
2 Panthers 
alter plea in 
New Haven 

••• 

B
y John B

ancroft 
S

p
e

cia
l to

 th
e

 G
u

a
rd

ia
n

 

N
ew

 H
aven, C

onn. 
T

w
o

 m
em

b
ers o

f th
e N

ew
 H

av
en

 P
an

th
er 1

4
 h

av
e p

lead
ed

 
g

u
ilty

 an
d

 a th
ird

 h
as testified

 fo
r th

e state;  
T

h
ese d

ev
elo

p
m

en
ts to

o
k
 p

lace last w
eek

 as su
p
erio

r co
u
rt 

ju
d
g
e A

aro
n
 P

alm
er h

eard
 ev

id
en

ce o
n
 th

e req
u
est o

f fiv
e o

f th
e 

accused for bail. H
e reserved decision. 

T
h
e 1

4
 B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

 m
em

b
ers h

av
e b

een
 h

eld
 w

ith
o
u
t 

bail since M
ay—

all accused of participating in the m
urder of A

lex 
R

ack
ley

, 2
5
. T

h
e state alleg

es th
e P

an
th

ers to
rtu

red
 an

d
 k

illed
 

R
ack

ley
, a p

arty
 m

em
b
er, fo

r b
ein

g
 a p

o
lice in

fo
rm

er. T
h
e p

arty
 

d
en

ies th
e m

u
rd

er an
d
 m

ain
tain

s R
ack

ley
 w

as a m
em

b
er in

 g
o
o
d
 

standing. 
P

arty
 ch

airm
an

 B
o

b
b

y
 S

eale, cu
rren

tly
 serv

in
g

 fo
u

r y
ears in

 
jail fo

r co
n
tem

p
t o

f co
u
rt stem

m
in

g
 fro

m
 th

e C
h
icag

o
 trial o

f th
e 

C
o
n
sp

iracy
 8

, w
as ch

arg
ed

 in
.th

e N
ew

 H
av

en
 case in

 A
u
g
u
st an

d
 

is in
 .a C

alifo
rn

ia p
riso

n
 aw

aitin
g

 a h
earin

g
 o

n
 w

h
eth

er to
 ex

tra-
d
iet h

im
 to

 C
o

n
n

ecticu
t. 

S
eale w

as n
am

ed
 in

 th
e in

d
ictm

en
t b

y
 G

eq
rg

e S
am

s Jr., 2
3
, 

w
h
o
 w

as arrested
 in

 T
o
ro

n
to

 early
 in

 A
u
g
u
st. T

h
e P

an
th

er p
arty

 
insists S

am
s is actually the police inform

er and that he is part of a 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 fram
e th

e o
th

er N
ew

 H
av

en
 d

efen
-

d
an

ts. 
S

am
s, as ex

p
ected

, p
lead

ed
 g

u
ilty

 to
 seco

n
d

 d
eg

ree m
u

rd
er 

D
ec. I. T

h
e seco

n
d

 co
n

fessio
n

—
fo

r co
n

sp
iracy

 to
 co

m
m

it k
id

-
n
ap

p
in

g
—

w
as m

ad
e b

y
 L

o
retta L

u
k
es, 2

2
, w

h
o
 is eig

h
t m

o
n
th

s 
p
reg

n
an

t an
d
 w

h
o
 h

as b
een

 h
eld

 in
 p

riso
n
 .u

n
d
er d

ep
lo

rab
le 

co
n
d
itio

n
s fo

r th
e last six

 m
o
n
th

s. S
h
e o

rig
in

ally
 p

lead
ed

 in
n
o
-

cen
t. D

efen
d
an

t Jean
ie W

ilso
n
, 1

6
, at first refu

sed
 to

 testify
 b

u
t 

later, u
n
d
er th

reat o
f b

ein
g
 sen

t to
 jail u

n
til sh

e w
as 2

1
 if sh

e 
rem

ain
ed

 silen
t, d

ecid
ed

 to
 tu

rn
 state's ev

id
en

ce. H
er testim

o
n

y
 

d
id

 n
o

t in
clu

d
e an

y
 statem

en
ts ab

o
u

t to
rtu

re o
r m

u
rd

er. - 
R

ackley w
as allegedly kidnapped by party m

em
bers, subjected 

to
 a k

an
g

aro
o

 trial, to
rtu

red
, m

u
rd

ered
 an

d
 d

u
m

p
ed

 in
to

 a sw
am

p
 

in M
iddlefield, C

onn., M
ay 21. 

N
o
n
e o

f th
e fiv

e P
an

th
ers seek

in
g
 b

ail o
r th

e six
 o

th
ers w

h
o
 

did not seek the bail right have confessed to any crim
e. 

