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Sear Bick, (Loward),

That parggraph on bpecter is wonderful. YouS¥l appreciate it more when you hear
what Howard did to him in public. It might be more precide to say what he did to himself
with Howard's skillful help, Howard haviamg offered the petard and Specter having
hoist himself, I won't teke the edge off!

On 394, check, but on the¢ test through fabric, I thiuk it 1a waste of time because
there are too many othor conditions to duplicate to make it meaningfhl and they'll pose
serious problums to you., i also thing it de trop ut this poimt., Cellom is supercautious,
which lor ;¢ .t my purposes is fine, He falls just short of daying that it was impose
sible for these tears to have been uade by a bullet., He says that the only condition
making it possible require, among other things, a velocity of 5-700 fps, which is the
end of it all, on that bagis alone—evem if it were a bullet, and I am as undeviating
on thi: I wa: from my very first writing. Wecht is so busy he's had to give up things
that arc prefessionally rewarding and profitable, He shoulu be left alone as much as
possiblu, Olherwise, 1f wWe have sowmething really important, we wont be able to use him.

Hoch: I sug.est leaving himw entirely alone., He is no Epstein, does not bulieve the
Report, and, although I can't exnlain this radical departure from what he knows about
real testiyg, I an satisfied his purpese was npt to prove the Report right. He never
intended publication and I think there is presently little likelihood of any by A.
I think we took good care of that. fou'll just turn him of1, and he can and does do
good work witl the time he has,

Um weather is breaking, The ice clings te the sides of the pool and pond, but it
almsot all pone frow the lane, the bottom of wiich is veginning to disapjpear. Sunny
and warm today.

Mo and JFK motion: sothing new in this, I said it in WWII, There are, to me,
separate and discontinuous wmovements, the shorter and weaker to the fromt. I think
that if we ever learn all about the wounds we might pet an explanation, It is toe
violent, 1 believe, to be a muscular or nervous reaction, and it is sufficiently less
violent to that backward to sugrest lower forBe, hence lower hit, less leverage.

Garrison can't even steal sensibly. But he had similar stories about others
going into botter jobse If they are true they mean nothing. Reily was low-paid, detense
and aerospace higher-paid. However, on the side of your suspicion, I think one of the
“eilys was Cli. You have to understand Jim and his special kind of ego to make sense out
of the news story that was wade into news when it wasn't., That happened much earlier., In
court was the first pghlic acknowledgement, 1've known if for almost two years. But his
thinking is that because he caeuldn't do i+, it can't and won't be done.

You did not enclosc the Mitchell letier,

bmory Brown: Rt. 4, Box 82, Farmingdale, “ives on Squankum Rd. The FBI has returned
the bull-t with the report it has n& connections with the assassination-verbal!

Pypes ammo: try and remember or find the simple formulation 1 gave you having to @o
with design and the convention. I think it belongs in for any use. Head and evlocities is
interesting point. It &all hangs on Finck's testimony about his experiences. What were
th- velocities of the bullets causing the wounds he examined? Much higher, no? So he mas
taliking about cabbages and they applied it to kings. Is there any reason i1'd want a copy
of the neutron activation article? If there is, even for understanding, thanks, yes. No
rush on iorgan. ...1'm trying to get this .nd other things done to mail when 1 take ~Lil
into town in a few minutes. Hope 1've not gug forgotten anywthing in your 2/8 and 2/11,
both here today...You are to get the rough .draft of the boox-length papers I filed in
court after Sylvia. Jim Lesar can now provide copies from th. clear xerox of the original
before filing. He has it. Cost wbout $5.00. I don't think you need it, but the very rough
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Dear Harold (ce Howard):

To understand my silence over the past week or so, you have
to understand what Kingston is like at this time of year. At
all times it's a grey city, built in years past of the limesone
that lies all about. Around the end of January and continuously
for the next month or so, it's as grey as can be-- inside and out.
Everybody feels it. The worst of winter gone, but still more to
come; spring barely in sight. It presses hard on the soul and
easily sets you in the doldrums. That's me now, Utterly blech.
Besides, I have had an unusual lot of work to do lately with some
Faculty and Departmental business. I get started with something,
then wonder why I am doing it, then go on to something else, and
in the end not getting much of anything done. What a feeling;
it hits me every year avout this time. But it makes the spring
so much nicer when it comes.

