
C
leaver W

ants to L
eave A

lgiers, 
R

ejoin P
anther 'Struggle' in U

.S. 
B

y Jessel4
te

e
m

 Jr 
W

ashington P
ost F

oreign Service 
A

L
G

IE
R

S
 —

 E
ld

rid
g
e 

C
leav

er, au
th

o
r an

d
 B

lack
 

P
anther-in-exile, 

sa
y
s 

he 
w

ants to go hom
e. 

"M
y
 w

h
o
le p

u
rp

o
se is to

 
activ

ely
) p

articip
ate h

i th
e 

stru
g
g
le an

d
 I w

an
t to

 d
o
 it 

in
sid

e th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates," 

C
leaver said w

hile sitting in 
a cluttered room

 he uses for 
w

ritin
g
 in

 h
is ap

artm
en

t o
n
 

th
e o

u
tsk

irts o
f A

lg
iers. 

"If I'm
 g

iv
en

 m
y
 d

ay
 in

 
co

u
rt an

d
 resto

red
 o

n
 b

ail 
I'd

 b
e w

illin
g
 to

 face th
e 

ch
arg

es," h
e said

. "T
h
en

 I 
w

ill go back openly and P
ub-

licly
. If, th

at's n
o
t p

o
ssib

le 
th

en
 I'll g

o
 b

ack
 th

e w
ay

 I 
left." 

E
ld

rid
g
e C

leav
er, au

th
o
r 

o
f th

e b
est seller "S

o
u
l o

n
 

Ice" and is inform
ation m

in-
ister o

f th
e m

ilitan
t B

lack
 

P
a
n
th

e
r P

a
rty

, le
ft th

e
 

U
n
ited

 S
tates in

 late 1
9
6
8
. 

H
e is charged w

ith violating 
p
aro

le in
 C

alifo
rn

ia an
d
 a 

w
arrant has been issued for 

his arrest. 
C

leaver eluded both state 
an

d
 fed

eral au
th

o
rities an

d
 

fled-  th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates. H

e 
w

as rep
o
rted

 to
 h

av
e b

een
 

liv
in

g
. in

, C
u
b
a, th

o
u
g
h
 h

e 
w

ould- not acknow
ledge that 

o
r d

iscu
ss it. H

e h
as- b

een
 

living in A
lgiers for the past 

six m
onths. 

H
e litres 

w
ith

 h
is w

ife, 
K

a
th

le
e
n
, a

n
d
 h

is fiv
e
-

m
onth-old son, M

ace%
 w

ho 
w

as born here. T
hey live on 

th
e to

p
 flo

o
r o

f a tw
o
-sto

ry
 

b
u
ild

in
g
 b

y
 th

e M
ed

iterra-
nean S

ea about a 15-m
inute 

ride from
 dow

ntow
n A

lgiers. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

, 
w

h
ict to

o
k
 p

lace o
v
er fo

u
r 

K
a
th

leen
. C

lea
ver d

is-
cusses w

om
en revolution- 

aries. 	
Page-D

1. 

h
o
u
rs o

n
 N

ew
 Y

ear's D
ay

 
an

d
 Jan

. 2
, C

leav
er talk

ed
 

, ab
ou

t a w
ide variety of top-

ics, ranging from
 the recent 

b
lo

o
d
y
 c

la
sh

e
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 

B
lack

 P
an

th
ers an

d
 p

o
lice,  

in
 sev

eral A
m

erican
 cities, 

th
e
.  Pan

th
ers rev

o
lu

tio
n
ary

 
philosophy, N

orth K
orea, his • 

w
ritin

g
 an

d
-W

o
n
. 