A
 b

ail h
earin

g
 is called

 fo
r u

n
d
er C

o
n
n
ecticu

t law
 in

 a cap
ital 

case w
h

en
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 an

d
 ju

d
g

e ag
ree b

ail sh
o

u
ld

 b
e d

en
ied

. 
In

 o
rd

er to
 h

av
e b

ail d
en

ied
 w

h
en

 ch
allen

g
ed

, th
e state m

u
st 

d
em

o
n
strate' "th

e p
ro

o
f is ev

id
en

t an
d
 th

e p
resu

m
p
tio

n
 ag

ain
st 

th
e d

efen
d

an
t g

reat." U
n

d
er th

ese co
n

d
itio

n
s, th

e state can
 u

se a 
bail hearing to produce any evidence—

even w
hen highly question-

ab
le—

fo
r th

e reco
rd

. T
h

u
s, ev

en
 if th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 relies o

n
 th

e 
testim

o
n

y
 o

f u
n

reliab
le p

o
lice ag

en
ts o

r p
erso

n
s th

ey
 h

av
e fo

rced
 

to
 testify

 (w
h
ich

 is w
h
at th

e P
an

th
ers ch

arg
e ab

o
u
t th

e ev
id

en
ce 

in
 th

is case) a b
ail h

earin
g
 is an

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 fo
r th

e state to
 rev

eal 
such testim

ony for later use—
before w

itnesses change their m
inds 

or repudiate confessions acquired under duress. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e 1
1
-d

ay
 b

ail h
earin

g
 th

e p
ro

secu
tio

n
 p

lay
ed

 tw
o
  

tap
e reco

rd
in

g
s w

h
ich

 im
p
licated

 th
e d

efen
d
an

ts in
 R

ack
ley

's 
death. T

he defense argued the tapes w
ere illegal evidence because 

id
en

tificatio
n
 o

f v
o
ices is u

n
reliab

le an
d
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere illeg

ally
 

seized. 
S

in
ce h

e w
as o

n
ly

 p
resid

in
g

 o
v

er a b
ail h

earin
g

 an
d

 n
o

t a trial, 
the judge adm

itted the tapes. 
W

h
en

 fin
ally

 p
lay

ed
—

th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n

 h
as rev

ealed
 th

eir co
n

-
ten

ts to
 th

e p
ress fo

r m
o
n
th

s—
th

e reco
rd

in
g
s tu

rn
ed

 o
u
t to

 b
e 

vague and suspicious in nature. F
or exam

ple, the first tape began, 
"M

y
 n

a
m

e
 is E

ric
k
a
 H

u
g
g
in

s . . . " a
n
d
 th

e
n
 w

e
n
t o

n
 to

 a
n
 

alleg
ed

 in
terro

g
atio

n
 o

f R
ack

ley
. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 th

e tap
es co

n
tain

ed
 

m
u

ch
 p

u
rp

o
rted

 q
u

estio
n

in
g

 o
f R

ack
ley

, th
ere is n

o
 in

d
icatio

n
 

th
at R

ack
ley

 (o
r th

e v
o
ice alleg

ed
 to

 b
e R

ack
ley

) feared
 fo

r h
is 

life, h
ad

 b
een

 to
rtu

red
 o

r th
at an

y
o
n
e p

lan
n
ed

 to
 m

u
rd

er h
im

. It 
is also

 n
o
t ex

p
lain

ed
 satisfacto

rily
 w

h
y
 E

rick
a H

u
g
g
in

s w
o
u
ld

 
have incrim

inated herself so directly. 
T

he P
anthers charge the tapes are a fraud. 

M
iss L

u
k
es, b

ro
u
g
h
t to

 th
e stan

d
 to

 h
ear th

e tap
es, d

isp
lay

ed
 

an am
azing ability to identify the voices after hearing only one or 

tw
o
 w

o
rd

s—
ev

en
 th

o
u
g
h
 sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 in
 th

e p
arty

 fo
r o

n
ly

 a 
b

rief p
erio

d
 b

efo
re h

er arrest an
d

 w
as n

o
t clo

sely
 fam

iliar w
ith

 
several of the vqices. 

C
o
m

m
en

tin
g
 o

n
 h

er testim
o
n
y
, a P

an
th

er sp
o
k
esm

an
 said

: 
"L

o
retta L

u
k

es h
as b

een
 k

ep
t in

 n
ear so

litary
 co

n
fin

em
en

t fo
r 

th
e last six

 m
o
n
th

s. W
e say

 sh
e is eith

er an
 ag

en
t o

r h
as b

een
 

in
tim

id
ated

." 
S

p
eak

in
g
 o

f S
am

s' co
n
fessio

n
, th

e sp
o
k
esm

an
 d

eclared
: "L

ast 
Ju

ly
 S

am
s w

as ex
p

o
sed

 as a p
o

lice ag
en

t." W
h

en
 arrested

 in
 

A
ugust on the basis of S

am
s' revelation to police, S

eale said S
am

s 
w

as o
u
sted

 fro
m

 th
e p

arty
.in

 A
p
ril 1

9
6
8
 b

u
t w

as allo
w

ed
 b

ack
 in

 
at th

e req
u
est o

f an
o
th

er P
an

th
er o

fficial. In
terv

iew
ed

 in
 jail A

u
g
: 

2
2

, S
eale stated

 th
at "S

am
s is an

 ag
en

t. H
e's clearly

 th
e o

n
e w

h
o

 
m

urdered this person." 
T

h
e tw

o
 o

th
er d

efen
d

an
ts called

 to
 testify

 at th
e b

ail h
earin

g
 

w
ere M

aude F
rancis, 15 and M

iss W
ilson. S

ince both are juveniles, 
th

ey
 can

 b
e h

eld
 in

d
efin

itely
 w

ith
o
u
t a trial u

n
til th

ey
 reach

 ag
e 

21. M
aude F

rancis, put on the stand first, refused to testify. S
he w

as 
sen

t b
ack

 to
 jail; w

h
ich

, co
u
ld

 b
e fo

r six
 y

ears, tilItil she agreed—
not to m

ention possible sentence w
hen her case actually com

es to 
trial. 

