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—The presiding judge at pre-
trial hearingi, for 13 Black Panthers charged ' With a bombing conspiracy recessed 
the preceedings indefinitely 
today after three weeks of dis-
ruptions by the defendants 
and spectators. 

State Supreme Court Jus-
tice John M. Murtagh blamed 
the defendants' "contemptous behavior" for his unusual 
move. He said he would con- 
sider favorably a written mo-tion to resume the hearings 
only if it is accompanied by 
"an unequivocal assurance 
that the defendants are now 
prepared to participate in a 
trial under the American sys-
tem of criminal justice." 

Murtagh had warned Tues-
day that he had "a formula" 
which he would impose in a 
week or two if the defendants 
did not behave. 

When the Panthers shook 
their fists and shouted "all 
power to the people" on being 
brought into court today, Mur-tagh announced "the contin- 
ued misconduct persuades me to use the formula without 
further delay." 

No Alternative 
"The court declares the pro-

ceedings recessed indefi-nitely," he added. "The hear-
ings are proceeding at snail's 
pace and are continually being 
interrupted. The defendants 
are unwilling to proceed . . . 
The court has no alternative." 

Murtagh refused to hear any objections form the de-
fense attorneys and warned 
them not to indicate to any 
other court "that you are ac-
tively engaged before this court." 

Four of six defense attor-
neys later held a press confer-ence at which, they declared they had frequently admon-
ished their clients "to conform to standard courtroom behav-ior" and speak only when asked questions. However, they said, the Panthers refused to be silent 

"This is probably a mile-
Stone in judicial history," said Charles T. Kinney, one Of The 
attorneys. "We intend to be as 
careful in framing our re-sponse as Murtagh triasytin forming his little formula."' 

Twelve of the defend ta have been jailed since. t it arrest last April 2' in 41e 
bail ranging from '$50' 
$100,000 each. One of the o wiYinen defendants, Afni Shakur, posted $100,000 hail 
three days before the pre-trial hearings began Feb. 2. The 
money and securities Were raised by clergymen. • 
Often Encouraged 

The .defendants have :repeat-, edly insisted on their right to speak out whenever they Celt there was "injustice" in the courtroom, and they have been encouraged at times by shouts and applause from Panther-sympathizers awing the spectators. Murtagh has cited two women spectators for contempt of court, sentenc-
ing one to 30 days in jail mud releasing the other after 
apologized. 

The Panthers are changed with plotting to kill policetuen and bomb public facilities= in-cluding department *tares, 
subways, and the Bronx =botan- ical garden. 	• 

The pre-trial= hearing'is on motions to supress evtdence seized during the arrest of the defendants during a series 'of 
coordinated raids last April. 


