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Militants Hurt 
By Crackdown 

By Laurence Stern 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Working .iri carefully 
guarded obscurity within 
the Justice Department, a 
small force of government 
lawyers has been preoccupy-
ing itself this year with the 
activities of the Black 
Panther Party. 

The task force consists of 
white, middle-class career 
public servants who regard 
themselves, on the whole, as 
racial moderates. 

They report directly,  to 
the heads of three principal 
Justice Department dhri-
sions, Internal Security, 
Civil Rights , and Criminal. 
The heads are, respectively, 
J. Walter Yeagley, Jerris 
Leonard and Will Wilson.. 

The interdivisional unit 
was created by Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell 
early this year to coordinate 
deptirtment'S effort in deal-
ing 4ith Black Panther ac-
tivities:.  
Jury Probing Group 

Victor C. Wberheide, the 
senior attorney in Mitchell's 
special group, is-: now pre, 
sentint evidence in a special 
San Francisco grand jury 
that is looking into activities 
of Black Panther leaders in 
that region—the home of 
the ,movement's national 
headquarters. 

There has been no public 
announeethent yet of the 
purpose or SOX cf, that in 
quiry, 	h Oar, 
seco 
start 	fie Of::Blaek: 
Panther activities: The otbr 
case is . against • David Hil-
liard, Black Panther chief of 
staff, who was arrested on 
Dec.Deer 3 for saying to a crowd 
of :snore than 100,000 in San 
Francisco during the Nov. 15 
Mobilization observance: 

"We will kill Richard 
Nixon. We will. kill any in,  ,We 

 atilhati ht: the rty 
Of oar freedtp." 
See PANTISIVIS, Ant C4.4  

Chicago Raid: 
Versions Clash 
By William Chapman 

and Joseph D. Whitaker 
Washington Poet Staff Writers 

CHICAGO, Dec. 13 — At 
4:45 a.m. on the chilly morn-
ing of Dec. 4, 14 Chicago po- 
licemen armed with a sub-
machine gun, three shotguns 
and sidearms, burst into a 
seedy apartment in the West 
Side ghetto. 

Inside were nine black 
men and women, including 
the charismatic leader of 
the Illinois Black Panther 
Party, Fred Hampton, and a 
Panther , leader 	from 
Peoria, Mark Clark. 

Many bUrsts of gunfire 
shattered through the room. 
When it was over, Hampton 
and Clark were dead, four 
of their friends and one po-
liceman were wounded. 

Those were the stark facts 
Tand their 'are still'the only 
ones which all.

All 	
is 

agreed ''upon.` All the rest, 
for the 'Oast 10 •days, has 
'been the Abject of intensi-
fying disagreeinent. 

"Min4er," said the Rev. 
Ralph David Abernathy, a 
moderate civil rights leader. 
A .'"search and destroy mis-
sion" organized tb eliminate 
their party's' leadership, said 
the Panthers.' 

It veal' a "shootout" 
Spitinnett• •by a legal, routine 
slid tofieta 	weapops.  

,offiveit Who ;16ver 
until afterscard that Hamp. 
ton and Clark were in the 
rooms, • insisted Cook Coun-
ty's StateaAttoritey, Edward 

Pfanrahan. 
After examinations of the 

aparto ent and interviews 
with *tally sources on both 
sittos,lit appears: 

• T iat the police account 
of 	entry and of being 

t' its •;object to 
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• That virtually all of the 
shots came from weapons 
Bred Tinto the Panthers' 
quarters from directions 
where police had entered. 
Most of it was directed to-
ward ifampton's 'bedroom. 

• That ' no evidence is 
available to show that 
Hampton and, 'Clark were 
the deliberately chosen tar-
gets of the raid. 

The full police version of 
the raid was released pub-
licly this week in an extraor-
dinary fashion—through a 
lengthy story in the Chicago 
Tribune and a police re-en-
actment. on television that 
apparently is unprecedented 
in the annals of crime. 

Police Report 

The following is what po-
lice said happened: 

Hanrahan's office, which 
Includes about 100 assigned 
Chicago policenlent, had re-
ceived reports from two in-
formants that Illegal weap-
ons 'were present in the 
apartment on West Monroe 
Street, a block from Black 
Panther Headquarters., 

A warrant was 'obtained 
to search the premises. It 
did' not name the occupant. 
Although Hanrahan's office 
knew that was Hampton's 
address, the officers making 
the raid insist they did not 
connect him with that apart-
ment. 

Sgt. Daniel Groth andtwo 
detectives decided that an 
early morning raid was nec-
essary, both to avoid injury 
to bystanders in the resi-
dential block and to mini-
mize danger to themselves. 
Groth said they expected to 
"run up* ageinat dangerous 
individuals!". • 

No ,tear';' gas was brought 
along incase the occupants 
resisted, Groth said, because 
the ogicers' counted on sur-
prise Xigi because their mis-
sion.. **is. :to enter, , and 
search` " 

Grath and four men 
preae,tie4 the-  first of two 
Oats leading into .the 
apartment. (The, first dogr 
faces the ,street and opens 
into a s*all anteroom. On 
the immediate left is the 
second dixr, leading direct-
ly into the apartment living 
room) 

Qrot:  jr4Welsetf, tSi*e „,On 
thik d 	Onectr(-. Voice Say, 
"Who's there'?" and an-
swered that they were po-
lice with a:search warrant. 
Wkuln: he dentanded again 
that the door be opened;  a 
vdlee replied; "Just a min-
uta4" 
Blast from Wilain 

ffithout 	tam. ,further, 
Glitialts 
kicked open and the officers 
moved into the anteroom. . 
shotgun blast came through 
the Omer door from inside 
the apartment. 	, 

*The Jeffers burat inside 
and began firing ..-r--att a 
Womant  holding a shotgun, in 
the livang room, thest,at a 
man with another shotgun. 