M
iss W

ilso
n

 also
 refu

sed
 to

 testify
 b

u
t later ch

an
g

ed
 h

er 
m

ind—
perhaps in fear of sharing the sam

e fate as M
aude F

rancis. 
H

e
r te

stim
o
n
y
, fo

r a
ll th

e
 p

u
b
lic

ity
 it g

o
t, d

id
 n

o
t d

e
sc

rib
e
 

to
rtu

re, trial, m
u
rd

er, o
r an

y
th

in
g
 o

f th
at n

atu
re. 

T
h

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t th
e b

ail h
earin

g
 th

e d
efen

se w
as sev

erely
 lim

ited
 

b
ecau

se it co
u
ld

 n
o
t—

fo
r strateg

ic leg
al reaso

n
s—

p
u
t an

y
 o

f th
e 

d
efen

d
an

ts o
n

 th
e stan

d
 to

 co
u

n
teract th

e state's testim
o

n
y

. 
C

om
m

enting on the hearings and governm
ent efforts to sm

ash 
th

e p
arty

, th
e P

an
th

er sp
o
k
esm

an
 su

m
m

ed
 u

p
: "A

s lo
n
g
 as th

ere 
are B

lack P
anthers, as long as there are black 'people, there w

ill be 
a B

lack
 P

an
th

er p
arty

." 
4
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pa
nt

he
r c

hie
f j

ail
ed

 in
 Sa

n F
ra

nc
isc

o 
(c

o
n
ti
n
u
e
d
 f
ro

m
 p

a
g
e
 3

) 

a
d
 h

o
c 

co
m

m
itt

e
e
 o

f 
"i

m
p
a
rt

ia
l C

o
n
g
re

ss
m

e
n
" 

in
ve

st
ig

a
te

 w
h
a
t 
h
e
 t
e
rm

e
d
 

"t
h
e
 e

ff
o
rt

 t
o
 b

ri
n
g
 a

b
o
u
t 
a
 f
a
sc

is
t 
p
o
lic

e
 s

ta
te

 in
 t
h
is

 c
o
u
n
tr

y.
" 

H
ill

ia
rd

 w
a
s 

a
cc

u
se

d
 o

f 
"k

n
o
w

in
g
ly

 a
n
d
 w

ill
fu

lly
" 

th
re

a
te

n
in

g
 t
h
e
 P

re
si

-
d
e
n
t'S

 li
fe

 d
u
ri
n
g
 a

 s
p
e
e
ch

 a
t 
th

e
 m

a
ss

 a
n
tiw

a
r 

p
ro

te
st

 in
 S

a
n
 F

ra
n
ci

sc
o
 N

o
v.

 
1
5
. 
T

h
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
 c

a
rr

ie
s 

a
 m

a
xi

m
u
m

 p
e
n
a
lty

 o
f 
fiv

e
 y

e
a
rs

 in
 ja

il 
a
n
d
 a

 $
1
0
0
0
 

fin
e
. H
ill

ia
rd

 w
a
s 

ja
ile

d
 w

h
e
n
 h

e
 w

as
 u

n
ab

le
 t

o
 m

ee
t 

$3
0,

00
0 

b
ai

l s
et

 b
y 

U
.S

.. 
d

is
tr

ic
t 

co
u

rt
 ju

d
g

e 
S

ta
n

le
y 

W
ei

g
el

. '
 

T
h

e 
in

d
ic

tm
en

t 
ag

ai
n

st
 H

ill
ia

rd
, h

an
d

ed
 d

o
w

n
 b

y 
a 

se
cr

et
 f

ed
er

al
 g

ra
n

d
 

ju
ry

, a
cc

u
se

d
 h

im
 o

f 
re

fe
rr

in
g

 t
o

 N
ix

o
n

 a
s 

"t
h

e 
m

an
 t

h
at

's
 r

es
p

o
n

si
b

le
 f

o
r 

al
l 

th
e 

at
ta

ck
s 

o
n

 t
h

e 
B

la
ck

 P
an

th
er

 p
ar

ty
 n

at
io

n
al

ly
" 

an
d

 s
ta

ti
n

g
 t

h
at

 "
w

e 
w

ill
 

ki
ll 

R
ic

h
ar

d
 N

ix
o

n
."

 
R

e
fe

rr
in

g
 t

o
 t

h
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
 a

t 
th

e
 p

re
s
s
 c

o
n

fe
re

n
c
e
, 
m

o
v
e
m

e
n

t 
a
tt

o
rn

e
y
 

T
e
rr

e
n

c
e
 H

a
ll
in

a
n

 s
ta

te
d

: 
"W

h
il
e
 i
t 

is
 t

ru
e
 t

h
a
t 

D
a
v
id

 s
a
id

, 
W

e
 w

il
l 
k
il
l 

R
ic

h
ar

d
 N

ix
o

n
,' 

it
 w

as
 in

 t
h

e 
co

n
te

xt
 o

f 
a 

se
n

te
n

ce
 t

h
at

 w
en

t 
o

n
 t

o
 s

ay
, '

w
e 

w
ill

 k
ill

 a
n

y 
m

o
th

er
fu

ck
er

 t
h

at
 s

ta
n

d
s 

in
 t

h
e 

w
ay

 o
f 

o
u

r 
fr

ee
d

o
m

,' 
w

it
h

 t
h

e 
em

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 t
h

e 
'a

n
y'

—
cl

ea
rl

y 
a 

p
o

lit
ic

al
 a

n
d

 n
o

t 
a 

cr
im

in
al

 p
re

d
ic

ti
o

n
."

