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G
uerrilla W

arfare: T
he C

itie 
P

olice E
m

battled as M
ilitants D

em
and C

hange 

C
h

icago S
u

n
.-T

im
es 

A
 C

hicago policem
an w

atches for snipers during an A
ugust disturbance. 

B
y R

obert C
. M

aynard 
W

ash
in

gton
 P

ost S
taff W

riter 

A
t a

 C
h

ica
g
o
 h

o
u

sin
g
 

p
roject, tw

o w
h

ite p
olice-

m
en

 w
h

o
se m

issio
n

 w
a
s 

m
ak

in
g frien

d
s w

ith
 you

n
g 

b
lack

s w
ere crossin

g a soft- 
b

a
ll field

 w
h

en
 tw

o
 rifle 

sh
ots ran

g ou
t. T

h
e p

olice-
m

en fell, m
ortally w

ounded, 
and w

hen• com
rades arrived 

to recover th
e b

od
ies th

ey 
w

ere p
in

n
ed

 d
ow

n
 b

y th
e 

sharpshooters' fire. 
In 

a 
restless H

ou
ston

 
slu

m
, th

e lead
er of a B

lack
 

P
a

n
th

er-sty
le g

ro
u

p
 w

a
s 

crossin
g a street w

h
ere five 

w
hite policem

en on a church 
ro

o
f w

ere w
a
tch

in
g
 fo

r 
sn

ip
ers. T

w
o q

u
ick

 sh
ots b

y 
th

e p
o
lice a

n
d

 th
e b

la
ck

 
m

an
 w

as d
ead

, h
is com

p
an

-
ion w

ounded. 
T

h
ese m

id
su

m
m

er ep
i-

sodes, and m
any others, are 

grim
 evid

en
ce th

at th
e ra-

cial ten
sion

 lon
g afflictin

g 
A

m
erica's cities is eru

p
tin

g  

in
 a n

ew
 an

d
 m

ore viru
len

t 
strain—

guerrilla w
arfare be-

tw
een young blacks and the 

police. 
In

 con
trast to th

e w
h

ole-
sale gh

etto-b
u

rq
in

gs of th
e 

'60s, today's eruptions occur 
in

 a
 co

n
fin

ed
 sp

h
ere—

arou
n

d
 a p

recin
ct station

, 
p

erh
ap

s, or a b
lack

 store-
front. B

ut they are far m
ore 

leth
al, for th

ere is a m
u

tu
al 

h
atred

 n
ow

, an
d

 a greater 
w

illin
gn

ess on
 b

oth
 sid

es to 
use guns. 

"W
hat appears to be hap-

pening is a w
ar, a feu

d
 b

e-
tw

een
 th

e w
h

ite p
olice an

d
 

resid
en

ts o
f th

e b
lack

 co
m

-
m

u
n

ity
," rem

ark
s 

D
r. Joh

n
 

P
. S

p
ieg

el o
f th

e 
L

em
berg 

C
en

ter o
n

 th
e Study of V

io-
lence. 

"N
either 

sid
e seem

s 
w

illing to negotiate." 
"T

h
ese k

id
s h

av
e •to

 g
o

 
th

eir ro
u

te n
o

w
, b

ecau
se m

y
 

g
en

eratio
n
 

tried
 a

n
d

 w
e 

failed," 
say

s T
im

o
th

y
 H

o
l-

lan
d
, a b

lack
 so

cio
lo

g
ist in

 _
 

N
ew

 B
edford, M

ass. H
is 15-  

y
ea

r-o
ld

 d
a
u

g
h

ter w
a
s 

w
o
u

n
d

ed
 w

h
en

, d
u

rin
g
 a

 
su

m
m

er d
isord

er th
ere, a 

sh
otgu

n
 w

as fired
 from

 a 
carload

 of w
h

ites, k
illin

g a 
b

la
ck

 y
o
u

th
. (F

o
u

r w
h

ite 
you

th
s h

ave b
een

 ch
arged

 
w

ith the m
urder.) 

