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P
anthers W

age B
attle for Survival 

P
A

N
T

H
E

R
S, F

rom
 A

l 

T
h

e o
fficial p

b
licy

 o
f th

e 
N

ixon adininistration on the 
B

la
c
k

 P
a
n

th
e
r P

a
rty

 w
a
s 

en
u
n
ciated

 o
n
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
 b

y
 

a sp
o

k
esm

an
 fo

r A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 N

. M
itch

ell. 
T

h
e
 Ju

stic
e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t, 

said
 th

e carefu
lly

 w
o

rd
ed

 
statem

en
t, h

as "n
ev

er h
ad

 
an

y
 p

o
licy

 o
f o

n
fita

teecol ac-
tiv

ity
 w

ith
 lo

cal p
o

lice 4
1

, 
o
rd

e
r to

 h
a
 	

a
n
a
a
ta

- 
ers 	

e B
lack

 P
an

th
er 

P
arty

." 
C

h
arg

es th
at th

e fed
eral 

governm
ent is m

aster m
ind-

in
g
 a m

assiv
e series o

f ar-
rests and shoot-outs betw

een 
B

lack
 P

an
th

ers an
d
 p

o
lice 

are now
 a m

atter of extrem
e 

sensitivity to the adm
inistra-

tio
n
. "W

e'v
e tried

 to
 lean

 
o
v
er b

ack
w

ard
s," said

 o
n
e 

au
th

o
ritativ

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
so

u
rce. "W

e'v
e ev

en
 b

een
 

trying to cool it on giand ju-
ries around the country." 

T
he F

B
I is also m

aintain-
ing strict silence on charges 
b

y
 B

lack
 P

an
th

er lead
ers 

an
d
 th

eir sy
m

p
ath

izers th
at 

both the departm
ent and bu-

reau have been conducting a 
v

en
d

etta ag
ain

st th
e m

ili-
tan

t b
lack

 p
arty

 th
at lay

s  

heavy stress on arm
ed self-

d
efen

se aid
 fiery

 rh
eto

ric 
against T

he authorities. 
B

acklash of S
ym

pathy 
S

in
ce th

e C
h

icag
o

 p
o

lice 
raid on D

ec. 4 that resulted 
in the killing of tw

o P
anther 

lead
ers, F

red
 H

am
p

to
n

, 2
1

, 
an

d
 M

ark
 C

lark
, 2

2
, th

ere 
h
as b

een
 a stro

n
g
 b

ack
lash

 
o

f sy
m

p
ath

y
 in

 fav
o

r o
f th

e 
rev

o
lu

tio
n

ary
 g

ro
u

p
 b

o
th

 in
 

th
e g

h
etto

 an
d

 in
 th

e civ
il 

rights establishm
ent. 

D
r. R

alp
h

 D
av

id
 A

b
er-

n
a
th

y
, c

h
a
irm

a
n
 o

f th
e
 

S
outhern C

hristian L
eader-

sh
ip

 C
o
n
feren

ce, called
 fo

r 
su

p
p
o
rt o

f th
e b

eleag
u
ered

 
P

an
th

er g
ro

u
p

s. "If w
e let 

them
 suppress the P

anthera, 
th

en
 th

e n
ex

t g
ro

u
p
 o

n
 th

e 
list w

ill b
e y

o
u
r g

ro
u
p
," h

e 
said in T

renton last w
eek. 

T
h

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l U

rb
a
n

 
L

eague and A
m

erican C
ivil 

L
ib

erties U
n
io

n
 called

 fo
r 

investigation of the 
and police attacks. 

N
A

A
C

P
 d

ire
c
to

r R
o

y
 

W
ilkins, the very sym

bol of 
b
lack

 m
o
d
eratio

n
, said

 th
e 

recen
t in

cid
en

ts " . . . tak
e 

o
n

 th
e asp

ect o
f a v

en
d

etta 
by police authorities." 