SimOtiineously, .f o u 
other bfficert Virst 
rear door. thed 
what police first reported as 
a 20-minute exhange of gun-
fire. Shotgun blasts and pis-i 
tol fire reportedly came:  

from two . .bedrcionit and 
police in front and back •re-
turned fire. Groth called for 
the the, occupants to surren-
der several dines. A Voice 
from a bedroom said, "Shoot 
it out." 

Eventually, three persons 
surrendered from the rear 
bedroom. Police entered •the 
front bedroom, Shot two per-
sons, atid found a third al-
ready injured. -When the 
shooting ended, Clark was 
slumped • dead behind the 
front oOr, through Which 
pOlice ■ had entered and 
Hampton was lying face-
down on 'his bed, dead ,of 
bullet wounds in his head. 
Police confiscated nine shot-
guns, seven pistols, two car-
bines and several hundred 
rounds of ammunition. 

Subject to Question' 

Thi,s police account is sub-
ject to question on two 
major points: 

The direction of the first 
blast through the inner 
front door. 

Police said it was a shot-
gun blast from inside, al-
though a single hole was 
left in the wooden panel. Po-
lice claim the single hole 
was caused by a deer slug 
fired from a shotgun within. 

However, had it been 
fired from inside, and 
missed the officers outside, 
the slug seemingly would 
have smashed against a wall 
directly across the anteroom 
behind them. There are no 
marks on that wall to indi-
cate a slug struck it. 

1tt an interview this week, 
Hanrahan acknowledged 
that the: expended slug 

FRED HAMPTON 
... slain Panther leader 

MARK CLARK 
... victim of gunfire 

which pierced the door was 
never recovered. An aide 
said they "conjectured" that 
it flew out the open front 
clOorwaY, vihich is at a right 
angle to the inner door and 
into the street. 

Attorneys Have Door 

The door, was removed 
this week' and is, in the 
hands of defense attorneys 
representing the surviving 
Panthers, who are charged 
with attempted murder. 

lleporters, blacks police- 
men and defense lawyers' 

,„ Who examined the door 
' maintained that splintering 

marks indicate that the shot 
came from outside and was 
firer,  fret(' 	atiterooM 
where police Stood. 

One of 'those is Renault 
Robinson, a Chicago police 
officer who is head of the 
Afro-American Patrolmen's 
League. Robinson and other 
1340 officers investigated ,  

the premises on the day of  

the shooting. 
The second point concerns 

the firing inside the apart._ 

411114k", 	7.4, 	t; 	;•1' 

Police contend there was a 
general exchange of gunfire 
with officers firing into the. 

morns and with the occu- 
p is firing' out. There are 
daliena .Of bullet holes on the 
`walls' of the bedrooms. Report-
er* could find no definite but. 
let holes or chip marks on the 
wills oPposite those bedroomi/ 
or Artgind the front and rear 
406ra through *Rich pollee eiy, 

'teitet. 	re b iYiie hole in the 
edge of the iiiiter frcjnt door; 
seemingly caused lasra bullet. 
fired from, inside. 

are about 40 bullet 
the .*all separating 

the living room from the front, 
bedroom. All indications are 
that they were caused by fire 
from a submachine gun from 
xthe front of the apartment. 

Many other holeS, appar-
ently from a gun fired from 
the same direction, are hi the 
wall directly above' -the ,  bed 
where Hampton was found 
dead. There are more holes 
high }sip on the rear wall of 
Hampton's bedroom. 
Photographs Released 

In an attempt to prove that 
the police , were fired •upon, 
Hanrahan's office this Week 
took the extraordinary step of 
releasing police photographs 
of the apartment's interior to 
one newspaper, the Chicago 
Tribune. The photographs dis-
played three different scenes, 
purporting to show holes 
caused by bullets fired by peo-
ple in the apartment. 

The first was of the front-
door slug hole, the origin of 
which is very much in dispute. 

The other two turned out 
not , to be what the Tribune's 
police pictures described. Re-
porters — first from the Sun-
Times and then from other 
newspapers — discovered the 
pictures were mislabeled and 
did not, in fact, represent fir-
ing, by persons inside the 
apartment. 

One picture was of the rear 
door through which the sec-
ond contingent of police had 
entered. In the police photos, 
two "bullet holes" were cir-
cled in the door facing. The 
caption said that Hanrahan 
"released pictures to the Trib-
une showing that bullets were 
fired from inside the secret 
headquarters of Black Pan-

' thers." 
The "bullet holes," however, 

turned out to be the rusted 
heads of nails in the door fac-
ing. When questioned by the 
press, Hanrahan said the Trib-
tine's employees, not his office, 
had circled the spots on the 
pictures and had written -the 
caption. "We are not editors," 


