
IRS Confirms Seeking 
Secodu  Panther Raid 

`The Interne Rev nue erv-
ice yesterday confirmed that it 
changed its plans to raid a 
Black Panthers' headquarters 
in Seattle at the request of 
city officials but denied that 
the raid was suggested to 
gather information. 

Seattle Mayor Wes Uhlman 
said over the weekend that his 
administration refused to take 
part in the raid because it did 
not want to popularize the 
Panthers. He, also said the fed-
eral agency had proposed the 
raid to obtain information. 

IRS Gommissioner Ran-
dolph W. Thrower, however, 
said in a statement that inves-
tigators received evidence 
early in January of federal 
gun law violations and that 
this, not a desire together in-
formation, was the reason for 
the proposed rani. 

"This evidence," Thrower 
said, "was reviewed by the of-
fice of the United States attor-
ney in Seattle and it was 
agreed that there was proba-
ble cause for the issuance of a 
search warrant. 

"On that basis, the IRS in-
vestigators discussed and re-
viewed with officials of the Se-
attle Police Department the 
IRS intention to secure and 
serve a search warrant. At the  

request of the police officials, 
the IRS decided not to seek 
the search warrant." 

A spokesman said the evi-
dence was obtained by the Al-
cohol, Tobacco and Firearras 
Division of the agency, which 
is a part of the Treasury De-
partment. 

The commissioner's state-
ment said investigators had 
proposed to serve a warrant 
for specific guns owned We-
gaily. 

Uhlman, who said the 
Panthers have only about nine 
members in Seattle, com-
mented: "They need a cause 
and I'm not going to give 
them one." 

The 34-year-old mayor 
added: 

"The position I• am taking is 
that we're not going to have 
1932 Gestapo-type raids 
against anyone. If you pick a 
group like the Panthers and 
do it, then you do it to some-
one else." 