O
n
e P

an
th

er lead
er, E

d
u
-

cation M
inister R

onald H
ew

-
itt, to

o
k
 a p

ecu
liarily

 ex
u
lt-

ant view
 of the current trou-

b
les d

u
rin

g
 an

 in
terv

iew
 at 

B
la

c
k

 P
a
n

th
e
r P

a
rty

 n
a
- 

tio
n

al h
ead

q
u

arters in
 S

an
 

F
ran

cisco
. "It u

sed
 to

 tak
e,  

tw
o
 p

ig
s (p

o
lice) to

 h
arass 

an unarm
ed P

anther selling 
th

e p
arty

 n
ew

sp
ap

er," said
 

H
ew

itt. "N
o

w
 it tak

es ten
 

—
tw

o
 to

 d
o

 th
e h

arassin
g

 
and eight to w

atch the com
-

m
unity." 
It is n

o
t su

rp
risin

g
 th

at 
ad

m
in

istratio
n

 o
fficials are 

loathe to give w
hat m

ight be 
considered as 

th
e slig

h
test 

co
rro

b
o

ratio
n

 to
 th

e ch
arg

e 
th

at th
e P

an
th

er raid
s are 

federal policy. 
D

esp
ite th

e b
u

reau
's cu

r-
rent "no com

m
ent" posture, 

F
B

I D
irector J. E

dgar H
oov-

er gave som
e explicit indica-

tions recently of the federal 
p

en
etratio

n
 o

f, th
e P

an
th

er' 
m

ovem
ent. 

H
e told a H

ouse A
ppropri-

atio
n

s su
b

co
m

m
ittee last 

A
p

ril 1
7

 th
at th

e "rev
o

lu
-

tio
n

a
ry

 sta
n

d
" ta

k
e
n

 b
y

 . 4  
b

lack
 n

atio
n

alist g
rO

o
P

s 
"h

as M
ad

e it n
ecessary

 fo
r 

the F
B

I to intensify its intel-
lig

en
ce o

p
eratio

n
s in

 th
is 

field
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e p

en
etra-

tion of these groups w
ith in-

fo
rm

a
n
ts a

n
d
 so

u
rc

e
s in

 
o
rd

er to
 b

e k
ep

t aw
are o

f 
their plans and objectives. 

"T
h
is p

e
n
e
tra

tio
n
 h

a
s 

b
een

 m
ad

e at all lev
els, in

-
clu

d
in

g
 th

e •to
p

 ech
elo

n
 o

f 
these extrem

ist groups." 
L

ast Ju
ly

 th
e F

B
I ch

ief  

P
ro

n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 th

e
 B

la
c
k
 

!P
an

th
eM

 as "th
e g

reatest 
th

reat to
 th

e in
tern

al secu
-

rity
 o

f th
e co

u
n
try

" am
o
n
g
 

a
ll th

e
 "v

io
le

n
c
e
-p

ro
n

e
, 

black extrem
ist groups." 

H
e w

ent on to say: 
"S

chooled in the M
arxist-

: L
en

in
ist id

eo
lo

g
y
 an

d
 th

e 
teachings of 'C

hinese C
om

-
, m

unist leader M
ao T

se-tung, 
its m

em
b
ers h

av
e p

erp
e-

trated num
erous assaults on 

police officers and have en-
gaged in violent confronta-
tio

n
s w

ith
 p

o
lice in

 cities 
throughout the country." 

A
nother indication of the 

tetn
p
er o

f . em
otions w

ithin 
th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 to

w
ard

 
th

e P
an

th
ers w

as a state-
m

en
t, attrib

u
ted

 to
 C

iv
il 

R
ights D

ivision C
hief L

eon-
ard

, , th
at "th

e B
lack

 P
an

-
therS

 are nothing but hood-
lum

s.  an
d
 w

e'v
e g

o
t to

 g
et 

them
: *

  
Jay M

iller, director of the 
Illin

o
is D

iv
isio

n
 o

f th
e
 

A
m

erican
 C

iv
il L

ib
erties 

U
nion, S

aid in, an ititervieO
r 

th
a
t L

e
o

n
a
rd

 'm
a
d

e
' th

e
 

statem
en

t sh
o
rtly

 after th
e 

indictm
ent last 1V

iarch gl pf 
eig

h
t rad

icals, in
clu

d
in

g
 

P
anther leader B

obby S
eale, 

on a charge of conspiring to 
cau

se rio
ts last y

ear at th
e 

D
em

o
cratic co

n
v
en

tio
n
 in

 
C

hicago. 
D

espite the professed pol-
icy of aloofness tow

ard the 



"The racist dog 
peliteMen must 
withdraw im-
mediately from 
our communities, 
cease their wan-
ton mailer and 
brutality and 
torture of Black 
People, or face 
the wrath of the 
armed people." 

Black Panther Party, there 
is an active legal battle 
plan, in preparation within 
the Internal Security Divi-
sion, for prosecution of 
Panther groups. 

Currently, two laivyers 
working for Yeagley are re-
searching the possibility of 
invoking the Smith Act 
against Panther activists. 