 
H

al
lin

an
, a

 W
es

t 
C

o
as

t 
co

-c
h

ai
rm

an
 o

f 
th

e 
N

ew
 M

o
b

ili
za

ti
o

n
 C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

to
 

E
n

d
 t

h
e 

W
ar

 in
 V

ie
tn

am
, p

le
d

g
ed

 t
h

e 
M

o
b

e 
w

o
u

ld
 g

iv
e 

"a
ll-

o
u

t 
su

p
p

o
rt

" 
to

 
H

ill
ia

rd
. H

e 
ca

lle
d

 P
re

si
d

en
t 

N
ix

o
n

 "
an

 e
vi

l m
an

 w
h

o
 is

 a
tt

em
p

ti
n

g
 t

o
 u

n
le

as
h

 
a 

w
ar

 o
f 

re
p

re
ss

io
n

 in
 o

u
r 

n
al

jo
n

—
a 

w
ar

 e
xe

m
p

lif
ie

d
 b

y 
th

e 
in

d
ic

tm
en

t 
o

f 
D

av
id

 H
ill

ia
rd

."
 	

I 
, 

A
n

n
o

u
n

ci
n

g
 a

 p
u

b
lic

 c
am

p
ai

g
n

 t
o

 f
re

e 
H

ill
ia

rd
, G

ar
ry

 p
re

d
ic

te
d

 t
h

e 
P

an
-

th
er

 c
h

ie
f 

o
f 

st
af

f 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e 
fr

ee
d

 w
it

h
in

 a
 w

ee
k.

 T
h

e 
p

ar
ty

 a
tt

o
rn

ey
 s

tr
o

n
g

ly
 

cr
it

ic
iz

ed
 $

30
,0

00
 b

ai
l a

s 
ex

ce
ss

iv
el

y 
h

ig
h

, c
al

lin
g

 it
 r

an
so

m
 m

o
n

ey
. 

H
il
li
a
rd

, 
w

h
o

 w
a
s
 r

e
c
e
n

tl
y
 a

c
q

u
it

te
d

 o
f 

a.
 m

is
d

em
ea

n
o

r 
ch

ar
g

e 
o

f 
d

is
-

tu
rb

in
g 

th
e 

pe
ac

e,
 s

til
l f

ac
es

 a
ss

au
lt 

an
d 

at
te

m
pt

ed
 m

ur
de

r 
ch

ar
ge

s 
ar

is
in

g 
o
u
t 

o
f 

th
e 

A
p

ri
l 6

, 1
96

8,
 s

h
o

o
to

u
t 

in
 w

h
ic

h
 B

o
b

b
y 

H
u

tt
o

n
 w

as
 s

h
o

t 
d

ea
d

 a
n

d
 

E
ld

ri
d

g
e 

C
le

av
er

 w
o

u
n

d
ed

 b
y 

-O
ak

la
n

d
 p

o
lic

e.
 H

is
 f

ir
st

 t
ri

al
 o

n
 t

h
e 

ch
ar

g
es

 
en

d
ed

 in
 a

 h
u

n
g

 ju
ry

. T
w

o
 o

th
er

 P
an

th
er

s,
 C

h
ar

le
s 

B
u

rs
ey

 a
n

d
 W

ar
re

n
 W

el
ls

, 
ar

e 
no

w
 s

er
vi

ng
 lo

ng
 p

ri
so

n 
te

rm
s 

on
 c

on
vi

ct
io

ns
 in

 c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

w
ith

 th
e 

ca
se

. 
A

s
 p

a
rt

y
 c

h
ie

f 
o

f 
s
ta

ff
, 
H

il
li
a
rd

 i
s
 t

e
c
h

n
ic

a
ll
y
 t

h
ir

d
 i
n

 c
o

m
m

a
n

d
 o

f 
th

e
 

n
at

io
n

al
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n

. T
h

e 
tw

o
 r

an
ki

n
g

 o
ff

ic
er

s 
an

d
 f

o
u

n
d

er
s 

o
f 

th
e 

p
ar

ty
, 

N
ew

to
n 

an
d 

S
ea

le
, a

re
 p

re
se

nt
ly

 in
 ja

il.
 

N
ew

to
n

, m
in

is
te

r 
o

f 
d

ef
en

se
, i

s 
se

rv
in

g
 t

w
o

 t
o

 1
5 

ye
ar

s 
o

n
 a

 m
an

sl
au

g
h

te
r 

co
n

vi
ct

io
n

 in
vo

lv
in

g
 t

h
e 

d
ea

th
 o

f 
an

 O
ak

la
n

d
 p

o
lic

em
an

 in
 O

ct
o

b
er

 1
96

7.
 

T
h

e
 c

o
n

v
ic

ti
o

n
 w

a
s
 m

u
c
h

 c
ri

ti
c
iz

e
d

 a
t 

th
e
 t

im
e
 a

s
 p

o
li
c
e
 a

d
m

it
te

d
 t

h
a
t 

N
ew

to
n

 w
as

 u
n

ar
m

ed
. T

ri
al

 e
vi

d
en

ce
 in

d
ic

at
ed

 t
h

e 
o

ff
ic

er
 m

ig
h

t 
h

av
e 

b
ee

n
  

ki
lle

d
 b

y 
a
 b

u
lle

t 
fr

o
m

 h
is

 p
a
rt

n
e
r's

 g
u
n
. 
T

h
e
 c

a
se

 is
 p

re
se

n
tly

 u
n
d
e
r 

a
p
p
e
a
l. 