"It's, pretty clear w
hat the 

g
o
v
ern

m
en

t is d
o
in

g
," h

e 
said 'referring to the clashes 
betw

een 
P

en
th

ere an
d
 p

n
-

lic in
 , C

h
icag

o
 • an

d
 L

 o
 s 

A
ngeles. "It's an attem

pt to 
elim

in
ate th

e lead
ersh

ip
 o

f 
the B

lack P
anther, party and 

d
isru

p
t its` ab

ility
 to

 fu
n
c-

tion. 
"S

ince Itiehard N
ixon un-

leashed his bulldog H
oover 

. it b
eco

m
e a

 p
u

b
lic 

issu
e b

ecau
se of th

e m
ou

n
t-

in
g
 n

u
m

b
er o

f in
cid

en
ts 

an
d

 the in
ten

sity
 o

f th
e in

-
cidents them

selves." 
See C

L
E

A
V

E
R

, A
14, C

ol. 4 

th
e p

o
lice . . F

B
I . ca

n
-

n
o
t step

 a
sid

e 
a
n
d
 le

t 
th

e P
a
n
th

ers exist" 

"I a
m

 . . . o
p
tim

istic th
a
t 

th
e system

 in
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S
ta

tes ca
n
 b

e ch
a
n
g
ed

." 



(L
E

A
V

E
R

, F
rom

 A
l 

"
B

efo
re th

ere w
a
s rele,  

tiv
ely

 little o
u

tcry
. T

h
en

 
here w

as the vicious m
urder 

in C
hicago of F

red H
am

pton 
(head of the Illinois P

anther 
P

arty) th
e arrest of D

avid
 

H
illiard

 (P
an

th
er C

h
ief of 

sta
ff w

h
o

 is b
ein

g
 h

eld
 in

 
S

an
 F

ran
cisco for th

reaten
-

in
g to k

ill P
resid

en
t N

ixon
). 

It h
a

s frig
h

ten
ed

 a
 lo

t o
f 

p
eo

p
le a

n
d

 m
a
d

e th
em

 
aw

are," he said. 
C

leaver sp
ok

e w
ith

 con
-

tem
p

t a
b

o
u

t th
e o

fficia
l 

p
an

el set u
p

 to in
vestigate 

th
e a

ctio
n

s a
g
a
in

st th
e 

p
an

th
ers an

d
 called

 form
er 

S
u

p
rem

e C
ou

rt Ju
stice A

r-
th

u
r G

o
ld

b
erg

"
 a

 w
ell-

know
n Z

ionist." 
"U

ncle T
om

s" 
"

T
k

e p
ow

er stru
ctu

re is 
tryin

g to tak
e con

trol of th
e 

situ
a
tio

n
 b

y
 u

sin
g
 a

 w
ell-

k
n

ow
n

 Z
ion

ist ap
p

oin
tin

g 
U

n
cle T

o
m

 co
n

g
ressm

en
 

lik
e jD

em
o

cra
t C

h
a

rles) • 
D

iggi an
d

 (M
ich

igan
 D

em
o-

C
rat flekn) C

onyers and tw
o 

w
ell-k

n
ow

n
 an

d
 d

iscred
ited

 
U

n
cle T

om
s lik

e R
oy W

ilk
-

in
s an

d
 W

h
itn

ey Y
ou

n
g to 

erect a facad
e of con

cern
ed

 
and official responsibility. 

41
1
*
e
 com

es G
oldberg in-

vestigatin
g a grou

p
 th

at is a 
th

reat 'to b
oth

 U
n

cle T
om

s 
and Z

ionists." 
(C

leaver w
as  referrin

g to 
th

e
 u

n
o

ffic
ia

l c
itiz

e
n

s"
 

"com
m

ission of inquiry" set 
u

p
 to

 in
v
estig

a
te recen

t 

clash
es b

etw
een

 p
olice an

d
 

P
an

th
ers an

d
 an

 u
n

official 
co

n
g
ressio

n
a
l h

ea
rin

g
 in

 
C

h
icago h

eld
 b

y five b
lack

 
congressm

en on D
ee. 20) 

T
h

e P
an

th
ers are n

ot con
-

cern
ed

 w
ith

 th
e in

vestiga-
tion

s,"
 C

leaver said
, gestu

r-
in

g w
ith

 h
is h

an
d

s. "
It's ab

-
su

rd
 to h

ave an
 in

vestiga-
tion

 of m
u

rd
ers w

hen w
hat 

w
e n

eed
 is to

 ex
ecu

te th
e 

m
urderers." 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e in
terv

iew
 

C
leaver seem

ed
 relaxed

 b
u

t 
cautious. 

