
12 huithers 
Acquitted in 
Detroit Death 
DETROIT, June 30 (UPI)— 

A jury today found 12 Black 
Panthers innocent of the 
major charges in the shooting 
death, of a Detroit patrolman, 
but found three defendants 
guilty of felonious assault. 

The jury,  of 10 blacks and 
two whites was cheered by a 
crowd of Panther supporters 
who crowded into the Recor-
der's Court morn to hear the 
verdict. 

The jury found all 12 de-
fendants, six men and six 
women, innocent of first-de-
gree murder and conspiracy to 
murder and of assault with in-
tent to murder. 

tlowever felonious assault 
sled, ids were returned against 
Engle D. Saussur, Benjamin 
Fondrun and David Jonnson. 

The weary jury, ca jn 
with the verdicts after, 41/2 
days of delibsrationst A 
woman juror broke down and 
acted after the rifitp,ngs 'kerb" 
read. 	• 	-- 

Fifteen persUns were 'ar-
rested Ott. 2# following the 
siege of the Black Panther 
Party's headquarters on De-
troit's west side. 

The siege, which touched off 
the shooting of patrolman 
Glenn E. Smith, began when 
police and Panthers scuffled on 
the street over the distribution 
of Black Panther literature and 
some of the Panther newspa-
per salesmen ran ito the par-
ty's headquarters. 

Recorder's (criminal) Court 
Judge John R. Murphy said 
the' three /Panthers found 
guilty of felonious assault 
would' be sentenced July 21. 
The others were freed. 

Defense attorneys, confident 
the prosecution had not pres-
ented a winning case, sur-
prised the court by resting the 
defense case without calling a 
single witness. 


