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P
olice Say C

aptured P
anther W

eap
on

s W
ere N

ot C
hecked for F

ingerprints 
B

y JO
H

N
 K

IFN
E

R
 

Special to T
he egew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

, Jan. 8—
T

he police 
serg

ean
t w

h
o
 led

 a p
red

aw
n
 

raid
 in

 w
h
ich

 tw
o

 B
lack P

an-
th

ers w
ere slain

 to
ld

 a sp
ecial 

co
ro

n
er's ju

ry
 to

d
ay

 th
at th

e 
p

o
lic

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

t c
h

e
c
k

e
d

 fo
r 

fingerprints any of the w
eapons 

th
ey

 said
 th

ey
 h

ad
 seized

 in
 

the raid. 
T

h
e p

o
lice h

av
e co

n
ten

d
ed

 
th

at w
h
en

 th
ey

 raid
ed

 a W
est 

S
ide apartm

ent at 4:40 A
.M

. on 
D

ec. 4
, a w

o
m

an
 in

 th
e ap

art-
m

en
t o

p
en

ed
 fire o

n
 th

em
 w

ith
 

a shotgun, touching off a fierce 
10-m

inute gun fight. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e raid
, F

red
 H

am
p
-

ton, the Illinois chairm
an of the 

B
lack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
 an

d
 M

ark
 

C
lark

, a P
an

th
er lead

er fro
m

 
P

eoria, w
ere shot to death. T

he 
P

an
th

ers h
av

e ch
arg

ed
 th

at th
e 

p
o

lice cam
e in

 sh
o
o
tin

g
 an

d
 

th
at M

r. H
am

p
to

n
 w

as "m
u

r-
dered in his bed." 

T
h

e
 se

v
e
n

 P
a
n

th
e
rs w

h
o

 
su

rv
iv

ed
 th

e raid
 —

 fo
u

r o
f 

w
h
o
m

 w
ere w

o
u
n
d
ed

—
h
av

e 
b

een
 ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 attem
p

ted
 

m
u

rd
er o

f th
e p

o
licem

en
. 

T
h
e six

-m
an

 b
lu

e rib
b
o
n
 w

ere a carb
in

e, a h
al -d

o
zen

  handguns and shotguns. O
ne of 

th
e sh

o
tg

u
n
s w

as saw
ed

 o
ff, 

an
d
 an

o
th

er, th
e p

o
lice said

, 
had been stolen from

 the P
olice 

D
epartm

ent. 
D

uring the afternoon session, 
S

gt. D
aniel R

. G
roth, w

ho com
-

m
an

d
ed

 th
e raid

in
g

 p
arty

 o
f 

p
o
lic

e
m

e
n
 a

tta
c
h
e
d
 to

 th
e
 

state's atto
rn

ey
's o

ffice, w
as 

ask
ed

 if fin
g

erp
rin

ts h
ad

 b
een

 
tak

en
 fro

m
 th

e w
eap

o
n

s. 
"

¶T 
d

o
n

't b
eliev

e an
y

b
o

d
y

 
ch

eck
ed

 fo
r th

em
," h

e said
. 

S
pecial D

eputy C
oroner M

ar- 

if 

h A b R
 

g: 

sc 
to 
lei 
in

 

tin
 S

. G
erb

er ask
ed

 w
h
y
 th

is 
had not been done by the.ctim

e 
laboratory technicians. 

N
o 'L

ogical E
xplanation' 

"I an
sw

er y
o

u
 v

ery
 fran

k
ly

, 
I d

o
n
't k

n
o
w

 w
h
at th

eir, tech
:. 

niques are," S
ergeant G

rO
th re-

p
lied

, alth
o
u
g
h
 h

e su
g
g
ested

 
that any prints m

ight have been 
"co

n
tam

in
ated

 b
y
 so

- m
an

y
 

people handling them
." 

M
r. G

erber persiS
ted, asking  if there w

as a "logical explana-
tio

n
" o

f w
h

y
 n

o
 attem

p
ts •  had

 
been• m

adeito chec,k the fm
ger- 

prints. 	
- 

• "N
o," S

ergeant G
roth replied. 

U
nder exam

ination by F
rancis 

A
n
d
re

w
, a

 la
w

y
e
r fo

r th
e
 

H
am

p
to

n
 fam

ily
, h

e said
 th

at 
his duties consisted of "investi-
g

ativ
e w

o
rk

 w
ith

 y
o

u
th

 street 
g
an

g
s an

d
 an

sw
erin

g
 calls fo

r 
h
elp

 fro
m

 th
e co

lo
red

 co
m

-
m

unity." 
In

 d
escrib

in
g
 th

e calls fo
r  h

elp
, h

e s
 •

 "
a
 
p
aren

t w
ill 

call h
ere. 	

tiliad 
is b

ein
g
 

intim
idated, O

IL
 	

a
 y

o
u

th
 

g
an

g
, o

r 	
ssm

an
 w

ill 
say

 h
e 	

stied to pay 
extortic* 

T
he 	

torney's office 
an

d
 t 	

telligence U
nit 

of 	
o
rce h

av
e b

een
 

m
ou 	

am
p

aig
n

 ag
ain

st 
you 	

m
an

y
 o

f w
h
ich

 
have 	

*loving into radical 
politic* 

co
ro

n
er's ju

ry
 n

am
ed

 to
 lo

o
k

 
in

to
 th

e tw
o
 P

an
th

ers' d
eath

s, 
to

o
k
 a

 • b
rie

f to
u
rs  o

f th
e
 

cram
ped, 

fiv
e-ro

o
m

 ap
artm

en
t 

at 2
3
3
7
 W

est M
o
n
ro

e S
treet 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e in
q
u
est's lu

n
ch

eo
n
 

recess. 
C

lusters of B
ullet H

oles 
P

rev
io

u
s in

sp
ectio

n
s o

f th
e 

ap
artm

en
t b

y
 rep

o
rters h

av
e 

fo
u

n
d

 clu
sters o

f b
u

llet h
o

les 
in

 th
e p

laces w
h
ere th

e d
ead

 
an

d
 w

o
u

n
d

ed
 P

an
th

ers w
ere 

fo
u

n
d

, b
u

t n
o

 b
u

lle
t h

o
le

s 
aro

u
n

d
 th

e en
tran

ce d
o

o
rs o

r 
o

th
er areas w

h
ere th

e p
o
lice 

said
 th

ey
 w

ere. 
T

h
e th

ree p
o

lice w
itn

esses 
w

h
o
 h

av
e testified

 at th
e in

-
q
u
est so

 far h
av

e sp
o
k
en

 o
f a 

sm
o

o
th

, ro
u

n
d

 h
o

le, ab
o

u
t an

 
inch in d

iam
eter, in

 th
e liv

in
g

 
ro

o
m

 d
o
o
r, w

h
ich

 tn
ey

 said
 

th
ey

 b
eliev

ed
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e 

b
y

 a so
lid

 d
eer-h

u
n

tin
g

 slu
g

 
alleg

ed
ly

 fired
 at th

em
. T

h
e 

slu
g
 h

as n
o
t b

een
 reco

v
ered

. 
Ju

st b
efo

re th
e recess, th

e 
ju

ro
rs w

e
re

 sh
o
w

n
 th

e
 1

9
 

w
eap

o
n
s an

d
 p

ack
ets o

f am
-

m
u
n
itio

n
 th

e p
o
lice said 

they 
seized in the raid. A

m
ongthem

 