H
e is tall, ab

ou
t 6-foot 3, 

w
ith the build of a defensive 

lin
eb

ack
er. H

e w
ears a fu

ll 
goatee an

d
 m

ou
stach

e an
d

 
look

s lik
e h

is p
h

oto on
 th

e 
cover of "

S
ou

l on
 Ice."

 H
e 

sm
ok

ed
 occasion

ally. B
oth

 
of, u

s h
ad

 a glass of red
 A

l-
gerian w

ine. 
H

e said w
hat is happening 

to th
e P

an
th

ers w
as an

 in
d

i-
ca

tio
n

 o
f w

h
a
t's g

o
in

g
 to

 
h

a
p

p
en

 to
 • 

A
m

erica. T
h

e 
B

la
ck

 P
a

n
th

ers, h
e 

said, 
w

a
n

t to
 p

rev
en

t th
is a

n
d

 
ch

an
ge A

m
erica b

y arm
ed

 
revolution. 
"L

ashing O
ut" 

"
It's a clear sign

 of w
h

at 
w

e're in
 store for in

 A
m

er-
ica. A

 racist, fascist, im
peri-

alist pow
er structure know

s 
its facin

g a crisis an
d

 th
ey 

are lash
in

g ou
t viciou

sly at 
all m

an
ifestation

s of free-
dom

 of the people. 
"

B
u

t ou
r p

eop
le are n

ot 
g

o
in

g
 to

 g
iv

e u
p

 a
n

d
 th

e 

I B
lack

 P
an

th
er P

arty is n
ot 

g
o

in
g

 to
 ch

a
n

g
e its tu

n
e. 

T
h

e w
ar is goin

g to b
ecom

e 
m

ore an
d

 m
ore p

u
b

lic an
d

 
m

ore an
d

 m
ore op

en
ly vio-

len
t. 

"
Y

ou
 can

 see a slow
 tigh

t-
ening process. T

he only w
ay 

fo
r it to

 b
e sto

p
p

ed
 is to

 
tak

e u
p

 arm
s an

d
 actively 

op
p

ose th
is p

rocess. It's n
ot 

a q
u

estion
 of w

ill th
e p

olice 
lea

v
e u

s a
lo

n
e, b

u
t, ca

n
 

th
ey leave u

s alon
e. 

"
I sa

y
 n

o
, b

e
c
a
u

se
 it 

w
ou

ld
 d

en
y th

eir p
u

rp
ose 

for existen
ce. T

h
e p

olice . 
th

e F
B

I are a p
olitical p

o-
lice to safeguard the capital-
ist system

 an
d

 th
ey can

n
ot 

step aside and let the P
anth-

ers exist." 
B

lack C
apitalism

 

C
lea

v
er criticized

 th
e 

black capitalism
 program

 of 
P

resid
en

t N
ixon

 as an
 "

evil 
an

d
 in

sin
cere m

an
eu

ver"
 in

 
w

h
ich

 "
b

lack
 faces su

b
sti-

tu
ted

 for w
h

ite"
 b

u
t con

tin
-

u
ed

' to
 o

p
p

ress th
e b

la
ck

 
m

asses. 
"

A
s far as I'm

 con
cern

ed
 

th
ere's n

oth
in

g th
e govern

-
m

en
t ca

n
 d

o
 th

a
t w

o
u

ld
 

m
ak

e m
e w

an
t to see it go 

on. A
fter a certain pbint you 

b
ecom

e a fu
lltim

e revolu
-

tion
ary. I h

ave n
o oth

er in
- 

terest in
 life excep

t d
ealin

g
•

w
ith this thing. 
I d

o
n

't w
a
n

t to
 see th

e 
ca

p
ita

list sy
stem

 in
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates try to solve its 

in
tob

lem
s. I w

an
t to see it 

subm
erged in failure." 

