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Burecau teletvpe to Philadelphia, dated
1/23/69,

Philadelphia teletvpes to Bureau,
dated 1/23/69, 1/24/69, 1/27/89,
1/28/69, and 1/29/69.
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Bureau
1l - 44-38861
1 - 100-448006

USA, EDPA (JRS)
Atlanta (Info)

Memphis (9-1501) (Info)
Philadelphia

1 - 9-3113

1l - 157-2845 (SCLC)

1 - 157-2979 (J. BEVEL)
1 - 100-Dead (C. MOORE)
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PH 9-3113

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

Four copies of this report are being submitted to
the Bureau since the Bureau may desire to forward one copy to

the Department.

m Intelligence Squad,
Philadelphia IO epartment, advised on 1/30/89 his squad

is investigating this matter.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST!GATION

1 - USA, EDPA (JRS)

SA_EDWARD M. COLE Offices Philadelphia,
1/31/69 ‘ Pennsylvania
9-3113

Bureau Flle f:

UNKNOWN " SUBJECTS ;
REVEREND JAMES BEVEL - VICTIM

POSSIBLE EXTORTION

Telegram sent by CEDRIC MOORE to Director, FBI,
President RICHARD M. NIXON, Philadelphia Police
Department Commissioner FRANK RIZZO, and Philadel-

phia Mayor JAMES H. J. TATE stating that someone was going
to kill the Reverend JAMES E. BEVEL, Southern Christian

Leadership Conference official in Philadelphia, because of
BEVEL's statements that JAMES EARL RAY was innocent in the
murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., Southern Christian

Leadership Conference President. MOORE and BEVEL interviewed

threat and telegrams, and both stated
not further identified, told them at
ristian Leadership Conference (SCLC) Headquarters on

January 20 or 21, 1969, about the people he had heard stating

.

they would burn down the building in which BEVEL resides,
and also that a "contract was out" on BEVEL. No letter
through mail, interstate telephone calls, or telegrams involved

in threat.

DETAILS:

United States Attorney declined.

This case is predicated on a telegram received by
the FBI on January 23, 1969, from CEDRIC MOORE, _
Assistant Non-Violent Education, Southern Christian

Leadership Conference, Philadelphia, Pa. The telegram states,
"I am informing you that a serious threat is being made on
Rev. JAMES BEVEL life concerning his defense of JAMES EARL RAY."

This decument contalne nelther fecommundytions nur conclusions of the FHEi. It lu the prapurty of the FB{ ana 14 loaned to
YOur agency; It and its Conlenis are not to be distributed outy lae your agaacy,
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Date_danuary 31, 1969

CEDRIC MOORE, currently residing atm
mSouthern Christian Leadership Conference Headq
0 1

delphia, was interviewed regarding a telegram he sent
to J. EDGAR lIOOVER, President NIXON, Philadelphia Police
Commissioner RIZZ0O, and Philadelphia Mayor JAMES H., J. TATE,
stating a serious threat was being made on the life of
Reverend JAMES BEVEL concerning his defense of JAMES EARL
RAY.

MOORE stated he is not familiar with many Philadel-
phia people as he just came to Philadelphia from Memphis.
He has been in Philadelphia for a little over one week.

MOORLC stated t ' January 20 or 21, 1969,
an individual named“who occasionally visits
Southern Christian L SN1ip Conrerence (SCLC) Headquarters,
stated that a group of "cats" were incensed at BEVEL's
statements that JAMES EARL RAY, alle i ller of MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR., was innocent. ﬁtated these
"cats" made the statement they w n e building down
in which BEVEL resides.

MOORE co; ldentify urther, nor
could he furnish residence address or telephone
number.

MOORE also advised that on _either January 20 or 2%,
13969, while walking past a room at he -
heard someone say, "BEVEL should b t

identify the person who spoke nor could he identify anyone
else in the room.

On

1/28/69 ., Philadelphia, Pa.
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J Bete January 29, 1969

On January 29, 1969, the Reverend JAMES BEVEL, )
Philadelphia Branch, Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), was interviewed regarding the threats made to his
life by an unknown group of individuals after BEZVEL sent a
telegram to JAMES EARL RAY proclaiming RAY innocent of the
killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

BEVEL said that on either Monday or Tuesday,

uary 20 1969, an individual known to him only as
of Philadelphia, Pa., who has drifted in
an e iladelphia SCLC Office, was in the building,

and told BEVEL that since BEVEL had sent the telegram to RAY,

S "cats" in Philadelphia were mad at BEVEL's telegram.
id not describe where he heard these people talking,
re, or when it was said, but the "cats" were
talking about blowing up the SCLC building in which BEVEL
lived and that a "contract" (to kill) was out for BEVEL.
BEVEL said there was no mention made of a telegram, !
interstate telephone call, or a communication through the mail. |
It was all oral.

BEVEL again said that he had information and
| evidence that would prove RAY had not killed KING, but he said
i he would not divulge this information unless he was allowed
to defend RAY in court. He did say that RAY had a psychomotor
defect that would preclude RAY shooting a rifle accurately.

He also said that he was not concerned about the
; threats made against him by disgruntled "brothers" because he
‘ had lived with threats since 1961, when he had joined KING-
: and the SCLC. '

on 1/29/69 ot_Philadelphia, Pa. Flle#_Philadelphia 9-3113
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FEDZRAL BUREAU O« INVESTIGANnUN

January 3¢, ;303

Date

CEDRIC MOORE, Southern
Christian Leadership Co ce the Reverend
JAMES BEVEL, was interviewed, and he advised that he had no
information that the threats to the 1ife and safety of BEVEL
had been made by interstate .telephone, telegraph, or through
the United States Mail.

On 1/29/63 Philadelphia, Pa. File#_ Philadeiphia 9-3113
SAS
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PH 9-3113
X A551stant United btates Attornev JOHN R, SUTTON,

Eastern Distrigt of \ a, Philadelphia, Pa., was
advised by SA of the above information on
January 29, 19 state at Federal prosecutlon was

being decllned because the facts did not constitute a violation
of Federal law.
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