My monograph is all but done-- the writing, at least. I have
to make & few typographical changes, but otherwise that's it. I
still have shooting to do, so as to get some illustrative photos,
and some pesearch into a certain aspect. Unless you request it,
I'11 not send a copy until it is complete in all ways. It's
different in many ways from the previous version, with some im-
portant additions, so 1 would ask you to read it again., If I
sent what I now have, it would mean reading not only this, but
also the fully complete version. There is no need for you to
trouble with that now.

The 399 pic that Howard sent is now being reproduced for
me. I'll send you both copies. I should have it later in the day.
I studied it, but not too carefully, when I received it, but
found nothing that caused me to change my opinion about the bullet--
i.e., that it lost no substance in the form of fragments. (By the
way, toward the end of his testimony in vol.5 Frazier says something
implying that the bullet did lose substance from the base. The
reference goes something like, "So little metal was lost from the
base that..."'. He should know better; maybe he did. The state-
ment at lest indicates that he took & good look at the base, which
is something good to know,

No responsgse from Hoch re my comments about his failing to
refer me to Wound Bgllistics.

I got a letter from Wecht enclosing and analysis of my mono-
graph by a criminalist named Collom. The analysis is vacuous and
largely meaningless. Wecht, I gather, has been very busy. I do
not anticipate any help from him. Collom, like Howard, noticed
an anomaly in my use of the term "burst" referring to severe frag-
mentation. (I'm making changes in that regard-- not important.)
His other comments are just meaningless

On to some matters referred to in you mail, Please excuse
if I jump about haphazardly, for I have a great stack before me
and will just peel the pages off one by one in no order.



I look forward to seeing your recently-acquired Zapruder
pictures. In your 20 Rmmx Dec note you mention slight forward
movement of the head after the car past the lamppost. This seems
to imply that you think JFK might have been hit from behind then.

I still tend to think the double-hit the most plausible. Largely
for two reasons: (1) the evident forward movement of the head
between Z312 and 313, and (2) the bruising of the supra sternal
notech. f“That bruise camnot be explained in terms of a slight
movement-~- the chin had to come down pretty hard on the mnotch

to cause a bruise. I see sufficient movement for that in £312/313.
I cannot think what else might have caused the bruise. ( I believe
it was noted by Parkland docs--not sure-- so that makes me think

it wasn't invented by autopsy doecs.)

I read Garrison's book a few months aga. If you ever write
a chapter on it, may I suggest this title: "Wishywash"? It signi-
fies nothing, and doesn't even have sound and fury. There were
errors that you probably noted too. The only thing new to me
was the information about IHO's fellow-workers at Reiley Coffee
getting defek similarly oriented jobs shortly after IHO left.

If that tale is true (is there reason to doubt it?), it certainly

ig provocative. I do not currently think of a government- sponsered
agssassination, but I don't put it out of my mind. Anyway, those
guys could have been moved for some strong reason associated with
THO, but not necessarily with the assassination. I'll tell you,
though, I was impressed by the information. But knowlng Garrison,

I don't know what to make of it.

Enclosed is your 23 Dec letter to mitchell. You asked for
return. Sorry to delay. I'1ll send this, the 23 Dec letter to
Resor, and the 24 Dec letter to Rhodes-- these three I'1ll send to
Howard, and he can forward them to you.

I have your 5 Jan letter to Emory Brown explaining your
contact with FBI re new-found Plaza .30 cal. bullet. You did
right. Emory lives in N.J. not far from Trenton, where I sometimes
go to see my family. When I am next in that area, I'11l give him
a call. If you remember, send me his address.

