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7
' Ju

dge R
elen

ts on
 F

in
al. W

itn
ess 

B
y T

ony F
uller 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

, F
eb

. 2
 (U

P
I)-

U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u

rt Ju
d

g
e Ju

-
liu

s J. H
o

ffm
an

 rested
 th

e d
e-

fense's case him
self in the riot 

co
n
sp

iracy
 trial to

d
ay

 w
h
en

 
th

e ch
ief d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

 ac-
cu

sed
 th

e ju
d
g
e o

f p
resid

in
g
 

at a "leg
al ly

n
ch

in
g
" an

d
 an

-
n
o
u
n
ced

, "W
e're n

ev
er g

o
in

g
 

to
 rest." 
T

h
e
 ju

d
g
e
 re

le
n
te

d
 la

te
r 

an
d
 said

 th
e d

efen
se can

 p
re-

, sent one last w
itness-r-the R

ev. 
R

alp
h
 A

b
ern

ath
y
, h

ead
 o

f th
e 

S
o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

er-
ship C

onference—
if it has him

 
in court at 10 a.m

. T
uesday. 

C
h
ief d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

 W
il-

liam
 M

. K
u
n
stler an

d
 H

o
ff-

m
an

 trad
ed

 an
g
ry

 b
lasts at th

e 
trial of seven antiw

ar leaders. 
K

u
n
stler to

ld
 th

e ju
d
g
e h

e 
h
ad

 "v
io

lated
 ev

ery
 p

rin
cip

le 
of justice" and challenged him

 
to

 "p
u
t m

e in
 jail." 

T
h

e ju
d

g
e accu

sed
 th

e d
e-

fen
se o

f "d
efy

in
g
 th

e co
u
rt's 

o
rd

ers an
d

 b
ein

g
 d

elib
erately

 
an

d
 o

p
en

ly
 in

 co
n

tem
p

t o
f th

e 
co

u
rt" b

y
 b

rin
g
in

g
 M

r. A
b
er-

nathy into the courtroom
 after 

H
o

ffm
an

 h
ad

 d
eclared

 th
e d

e-
fense's case rested. 

"N
ever 

a
s a

 
la

w
y

e
r o

r a
 

ju
d

g
e h

av
e 

I h
eard

 a law
y
er 

m
a
k
e
 re

m
a
rk

s su
c
h
 a

s y
o
u
 

h
av

e in
 th

is co
u

rt," H
o

ffm
an

 
to

ld
. K

u
n
stler. A

n
d
 in

 a fo
re, y

o
u
r h

o
n
o
r," K

u
n
stler re-

le
n
g
th

y
 sc

o
ld

in
g
 la

te
r, th

e
 

judge said: 
"
I h

a
v
e
 n

e
v
e
r se

e
n
 th

e
 

th
in

g
s b

efo
re th

at I h
av

e seen
 

in this courtroom
." 

"Y
o
u
'v

e n
ev

er seen
 u

s b
e- 

U
nited P

ress International 

talk
s to n

ew
sm

en
. W

ith
 h

im
 is 

d
efen

se co
u
n
sel W

illiam
 K

u
n
stler. 

T
he R

ev. 
troversy 

plied. 
T

urm
oil erupted w

hen K
un-

stler an
n
o
u
n
ced

 th
at, in

stead
 

of resting as originally agreed 
u
p
o
n
, th

e d
efen

se p
lan

n
ed

 to
 

have M
r. A

bernathy testify. 

T
he "C

hicago S
even" are ac-

cu
sed

 o
f co

n
sp

irin
g
 to

 in
cite 

th
e rio

ts th
at sw

ep
t C

h
icag

o
 

p
ark

s an
d

 streets d
u

rin
g

 th
e 

1968 D
em

ocratic N
ational C

on-
vention. 

W
h

en
 H

o
ffm

an
 in

sisted
 th

e  d
efen

se m
u
st w

in
d
 u

p
 its p

re-
sen

tatio
n
 w

ith
o
u
t M

r. A
b
er-

n
ath

y
's testim

o
n
y
, K

u
n
stler 

angrily balked. T
he judge for-

m
ally entered the "rest" order 

on the defense's behalf. 
K

unstler renew
ed 

h
is d

e- m
ands 

rep
eated

ly
, b

rin
g

in
g

 
th

e
 S

C
L

C
 le

a
d
e
r in

to
 th

e
 

co
u
rtro

o
m

 after th
e first g

o
v
-

ern
m

en
t reb

u
ttal w

itn
ess h

ad
 

taken the stand. 
T

he j u d .g e rem
ained ada- 

m
an

t u
n
til th

e aftern
o
o
n
 ses-

sion, w
hen A

ssistant U
.S

. A
t-

to
rn

ey
 R

ich
ard

 S
ch

u
ltz p

ro
-

p
o

sed
 th

at M
r. A

b
ern

ath
y

 b
e 

allo
w

ed
 to

 testify
 T

u
esd

ay
 

after all. 
S

chultz said the "spectacle" 
o
f b

rin
g
in

g
 M

r. A
b
ern

ath
y
 

in
to

 th
e co

u
rtro

o
m

 an
d
 su

g
-

gesting the court w
as trying to 

h
id

e th
e tru

th
 w

as "m
o

re p
re-

ju
d

icial to
 th

e g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
case th

an
 an

y
 testim

o
n

y
 M

r. 
A

bernathy could have given. 
"T

h
e
 d

a
m

a
g

e
 h

a
s b

e
e
n

 
done," S

chultz said. "T
he only 

w
ay

 th
is p

reju
d
ice can

 b
e u

n
-

w
o
u
n
d
 is to

 b
rin

g
 M

r. A
b
er-

nathy to the stand." 
H

o
ffm

a
n
 a

g
re

e
d
 w

ith
 

S
c
h
u
ltz

 th
a
t th

e
 in

c
id

e
n
t 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e created

 a p
reju

d
i-

cial im
p

ressio
n

 in
 th

e ey
es o

f 
th

e ju
ro

rs an
d

 said
 h

e W
o

u
ld

 
le

t M
r. A

b
e
rn

a
th

y
 te

stify
 

T
u

esd
ay

. K
u

n
stler to

ld
 th

e 
ju

d
g
e th

at the S
C

L
C

 lead
er 

h
ad

 left C
h

icag
o

 fo
r M

issis-
sip

p
i b

u
t th

e d
efen

se w
o

u
ld

 
try to get him

 back in tim
e. 

"Y
o
u
 th

in
k
 I'm

 lo
o
k
in

g
 fo

r 
contem

ptuous conduct," H
off-

m
an

 to
ld

 K
u
n
stler. "I'm

 n
o
t 

an
d

 I'm
 su

rp
rised

 w
h

en
 I fin

d
 

it h
ere . . • . I'm

 n
o
t eag

er to
 

se
n

d
 a

n
y

o
n

e
 to

 ja
il e

sp
e
-

cially
 law

y
ers ... I'm

 n
o
t h

ere 
to

 g
et an

y
 sad

istic p
leasu

re 
out of that." 

R
alph A

bernathy, center of a con- trial, 
at th

e C
h
icag

o
 rio

t - co
n
sp

iracy
 ch

ief 