"We obviouslry have some 
problems in the Smith Act 
approach," said one govern,. 
ment official. "You've got to 
prove the existence of an or-
ganized conspiracy aimed at 
the forceful overthrow of 
the government. Then :  

you've got to show there is a 
clear and present . danger 
that might reasonably be ex-
pected to carry out the 
objective." 
"Kill The Pig . . ." 

From the standpoint of 
pure rhetorical violence, the 
Panther* would seem to 
have left themselves in easy 
mark to law enforcement of-
ficials. 

". . . Dynamite! >Black 
Power! Use the gun. Kill the 
pig everYwhere," appealed 
former Minister of Educa-
tion George MurraY 4 itt a 
speech at. Fresno State Col-
lege. 

"In order to stop, the 

"Now, to make an actual 
grenade, a weapon that kilts 

the following can be done: 
"Take a used, empty aero-

sol can, pull off the little„ 
pltuitic spray device; and' 
with a hammer!.  ,and anail 
pound the little plastic nip-
ple down into the can . . ." 
The article describes the 
mennfactinsi of simple "anti• 
property and antipersonnel 
bombs" for the magazine's 
readers. 

One government official 
commented on all this: ' 

"What can you imagine 
the reaction of police will be 
when they are made the tar-, 
get of this rhetoric, as well 
as of bullets. This. is the  

first group that has` based 
its appeal on the'`" gun and 
the slogan, 'Kill 	Pig'." 

Another highly placed 
Nixon 	administration 
official, who requested that 
he not be named, expressed 
a fear that the police forays 
into the ghetto against 
Panther headquarters Were 
strengthening the organiza-
tion. 

"Whenever, you repress a 
group through • extreme,  
measures you inevitably 
help to build it up," he said. 
"The Panthers actually have 
not been that important. But 
they are becoming so now." 

Though hundreds of 
Panthers have been arrested 
and, by one count, 28 lead-
ers have been killed in po-
lice shoot-outs, and the de-
mand for bail money has 
nearly exhausted the party's 
slim coffers, the indications 
are that the war will esca-
late. 

There are also indications 
that in the ghetto—which 
has never been a politiCat 
totter of strength to this, ad.. 
ministration—there 'le little 
credibility ' in the govern-
ment's claim that it is not 
part of the national crack-
down on Panther chapters. 

One of the damaging  

blonds to the Government's 
case was a raid by FBI 
agents last July 4 on Black 
Panther headquarters in 
Chicago. Armed • only with a 
fugitive warrant for a 
Panther wanted in a New 
Haven, Conn., murder case, 
teams of agents, wearing,  
bullet-proof vests and white 
armbands bearing the letter-

, ing "U.S. Department of 
Jusice," surrounded the 
ghetto building with squad 
cars. 

The raid was described by 
Chicago Daily News re-
porter L. P. Palmer Jr.: .  

". . . 'When efforts to coax 
the Panthers out of their of-
fices failed, the G-men took 
the sledge-hammer route, 
r usbed the headquarters 
and took into, custody—with-
out resistance—eight Black 
Panthers, two of ti*m fem-
ale. By the time the G-men 
left, revolutionary posters 
had been torn from the 
walls, lists .of names of 
Panther lawyers, contribu-
tors and other supporters 
had been confiscated. 

"Office equipment and 
some weapon's were carted 
out and petitions with more 
than-  9,000 signatures seek-, 
Mg an appeal •bond for 
jailed Illinois Panther 
leader Fred Hampton (kilted 
in this month's shoot-out) 
had disappeared. Cash-
soMething more than 
$1,706—was taken. Food for 
the Panther's Breakfast for 
Poor Children's Program 
had been trampled and 
slung around the office. 

George Sams ,Jr., the ob-
ject of the search and the 
only person named in the 
warrant, was not to be 
found. 

slaughter of the people we 
must accelerate the slaugh-
ter of the pigs," entreated 
Eldridge Cleaver, the par-
ty's Minister of Information, 
now reportedly seeking per-
mission to return to. the 
United States from Algeria. 
"Those who can't stand the 
sight of blood, especially 
their own, should stay home 

• • i'itere is also this excerpt 
from The Black Panther, the 
movement's magazine, in an 

-article last Nov. 16 on how 
to make grenade* and 
bombs. 

INNPIPIPENNIPIPOOVIIIMININIPIPION 

A cartoon in The Black Panther, the pigs and demands that they cease "their 
group's magazine, characterizes police as wanton murder" and "torture" of Negroes. 


