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—
A

n
 in

-
q
u
est in

to
 th

e k
illin

g
 o

f tw
o
 

B
lack

 P
an

th
ers d

u
rin

g
 a p

o
-

lice raid
 tu

rn
ed

 in
to

 an
 an

g
ry

 
shouting m

atch today because 
o
f an

 u
n
an

sw
ered

 q
u
estio

n
 

about the tim
ing of the raid. 

B
efore the uproar subsided, 

b
lack

s atten
d
in

g
 th

e in
q
u
est, 

in
clu

d
in

g
 th

e m
o
th

er o
f slain

 
P

anther leader F
red H

am
pton, 

pressed around a special coro-
n
er's b

en
ch

 d
em

an
d
in

g
 th

at a 
p
o
lice serg

ean
t b

e fo
rced

 to
 

explain the raid's tim
ing. 

It w
a
s th

e
 first tim

e
 th

a
t 

b
lack

 o
b
serv

ers h
av

e reg
is-

tered
 a stro

n
g
 d

isap
p
ro

v
al o

f 
th

e in
q
u
est—

an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 

arran
g
ed

 p
rim

arily
 to

 satisfy
 

th
eir stro

n
g
 d

o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t th

e 
killings. 

A
 H

am
p
to

n
 fam

ily
 law

y
er 

u
sed

- th
e w

o
rd

 "m
u
rd

ers" in
 

describing the shootings, attor-
n
ey

s rep
resen

tin
g
 th

e p
o
lice 

scream
ed

 o
b
jectio

n
s, an

d
 th

e 
coroner accused all of them

 of 
"y

ellin
g
 lik

e a b
u
n
ch

 o
f b

an
-

sh
ees." 
T

h
e sp

ecial co
ro

n
er's in

-. 
q
u
est is p

ro
b
in

g
 th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
 

b
y
 p

o
lice o

n
 D

ec. 4
 o

f H
am

p
-

to
n
 an

d
 M

ark
 C

lark
, a P

eo
ria 

P
an

th
er P

arty
 o

rg
an

izer, in
 a 

W
est S

ide apartm
ent during a 

search for illegal w
eapons. 

T
h
e m

an
 w

h
o
 led

 th
e raid

-
in

g
 p

arty
 o

f 1
3
 o

fficers, S
g
t. 

D
a
n
ie

l G
ro

th
, te

stifie
d
 h

e
 

o
n
ce h

ad
 co

n
sid

ered
 stag

in
g
 

it a
t 8

 p
.m

. o
n
 D

 e
 c

. 3
, a

 
W

ednesday, but instead chose 
th

e h
o
u
r o

f 4
:4

5
 a.m

. th
e fo

l-
low

ing day. 
G

ro
th

 a
lso

 sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
d
 

learn
ed

 fro
m

 a p
o
lice in

fo
rm

-
a
n
t th

a
t B

la
c
k
 P

a
n
th

e
rs a

t-
te

n
d
 p

o
litic

a
l o

rie
n
ta

tio
n
 

m
eetings on W

ednesday nights 
—

a
 fa

c
t th

a
t p

re
su

m
a
b
ly

 
m

ean
t th

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e 

b
e
e
n
 'a

t th
e
 a

p
a
rtm

e
n
t a

t 8
 

p.m
. 

A
 la

w
y
e
r re

p
re

se
n
tin

g
 

H
a
m

p
to

n
's fa

m
ily

 p
re

sse
d
 

G
roth

-  to
 ex

p
lain

 w
h
y
 h

e d
id

 
n
o
t 'ch

o
o
se th

e ev
en

in
g
 h

o
u
r 

to avoid thd danger of gunfire. 
G

ro
th

's se
a
rc

h
 w

a
rra

n
t 

called only for confiscation of 
w

eap
o
n
s, n

o
t fo

r th
e arrest o

f 
any persons. 

S
pecial deputy coroner M

ar-
tin

. G
erb

er refu
sed

 to
t h

av
e 

G
ro

th
 an

sw
er th

e q
u
estio

n
. 

