
A4 Tuesday, August 24,1411 TEE WASHINGTON POST 

By. Williest•Chakien 
Washiuston Pest Men Writer 

The Black Panther Party 
has contributed to an increase 
of violence but never has 
amounted to a "clear and pros.. 
ent danger" to the U.S. gov-
ernment, the House Commit-
tee on Internal Security con• 
dudes in a report released 
yesterday. 

The committee majority, fol• 
lowing extensive hearings, ,de-
termined that, "'Fortunatelit 
the Panthers' rhetoric regardd, 
ing revolutionary activity has '  
always exceeded perform-
ance." 

But a minority of four Re 
publicans objected, to the gen-
erally moderate, non-alarmist 
tone of the report. Rept John 

Ashbrook <01116), Roger H. 
Zion (Ind.), Fletcher Thomp' 
son (Ga.), and John O. Schmitz 
(Calif.) declared the report 
"does not give the reader a 
clear understanding of the 
Black Panther Party as .a sub-
versive criminal group using 
the facade of politics and 
Marxist-Leninist ideology as a 
cover for crimes of violence 
and extortion." 

The Republicans clsiMed 
that the alliance between the 
U.S. Communist party and the 
Panthers became dose when 
the militant black group's 
leaders were arrested and the 
Panthers needed legal assist-
ance. 

Rep. Richardson Preyer (D. 
N.C.), who was head of a sub-
committee which heard for-
mer Panthers testify, wrote in 
a separate summation that the, 
party "as a national organic& 
tion, is near disintegration. Its 
peak membership was never 
more than 1,500 or 2,000, and 
the committee hearings docu-
ment the steady decline in 
these numbers during the last 
year." 
Wants No 'Martyrs' 

Preyer said he disagreed 
with those who favored a 
more highly critical report. He 
conceded that it wotdd be ea 
"to write a real zinger of a 
port" that would provo 
greiter,Rublic outrage, but it 
also might help revive the 
party by tithing martyrs of its 
lestiders, he said. 

--ceaferity matt said,  

through its deliberately in-
flammatory rhetoric and 
through the actual armiltg.and 
military training of its =env. 
bers, his, contributed toUrrin-
crease in acts of violence and 
conatitutes a threat to the in-
-ternal security, of the United 
States, 

"The CoMmittee does, not 
hold that the relatively small 
group of Black Pantheist has 
at, 	time emistitutat. a clear 

d present danger to the con-
ned „functioning of the US. 

Government or any other in-
stitutions of our democratic 
society." 

However, the Insidious and 
yirulent force" of the Panther 
movement is 'strong enough to 
warrant a continued oongres-
Mona' ,"alert," the coMmittee 
declared. It did not explain 
whet the "alert" would re-
Witt 
Pollee Deaths 

Although it found the par-
ty'* propaganda, -balling, for 
itithig of police officer*. to be 
a "Malevolent influenee" in 
American life, the oolitMittee 
did not conclude specifically 
that the Panthers have 
erately caused, police deaths: 

The cominittee, which 
tined the pay's history frOtii 
its inception 	Oakland, 
Calif., found that one Panther 
community service 	free 
breakfasts for school children.  
— was for a time successful. 
About -20,000 children iia-19 ci-
ties are being served, and sip 
multaneously propagandized, 
by the Panthers, it estimated. 
Some food programs were 
taken over by other local com-
muttity groups, While others 
have been 'abaondoned 
completely. ' 

The committee report en-
dorses legislation already pro 
posed by, the chairman, Rep. 
Richard H. Ichord (I)-Mo.). It 
%WWI* bring under federal 
isrisdietior 14,. -killing of ei- 
that 	 lr a Police- 

goiter= 
adeguati  
liability 
torn 
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