S
in

ce h
e h

as b
een

 livin
g 

in
 A

lgiers, C
leaver h

as b
een

 
identifying both him

self and 
th

e 
B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty 

w
ith a num

ber of revolution-
a

ry
 a

n
d

 leftist ca
u

ses. O
n

 
D

ec. 28 at th
e F

irst In
tern

a-
tion

al C
on

gress of C
om

m
it- 

tees o
f S

u
p

p
o

rt fo
r P

a
les-

tin
e in

 A
lg

iers, C
lea

v
er 

sh
ared

 th
e sp

eak
ers' p

lat-
form

 w
ith

 A
rab

 gu
errilla 

leader Y
asser A

rafat and at-
tacked "A

m
erican Z

ionists." 
'D

eeply Im
pressed' 

C
leaver said

 th
at a B

lack
 

P
an

th
er d

elegation
 recen

tly  

sp
en

t a
 m

o
n

th
 in

 N
o
rth

 
K

o
rea

 w
h

ere th
ey

 w
ere 

"deeply im
pressed." D

uring 
the 

'in
terv

iew
, C

lea
v

er 
quoted K

im
 ll Sung prem

ier 
of N

orth K
orea. 

"
W

e h
ave b

een
 ch

eck
in

g 
out his thought (K

im
's) and 

reading his w
orks and m

uch 
of it is relevan

t an
d

 q
u

ota-
ble," C

leaver said. A
 photo-

graph of K
im

 w
as on a side-

board in the living room
 and 

a copy of his biography w
as 

on an end table. 
C

leaver said he had spent 
a lot of h

is tim
e in

 A
lgeria 

knitting w
hat he called "the 

correct p
olitical allian

cer 
to

 in
su

re h
im

self a
n

d
 h

is 
fam

ily w
ith

 som
e secu

rity. 
H

e did not elaborate on this 
but said: "If you don't have 
stab

le relation
sh

ip
s th

in
gs 

can
 h

ap
p

en
 to you

 th
at'you

 
don't understand." 

R
ecen

tly, h
e said

, h
e h

as 
sp

en
t tw

o or th
ree h

ou
rs a 

d
a

y
 w

ritin
g

 ea
rly

 in
 th

e 
m

orning.. "I find it easier to 
w

rite n
o
w

. I k
n

o
w

 m
o
re 

ab
ou

t w
ritin

g an
d

 I h
ave 

m
ore con

fid
en

ce in
 a fin

-
ished product" 
N

ovel C
om

pleted 

H
e said he expects to have 

another book published this 
spying about his experiences 
S

im
*
 D

ecem
b

er 1
9
6
6
. "

I  

h
ave a few

 oth
er th

in
gs in

 
the hopper," he said, includ-
in

g
 a

 d
ra

ft o
f a

 n
o
v
el h

e 
w

rote w
hile in prison. 

C
le

a
v
e
r
 w

a
s a

sk
e
d

 
w

h
eth

er n
ow

 th
at h

e h
as a 

son
, h

is alit ch
ild

, h
is p

h
i-

losop
h

y for arm
ed

 revolu
-

tio
n

 in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

ta
tes 

changed. 
"It increases m

y desire to 
h

elp
 d

eal w
ith

 th
e situ

ation
 

in
to w

h
ich

 I've fath
ered

 a 
ch

ild
 b

ecau
se I d

on
't w

an
t 

m
y son

 to b
e su

b
jected

 to 
op

p
ression

 an
d

 h
ave h

is ex-
istence m

anipulated and de-
term

in
ed

 b
y h

is en
em

ies,"
 

h
e said

. "
I w

an
t m

y son
 to 

enjoy the fruits and benefits 
of a civilized existence." 

Is C
lea

v
er o

p
tim

istic 
about the chinecs of big son 
grow

in
g u

p
 in

 th
e k

in
d

 of 
society he envisaged? 
"O

ptim
iitic" 

"
It g

o
es w

ith
o
u

t $
 

th
at a revolu

tion
ary i 	

ti- 
m

istic an
d

 I am
 
	

ly
 

op
tim

istic th
at th

e O
sten

 in
 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes tea
 b

e 
changed," he sa

id
. "

 
"

O
u

r p
eop

le liave-Iseen
 

struggling for over 400tyears 
an

d
 th

e gen
eration

 th
at is 

now
 in A

m
erica w

ill gash in 
on the benefits of this , strug-
gle. Y

ou know
, our slogen is 

`R
evolution in our lifetim

e.' 
I guess that is optim

iatn." 