Shirt piepure: I look at this from time to time, and regularly
fail to see anything that remotely suggest movement of a missile
of any kind theough there., Fascinating. If I could get some
material duplicating that of the shirt, 1 would do some shooting
of variously sized and shaped projectiles through it. I don't
think using similar material would be very satisfactory, but may
try some this summer when I have time. As you know, I did such
shooting before, but didn't record the results.

Your long 13 Jan letter to me re raul does much to convince
me that he is not completely lost. Since you have more to lose
than anyone in this matter-- I don't mean loss of material things,
but of untouchable things-- I'1]l go along with whatever you say.
And not entirely with misgivings, for my feelingd mow are ambi-
valent-- I go back and forth between extremes, and seem unable to
settle on a mean. It8s going to be interesting as hell to see
what happens. 1ndications are that Paul has always felt the WC
was right. The situation seems not different from that of Epstein--
WC right, but for all the wrong reasons. WE8ll see. Keep me
posted, anyway, on dealings with Paul, Once we have achieved some
sort of settlement on the matters of his mellons and my framents,
even if it's a settlement in the admission of an impasse, I'll
bear down on him with other things-- like the front-neck wound.

I think I can wax him with that, for of all matters it seems both

the most soundly settled and the most damaging to "the good guys"



On your attitude to Paul, I am reluctant to interfere by
offering you criticism or praise in the way you handle him.
I do not now him well; you do. Besides, I am confused. I go
up and down and don't know where to settle.

9 0000 08 00
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We had a bad weekend storm. 12 inches of snow, with very
deep drifts. Oh, winter, here is thy sting.,

This morning I got mail from Howard-- 5 Feb letter to Haroled,
10 reb letter to me, and UPI article re Garrison copping out.

Howard-- know from what is written above that 1 have changed
my mind about the use of the term"bursting". I am not yet sure
whether I shall insert material dealing with distinctions between
military rounds and hunting rounds. The matter is very complicated,
full of unpredictables, and I don't think I can do it in small
compass. WE'll see. Please let all comments and criticisms wait
until I send you the m®=® near-final version, for what I now have
is in important respects different from what I sent you before.

I am convinced, too, that I cannot properly argue the point with-
out good pictures illustrating frangibility and penetration. I
rEwxhEYExkRexxakingrxfrex shall soon have the makings for showing
frangibility, but am having trouble getting a proper set-up for
showing the effect of 1800 fps. lead alloy projectiles Xikxx pas-
sing through soft material. 1 wanted to use cast bullets, but
the guy 1 knew who did bullet casting has moved from Kingston,
and I am now at a loss how to move projectiles as fast as I want.
I have an idea that might work, but I have to check whether it's
OK. I'll let you know more lager.

The matter of publication does not concern me now. It will
later-- maybe much later. I'll not revise that material until
I ¥now for what sort of an audience it is intended. Anyway, don't
bother sbout this matter now, for all I want is to make a full
and convincing account.

Howsrd: The reference that I mentioned in a past letter was
to certain material in wound ballistics. I ordered the book and
will copy relevant material for you when 1 get it. (I had to
return the copy that I borrowed.) The gist of it is this: Rxmjemitie
Projectiles of certain velocities cause certain types of frac-
turing of the skull. Low velocity (say, about 1200 fps.) produces
relatively small wounds of entrance and exit, without mueh frac-
turing of other parts of the skull than those directly pressed
by the projectile. rracturing becomes more extensive as the
veolocity of the projectile increases. Fracturing of JFK's skull
corresponds with that produced by fairly high velocity missile.
They illustrate skull fracturs with a cat's skull, but I belive
they refer to tests on cadavers wchich gave similar results. This
account is simplistic, but it just gives the gist. 1'1ll send you
more later.

Sorry apbout Boné& slides. I completely forgot that I had them,
I'11 get them copied and return them to you within a week or two.
Again, sorry.

I'mm following your comments re JFK politics in the months
before the shooting, but prob. cannot offer much help. Do not
count on it from me.



Among my mail is Harold's letéer to Judge Williams. This,
too, will go to Howard, then td Harold.

