
B
lack Panthers C

alled D
isenchanted W

ith C
uba 

B
y F

en
ton

 W
h

eeler 
H

A
V

A
N

A
, Ju

n
e 25 (A

P
) —

 
A

m
erican B

lack P
anthers have 

b
eco

m
e d

isen
ch

a
n

ted
 w

ith
 

th
eir liv

es a
s ex

p
a
tria

tes in
 

C
u

b
a an

d
 w

an
t to leave, ac-

cording to a party m
em

ber. 
R

aym
ond Johnson, 22 of A

l-
exandria, L

a., w
ho said he w

as 
a
 lieu

ten
a
n

t in
 th

e B
la

ck
 

P
anthers and had hijacked an 

a
irlin

er, to
ld

 a
 n

ew
sm

a
n

 
today: "T

he P
anthers h

ave not 
b

een
 received

 in
 a revolu

tion
-

a
ry

 fa
sh

io
n

. W
e h

a
v
e b

een
 

condem
ned to live in C

uba." 
H

e said
 m

em
b

ers h
ad

 b
een

 
im

p
riso

n
ed

, sen
t to

 la
b

o
r 

cam
p

s, b
an

n
ed

 from
 H

avan
a 

and told they could not organ-
ize their party in C

uba. 
Johnson said, "It is possible 

som
e of th

e P
an

th
ers w

ill b
e 

arrested
 tod

ay,l! ad
d

in
g th

at 
arrests "

alw
ays com

e w
h

en
 

th
e` P

an
th

ers b
ecom

e d
isen

- 

chanted and after they protest 
con

d
ition

s an
d

 exp
ress a d

e-
sire to leave the country." 
`P

eculiar' P
rejudice 

"W
e-  thinkethere's racial dis-

crim
ination in C

uba," he said. 
"

It's a p
ecu

liar k
in

d
 of ra- 

cial d
iscrim

in
ation

. In
 som

e 
w

ays it's com
p

arab
le to atti-

tu
d

es in
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

ta
tes. 

W
hite C

ubans have a subcon-
sciou

s con
sp

iracy to m
ain

tain
 

control of the island. 
"W

e feel the C
ubans have a 

m
isunderstanding of the polit-

ical, cu
ltu

ral an
d

 revolu
tion

-
ary th

in
k

in
g of b

lack
 A

m
eri-

can
s, b

u
t p

rim
arily of th

e cu
l-

tural aspect of the black revo-
lution." 

Joh
n

son
 said

 th
e P

an
th

ers 
h

ad
 b

een
 d

iscou
raged

 from
 

talking to black C
ubans about 

black aw
areness and the w

ear-
in

g
 o

f A
fro

 h
a
ir sty

les. H
e 

sa
id

 m
o
st o

f th
e P

a
n

th
ers  

w
ould like to go to A

frica, but 
h

ave b
een

 told
 n

ot to con
tact 

A
frican em

bassies in H
avana. 

M
ore th

an
 30 p

er cen
t of 

C
uba's 8 m

illion people are of 
A

frican ancestry. 
[M

ost visitors to C
u

b
a. re-

gardless of their politics, have 
said

 th
at th

ey fou
n

d
 virtu

ally 
no evidence of racial discrim

i-
n

ation
. P

rem
ier C

astro h
as 

said
 it existed

 b
efore h

is revo-
lu

tio
n

, o
n

e co
n

seq
u

en
ce o

f 
U

.S. dom
ination.] 

Silent on C
leaver 

Joh
n

son
 tu

rn
ed

 asid
e q

u
es-

tion
s ab

ou
t P

an
th

er lead
er 

E
ld

rid
ge C

leaver on
 secu

rity 
grou

n
d

s, b
u

t ad
d

ed
:, "

A
n

 ex-
ceedingly high-ranking B

lack 
P

an
th

er officer d
oesn

't lik
e 

the treatm
ent of black revolu-

tionaries and the B
lack P

anth-
ers here at all." C

leaver, infor-
m

ation
 m

in
ister of th

e p
arty, 

is living in H
avana. 

Joh
n

osn
 d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
 h

ow
 

m
any P

anthers lived in C
uba. 

A
 form

er stu
d

en
t at S

ou
th

-
e
r
n

 U
n

iv
e
r
sity

 in
 B

a
to

n
 

R
ou

ge, L
a., Joh

n
son

 said
 h

e 
w

as jailed
 for 21 d

ays h
ere 

after hijacking a N
ational A

ir-
lines jet on N

ov. 4, 1968. 
H

e said his m
otive in hijack-

in
g th

e p
lan

e carryin
g 50 pas-

sen
gers and a crew

 of 7 w
as to 

seek
 asylu

m
 in

 C
u

b
a as a p

o-
litical refu

gee. A
t th

e tim
e h

e 
w

as a fu
gitive from

 an
 arson

 
charge in B

aton R
ouge. 

H
ijack

in
g S

tory 
[In

 M
ia

m
i, th

e F
B

I sa
id

 
Joh

n
son

 w
as on

e of th
e m

ore 
"vicious" of the hijackers. "H

e 
ca

lled
 th

e p
a
ssen

g
ers 'eco

-
n

om
ic d

evils' an
d

 stood
 over 

th
e cap

tain
 th

rou
gh

ou
t th

e 
fligh

t, con
tin

u
ally h

ittin
g h

im
 

over th
e h

ead
 w

ith
 a cock

ed
 

.38 revolver,"
 an

 F
B

I agen
t 

said.] 

Joh
n

son
 said

 h
e w

as so d
is-

trau
gh

t w
h

en
 h

e en
tered

 th
e 

cock
p

it th
at h

e told
 th

e p
ilot 

to tak
e h

im
 to M

iam
i in

stead
 

of C
uba. 

"
T

h
e p

ilot told
 m

e w
e al-

read
y w

ere h
ead

ed
 tow

ard
 

M
iam

i, so I told
 h

im
 I m

ean
t 

H
avana. I w

as com
pletely hys-

terical at the tim
e." 

J
o
h

n
so

n
, a

 slig
h

tly
 b

u
ilt 

m
an

, said
 th

is w
as th

e on
ly 

tim
e he got nervous. 

"
T

h
e rest of th

e tim
e I w

as 
in

 co
m

p
lete co

n
tro

l,"
 h

e 
added. 

Johnson said he w
ould have 

had no com
punction about tak-

in
g "

50 w
h

ite cap
italists w

ith
 

m
e"

 if h
e h

ad
 b

een
 forced

 to 
sh

oot h
is revolver d

u
rin

g th
e 

hijacking., 
H

e sa
id

 h
e w

en
t to

 th
e 

plane's w
ashroom

 and donned 
h

is B
la

ck
 P

a
n

th
er o

u
tfit, 

forced
 a stew

ard
ess to tak

e 

A
ssociated P

ress 

R
A

Y
M

O
N

D
 JO

H
N

SO
N

 
". • • w

e've been condem
ned" 

h
im

, to th
e cock

p
it, th

en
 an

-
nounced over the plane's pub-
lic address system

 thal he w
as 

ch
risten

in
g
 th

e jet' "
th

e 
R

epublic of N
ew

 A
frica." 

H
e said

 h
e rob

b
ed

 th
e p

as-
sen

gers of ab
ou

t $400 "as a 
m

atter of hum
iliation." 
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