S
e
a
le

, 
p
a
rt

y 
ch

a
ir
m

a
n
, 
p
re

se
n
tly

 in
 S

a
n
 F

ra
n
ci

sc
o
 C

ity
 J

ai
l, 

is
 f

ig
h

ti
n

g
 

ex
tr

ad
it

io
n

 t
o

 C
o
n
n
e
ct

ic
u
t 
o
n
 a

 m
u
rd

e
r 

co
n
sp

ir
a
cy

 c
h
a
rg

e
 in

vo
lv

in
g 

th
e 

de
at

h 
o

f 
fo

rm
er

 P
an

th
er

 A
le

x 
R

ac
kl

ey
 (

se
e 

ar
ti

cl
e 

b
el

o
w

).
 H

e 
al

so
 m

u
st

 s
ta

n
d

 t
ri

al
 

ag
ai

n
 in

 C
h

ic
ag

o
 o

n
 a

 f
ed

er
al

 c
o

n
sp

ir
ac

y 
ch

ar
g

e 
st

em
m

in
g

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

co
n

fr
o

n
-

ta
ti

o
n

 d
u

ri
n

g
 t

h
e 

D
em

o
cr

at
ic

 c
o

n
ve

n
ti

o
n

 in
 A

u
g

u
st

 1
96

8.
 H

e 
is

 s
er

vi
n

g
 f

o
u

r 
ye

ar
s 

in
 ja

il 
fo

r 
co

n
te

m
p

t 
o

f 
co

u
rt

 a
s 

a 
re

su
lt

 o
f 

h
is

 f
ir

st
 a

p
p

ea
ra

n
ce

 in
 t

h
e 

C
hi

ca
go

 c
on

sp
ir

ac
y 

tr
ia

l. 
S

ea
le

 d
ec-

  l
a
re

d
 t

w
o

 w
e
e
k
s
 a

g
o

 t
h

a
t 

a
 s

h
e
ri

ff
 h

a
d

 b
e
a
te

n
 h

im
 i
n

 j
a
il
 f

o
r 

re
fu

si
ng

 t
o
 s

u
rr

e
n
d
e
r 

h
is

 le
g
a
l 

pa
pe

rs
. 

H
e
 r

e
q
u
ir
e
d
 m

e
d
ic

a
l t

re
a
tm

e
n
t.
 J

a
il 

o
ff
ic

ia
ls

 d
id

 n
o
t 
d
e
n
y 

th
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
. 
O

n
e
 o

ff
ic

ia
l c

o
m

m
e
n
te

d
 t
h
e
 u

se
 o

f 
fo

rc
e
 

w
a
s 

o
ft
e
n
 n

e
ce

ss
a
ry

 t
o
 "

p
a
ci

fy
 t
ro

u
b
le

so
m

e
 p

ri
so

n
e
rs

."
 	

• 
S

in
ce

 t
h
e
 p

a
rt

y'
s 

in
ce

p
tio

n
 in

 t
h
e
 f
a
ll 

o
f 
1
9
6
6
 in

 O
a
kl

a
n
d
, 
p
a
rt

y 
o
ff
ic

e
s 

th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t 
th

e
 n

a
tio

n
—

n
o
ta

b
ly

 P
a
n
th

e
r 

h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rt

e
rs

 in
 C

h
ic

a
g
o
—

h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 

th
e
 l
o
c
a
ti
o
n
 o

f 
a
rm

e
d
 a

s
s
a
u
lt
s
 b

y
 p

o
lic

e
. 
In

 o
n
e
 i
n
c
id

e
n
t 
in

 O
a
k
la

n
d
 i
n
 

S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r 

1
9
6
8
, 
tw

o
 a

lle
g
e
d
ly

 d
ru

n
k 

p
o
lic

e
m

e
n
 s

h
o
t 
u
p
 t
h
e
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

n
a
tio

n
a
l 

h
e
a
d
q
u
a
rt

e
rs

. 
A

ft
e
r 

a
 d

e
p
a
rt

m
e
n
ta

l i
n
ve

st
ig

a
tio

n
, 
th

e
 t
w

o
 o

ff
ic

e
rs

 w
e
re

 s
u
s-

p
e
n
d
e
d
. 
T

h
e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rt

e
rs

 h
a
s 

si
n
ce

 b
e
e
n
 m

o
ve

d
 t
o
 n

e
a
rb

y 
B

e
rk

e
le

y.
 

A
cc

o
rd

in
g
 t
o
 A

tt
o
rn

e
y 

G
a
rr

y,
 H

a
m

p
to

n
's

 d
e
a
th

 in
 C

h
ic

a
g
o
 w

a
s 

th
e
 2

8
th

 
"l

e
g
a
l m

u
rd

e
r"

 o
f 
a
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

si
n
ce

 J
a
n
u
a
ry

 1
9
6
8
. 

H
e
w

itt
 e

st
im

a
te

s 
o
ve

r 
3
0
0
 P

a
n
th

e
rs

 a
re

 p
re

se
n
tly

 in
 ja

il.
 A

b
o
u
t 
5
0
 a

re
 

b
e
in

g
 h

e
ld

 w
ith

o
u
t 
b
a
il.

