| Défeﬁdt As
Pupils Watch

By Maurine Beasley
Washington Post Statf Writer

Superior Court. Judge Ed:
ward A. Beard ridiculed a 22:
year-old defendant for his lack
of ‘mathematical knowledge
1last- month and compared him
unfavorably ‘with Montgomery
(County - junior -high school]
pupils seahed in the court
room.

“Det’s ﬂnd samethmg ou L
Judge Beand*tetd the” defend-
ant;’ William M. Butler, a
Washington tesident .and a
high school graduate, after a
Jury convicted him of: possess-l

ing heroin, aecording to a
transcript released yesterday.
“You got away from hlgh
Sschool,”, said “the . judge.
‘“What's" the “ binomigl theo-
rem?-You see ‘those Tittle kids
sitting out . thexe? findeating

County). They: Kiow ' ‘
biftomial theorem 1s See. 1f
you do. Do you?”

Butler began replymg, “No '
~no. It'’s a theorem concern-|
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g ing numbers . , . But-—" vhen
‘the judge interrupted,

| peript shows,

to define' “a simple onewsthis
all figure ‘4"~ l]:ll mathé

poem, ‘Ozymandias’ ” and to
‘d%uo ag at(llverb ”

; en Butler was u to
answer correctly, Judgm
sald, “They gave you g

‘. lchool .diploma to get rid ef

school.” -

the correct answers, but ac
ewding to reference works,
mandias” is a poém by
Bysshe Shelley; the bi-
011 ttl;:orem is a hn;:hw&
8 eprem by “w] &
bmial—-a mathematical ex-
on -cohsisting of ’ two

terms’ connected by a plus or|
min i

us’ sign—may. be raised to
power, without perform-

tnx the miultiplications. ’

“The transeript.of the Oct. 19

mceedmg was prepared after|:
Montgomery . County | pu-

pils wrote a letter to The Wuh

Moa Post complaining
the judge's treatment &w

e are appallad the
Jﬂu’ tréatmpnt of th?mu
mdiét was di

«-..&-'.‘- -
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Mo letter w -!gnd by
nmﬂz-xrade puplls from
g;llnd g}!;lnior II;IhlEh ’ i 8
evy Chase. The pupilk ’
they went by themselvu:“%g ’
Superior - Court to observe
crimingl trials and by chance |
enteud Judge Beard's murt—

h‘a&%crlpt shows the fol-
law g ‘exchange between But-
ler and Judge Beard after the|
jud e ‘aeked, “What does the
o, ﬂsurc 4’ represent in

| “We'll stop there,” ' the m :
The ’Ju?ge then told m

1cs,” and ‘went-en to quis him |-
on his knowledge of EW :
4sking him, “Who wroté the|

. You didn’t learn anyﬂunl ‘
Judge Beard did not mpply :

mathemaﬂm"

4 Buuer' “1guess that would
‘ba & ohe,
Judge Beai'd “It wouldn’t
.ﬂl one, Yoﬁ'ro, clol:rh
you lnltbutyouw go
‘me more than just one, . It'n
the square root. of m!nu‘
Wheo w;m the poem, ‘Oiy
mand! Lo
" Butler: "I don’t know.” ...
Judge Beard: “I don't km
what you were doing in high
school. . . . Define an alvcrb
That’s somethmg a «fifth-
grader can do. Can you'do it?
| What s it? What's an adverb?”
Jer offered an afswer,
but the Jjudge said his a mpt
“yotinds like a sloppy
tion of a noun.”
After more dlscussmn the
judge sentenced Butler, an ap-
grentice housing inspector for
the D,C. gm(rlarzmwntv1 to proba-
ortthe drug convic "
ﬁtﬁ a transcript of m«»
proceeding made public; last
month, Beard was reportad i
giving an impromptu spelling’
test to-a 17-year-old drug ad-'
dict enrolled in a high school
program at Federal City Col-
lege. In that session, he de-
-|{manded that the youth spell
4 cat ” '
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