T
h
e H

am
p
to

n
s' law

y
er, F

ran
-

c
is A

n
d
re

w
, c

o
m

p
la

in
e
d
 

strenuinly -  <
and in an em

otion-
a
l o

u
tb

u
rst u

se
d
 th

e
 sw

o
rd

 
"m

urderers." 
T

h
a
t b

ro
u
g
h
t o

b
je

c
tio

n
s  

fro
m

 state's atto
rn

ey
's law

-
y
e
rs, a

n
d
 G

e
rb

e
r sh

o
u
te

d
 

dow
n from

 the bench, "I don't 
w

a
n
t to

 h
e
a
r a

n
y
 m

o
re

 
sp

eech
es ab

o
u
t m

u
rd

er. T
h
e 

jury w
ill decide that." 

A
ndrew

 insisted the answ
er 

w
as cru

cial in
 d

eterm
in

in
g
 

w
h
eth

er G
ro

th
's p

lan
s fo

r th
e 

raid
 w

ere calcu
lated

 to
 m

in
i-

m
ize lo

ss o
f life o

r d
an

g
er to

 
e
ith

e
r p

o
lic

e
 o

r th
e
 a

p
a
rt-

m
ent's occupants. 

(
G

ro
th

 h
as testified

 earlier 
th

at an
 early

-m
o
rn

in
g
 h

o
u
r 

w
as chosen to gain the advan-

tage of surprise. 
T

h
e
 P

a
n
th

e
rs h

a
v
e
 c

o
n
-

ten
d
ed

 th
e p

o
lice stag

ed
 th

e 
actio

n
 d

elib
erately

 in
 th

e p
re-

daw
n hours, intending to m

ur-
der H

arnpten in hit sleep. 
T

h
ere h

ad
 been ritinors cir-

cu
latin

g
 b

efo
re th

e in
q
u
est 

th
at th

e p
o
lice h

ad
 th

o
u
g
h
t 

o
rig

in
ally

 o
f stag

in
g
, an

 ey
0
- 

n
in

g
 search

. G
ro

th
 4

1
1
 effect 

confirm
ed that today. 

A
fter G

erber adjonrn,ed the 
in

q
u
est u

n
til' M

o
n
d
ity

, M
rs. 

H
am

pton, 
her 'other sore W

il-
liam

, an
d

. S
everal other blacks 

p
re

ste
d
 to

w
a
rd

 G
e
rb

e
r's 

b
e
n
c
h
. W

illia
m

 H
a
m

p
to

n
 

shouted, "T
he black cO

rnm
U

-
n
ity

 is co
n
cern

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

at. 
T

h
e fam

ily
 o

f F
red

 H
am

p
to

n
  

is concerned." H
e slashed his 

arm
 through the air in protest 

a
n
d
 sto

rm
e
d
 o

u
t w

ith
 h

is 
M

other. 
In

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
, m

ean
 le, 

B
lack

 P
an

th
er law

y
er Jerry

 
L

efcourt of N
ew

 Y
ork said at 

a
 p

re
ss 

co
n
feren

ce to
m

-
P

an
th

er lead
ers w

o
u
ld

 so
o
n
 

p
resen

t "ab
so

lu
te'scien

tific 
proof that F

red H
am

pton w
as 

m
urdered." 
H

e said "experienced crim
i-

n
o
lo

g
ists" w

en
t to

 the shoot-
ing 

scen
e im

m
ed

iately
 after 

police w
ithdrew

 and m
ade a 

thorough exam
ination. 

T
h
eir ev

id
en

ce, L
efcm

w
t 

said, proves conclusivelY
A

bat 
police m

urdered 
an ,elabo 
included d 	

fig
 the 

leader w
ith sim

nel, 
clueing drug. 

'T
he seconal claim

 w
as fird

 
m

ad
e last W

ednesday by D
r. 

V
ictor L

evfne, a form
er 

p
ath

o
lo

g
ist fo

f th
e 

coroner's offk* w
ho 

tattled
 b

y
 th

e P
an

tiles*
 

p
erfo

rm
ed

 o
f 

tttl 
 

H
am

P
ton's 

L
efeo

u
rt refu

ie 
w

h
ere o

r w
h
en

 th
e P

 
w

ould present the evide 