 
C

o
m

p
o
u
n
d
in

g
 t
h
e
 p

a
rt

y
's

 f
in

a
n
c
ia

l 
p
ro

b
le

m
s
 a

s
 a

 r
e
s
u
lt
 o

f 
h
ig

h
 b

a
il,

 
H

e
w

itt
 s

a
id

, 
ve

n
d
o
rs

 o
f 
th

e
 B

la
ck

 P
a
n
th

e
r 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r—

w
h
ic

h
 p

ro
vi

de
s 

m
u
ch

 
o
f 
th

e
 p

a
rt

y'
s 

re
ve

n
u
e
—

"h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 s

ys
te

m
a
tic

a
lly

 h
a
ra

ss
e
d
 b

y 
p
ig

s.
" 

In
 o

n
e
 

su
ch

 in
ci

d
e
n
t 
in

 S
a
n
 F

ra
n
ci

sc
o
, 
D

e
c.

 5
, 
a
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

n
e
w

sp
a
p
e
r 

ve
n
d
o
r 

w
a
s 

a
rr

e
st

e
d
 a

n
d
 c

h
a
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 t
h
re

a
te

n
in

g
 t
h
e
 li

fe
 o

f 
th

e
 P

re
si

d
e
n
t.
 T

h
e
 c

ha
rg

es
 

w
er

e 
d
ro

p
p
e
d
, 
b
u
t 
th

e
y 

in
te

rr
u
p
te

d
 s

a
le

s.
 

A
rr

e
st

s 
in

vo
lv

in
g
 B

la
ck

 P
a
n
th

e
r 

p
a
rt

y 
m

e
m

b
e
rs

 v
a
ry

 f
ro

m
 a

 M
t.
 V

e
rn

o
n
, 

N
.Y

.,
 P

a
n
th

e
r'
s 

a
rr

e
st

 f
o
r 

a
n
 "

u
n
la

w
fu

l t
a
b
le

 in
 f
ro

n
t 
o
f 
o
ff
ic

e
" 

to
 t
h
e
 m

u
rd

e
r 

ch
ar

ge
s 

lo
dg

ed
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
N

ew
 H

av
en

 1
4.

 
A

cc
o

rd
in

g
 t

o
 s

ta
tis

tic
s 

co
m

p
ile

d
 b

y 
P

a
n
th

e
r 

n
a
tio

n
a
l h

e
a
d
q
u
a
rt

e
rs

, 
a
rr

e
st

s 
o
f 
m

e
m

b
e
rs

 in
. 
L
o
s 

A
n
g
e
le

s 
a
lo

n
e
 t
o
ta

lle
d
 8

6
 f
o
r 

th
e
 f
ir
st

 h
a
lf 

o
f 
th

is
 y

e
a
r.

 
T

o
ta

l b
a
il 

th
e
re

 w
a
s 

$
2
1
3
,4

1
5
. 

P
a
n
th

e
r 

fr
e
e
 .
 b

re
a
kf

a
st

 p
ro

g
ra

m
s 

fo
r 

sc
h
o
o
l c

h
ild

re
n
 h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 a

n
o
th

e
r 

ta
rg

e
t 
o
f 
p
o
lic

e
 a

ct
io

n
. 
In

 P
h
ila

d
e
lp

h
ia

 la
st

 w
e
e
k 

p
o
lic

e
 e

n
te

re
d
 a

 c
h
u
rc

h
 

w
h
e
re

 b
re

a
kf

a
st

 w
a
s 

b
e
in

g
 p

re
p
a
re

d
 f
o
r 

ch
ild

re
n
 a

n
d
 d

u
m

p
e
d
 f
o
o
d
 o

n
 t
h
e
 

flo
o
r.

 A
n
o
th

e
r 

p
o
lic

e
 t
a
ct

ic
 is

 t
o
 a

rr
e
st

 a
 P

a
n
th

e
r 

fo
r 

p
o
ss

e
ss

io
n
 o

f 
a
 s

to
le

n
 

ve
h
ic

le
 if

 t
h
e
 p

a
rt

y 
m

e
m

b
e
r 

is
 u

n
a
b
le

 t
o
 p

ro
d
u
ce

 c
a
r 

re
g
is

tr
a
tio

n
. 



i m
s rep

o
rter, alo

n
g

 w
ith

 m
an

y
 o

th
ers, ex

am
in

ed
 th

e scen
e 

sh
o
rtly

 after th
e k

illin
g
s. T

h
e p

h
y
sical ev

id
en

ce co
m

p
letely

 co
n
-

trad
icts th

e p
o

lice sto
ry

. 
- T

h
ere is o

n
ly

 o
n
e b

u
llet h

o
le in

 th
e fro

n
t d

o
o
r lead

in
g
 in

to
 th

e 
liv

in
g

 ro
o

m
, a h

o
le m

ad
e fro

m
 th

e o
u

tsid
e. B

eh
in

d
 it is a p

o
o

l o
f 

b
lo

o
d
, th

e sp
o
t w

h
ere M

ark
 C

lark
 is p

resu
m

ed
 to

 h
av

e d
ied

. T
h
e 

rear w
all of the living room

 has a m
inim

um
 of 40 bullet holes in it 

in
 a d

o
w

n
w

ard
 slo

p
in

g
 p

attern
 as th

o
u

g
h

 fired
 b

y
 a m

ach
in

e g
u

n
. 

