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For the information of Atlanta, BEVLL is
currently employed at the Health and YWelfare Couneil,
Inc., 1428 Columbia Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., telephone
CE 2-9911.
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UNPLJ)STHTﬁﬁl)EPARTMENT Or Ju Jlck

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION

m¢&J¥mukdum Philadelpnia, Pennsylvania
hlc Ne. ;

5 January 23, 1969

JAMES LARL RAY:
MARTTN LUTHLR KING - VICTTM

Reverend James Bevel was interviewed at his
residence, 919 North 18th Street, Phlladclphla, Pa., an
January 21, 1269. The following are the results of this
interview:
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- EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO,
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/ CONFINENTIAL 1/23/69

Date

, Reverend JAMES BEVEL was interviewed for ten minutes
4t his residence., Ile stated he was extremely busy as he had
appointments through 11:00 p.m. that day. While the inter-
view was in progress, a woman asked REVEL if he could speak
to 4 member of the press. BRLVEL told her to tell the person
on the telephone he was tied up until 11:00 p.m.

EARL RAY in connection with the murder of his pood friend
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING.. BEVEL referred te KING as one k
of his closest and dearest friends. BLVEL stated that since i
the FBI was connected with the prosecution and he was involved ¢
with the defense, he felt he should not furnish this information. ’

BEVEL stated he had prcof of the innocence of JAMES i
|

Tt was npointed out to BEVEL that the FBT is an
investigative agency and does not prosecute anyone. It was
also pointed out to BEVEL that the FBI is as interested in
proving a person's innocence as proving a person's guilt.
BEVFL was advised the FBI was interested in obtaining and |
proving all facts possible during any investigation.

BEVEL stated he sent a telegram to RAY on Saturday, '
January 18, 1969, and as of the date of the interview, he
had received no answer to his telegram. DREVEL stated in
connection with this he planned to eall PERCY FORLMAN, Attorney !
for PAY on the night of January 21, 1969, and offer his services |
in connection with RAY's defense,

BEVLEL stated he would telephone the contacting agents
on January 22, 1969, and advise if FORTMAN accepted his of fer. i
PEVEL stated if FORTMAN does not accept his offer to aid the i
defense. he, BRVEL, plans to drop the entire matter as he feels ?
he has no moral obligation towards RAY to produce his evidence
of RAY's innocence if his offer of help is refused. '

It was pointed out to BEVEL that if he had evidence
of RAY's innocence, it should be brought to the attention of
the court. BREVIL again stated he would do so only if he was
Allowed to be part of RAY's defense. .

DEVEL stated that at the time MARTIN LUTHRP XTNG

~——CONFIDENT TAR— -

On_1/21/69 at__hiladselphia, Pa. -Z File# Philadelphia 44-1368
SA and

by—_SA Date dictated__ L1/ 22/69

This document tontains Aeither recommendalians ner conclusions of the Fal.' Il w the property of the FBI ond iv loaned fo your ggency,

1 and |I"‘onllnll are nol to be distributud oulside your aguncy.
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Was shot at the Loraine Motel in Memphia, he was standing
on the ground underneath the halcony whera KING was shot,
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CONFTDTHTTAL

JAMES TIART, PAY
MARTTII LUTITP ©TMNG

- VIrTIM

at approximately 2:30 p.m.
Reverend Bevel would

On JTanuary 2?7, 1969, Special ’\”"f‘“-
telephonically attﬂmbtod to contact Peverend Reove)
The person answering stated

not return until 5:00 or §:00 p.m,
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UN1 .D STATES DEPALTMENT OF J TICE '
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGCATION

In Keply, Plisse Refer 6 lhlladelphla, Pennsvlvanla

Fila:Ne. January 23, 1969 B
Title JAMES EAFRL RAY:
MARTIMN LUTHER KING - VICTIM
Character
Reference ‘emorandum ‘dated and captioned as
above at Philadelphia, Pa.

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities '
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable
information in the past.

This documont cantains neither fecommendations nor conclusions of the FUBI, [t (= thu pruperty
ol the FBI and 18 loanwud to Your dagency; it and its contlents are not to be distributed cutside
iy Your agency.
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