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hasn’t got a prayer,” a young

black: lawyer' was saying a
few’ ddys ago. “You know

who's on the commisgion
that will hearing his case?

them old.” . 5 s il

The reference was ta- theu:r
-charges of injudicious con- -
duet .facing Superior Courtf

.Tuage ‘Harry ‘T. Alexat
charges that appear t6 em'*
prxinarily from the faé’t that

J udlual Panel’

‘‘HARRY ALEXANDER

Alexander’ has dared rai_se
his voice to policemen, pros-

_ecutors -and -court empleys

- As harsh as it sounds, the -
- lawyer’s ‘characterization oft
4 black undertaker,-a ,black
real ‘estate man ahd: three.
‘white ‘lawyers, all: three ot

‘the: Commission-on Judiciel

Dtsabilitws and. Tenure. is; X

‘pretty aecurau‘

man: quvis of Jarvis_ m
“neral Home and Wil ;
~Harps, a- rég} ‘estate "

praiser, ‘both of them mae“l:."g

:The ' other" members, -

. ‘white, -ate. US. sttr!é.t
" Court Judge Geéorge L. Hart,
66; John: Wilson, 70, .and

Newell Ellison, 77, ail dlsﬁna
guished lawyers. .~

- But the young l&wyer'&
coriclusion - -that - Alexander

“hasn’t got.a prayer” before

" such’ a-commisaion. presup-
poses s
" aren’t necessarily true. .
“To: begin with; it presup~
poses that the issue is essen-

tially racial. It is true that °
/most. of .the defendants on .
whase behalf Alexender has»,
venxed hw jumcta.l rage are, .
'like hnnsel.f black It is also .

trire ‘that most 'of the police-
men" and prosecutors who;
see. Alexander as a.threat to

the whole jud;icfal sysbem'

are white.

. But that doesn’t make it»y
racial. o
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that in an effort to balsnce
the scales but as inflekible
supporters of a system that
{s already powerful enough
to have its way even when it
is'wrong.

-t is fair: to wonder why
‘some of these other judges
aren’t before the Commis-
“'sion on. Judiclal Disabilities
and Tenure, but it isn’t fair
to charactenze the commis-
“sion’s © first. case—Alexan-
der’s—as essentially racial

The question is not S0
much whether the five mem-

.bers of the Comnission will
wote' along raeial lines. They
- are too proud of the records
ond reputatiom to fall into

By a re‘l ms&ﬂn is
vhether they will behave as
nembers -of -the establish- -
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‘chastisement. of amavesick
., 0F. whether they will behave
u men who are capable oj
seyjng things in: broade
p?npective (which they also
-are). and permlt Al»exander‘
m .80 on. domg ms uaeful
' T!le questxon would he a
‘#00d_deal easier if members
ot the commission could sat-
W both - these instinets—
M is, if they could give Al-
exander & stiff rap on the’
Md and then let him
eqaﬁpue Biswork.. . .
Bt as I read the statute
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t;‘ ‘t}xat may- not be possi-"
bh,; What. . the statute ap-
pears to say is that the com-
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