"
W

e said
 w

e cou
ld

 m
ak

e 
th

e sy
stem

 w
o
rk

 a
rid

 it 
failed us and failed our chil-
d

ren
,"

 H
ollan

d
 

says. 
"S

o 
n

ow
 th

ey are d
oin

g it th
eir 

- - 
w

ay." 
A

s view
ed by m

any young 
b

lack
s, th

e "
system

"
 of in

-
stitu

tion
alized

 racism
 con

-
tin

u
e
s to

 w
ith

h
o

ld
 th

e
 

th
in

gs th
ey w

an
t —

 ed
u

ca-
tio

n
, jo

b
s, h

o
u

sin
g
, eq

u
a
l 

ju
stice, eq

u
a
l in

co
m

e, a
 

b
lack

 id
en

tity. T
h

is system
, 

having resisted the attem
pts 

of b
lack

 p
aren

ts for ch
an

ge 
from

 w
ith

in
, m

u
st n

ow
—

in
 

th
e view

 of you
n

g b
lack

s—
b

e overth
row

n
 from

 w
ith

-
ou

t. A
n

d
 th

e p
olice are th

e 
system

's guardians. 
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A limp "liberation" flag is raised at ,Teimple, University 
in Philadelphia just before the Black Panthers' con-
vention is,  oPened for three days there. 

Kill Authorities, 
Panthers Are 

PANTHERS, From Al 
Moreover, leaders of the 

business community have 
put public and private pres-
sure on local politicians who 
had toyed with the idea of 
canceling the convention. 

Downtown Philadelphia 
was virtually deserted on 
this holiday weekend and 
most of the heat is coming 
from Temple University's 
McGonigle Hall. 

The keynote speaker was 
Michael Tabor, 23, of New 
York, a slim and strident 
figure in black leather 
jacket and black trousers. 
He 	one of 21 Panthers 
awaiting trial on charges Of 
conspiring to blow up New 
York department stores, 
police stations and railway 
works. 

In a nonstop, 21/4-hour ad-
dress, Tabor urged that 

"everyone dedicate himself 
to the proposition that the 
only good pig is a dead pig." 

"Pig" in Panther parlance 
usually means "policeman" 
but today Tabor appeared to 
extend it to any representa-
tive of authority. . 

America, he Said, has left 
people with this choice: 
"You will endorse racism 
and capitalism dr you will 
pick up 'a gun and get what's 
yours." 

Tabor insisted that the.  
Panthers and their allies 
will "chaduct the revolution 
anyway we want" Its oppo-
nents, he silk- "are not 
human beings, Mng are not 
people, they have for4eited 

all claims to being a mem-
ber of the hymen 
race.. .anything- the people 
do to gain their freedom is 
justified." 

Tabor talked of going up 
on a rooftop after dark with 
a rifle, training the sights 
and squeezing the trigger. 
He did not specify the pro-
posed target but seemed to 
indicate a pdliteman. 

Such en event, he said, is 
"self defense. If you don't 
get him, he's going to get 
you the next day." A school 
dropout at' 14 and a heroin 
addict fcm. five years until he 
joined ate ',Pan,thers, Tabor 
drew on an ifriage from his 
own past. The Rockefellers, 
Fords, Melons and Pews, he 
said, are addicts too. "Their 
addiction is money," he said. 
"An injection will cure them 
—from the end•of a barrel 

' of a gun." 
Tabor described the 

United States government 
as a "government •of the 
pigs, by the pigs and for the 

Digs." In contrast, he said. 
Mao , Tse-tung , "can do no 
wrong Because . 
ChM* have guns.7 
. The &aid that filled the 

4,100-seat 'auditorium and 
Spilled • onto' the 'floor fre-
quently interrupted Tabor 
with. enthusiastic applause 
and the ritual 'cries' of "All 
power to the people 	. 
right. on." 

Perhaps three-fourths of 
those attending were: black 
and the vast majority ap-
peared under 30. 

Tabor's speech seems to 
mark a new and .harsher 
tone for Panthers. In the 
past, they have insisted that .  

,they ke.pt_ tuns Only to de-
fend theniselves. against po-
llee attacks-like the raids on 
their three offices here last 
Monday. Today, Tabor in-
dorsed aggressive guerilla 
War. 

After the speech, those 
,delegates with the stamina 
attended workshops of stu-
dents, workers, women, 
Male homosexuals, lesbians, 
Third World Peoples and 
others the Panthers consid-
ered exploited, 

By Monday, these groups 
expect to prepare their 
sion of the new:society." On 
Nov. 4, election day, the 
Panthers and their friends 
intend to work all this up 
into a new constitution fbr 
the United. States. 

Apart from the sizzling 
rhetoric, the convention • is 
'noteworthy for' two .other 
features: It represents a 
Panther effort to broaden 
the" organization's base and 
reach out to other groups 
who believe themselves ex-
ploited. It is also an effort 
to write a manifesto that 
more clearly defines 
Panther goals. 