Also sending to Howard Harold's Nov 15 letter to Wecht (Man,
am I behind in my correspondencel Sorry.)

Harold: I am not getting nN.O. papers.

The UPI story on uarrison says he is finished "trying to prove
there was a government plot to kill JFK", but does not mention
whether he has dropped the perjury charges against shaw. What's
the story on thisY

The Wash. Post article on WmxxBmxk WerBel was interesting,
but there is nothing in it that I can comment on.

"he American Rifleman just did an article on neutron activation
analysis. WVDoes anybody want a copyv

I'11 gend you my correspondence with morgan later. 1 am not
finished with him yet; will be in touch again.

I'm through the stack of letters. 1 skipped commenting on
many of them, since there was nothing of interest that I could
say. Must stop now. xixXx Sorry to be so curt, but I have been
very busy lately.

Still,

%’\\ e

Bernabei
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o o " Herold” (Fowarﬁ)““’”m'”"”“”:“*““‘W***“"'”““h ? -
e This is chiefly to acknowledge receipt of a CE 399
- base photo from Howard. I‘ii have it copledvénd send
e to you 'nd Howard. - i

- I Jus finished rec dlnﬂﬂ;_frivolous, but ;ﬁgoyg£}e

] book called broﬁJgnose ;g;dé; ful People wno GAVEfﬁou

. - learl Harbor-- uboﬁgmfhé‘ga§értlzlﬂg 1n6ﬁg%;&:» Vefgp_“ﬁHWWWﬁmm

neﬂr the end of it, majbe the next to last page or there—

‘ abouts, tnere is a dandy parag r%ph dea llno w1th ubeoter.

Later I'll copy wnd seﬂd 1t to Jou., Uhe puy who mrote

B the boo& nad Specter as a client for tne mayoralty

- oamnalgn. t7he gist xaé ths. I cou]d‘ﬁgﬁer”5ét to
see oOr speéh wI%gwg;LAaﬂgéfﬁfé{}ﬂahtoﬁgﬂ;ble;wvoo fFM_Wmmnwﬁﬁ—
asked about him. .h%t’ié Arlen Specter for?" "He 13_55f“m——7ﬁ'
”"%ettiﬂé clected.® "iell, then, what is he'éééiﬂsﬁff_"“ﬁW”*ﬂ_
CuHe is qln"{’ié‘lﬁg the electionm.” "iu"" -
It‘ gbé&“fd ééé“Sucﬁ”éfﬁffhEh orlnt"ﬁ” P
71 nave other things to say, but will woit witil @
" Lave more bime to sit still for & while.,
7 W ’mihé'ﬁéﬁmééémiiéﬁiéw%EE&“mEﬁ%mho%‘éb”gBBd“aé“Haéala*§: o
- A Tﬂere are some things worth mentioning, but none tnét -
chanse my opinion that 399 lost no fragments whatever.
" (By the way, sonmewhere in his “testimony in vol. 5, Frazier T
implies inat 399 aid Tlose some from thé Tese, He stys -

something like "it lost so 1little metal from the baset-=—

whieh implies, if nothing else, that he took =a @ood look

st it. If he didn't actually know better, he should have.

I TR more $99 basé DT nirht e e wastelr welve T

¢ot about all we can zet frosn photod of tals typve. & lbhok-



see wt the bLioe itscelf vould orob

b ly sharven our
coviedse mouevhiat, and awybe provide something new,
ut 1 o don't Lhow.,

Howard once méntleoned a certoin discoloration on

- L

ittty 0L Ttne vase, onnd

sgered 10 1 had en opinion on it.
L have none. why not checl the possibility that the
digeoloration indicutes that they misht hrave done neutoon
activation analysls on 135. iy wnderstanding 1s thaot
Ned.a, does not alfect the substonce in any woay, dnes

not evern digcolor it, but I wayv be vwrong. I ¥Fnow, thoueh,
thet it wownld involve only © very amsll area, Other than
that, 1 can't explain why it 1s Giscolored, ané even that

nay not explain 1it,

wore lLater.,



