANS ASBURY—

Fists flew and bruises were
inflicted yestet‘day when ‘a
melee broke out in the second
day of pretrial hdatings for 13
Black Panthers- charged . with
plotting to bomb public places
in New York City. . ‘

noisy spectator was ordered

itween  the courtx’ocym .and the
detention pen.

Afterwards both prosecution
and defense mdxgnanﬂy “read
into the record the . m]uries
|sustained, each adcusntg the
| other of doing tle assaulting,

The altercations began in|
State Supreme Court after a

ousted. The fighting continued|
as' court officers dragged the|
defendants’ into ‘@ torridor be-|

Richard" Modre; @ ddehdhﬂt

(Who has kept up a mnninzi
istream of cpmmoamy eriti-
jcism- and speeche since the
{trial began, “retursed with u
swollen' left --eye when the
afternoon session began. -

. Mr. Mdore shouted ‘that heh,..

had been 'beaten -to the floor
in_the “torridor by an officer
with atk and ther *had)
on. the ﬂoor

E

huﬁd
liketboskztbul "
“1 must be supérman’ if l'
guilty of  assaylt after being
beaten to’ the" ﬂoor” he pro-

Assxstant District Attorney
Joseph' A. Phillips reported that
two court officers and a detec-
tive. had been faken 't the
hostﬁxtal after. the “battle, .one

a lacerated lip, one with
internal injuries and.one with\
a'bitten’ finger i

: Jugge Reacts Stgmly
7 Geral fi j/ e
1i'wyer. aéb;'eg “that the b’ﬁgar

rrobably had .- resul!
froma ist insomebudy‘smouth
.rushee J%?i?;; M. ‘Murtagh,

? -th d “é;m- 3
legmlence * He was

booed "by, the numerous rela-
tives -and friends of the ‘Pan-
|therslamong the spectators. ' -
1" Justice Murtagh, ‘who ' has
xgxmtaﬁed rigid, uit»oontrox as
| defendantsy. and ‘spectators

[reviled him, lectured him and
%auahed at him, ssid in 'steely
ones:

“I observed what went on.
I also observed:-what part ‘coun-

sel. played .in M
‘that péis’!’turbtuwe ”» 8
. Mr. Lefcourt responded:

“The  Court seems to be
blaming coynsel.”

“We respectfully disagree
with ‘you,” .Mr.- Moore sho
at the justioe “In fact. ﬂv;ve dw

" Another defendant ey;?lod
on%r tht - pened i
en.: the . cm 0
‘court-on’ Mo .- Justice Mut-;
tagh, . there
would be no. demonstra,uons
As his order -has. been con-
?ﬁously flguted.t:;th bh{}l?:,‘;
endadtyiand spectators, .
i&?hh:ig ‘defense %bﬁnsel %?t it
respopsbility, as officers
of the court, to h%p maintamJ

" Justice Murtagh rermnded the
defense attorneys again yester-
'day of that responsibility, and
he took pains, when. there were

518, “to -have - the|
tKe Hame of the
lawyet as ol'ten

yer, protestod yeutex‘d&y that
Justice Murtégh was “building
a record against us" for a con-’
‘tempt. ¢itation. @
Without: dmyins & a5ser-
tion. Justice: Murtagh, choosing’
his -~ words: with: “deliberation;|
coldly told’ Mr. -Crain: *Your
lack - of skill- is largely. the
m::in of"thc .disturhan this
. He: adde¢ that it Mts. Crain
had: “proceedeéd -as_a  lawyer,
this wpzﬂd not'have happened.”
Instead Justice-Murtagh went
Crain’s manner-of cross-
exuminat:ou of a detective had
eated an “atmosphere .con-
ducive to the dlsorder that
resulted.”

'I'he courtroom was m a ‘mild
state of - disorder from the
moment. the
escorted in T
right hands an

tators, “Power. o the peo-
» Many. of ‘the, spectators
echood, “power to0 the

Comments from the def d-|
 Smgms———— -

ants and: from eom
tinued to ring. out mw‘éx”
as Detective:Joseph Coﬂae wal|

cross-examined, by Mr. Craigl
concernitig an ‘arfest. and raid]
he ‘participated in- at thé home|
B et e, s e
n the m o g
theﬁ%s is the date bt whi whie :g

efeft  #festedy
and on which thé pron t?ol
meges it found them in ;
sion of

g -38':

. Mr. Crain o_:onf,:ogtga .

2/4/79

the

on Between & des
in reports he had ‘sighed of a
unio ded wér, found at the
residence, and his testimony the
previous “day thar the pistoi
was lbaded
‘Detective Coffee” repliqd that
the errorshi’nalﬂle 1'ep0rts were
“typographici !
Mr.gCrain tumed to Justice
urtagh - and *‘reminded
that e defense lawyers ‘ha
asked that the defendants ‘be
declared indigent and: *be ‘pro-

N YT mes

" Muct
GM”
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Tho attomey conﬂuigééw !
2@ad. .;mzd‘ oceed

“!’ ,~ ko CnE

!i)tu be mdms and abet
Ing it” . ¢

t A white ‘woman In_ the a
ence. axosef‘andv seraained;’

: AnSWer . name is. Mafy Anne’ We&man,

‘mum.t!ﬂomcon- end I have as much rig;ht as
when mmw one to apeak when I
;mmm rightsiisjustice do

ut,
Siladi

He
one, made on beha:lf of|

8 arg
reserved” declslon

,jum&'

"

' ‘defendants who
‘ilims, %o *recess the, tr}
Ve ous’ hbnday
An ¥ r-old defendant,
;m
ful-offender treatment on
onday and: ‘a severance of
of yeuordoy’s courtroom. out-
breaks.

“That lady wm be re-Imass arrest last Apn
‘ s had been

Welsman ‘as . court.

Heid 1" ball up to
:undl]: Jast Friday, when
) the two women defend-

t.;, was: releasetl after bail
3se¢hyclgrgymenwas posted.
, Young Epps was arrested
after he went to the aid -of Miss
officers
her, resisting, ot of

“\the courtroom. He fa deen SIT:

ting next toher as 4 spectator.
The youth was-taken to the
Ehz&beth Street police: statlon,
where he was charged with fe-
iopioﬁs assault against a police-
man, felohious - 4ssault against
a court officer, resisting arrest
and contempt of ¢ourt.

More than 50 demonstrators
marched in the rain for aimost
an hour yesterday in front of
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem Building, supporting the
Black Panthers and protesting
Government ' subpoenas to ob-
tain information from newsmen

751’1 to ob-
1serve thejr
pps, who was. granted
was arrested as a result
He is the only defendant who

about the Panthers.




