
P
anthers D

ispute 
C

harges by P
olice 

61 1
 1)  B

y
 Iv

a
n

 C
. B

ra
n

d
o

n
 

W
ashington P

ost Staff W
riter 

B
y John num

bly—
T

he W
ashington Pest 

M
aurice L

aw
rence surveys dam

age h
e b

lam
es on

 p
olice assau

lt on
 P

an
th

ers cen
ter. 

4;ocal B
lack

 P
an

th
ers h

eld
 

an
 op

en
 h

ou
se yesterd

ay at 
B

ak
 com

m
u

n
ity cen

ter, 1932 
17tb

 S
t. N

W
, to d

isp
lay d

am
-

avid
 fu

rn
itu

re an
d

 p
erson

al 
b

elo
n

g
in

g
s th

ey
 sa

id
 w

ere 
*w

aged
 b

y p
olice d

u
rin

g ar-
rents there Saturday night. 

M
aurice L

aw
rence, inform

a-
tion

 officer for th
e local ch

ap
-

ter, sa
id

 fu
rn

ish
in

g
s w

ere 
d

aseaged
 w

h
en

 p
olice ru

sh
ed

 
la

th
 th

e h
o
u

se, a
rrested

 2
0
 

h
e
r
s
 

an
d

 ch
arged

 th
em

 
W

itt disorderly conduct. A
 po-

lice sp
ok

esm
an

 said
 later h

e 
had "no reports about broken 
furniture." 

P
olice said

 th
e arrests fol-

low
ed

 th
e th

row
in

g of rock
s 

an
d

 b
ottles in

 w
h

ich
 tw

o p
o-

licem
en

 w
ere in

ju
red

. T
h

e in
-

zid
en

t b
eg

a
n

, p
o
lice sa

id
, 

w
h

en
 th

ey attem
p

ted
 to d

is-
p

erse a "
d

isord
erly crow

d
"

 in
 

front of the P
anthers' building. 

`L
t. R

ob
ert K

eah
on

 of th
e 

T
V

A
 D

istrict said
 th

e p
olice-

m
en

 en
tered

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g
 

d-W
o- on

e p
olicem

an
 w

as h
it in

 
the face w

ith a brick. T
he offi-

cer, John D
. R

obinson, w
as ad-

m
.itted to the W

ashington H
os-

p
ital C

en
ter w

ith
 h

ead
 an

d
 fa-

cial injuries. 
L

a
w

ren
ce sa

id
 h

e d
id

 n
o
t 

know
 w

ho threw
 the brick. 

H
e said the P

anthers and re-
latives w

ere sin
gin

g in
 fron

t 
of th

e h
ou

se w
h

en
 th

e p
olice 

arrived at 10:30 p.m
. and told 

them
 to stop. 

"
T

h
e p

eo
P

le w
ere stim

u
-

la
ted

 b
y
 th

e so
n

g
s, so

 th
ey

 
san

g lou
d

er,"
 L

aw
ren

ce ad
d

. 
"

T
h

en
 th

e p
igs m

oved
 in and 

w
e w

en
t in

to,th
e h

ou
se. T

h
en

 
th

ey k
ick

ed
 th

e d
oor in

 an
d

 
started beating everybody." 

,L
aw

rence 
sa

id
 p

o
lic

e
 h

it  m
en

 a
n

d
 w

o
m

en
 th

ey
 to

o
k

 
from

 the house during the in- 
cid

en
t. S

ix w
om

en
 w

ere ar-
rested

 an
d

 th
ree sm

all ch
il-

d
ren

 w
ere tak

en
 in

to cu
stod

y. 
A

 p
olice official said

 yester-
d

ay th
ere w

as "
som

e stru
g-

gling" as arrests w
ere m

ade. 
L

aw
ren

ce also said
 th

at b
e-

tw
een $800 and $900 w

as m
iss-

in
g from

 th
e h

ou
se after th

e 
arrests. T

h
e m

on
ey w

as to b
e 

u
sed

 for free b
reak

fast an
d

 
cloth

in
g p

rogram
s ru

n
 b

y th
e 

P
an

th
ers, L

aw
ren

ce said
. P

o-
lice said

 th
ey k

n
ew

 n
oth

in
g 

ab
ou

t th
e m

on
ey. 

L
t. K

eahon said three rifles, 
a sh

otgu
n

 an
d

 a p
istol w

ere 
confiscated during the arrests. 
L

aw
ren

ce said
 th

e P
an

th
ers 

had a right to keep the guns. 
A

ll th
e P

an
th

ers p
osted

 $10 
collateral an

d
 w

ere released
 

from
 jail b

y yesterd
ay m

orn
-

in
g. O

n
e P

an
th

er, M
an

o, w
as 

treated at F
reedm

an's H
ospital 

a
fter h

is relea
se fo

r a
 sca

lp
 

cut. 