T
h
e sh

o
ts w

h
ich

 m
ad

e th
e h

o
les w

ere fired
 fro

m
 th

e liv
in

g
 ro

o
m

 
a
n

d
 th

e
 p

a
th

s o
f th

e
 b

u
lle

ts c
a
n

 b
e
 tra

c
e
d

 b
a
c
k

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 

p
lasterb

o
ard

 w
alls o

f th
e tw

o
 b

ed
ro

o
m

s. T
h

e tw
o

 ro
o

m
s h

av
e at 

least fiv
e p

attern
s o

f h
o
les m

ad
e b

y
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 fire in

to
 th

em
 fro

m
 

th
e k

itch
en

 an
d

 th
e h

allw
ay

. T
h

e o
n

ly
 tw

o
 b

ro
k

en
 w

in
d

o
w

s in
 

th
e ap

artm
en

t are in
 H

am
p

to
n

's b
ed

ro
o

m
 an

d
 in

 th
e k

itch
en

 
leading onto the back porch. T

he kitchen w
indow

 is broken along 
a p

erfectly
 straig

h
t h

o
rizo

n
tal lin

e w
h
ere it w

as sco
red

 b
y
 a g

lass 
cu

tter. 
N

o
w

h
ere in

 th
e ap

artm
en

t is th
ere an

y
 ev

id
en

ce th
at an

y
 sh

o
ts 

w
ere fired

 o
u
t o

f th
e b

ed
ro

o
m

 o
r o

u
t o

f th
e fro

n
t d

o
o
r. It is 

ab
so

lu
tely

 im
p

o
ssib

le th
at th

ere co
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 a g

u
n

 b
attle 

su
ch

 as claim
ed

 b
y
 th

e p
o
lice. A

ll b
u
llet h

o
les lead

 in
to

 th
e 

b
ed

ro
o
m

 fro
m

 th
e fro

n
t an

d
 b

ack
 en

tries. H
am

p
to

n
's b

ed
 is 

covered w
ith blood stains, w

ith blood running over the side of the 

Panther chief Hilliard jailed 
B

y
 F

ra
n

c
is

 F
u

re
y

 
G

u
a

rd
ia

n
 W

e
s

t C
o

a
s

t B
u

re
a

u
 

S
an F

rancisco 
A

ll n
a
tio

n
a
lly

 p
ro

m
in

e
n
t le

a
d
e
rs

 o
f th

e
 B

la
c
k
 P

a
n
th

e
r p

a
rty

 a
re

 e
ith

e
r 

d
e

a
d

, b
e

h
in

d
 b

a
rs o

r in
 e

xile
. 

T
h
e
 d

a
y
 b

e
fo

re
 Illin

o
is

 p
a
rty

 le
a
d
e
r F

re
d
 H

a
m

p
to

n
 w

a
s
 m

u
rd

e
re

d
 b

y
 

p
o
lic

e
 in

 C
h
ic

a
g
o
, p

a
rty

 c
h
ie

f o
f s

ta
ff D

a
v
id

 H
illia

rd
, 2

7
, w

a
s
 a

rre
s
te

d
 b

y
 

S
e

cre
t S

e
rvice

 a
g

e
n

ts h
e

re
 a

n
d

 ch
a

rg
e

d
 w

ith
 th

re
a

te
n

in
g

 th
e

 life
 o

f P
re

sid
e

n
t 

N
ixo

n
. 

W
ith

 H
illia

rd
 in jail, R

aym
ond M

asai H
e

w
itt, p

a
rty

 m
inister of education, 

has taken over the P
anther apparatus as acting national party leader. 

In
 a n

ew
s co

n
feren

ce D
ec. 4

, H
ew

itt an
n
o
u
n
ced

 p
lan

s fo
r a P

an
th

er-led
 

d
eleg

atio
n
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s to

 p
ro

test U
.S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
p
p
ressio

n
 o

f 
black people. 

P
antl-k

er atto
rn

ey
 C

h
arles G

arry
, in

 w
h

o
se o

ffice th
e co

n
s o

n
ce w

as h
eld

, 
ch

aracterized
 H

illiard~S
 arrest as "p

art an
d
 p

arcel o
f a sch

em
e to

 co
m

m
it 

genocide on the-B
tack

 P
an

th
er p

arty
." 

L
in

k
in

g
 H

illrard
's,arrest w

ith
 H

am
p
to

n
's m

u
rd

er an
d
 th

e im
p
riso

n
m

en
't ofi 

B
oblay,S

eale and tiuey N
ew

ton, the exile of E
ldridge C

leaver and the m
urder, 

im
p

ris
o

n
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 trials o

f sco
res o

f o
th

er P
an

th
ers, G

arry
 d

em
an

d
ed

 th
at an

 
(C

ontinued on page 4) 

A
gain staging their attack under the pretext of a search lot 

w
eap

o
n
s, p

o
lice sm

ash
ed

 d
o
w

n
 th

e d
o
o
rs o

f R
u
sh

's S
o
u
l 

ap
artm

en
t at 5

:3
0
 a.m

. o
n
 F

rid
ay

, D
ec. 5

. R
u
sh

 escap
ed

 
certain

 d
eath

 b
y
 n

o
t b

ein
g
 h

o
m

e at th
e tim

e o
f th

e raid
. S

t 
o
f th

e attack
 o

n
 H

am
p
to

n
's ap

artm
en

t said
 p

o
lice to

ld
 th

e 
"R

u
sh

 is n
ex

t." P
o

lice an
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
e seizu

re o
f an

 u
n

reg
 

g
u
n
 an

d
 a w

arran
t w

as issu
ed

 fo
r R

u
sh

's arrest. H
e su

rre 
S

atu
rd

ay
 m

o
rn

in
g
 to

 th
e p

resid
en

t o
f th

e A
fro

-A
m

erican
 

m
an's league and w

as im
m

ediately freed on bond. 
H

am
p

to
n

's assassin
atio

n
 cam

e as th
e clim

ax
 o

f a st 
recen

t p
o
lice attack

s in
 C

h
icag

o
 in

 w
h
ich

 th
e P

an
th

ers h
 

cessfu
lly

 d
efen

d
ed

 th
em

selv
es. T

h
ree d

ay
s b

efo
re th

e m
u

:  
P

an
th

er ap
artm

en
t w

as in
v
ad

ed
. S

h
o
ts w

ere ex
ch

an
g
ed

 
o

n
e w

as h
it. T

h
ree P

an
th

ers, in
clu

d
in

g
 Illin

o
is lab

o
r r 

L
ynn F

rench, w
ere arrested and beaten. O

n N
ov. 13, a S

ou 
sh

o
o

t-o
u

t resu
lted

 in
 tw

o
 co

p
s d

ead
 an

d
 o

n
e P

an
th

er k
ill, 

Illin
o
is P

an
th

er o
ffice h

as b
een

 attack
ed

 th
ree tim

es, o
n
 . 

Ju
ly

 3
1
 an

d
 O

ct. 4
. 

R
esp

o
n

se th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t C

h
icag

o
 to

 H
am

p
to

n
's assassin

at 
been im

m
ediate, disciplined and overw

helm
ing. R

allies an 
o
u
ts w

ere h
eld

 at n
u
m

ero
u
s h

ig
h
 sch

o
o
ls an

d
 co

lleg
e: 
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...Hampton 
(continued from page 3) 
Friday evening rally to lay plans for a shutdown of all schools and 
businesses in the black community while Hampton's body lies "in 
blackness." The funeral was scheduled to be held Monday, Dec, 
8, at the First Baptist Church in Melrose Park. 

On Saturday afternoon the Panthers held their own memorial 
rally, which became a rally of armed defense: The crowd of 3000 
spilled out of the Church of the Epiphany onto surrounding 
streets. Dozens of representatives of black and Latin organiza-
tions spoke. The highlights were addresses by William Hampton, 
chairman Fred's older brother; Deborah Johnson, the only survi-
vor of the assassination who has been freed on bond; Dr. Hurst 
and at the end, a surprise appearance by Bobby Rush who had 
surrendered to police only a few hours before. Dr. Hurst pro-
mised to turn the Malcolm X campus into a recruiting ground for 
a black liberation army. Rush brought the crowd to its feet 
stomping and cheering as he declared the Panther's intentions to 
carry on their program. 

Hampton, chairman of the Illinois Black Panther Party/or the 
last year and a half when he and a few friends founded the 
organization, was unquestionably the most respected revolution-
ary leader in Chicago. Intensely political and universally respected 
for his tirelessness in the cause of liberation, Hampton's life had 
been devoted to the creation of a mass revolutionary force in the 
black community. He had a reputation for being undogmatic, 
patient in his analysis of concrete situations, self-critical and 
completely fearless. He was an eloquent public speaker and al-
ways said that he was "high on the people." He especially 
involved himself in developing party ties to the people and to 
coalition organizations. His work included building links with 
black street gangs, participation in the Rainbow Coalition with 
the Young Lords (Puerto Ricans) and Young Patriots (poor 
whites). He spoke frequently to both black student unions and 
white student groups, visited black communities up and down the 
state and conducted political education classes within the Party. 

Chairman Hampton grew up in Maywood, a western suburb of 
Chicago. An "A" student at Priviso East high school, he was also 
on the football, basketball and baseball teams and in the Junior 
Achievement program. At that time his ambition was to become a 
lawyer. 

In 1966 he was elected president of the West Suburban Youth 
Council of the NAACP and immediately launched a campaign to 
have a swimming pool built in the black community in Maywood. 
In 1967 he was arrested for mob action in a swimming pool 
demonstration and later that year he was arrested again for 
"inciting to riot." 

After founding the Black Panther party in Illinois in 1968, 
Hampton was arrested in connection with an incident in which a 
large group of black youth "liberated" a Good Humor ice cream 
truck and distributed ice cream to children. He was found guilty 
of stealing $71 worth of ice cream and given a 2-5 year sentence 
in the state penitentiary. He served several months before being 
freed on appeal bond. Since that time, Chicago police have never 
missed an opportunity to hang more charges on him and at the 
time of his death he had at least a dozen cases against him 
pending in the courts. 

With an acute sense of realism, Hampton lived every moment 
as though it were his last. It was as though he wanted to get as 
much political work done as possible before, the end which he 
knew was inevitable. 

In the last speech he made before his assassination, Chairman 
Hampton said: "This system is out to kill us and we know it. 
Some say we are not ready to take on this monster. We say that 
we do not want to, but that is not the question any longer. The 
monster has taken us on and we have to deal with reality." 


